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thank them on your behalf for their 
contributions to the WCoBM. 

Your Company is growing, a sure sign 
of health and vitality. Twelve Freemen 
became Liverymen at the Installation 
Court General in October - 12 is a record 
- and a further five became Liverymen at 
the Election Court General this April. Past 
Master Pepperrell, Chair of the Election 
Committee, and his members are doing a 
fantastic job. Thank you Ken. 

Supporting training and education is 
a key objective of the Company and 
this year we had a stand at the Livery 
Schools Link exhibition. It was our first 
attendance and a great opportunity 
to talk to young individuals about the 
career choices in our industry, and an 
ideal platform to engage with students 
and their teachers. Read about it in full 
on Pages 24 and 25.

Networking, meeting other members 
and achieving our objectives while 
having fun is what the Livery is for. 

More members are attending events 
- another sign of health and vitality - 
and we have added four new ones: a 
Victorian Day Out in Kensington - the 
first in February - was very well attended 
(see the review inside) - an Inter-Livery 
Clay Shoot, an Inter-Livery Rifle Shooting 
and A Day at York Races. 

I’m particularly looking forward to one 
of the highlights of the new Calendar: 
my Master’s Weekend on the 15th to 
17th May. It’s in the relatively un-trod 
and stunningly beautiful Trough of 
Bowland in Lancashire. If you haven’t 
been “up north” recently, passports and 
inoculations are not needed! We have 
a full house and expect lots of fun, I’m 
pleased to say.

I’m pleased to tell you 
that your Company, the 
Worshipful Company 
of Builders’ Merchants 
(WCoBM), is in good health. 
We are building on the 
work of Past Masters and 
their Committees who have 
worked exceptionally hard to 
raise our profile, and increase 
the influence of our Livery, in 
the City and in our industry. 

We’re making good progress on all 
fronts. By ‘we’ I mean our Learned Clerk 
Tim Statham, Denise Llewellyn, Senior 
Warden Leo Martin, Junior Warden Steve 
Turner and Tony Parker our Beadle, 
Court Members and Liverymen, many 
of whom are very active in what is a 
very dynamic, vibrant Company. It is a 
genuine team effort. I’d like to thank 
them all personally for helping me, and 

Worshipful Company 
of Builders’ Merchants

Builders’ 
Merchant

THE

NEWSLETTER OF WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF BUILDERS’ MERCHANTS APRIL 2015 - ISSUE 21

Inside this issue...A growing Livery

© WCoBM 2015

1-2 Master’s Leader

2 WCoBM Website

3 Member News

4-6 For your Diary

7  A tour of the Royal Albert Hall

8-9 Interview with the Master

10-12  Installation Court General 
& Dinner

13-15 City Walk

15  A tribute to Past Master 
John Cheele

16-20 The Company’s 4th City & 
 Awards Luncheon

21  Christmas celebration in 
the Tower

22-23  Member profile: Allan Durning

24-25 City Livery Schools Link

26-28  Charity focus

29 Roundup of other events 
 & activity

30-31 Member profile: Mike Leeming

32 In memory of Past Master 
 David Ridgeon MBE

WCoBM’s new and first female 
Master Gill Moore

Communications are critical in a 
Company that is raising its profile 
and increasing the opportunities for 
members to network with each other 
and influence the City and its industry. 

So make sure your details are correct. 
Visit the members’ area of our website 
for the full list of members, and upload 
a photo of yourself so other members 
find it easy to get in touch. If anyone 
needs help with this speak to Liveryman 
Lucia Di Stazio who looks after the 
website. If you don’t use the website for 
information and networking do have a 
look. It’s about to get a major facelift and 
upgrade to its structure and functionality 
so it can do a lot more for us, more easily. 
The new site should be ready for the 
Installation Court General in October. 
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The Builders’ Merchant newsletter goes 
from strength to strength. Not only 
do members say so, but other Livery 
Companies tell us so as well. But it is 
your newsletter and your voice. And it’s 
how we learn about other members, 
their interests, passions and pastimes, 
and their new initiatives, such as 
Liveryman Mike Leeming’s new venture. 
If you have a passion, interest or venture 
tell us so other members hear about it. 

Email or call, write it, or tell us so we 
can write it for you. Send us your photos 
too. Co-Editors Lucia Di Stazio and Mike 
Rigby are on the lookout for good stories 
and will also ask you for interviews and 
profiles. Please help them to make it a 
newsletter we all want to read. 

This is another milestone: the first 
Leader by the first female Master. So far, 
my year has been brilliant. That in large 

measure is down to the constant support 
and good humoured help from my 
husband and fellow Liveryman Dave who 
has been a star. It’s going to be a busy 
12 months but I will ensure we remain 
active in the industry, and among senior 
and influential people in the City.

Gill Moore, Master
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Member News 

The newly installed liverymen are (listed 
alphabetically by surname):

• Trevor Jenkins, Director of Homeleigh Group

• Stephen King, Sales Director of SCA Timber Supply Ltd

• Mike Leeming, Managing Director of Ethan Mason  
Paving Ltd

• Julian Milligan, Managing Director of Kellaway Building 
Supplies

• Mark Mulvey, Managing Director of Hevey Building Supplies 

• Nicholas Neale, Director of Gardner & Scardifield

• Michael Pearce, Divisional Managing Director of  
Aggregate Industries

• Andrew Pine, Director of Merchant Development Solutions

• Tim Rowbottom Managing Director of Collier & 
Catchpole Ltd

• John Swain, Group Sales & Marketing Director of Plasmor

• Christine Wilde, Managing Director of Catnic

• Guy Williams, A-Belco Group

 We welcome 12 new Liverymen installed in October

On 24th October 2014, the WCoBM 
welcomed a record 12 new Liverymen. 
The prestigious installation ceremony 
took place in London at Mansion House, 
home to the Lord Mayor of London

We also welcome the following new Freemen who were admitted in January 
and March respectively. Our membership now stands at 200 Liverymen, 
2 Honorary Members and 29 Freemen. We look forward to seeing all our 
members at the many events organised during the year.

Freemen admitted in January:

• Andrew Weiss of Weiss Marketing 
and President of The Rainy Day Trust. 
Andrew was installed a Liveryman at 
the Court General meeting in April

• Arthur Duffy, Managing Director of 
NetPlan (Q4Ex Ltd) 

Freemen admitted in March:

• Darren Digby, Director 
Digby Trading Ltd

• Chris Hemmington-Green, Sales 
Manager, The VELUX Company Ltd

• James Rance, Managing Director, 
Kings Langley Building Supplies Ltd

New Freeman 
Andrew Weiss

New Freeman 
Arthur Duffy

(L-R) Darren Digby, 
Chris Hemmington-Green and James Rance

(L-R) Murray Craig - The Clerk of the 
Chamberlain’s Court, Andrew Weiss with 

his Freedom of the City certificate, and the 
Beadle of the Court

Don’t forget, once you have become a 
Freeman of the Company, to progress 
your membership and become a 
Liveryman, the next step is to arrange 
a date at the Guildhall to attend a 
ceremony for your Freedom of the City 
certificate. 

Receiving your Freedom of the City is a 
truly memorable and special occasion. 
Many Freemen bring family and friends 
to be part of the unique experience. We 
congratulate Liveryman Andrew Weiss 
on receiving his Freedom of the City in 
March. 

WCoBM Website…
When did you last look?

It may be some time since you last visited our 
website or if you’re a new member, you may not 
have had chance to look at it yet! 

Visit www.wcobm.co.uk to read the latest news, keep on top of forthcoming 
events and learn more about the Company’s history and key objectives.

A website is one of the first things people visit to learn more about any 
organisation, and we realise our site is in need of an upgrade! So a new 
one is being developed this year that will be more engaging, dynamic and 
informative for visitors. It will also be responsive to mobiles and tablets. We 
plan to have it completed by the end of the Summer. 

Update your profile

A key feature of the website is the members’ area. It lists all the Liverymen, 
Freemen and Honorary members of the WCoBM, with full contact details. 
The area is accessible to members only via a log-in password. Once logged in, 
you can use the information to get in touch with other members, update your 
profile and add a photo. Adding a photo is useful to put a face to the name and 
makes it easier to recognise other members at events!

Logging in to the member’s area is easy using your email address and 
clicking on ‘Forgot password’ to create your password. If you’re not already 
logged in and would like help doing so, email Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio at 
lucia@mra-marketing.com or call Lucia on 01453 521621.

Follow @WCoBM
Many businesses in our industry are actively tweeting and the Company 
is no exception! Twitter has become a key communication platform for 
consumers and business. We tweet and re-tweet the latest Company and 
industry news, and post up tweets on latest developments and events.  
Our followers include builders’ merchants, suppliers, and other Livery 
companies and City organisations. This year we also plan to set up a 
Company LinkedIn page as another means of engaging with the industry 
and City. We’ll keep you posted!

Mike Rigby’s profile page in the Members’ 
area of the website

News and Events page on the website
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Events 2015 - For your Diary…

The Master has organised a number of exciting and new events for Liverymen, 
Freemen and Guests to enjoy in 2015. 

For the first time this year, a new Events Calendar was designed to make it 
easier for members to note all the events during the year. Make sure you note 
the dates in your diaries and book in plenty of time to avoid disappointment.

If you haven’t received a copy, or would like more copies, please email 
the Clerk, Tim Statham, at info@wcobm.co.uk. You can also download the 
new Events Calendar from our website: www.wcobm.co.uk/news

A special thanks to BIRA for sponsoring the design, print and distribution of 
our new Calendar: www.bira.co.uk/bhf

So what’s happened so far…?

In February members enjoyed an extraordinary tour of The Royal Albert Hall and of 
Kensington Palace, and in March members and guests gathered in the historic Vintners’ Hall 
for the popular annual City & Awards Luncheon. Both these events are reported in full on Page 7 and Pages 16-20.

By the time you receive this newsletter many members will have also attended the Election Court General at Trinity House, and 
enjoyed with their guests the Divine Service that followed at HM Tower of London and Supper at Trinity House. Many pictures were 
taken by Liverymen Mike Rigby & Lucia Di Stazio and a write up will be included in the next issue.

So what’s coming up…?

7th May 2015: Company Golf Day, Hadley Wood

We’ve had a positive response to this year’s Company Golf Day, 
with 22 keen golfers signed up. There is room for a few more so 
get in touch with the organisers Past Masters Roddy Taylor or 
Martin Earle as soon as possible if you wish to take part in the 
competition and/or attend the dinner.

The Golf Day is an 18 hole Stableford Full 
Handicap and is open to all Liverymen and 
Freemen, both ladies and gentlemen. First Tee 
time will be at 11.00am so please arrive for 
10.00am. Timing for dinner will depend on the 
number of players but it will be about 5pm. The 
cost per head for dinner and prizes will be £85. 
Drinks are not included.

Non-playing members are welcome to attend 
the dinner. A number of non-playing Past 
Masters will be joining dinner. The Master is 
unable to attend and will be represented by 
Senior Warden Leo Martin.

Call Roddy on 01889 881133 or Martin on 01707 647255. 
Alternatively, email roddy.taylor1@btinternet.com or 
martin@migsy.com to book your place or for more info.

Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants
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October 2015 Tuesday 20th

Installation Court General & Livery Dinner  
Court General 5.00pm Liverymen & Freemen. Tour for Guests. Livery Dinner 7.00pm Goldsmiths’ Hall, Foster Lane, EC2  Liverymen, Freemen & Guests. D

December 2015Friday 11th

Carol Service St. Peter ad Vincula  6.30 pm HM Tower of London, EC3 
followed by Supper at Watermen’s 
Hall, 16 St Mary-at-Hill, London, EC3 
Liverymen, Freemen & Guests. L

November 2015 Saturday 14th

Lord Mayor’s ShowLiverymen, Freemen & Guests.

Dress for functions is indicated as follows:  
D Dinner Jackets (black tie).  L Lounge Suits and ties

September 2015 Tuesday 29th

Election of Lord Mayor
Noon. Guildhall. Liverymen only. L Lunch at Painters’ Hall, Little Trinity Lane, EC4

Supporting builders’ merchants with valuable service benefitsThank you to BIRA for sponsoring this Events’ Calendarwww.bira.co.uk/bhf

DL diary of events 2015.indd   1

1/6/2015   3:29:02 PM

The Exclusive Hadley Wood Golf Club

© WCoBM 2015 © WCoBM 2015

15th - 17th May 2015: Master’s Weekend! 

It’s that time of year again! The Master’s weekend is now only a 
few weeks away and you should have received full details.  

Each year a weekend is organised in the Master’s local area for 
members and their partners. This year, Master Gill Moore and 
her Consort, Liveryman Dave Moore, invite us to the Trough 
of Bowland in Lancashire, an area of outstanding natural 
beauty. The weekend is packed full of events and superb 
entertainment, surrounded by beautiful countryside and 
stunning scenery. 

Accommodation has been reserved at the historic Stirk House 
Hotel, built in 1635 using stonework from the dismantled 
Sawley Abbey. The grounds include fully landscaped gardens, 
rustic woodlands and an orchard. The weekend starts on Friday 
afternoon with a gentle nature walk around the hotel grounds 
followed by a light afternoon tea. 

A black tie dinner is organised for Friday evening at 
Browsholme Hall, which is the oldest surviving family house in 
Lancashire. It’s the ancestral home of the Parker family, who 
have lived there since it was built in 1507. A tour of the Hall has 
also been organised.

On Saturday morning a tour of the Queen Street Textile 
Museum gives everyone a unique opportunity to visit the 
world’s only surviving operational steam-driven weaving shed. 
Following a light lunch, be prepared to then embark on a bit 
of ‘Hubble bubble, toil and trouble’ with a tour of The Pendle 
Witch Country. Here you will enjoy spectacular scenery and 
pretty villages, with plenty of stops for those keen to take 
photos!

Saturday evening will be a dinner at the hotel with a guest 
speaker (and assistant) that the Master assures will make the 
evening quite special… who could that be?!

In addition to the above, Classic car owners (or a car that is 
classic to you) also have the opportunity to show off their pride 
and joy in a Classic car competition. The cars will be parked in 
a dedicated car park at the hotel and everyone will have the 
chance to vote for ‘Best in Show’, with a prize for the car with 
most votes. Entry cost is only £1 and all monies raised will be 
donated to the Master’s chosen charity. 

It’s sure to be a weekend packed full of fun, laughter and great 
experiences. The Master and her Consort look forward to you 
joining them and showing you the delights of sunny Lancashire. 

If you’ve booked and have any queries or require more 
information contact the Clerk Tim Statham.

Stirk House Hotel, Gisburn

Show off your Classic car at the Master’s weekend

Trough of Bowland - an area of outstanding natural beauty

FULLY BOOKED!!!
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For your Diary… continued

A reminder of what’s new this year…

The Master introduces a few new events during the summer 
months. These include:

• Inter-Livery Clay Shoot on Wednesday 20th May, Middlesex

• Inter-Livery Rifle Shooting on 5th June, Bisley Ranges

• A day at the York Races in The Committee Box with full 
hospitality, on Saturday 11th July. This event is open to 
guests too.

Full details will be circulated by the Clerk. But for now, pencil 
these dates in your diary or get in touch for more information!

Not forgetting of course…

Summer lunch at Stationers’ Hall, 10th June

Open to Liverymen, Freemen and Guests. This includes a talk 
and tour of The Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy.

Election of the Sheriffs, 24th June and Election 
of Lord Mayor, 29th September

Both take place at Guildhall, followed by lunch at Painters’ Hall. 
Liverymen only.

No matter how many times you see or take part in them, the 
ceremony and election of the Sheriffs and Lord Mayor are 
impressive events. Guildhall itself is pretty impressive too. 

Installation Court General & Livery Dinner, 
Goldsmiths’ Hall, 20th October 

A ‘not to be missed’ occasion in the Livery calendar. The 
Installation Court General marks the installation of our new 
Master, Senior Warden Leo Martin. A drinks reception and 
dinner follows at Goldsmiths’ Hall to celebrate the occasion. 
This event is Black Tie and open to all members and guests. 

Christmas Carol Service, St Peter ad Vincula, 
11th December

Originally introduced by Past Master Roddy Taylor in his 
Master’s year, it has continued by popular demand. The Service 
takes place at the Royal Chapel of St Peter ad Vincula, Tower 
of London. A stupendous choir leads the traditional Christmas 
Carols and is sure to put everyone in the Christmas spirit. 
Reception drinks and supper follow at Watermen’s Hall, a short 
walk from the Tower. All Liverymen, Freemen and Guests are 
welcome. See Page 21 for an insight into last year’s Christmas 
Supper.

The Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy

Goldsmith’s Hall

Last year’s Christmas Supper at Watermen’s Hall
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A tour of the Royal Albert Hall
by Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio

In February, the Master arranged a ‘Victorian Day Out in Kensington’, which included a grand tour 
of The Royal Albert Hall and of Kensington Palace, with lunch in the Orangery of the Palace.

I was very much looking forward to the 
tour of The Albert Hall in particular as 
I’d never been. Our guide was superb, 
telling us about the building’s history 
since it was built in March 1871 on 
a lease of 999 years! The Hall hosts 
concerts, exhibitions, sports, award 
ceremonies and entertainments such 
as ball room dancing and brass band 
competitions. It also has a boxing licence 
and has held matches for well-known 
boxers such as Muhammad Ali and the 
Kray brothers.

The Royal Albert Hall was built for 
Queen Victoria’s consort Prince Albert. 
He envisaged a ‘Central Hall’ to promote 
understanding and appreciation of the 
Arts and Sciences to stand at the heart of 
the South Kensington 86 acre estate, surrounded by museums 
and places of learning. To help raise money for the build, seats 
went on sale and people could buy two seats in the stalls for 
£100 each or a box. This meant you could go to any show for 
the length of the 999 year lease, and the purchase would pass 
down generations. Some of these seats were bought back, 
but many remain privately owned because they became too 
expensive to buy. It’s estimated that a box could go for up to 
£1m at auction - a nice investment if you have it! 

When you enter the Royal Albert Hall one of the first things 
you see is an impressive montage of all the people that have 
performed in the Hall over the years. During our tour we had 

the privilege of standing in the Queen’s box and looking down 
at the dress rehearsals of Madam Butterfly. No photos were 
allowed and we all had to be extremely quiet as the slightest 
noise could have interfered with the sound, but it was great to 
watch. We also went into the Queen’s private suite and Royal 
retiring room, which are opposite the Queen’s box. Both are 
amazing rooms, with a unique full colour ceiling and portraits 
of the Royal family. If you work for the Queen, at whatever 
level, one of the perks is that you can use the Queen’s box!

The Dome of The Royal Albert Hall has an amazing history in 
itself. It was built in Manchester and brought to London on 
horse and cart, all 600 tonnes of iron. With the glazing, the 

roof weighs 800 tonnes. One of the 
main challenges of the building was 
reducing the significant echoing in such 
a large space - a big problem for music 
performances! The joke at the time was 
that if you went to see a Show at the 
Hall, you would hear it twice!  During the 
second World War, the glass was broken 
and it was replaced with steel and glass 
fibre, thinking this would help with the 
echoing - but it didn’t. Eventually large 
circular discs were hung from the ceiling 
in 1969 and solved the problem. 

We can only show a couple of images in 
the newsletter, but the full write up and 
other photos are up on the website. Visit 
www.wcobm.co.uk/news 

Leaving the Queen’s private suite

The large montage of performers
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Q: What is WJ Lewis’ biggest achievement?

A: Surviving endless recessions! It’s not easy for any business 
but we have many long-term staff who take time to help and 
advise customers, which contributes greatly to our success. 
We provide a brick-matching service and self-build advice 
too. The majority of our customers are small to medium-sized 
local builders and householders so we build a professional and 
friendly relationship with them.

Q: What do you particularly enjoy about the builders’ merchant 
sector?

A: The people. You can’t beat this industry for meeting great 
people and building long-standing relationships.

Q: We are coming out of recession and there is more confidence 
in the industry. In your view, what are the opportunities and 
threats for builders’ merchants?

A: If the latest statement by the Prime Minister is to be believed 
there should be an overall buoyancy in building, but will we be 
able to obtain products in the quantities required and on time?

Q. When did you join WCoBM as a Freeman, and subsequently 
a Liveryman?

A: I was installed as a Freeman on 18th June 2004 and became a 
Liveryman on 26th October 2004, along with my husband Dave.

Q: What did you look forward to the most about the role of 
Master? Did you have any worries or concerns?

A: I looked forward to representing WCoBM in the City and 
in our industry, and networking with other Masters. It’s a 
prestigious role with the opportunity to meet key influencers in 
the City and highlight the important role of builders’ merchants 
and their suppliers to Britain’s economy.

I didn’t have any particular worries or concerns in preparing 
for the role. Past Masters are hugely helpful and always willing 
to give advice, as is Tim, our Clerk. Our Livery is very much the 
same as our industry – plenty of good, friendly people to help 
along the way!

Q: What do you hope to bring to the WCoBM and the industry 
as a whole during your year as Master?

A: Previous Masters have cemented excellent relationships 
with other Liveries and within the City and the industry which 
I hope to extend even further. I will attend industry functions 
and continue this association as previous Masters have done 
before me. 

Q: What have been the main highlights as Master so far?

A: Everything! You meet so many diverse people, see so many 
beautiful and historical places that it is, for me, impossible to 
narrow it down to a few favourites. However, up there at the 
top has to be my Installation Banquet at Mansion House, where 
I was supported by family, friends, Liverymen , Freemen and 
friends from the industry, many of whom I had not seen for 
years. It was truly an unforgettable occasion.

Q: What are your hobbies and interests outside of work, and 
when you’re not busy being Master?!

A: I enjoy walking our dogs especially when it’s not raining! I 
also like a good book, cooking, architecture especially internal, 
and live music and performances.

© WCoBM 2015 © WCoBM 2015

The Master during her speech at the recent City & Awards Luncheon

“You can’t beat this 
industry for meeting 

great people and 
building long standing 

relationships”

“It’s a prestigious role with 
the opportunity to meet 

key influencers in the City 
and highlight the important 
role of builders’ merchants 

and their suppliers to 
Britain’s economy.”

Q: How did you get involved in the builders’ merchant 
industry?

A: I am the third generation of my family business WJ Lewis, 
established in 1932. I became involved full time when my 
mother died. 

Q: What is the background to WJ Lewis and your involvement 
in the business? 

A: W J Lewis is 83 this year and was started by my great uncle, 
Mr W J Lewis, who died at the end of the forties and his wife 
carried on running the business. My great uncle and aunt 
raised my mother, which is how she got involved. My role in the 
company is mainly financial and HR.

Q: What was your biggest challenge at WJ Lewis? 

A: Without doubt our recovery from the fire in 2010 following 
an arson attack. It was a major knock to the business. We 
lost our trade counter, sales office, shop area, plumbing 
department, offices and welfare facilities in the fire. But we 
traded from other branches immediately, and from the 
fire-affected branch at Middleton within four days. 
The immediate challenges were to secure temporary 
accommodation for the trade counter and admin team, and 
clear offices so we could secure the damaged areas.

It took us nearly three years to rebuild. But we also took the 
opportunity to expand the trade counter and shop so we have 
more products on view, and include a plumbing showroom. 
We’ve also installed more sophisticated CCTV!

Getting to know... 
In October Gill was installed as our new Master. Here we find out more about her 

background, highlights so far as Master, and what she enjoys outside of work 
(and when she’s not being Master!)

The Master with her husband and Consort, Liveryman Dave Moore at Mansion House
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First female Master of the Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants

Gill Moore’s installation on 24th October at Mansion House was a particularly notable occasion 
because Gill is the first female Master of the WCoBM. In the same ceremony, a record 12 new 
Liverymen were also installed.

The Mansion House is home to The Lord Mayor of London. In November 2013 honorary member Alderman Dame Fiona Woolf 
CBE became the second female to be The Lord Mayor of London, and her term ended in November 2014. The Mansion House was 
therefore a fitting venue with two females at the helm!

The new Master and 12 new Liverymen are installed at the Court General Meeting

Following the installation, the Master greets the Lord Mayor of London Alderman Dame 
Fiona Woolf CBE along with members and guests as they arrive at Mansion House

Guests gather for the Champagne reception

A prestigious White Tie dinner followed and we are most 
grateful for the generous sponsorship provided by the companies 
below towards the evening’s dinner:

• Alumasc Rainwater

• Catnic

• Courtney Smith Group

• H+H

• Knauf Insulation

• NMBS

•  Toolbank

Fiona Woolf and her Consort Nicholas Woolf were guest 
speakers, and they entertained members and guests with their 
popular duet speech. 

Liverymen Mark Mulvey (L) and Neil Hemmington (R) of 
Hevey Building Supplies, with their wives at the reception. 

Mark was among the 12 new Liverymen installed at 
Mansion House

 ‘Court Assistant Pippa Latham (above) and new Liveryman 
Andrew Pine (below) receive the Loving Cup, a long standing 

tradition at Livery events

Members and Guests at Dinner
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First female Master of the Worshipful Company 
of Builders’ Merchants continued...

And to close the evening, Liveryman Kevin 
Fenlon leaves with his rose… although we 

think they were meant for the ladies Kevin!

Trumpeting talent! 
The British State Trumpeters entertain members and 

guests during dinner

The Master and Junior Warden Steve Turner take to their speeches

The Master says: “My installation ceremony and dinner made for an unforgettable evening. It was a superb venue with 300 
members and guests. I’m also proud to be the first female Master of the Livery. In what is still a male dominated industry, I feel it’s 
quite an achievement!

“My aim as Master is to carry on the good work of Masters before me, and continue to drive the key objectives of our Livery. 
These include raising awareness of the importance of builders’ merchants to the UK economy; and promoting and increasing 
our charitable fund - our close links with the IoBM and BMF enables us to support and recognise the achievements of young 
merchants. We also support the Lord Mayor’s Appeal and a range of other worthy charities. 

“Last but not least, we encourage members to get involved and attend our events, which are organised throughout the year. 
WCoBM provides an excellent platform for our members and their guests to socialise and discuss business, and exchange 
information and views. It’s ‘probably’ the best networking platform in the industry for senior people to meet and build 
relationships. We host events in historic Livery Halls and other prestigious venues in the City to encourage networking between 
merchants, supplier members and their guests.

“I will ensure we remain active in the industry, and among senior and influential people in the City,” continues the Master. “My 
husband Dave and I are doing a lot of commuting from our business in the North to London, but it’s a privilege to be Master and 
I’m enjoying every single moment.”

City Walk
The words, City Walk really don’t match the experience. What you get is more of a City Mystery 
Tour: historic buildings such as the College of Arms, a picture-postcard panorama of the memorial 
to the firemen of the Blitz in front of St Paul’s, and Harry Potter-like addresses such as Skinners 
Hall, 8½ Dowgate Hill. 

If it’s your first visit to London you expect surprises. But if you’ve lived 
and worked in London and visited it over 30 years or more you feel you 
know it. You don’t expect surprises from familiar streets. 

But this was my third City Walk and each has been a revelation with 
surprises that stick vividly in the mind. How could I have walked and 
driven past a thousand times and not seen it? 

We set off the morning after the Installation Dinner in the expert hands of London 
Tour Guide Augusta Harris. First stop The National Firefighters Memorial with St 
Paul’s commemorates the 997 men and women who lost their lives in the Blitz. 

Then on to the College of Arms in busy Queen Victoria Street. It’s the official heraldic 
authority for England, Wales, Northern Ireland and much of the Commonwealth 
including Australia and New Zealand. As well as granting new coats of arms, the College 
maintains registers of arms, pedigrees, genealogies, Royal Licences, changes of name, 
and flags. The heralds advise on the peerage and baronetage, precedence, honours and 
ceremonial as well as national and community symbols including flags. 

The College has been going since 1474. Salaries were fixed by James the First and 
reduced by William the Fourth, so they are on the low side. A Pursuivant is paid a 
yearly salary of £13.95. Fortunately they top up their salaries with professional fees! 

As you might expect the titles of the advisors are extravagant. There is a Garter 
King of Arms, a Clarenceux King of Arms and Fitzalan Pursuivant Extraordinary, for 
example. The man who holds that position is Alastair Andrew Bernard Reibey Bruce of 
Crionaich. If you are interested, the position of Chester Herald is currently vacant! 

On our way to the Guildhall, Augusta explained how Cheapside had been the main 
shopping area, rather like Oxford Street is today. The adjoining streets and lanes are 
named for what was sold there: Milk Street, Bread Street, Honey Lane, Wood Street, 
Ironmonger Lane, and Poultry.

Blitz: The National Firefighters Memorial

Skinners Hall, 8½ Dowgate Hill. A memorable 
address! 

The College of Arms

By Editor Mike Rigby
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City Walk continued...

Cheapside was a main route for processions and parades. The 
frieze above the entrance to the new One Poultry building 
shows what they may have looked like. 

At the Guildhall we headed down the stairs to see the small City 
of London Heritage Exhibition and the Roman Amphitheatre. 
In response to the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta, the 
City of London Corporation developed the Heritage Gallery to 
showcase a selection of heritage treasures it holds in trust for 
the nation.

These artefacts are rarely on public display, so it was a unique 
opportunity to get close to objects that tell London’s story. 

The Agas Map c 1561 is the earliest printed map – or map view 
- of London. It was printed from eight woodblocks and is about 
two metres long. It shows 3D detail of life in Tudor London with 
for example Archers and Laundresses in Finsbury Fields, the 
moat around London’s Wall and water conduits in Cheapside. 

The Carta Antiquae book has copies of charters and statutes 
covering laws enacted from 1327 to 1485. City officials used it 
to defend the rights of the City. The book is open at a portrait of 
Richard Third who was killed at Bosworth in 1485 and reburied 
in Leicester 2015. Carta Antiquae late 1400s

The frieze above the entrance to the new One Poultry building

Magna Carta signed at Runnymede in 1215 by King John and his Barons is one of 
the most famous documents in the world. It underpins 800 years of democracy. 
The City Corporation owns one of the few copies in existence today. This 
document is widely regarded as one of the finest surviving 13th century copies. 
Because of its delicate nature, it is not on permanent display.  

Perhaps the most surprising discovery was the large Roman Amphitheatre 
underneath Guildhall. Its scale can be seen standing in the square in front of 
Guildhall where its boundary is marked in a large ellipse. It was originally built 
with timber seating in 
AD 70 and was 100m 
by 85m and elliptical in 
shape. It was enlarged 
and rebuilt in stone 
in the 2nd century 
AD to seat 6,000 
spectators out of an 
estimated population 
of 20-30,000. Watching 
Gladiators was clearly 
very popular. It was 
abandoned in the 4th 
century sometime 
before the Romans left. 

And then… so to lunch!

The Agas Map c 1561

Magna Carta London’s Roman Amphitheatre

A tribute to Past Master John Cheele
In September 2012 our Company was granted its Royal Charter. It took four years to prepare for, apply to the Court of 
Aldermen and get the Privy Council to recommend the Royal Charter for Royal assent.

Past Master John Cheele, Chairman of the Development Committee, led the Task Force, appointed by the Court, which was 
integral to the process of achieving our Royal Charter. 

To acknowledge John’s contribution, hard work and dedication on this and other matters relating to the Company, Past 
Master Hugh Robertson suggested presenting John a gift of a framed illuminated scroll, which was approved by the Court. 
The scroll was produced and signed by Past Master Andrew Day in his Master year. 

Tragically and sadly John and then his partner Jennifer passed away 
before the Company was able to present the scroll to either of them.

In January, Master Gill Moore, and Past Master Andrew Day, had the 
pleasure of presenting the framed scroll to John’s son Jon, CEO of Vita 
Cellular Foam (UK) Ltd, following a very pleasant luncheon attended 
by Jon’s wife Jane, the Master’s Consort and Liveryman Dave Moore, 
Immediate Past Master John Poore and Almoner Andrew Adams. The 
presentation took place at The Inn in Whitewell, in the Trough of 
Bowland, a place of Jon Cheele and the Master’s choosing as it’s close to 
where they both live in beautiful countryside.                                 

Jon spoke of his father’s love and passion for the Livery and was deeply 
touched. Our Master, Almoner and others present also spoke of the 
significant legacy left to our Company by his father and expressed the 
Company’s very grateful thanks.

The Master with John Cheele and his wife Jane
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The Company’s 4th City & Awards Luncheon
Awarding success and networking

On the 10th March we hosted our annual City & 
Awards luncheon at the historic Vintners’ Hall. 
The Hall is one of the Twelve Great Livery 
Companies of the City of London. It celebrated 
its impressive 650th anniversary in 2013. 

Although still a ‘young’ event since its inception in 2011, the 
WCoBM City & Awards luncheon has rapidly become a popular 
function in the Livery’s calendar.

The key objectives are:

• To encourage, acknowledge and reward the achievements of 
individuals and organisations the Livery supports in training 
and education; 

• To provide a key networking platform for members and their 
guests before and during the lunch - as you can see from the 
photos.

The event started with a tour of Vintners’ Hall, followed by a 
champagne reception. The awards and prizes were presented 
during lunch.

Keeper of the Roll Brian Blanchard with his partner 
and Past Master Roddy Taylor

...OK we’re listening

Past Masters Michael Pares and Ken Pepperrell, and 
Liveryman Mike Leeming centre

I’ll tell you a secret...

Liveryman Dave Moore (R) with guest Tony France, Director of 
Sales at Ibstock Brick

Liveryman Stewart Pierce with 
Past Master Graham Ballinger

Bet your 
phone doesn’t 

do this…

Colonel John Baynham

New Freeman Darren Digby with guest 
Jonathan Collier

Liveryman Steve Durdant-Hollamby talking to Liveryman Mark Bone

Past Master Ken Pepperrell

Members and their guests networking at the Champagne reception

The Master and Wardens with Guest of Honour Alderman 
and Sheriff Dr Andrew Parmley



page 19page 18 © WCoBM 2015 © WCoBM 2015

The Company’s 4th City & Awards Luncheon
Awarding success and networking continued...

Alderman & Sheriff Dr Andrew Parmley was the guest of honour. 
Born and bred in Blackpool, Andrew shared his good ‘northern’ 
humour with members and guests during lunch before presenting 
the prizes and awards to our winners. Andrew has a strong 
background in education and in combining the Arts and Culture 
with education, training and qualifications. He became Director 

of Music at Forest School, and then The Grey Coat Hospital in 
Westminster before moving to The Harrodian School in West 
London, where he was the first Head of the Senior School and 
is now the Principal. He has served on most of the Corporation 
Committees, including Chairman of both the City of London 
School for Girls and the Guildhall School of Music & Drama.

The Master with Graham Chase, Master of The Worshipful Company of 
Chartered Surveyors

Court Assistant Pippa Latham 
talks to New Freeman 
Darren Digby

Bursar and Assistant Clerk 
Howard Grant

The Guest of Honour Alderman and Sheriff Dr Andrew Parmley entertains members 
and guests with his speech

Junior Warden Steve Turner (R) with 
Past Master Stuart Somerville (L)

Dr Andrew Parmley explaining his badge to the Master Liveryman Dave Moore talking to Graham Chase

Senior Warden Leo Martin (L) with Colonel John BaynhamLiveryman Steve Durdant-Hollamby

Liveryman Mark Bone

Guest Tony France, Director of Sales at Ibstock Brick

New Freemen Chris Hemmington-Green 
and James Rance

Enjoying a superb lunch in great company
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The Company’s 4th City & Awards Luncheon
Awarding success and networking continued...

This year, we celebrated the success of the following individuals:

Robert Foden of Builders Supplies (West Coast) - Top Achiever for the BMF Online Training Module. Robert was judged as the most 
diligent and industrious learner of the BMF online learning area with the highest number of courses completed and the highest 
average score. He received £500 in recognition of his achievement. Robert was unable to attend to receive his prize and it was sent on.

Private Daniel Myles HQ Company 
(Canterbury) and Private Kehm Pin - Best 
Soldier 2014 and Best Recruit of the 3rd 
Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment. Both were awarded a silver 
figurine and tankard. Private Kehm Pin was 
unable to attend the occasion so Regimental 
Sergeant Major, Gary Richardson took the 
award on his behalf.

Oliver Dorman - Fine Art Painter City & 
Guilds of London Art School received £250 
and a book on the City & its architectural 
heritage. Oliver will graduate in wood 
carving this summer and plans to complete 
a Masters in Fine Art. Oliver brought an 
example of his recent work. He’s painted 
the Company’s Coat of Arms on a high 
quality brick which is to be donated as an 
example of the Company’s products to the 
Chamberlain’s Court to be viewed there by 
incoming Freemen of the City of London.

Congratulations to them all.

Rachel Hackett - received 
the Leading Cadet Award of 
the Beckenham & Penge Sea 
Cadet Corps. Rachel received 
a specially inscribed plaque 
and a box of chocolates. 
The Cadet Unit were Guard 
of Honour at the Royal 
Charter Luncheon, the 
Master’s Installation Dinner 
at Mansion House and the 
Immediate Past Master’s 
Installation Dinner at 
Grocers’ Hall. 

Jinah Shim - Piano Student, 
Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama and the Company’s 
resident pianist! Jinah 
received a very well earned 
cheque of £100 to buy music 
of her choice. She has played 
for us on numerous occasions 
including in a frenzied Post 
Horn Gallop at the Master’s 
Installation at Mansion 
House.

Presentation of awards and prizes
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Christmas 
celebration 
in the Tower

On 12th December 2014, the Company’s 
annual Christmas Carol Service took 
place at the Tower of London in the 
historic Chapel Royal of St Peter ad 
Vincula. The Service was conducted by 
our Honorary Chaplain The Reverend 
Canon Roger Hall, MBE. A superb choir 
led the traditional Carols with their 
outstanding voices. 

The Chapel is probably best known as 
the burial place of some of the most 
famous prisoners executed at the 
Tower. These include the three queens 
of England - Anne Boleyn, Catherine 
Howard and Lady Jane Grey. Sir Thomas 
More is also buried in the Chapel. Their 
headless bodies were buried under the 
nave or chancel without memorial until 
the 19th century when remains found in 
the nave were re-interred in the crypt.

If you’ve not attended before then make 
a note of this years’ service on Friday 
11th December. It’s a unique experience 
to attend a service in such an historic 
chapel, and a fantastic occasion to enjoy 
with guests, family and friends. 

But it doesn’t stop there! Following the 
service, supper is served at Watermen’s 
Hall, a short walk from the Tower. Last 
year’s dinner was a memorable and fun 
evening starting with networking and 
reception drinks on arrival, followed by a 
delicious three course meal, accompanied 
as usual by great wine and port! 

Both the service and supper is a full 
house so you need to book in plenty of 
time to avoid disappointment. Pencil the 
date now!

Thomas More is buried in the crypt of the Chapel

A rose for my lady...Liveryman and Consort 
Dave Moore gets all romantic with the Master

Who’s the bearded man? Past Masters Andrew Day and John Faulder

Loving the food Liveryman Mike Tattam

Pick a card...Liveryman John Swain makes the most of his 
Christmas cracker

 Junior Warden Steve Turner with his wife  Senior Warden Leo Martin with his wife 
and daughter
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The BMF, WCoBM and the BMTT (Builders’ Merchants Training 

Trust) all realise the important role of the IoBM in developing, 

recognising and rewarding individual development, be they 

a national, regional or independent merchant, and are fully 

supportive of our future plans. 

We have a base at the BMF’s 

headquarters in Coventry, which 

includes a full secretariat service for 

the Institute and their support in 

helping to promote our activities.

Q: What are the key objectives of the 

IoBM? What does it do?

A: The main aim of the IoBM is be a 

custodian for continuous professional 

development for individuals of any 

level or age. We would like Builders’ 

Merchanting recognised as a serious career path for young 

individuals as well as encouraging the development of 

professional skills and competencies for those who may have 

worked in a builders’ merchant for many years. This isn’t just 

about middle management or young people. Merchanting 

encompasses a wide range of roles, all of which are important 

to the success of a business, from the Yard Manager or Forklift 

Driver to the Delivery Driver or Branch Manager. We encourage 

up-skilling across the board and acknowledge ambitious 

individuals with accredited qualifications to support their 

careers.

Q: Who are your members?

A: Members include builders’ merchants and their suppliers 

and we rely on their ongoing support. We 

aim to significantly raise the profile of 

our sector and ‘sell’ the benefits of a 

career in our industry. 

Builders’ merchants are responsible 

for supplying the infrastructure of 

our country. So there are many career 

opportunities for young individuals 

or those seeking an alternative career 

path. But many are unaware of them. 

We aim to change that.

Q: The Practical Building Skills 

Challenge has been one of your key 

annual events. Will it continue? 

A: This has been one event that has consistently taken place 

each year, and we are grateful for the WCoBM’s ongoing 

support in sponsoring this event. It failed to happen last year, 

for the first time, but it will be firmly back on the map for 

2015. We plan to re-brand and re-launch it at the end of the 

year. It will return as a key industry event, but with a twist. So 

look out for more information.

Q: What is the IoBM’s link to the Worshipful Company of 

Builders’ Merchants?

A: Clearly, the WCoBM has been 

instrumental in the Institute’s 

inception and supporting it 

throughout the years. Many of 

the Past Presidents and officers 

of the IoBM are also Liverymen. I 

became a Liveryman myself in 2009, 

and in 2011 I was proudly given 

the role of Livery Archivist. This 

involved documenting the history 

of the Company, ahead of its 50th 

Anniversary, and to document and put 

its treasures on display.

The WCoBM is where the threads of the industry come to 

meet, network and share knowledge. It’s also extremely 

active in raising funds for training and education in the 

industry - an area where it plans to have greater involvement. 

Its association with the IoBM will include helping to identify 

individuals that will benefit from funding so that they can 

develop their skills and career.

Q: Where do you see the IoBM in 5 years’ time? How would 

you like it to change and develop?

A: Within the building materials sector many skills are 

transferrable so I would like the benefits of the Institute to 

extend to builders’ merchants and their suppliers. This will 

significantly widen the impact of what we 

aim to achieve. 

Currently individuals can get a 

Diploma in Merchanting. We hope to 

develop that so ambitious individuals 

can take their qualifications further, 

and gain a degree or even a Masters. 

To do this we need to take the 

message about our industry to 

colleges and eventually universities.

The other development I’d like to 

encourage and help develop is getting 

Chartered status. 

It’s an exciting time for the IoBM. I’m 

very much looking forward to my year as President and helping 

kick-start its transformation.

If you’d like to join the IoBM or find out more, call Allan 

Durning on 07843 906783 or email president@iobm.co.uk. 

Follow @IoBM_News

Q: Congratulations Allan on your new role. To start, can 

you briefly explain your background in the industry and 

involvement with builders’ merchants?

A: My career started in manufacturing before joining RMC 

Hall & Co, which was later acquired by Wolseley. I was there 

for over 10 years. In 2004 I moved to British Gypsum-Isover as 

Sales & Marketing Director, and in 2006 I became Executive 

Chairman of one of the leading merchant buying groups 

NBG, a position I held for six years. Following NBG I set up as 

a Consultant and last year I launched Timber Buying Group, 

targeted at small and medium-sized timber merchants.

Q: How long has the IoBM been 

established? What is its history?

A: The Institute was set up in 1968 and 

last month we proudly gathered for our 

46th AGM! Before the IoBM, the merchant 

industry was represented by the National 

Federation of Builders and Plumbers 

Merchants (which later developed into 

what we now know as the BMF) and 

the Company of Builders Merchants 

of the City of London (now WCoBM). 

Both were set up in 1961. Several 

years later, these two industry bodies 

identified the need for an industry-wide 

organisation responsible for promoting 

professionalism in the craft of Builders’ 

Merchanting and Guilds. And so the 

IoBM was born. It rapidly became a fully 

embracing body of its time with a strong 

membership of over 4000. 

When the IoBM was introduced, the face of the industry was 

very different. It was dominated by independent and regional 

builders’ merchants. But as the nationals came in and grew 

in strength, the market consolidated. The dynamics of the 

industry changed and it became increasingly fragmented. 

The four big nationals - Travis Perkins, Jewson, Wolseley and 

Keyline – gathered pace and took training and development 

in-house. And because the IoBM didn’t have a link with the 

nationals, this had a knock-on effect on membership. Our 

value proposition became blurred and increasingly the BMF 

took on the mantle for training. But all of that is about to 

change! 

“The WCoBM is 
where the threads of 
the industry come to 
meet, network and 
share knowledge.”

Liveryman Allan Durning was recently elected the new President of 
the Institute of Builders’ Merchants (IoBM)

With over 25 years’ experience 
in the industry and a strong 
background in the builders’ 
merchant sector Allan has 
ambitious growth plans for 
the Institute. Co-Editor of this 
newsletter, Liveryman Lucia Di 
Stazio, finds out what the future 
holds for the long established 
industry body.

Allan Durning (L) takes over from Steve Sellick (R) as the new President of IoBM

“It’s exciting times 
for the IoBM. I’m 

very much looking 
forward to my year 

as President and 
helping kick start its 

transformation.”
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City Livery Schools Link
Raising the profile of our industry to young students

On 4th March the WCoBM had a stand at the City Livery Schools Link exhibition 
for the first time. It was held at Barber-Surgeons’ Hall with 29 Livery companies 
supporting the event. 

The Livery Schools Link is 
a volunteer organisation 
supporting education. 
It organises events 
for schools and offers 
volunteering opportunities 
for members of the City 
Livery Companies.

The exhibition was 
organised for the 3rd year 
running and is targeted at 
14-17 year olds. The aim is 
for young students to learn 
about the range of career 
opportunities in the trades, 
industries and professions 
the Livery companies 
represent. Over 450 
students and their teachers 
from across London were invited to the event. Our stand was 
attended by the Master, Clerk, Liveryman Andrew Pine and the 
Almoner Andrew Adams.

The Livery Schools Link recognises that students need more than 
classroom teaching to help them with their future career choices. 
The exhibition gives them an idea of the career paths and job 
opportunities without necessarily following the university route. 
Students were able to talk to apprentices, under-graduates and 
post-graduates as well as those who are more senior in their 
trade or profession in an informal setting while having some fun 
in taking part in challenges, practical activities and competitions.

The WCoBM is engaged, 
through its charity work, 
with educational awards 
and supporting the 
training of individuals 
in and outside the 
industry. This exhibition 
was therefore an ideal 
opportunity to talk to 
students about a career in 
builders’ merchanting or 
with a supplier of building 
materials. 

Our thanks to the Builders’ 
Merchants Federation 
for kindly providing a 
handout for our stand 
which students could 
take away with them. The 

handout explains the role of a builders’ merchants - who are 
we? What do we do? – the job opportunities in our sector and 
the qualifications required. 

In addition to the explanatory handout, we also produced 
some practical and fun giveaways such as Oyster card wallets 
and our bright yellow rulers, both of which were very popular 
with the students! The rulers were originally produced for the 
Lord Mayor’s Show and include that very important tagline: 
Builders’ Merchants: Supplying Britain’s Building Needs

Ready for action - The Clerk, Master and Liveryman Andrew Pine

The Master talks to young students Liveryman Andrew Pine explains more to students and teachers

Liveryman Andrew Pine comments on the day: 

“We were very pleased with how the day went given that it was our first time, 
and picked up some valuable points for the next time we exhibit. It’s important 
to have material which actively engages and involves the students when they 
visit your stand. Our Oyster card holders were particularly popular! And our 
pull-up stand attracted attention with the glamour of the London Skyline.

“What became apparent very quickly though is how little students knew about 
our trade, including teachers and career officers. But once explained, there 
was real interest, especially when highlighting successes such as MKM’s Glenn 
Paddison, who benefitted from the BMF’s Youth Recruitment Campaign.

“The event emphasised the importance of taking part in the Livery Schools Link 
and in doing more to raise the profile of our industry to young individuals and 
their teachers. We work in a dynamic industry with many career opportunities 
but, as Liveryman Allan Durning and new President of the IoBM points out 
in his article, many students are unaware of the possibilities of working in a 
builders’ merchants or with a supplier. We enlightened one teacher who then 
brought her students to the stand. One expressed an interest in becoming a 
tradesman, and the teacher was able to explain how working for a builders’ 
merchant would still allow him to engage with the trade and products in 
different ways.”
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Charity Fund Donors 2014
In every April issue of the newsletter we publish a list of donors and the donations made by our Company during the last year. 

The company would like to thank all those names below for their most generous donations. However, we have also received 
several anonymous gifts, which we gratefully acknowledge. It would be useful for the Almoner to know the source of these 
donations and any similar future contributions, even if you do not wish your name to appear on the published list.

Andrew Adams, Almoner 

Some Charitable Thoughts
 by Almoner Andrew Adams 
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Donors 2014
JA Adams GA Day CGA Latham T Rowbottom

Mrs HR Adams DG Dickens Ms P Latham JN Rumford

Adams & Son Holdings Mrs SM Elliott JE Lawrence Mrs F Russell Horne

R Atherton RF Erith MG Lewin J Sam

AG Ballinger MA Fennell
WJ Lewis (BM) Ltd on behalf 
of members DC Moore & 
Mrs G Moore

TJ Scott

Mrs AN Ballinger PA Ferris
MKM Building Supplies Ltd on 
behalf of member D Kilburn

Shropshire Building Supplies on 
behalf of members Mrs 
JC Beaver & I Beaver

R Barrett NJ Froy AD Marshall JC Simon

Mrs JC Beaver PH Gill
Marshalls of Halifax on behalf of 
member D Sarti

JH Sinfield

D Bedford HR Grant L Martin DJH Stearn

George Bence & Sons Ltd on 
behalf of members CG Bence & 
PC Bence

BA Hamill J Milligan PJ Stephens

BM Blanchard J Hauxwell ND Neale T Stuart-Jervis

M Bone AK Hawkins
John Nicholls (Trading) Ltd on 
behalf of member A Nicholls

J Swain

DJG Bloomer JC Hawksley RS Norden M Tattam

PS Bradford DCR Hesketh J O'Carroll-Bailey RJ Taylor

H Broomby P Hetherington M Pares Mrs SP Thompson

FR Budd
Hevey Building Supplies on 
behalf of members 
NJ Hemmington & M Mulvey

DR Pearce JN Tipper

R Carr RW Hill K Pepperrell SJ Turner

S Carr T Hill SW Pierce MH Vinden

EB Carter A Hogg AJ Pine J Ward

JG Collins G Hopkins J Poore LA White

R Cope RA Howard JC Putterill JG Williams

R Crees Mrs DJ Jackson DCE Ridgeon JC Worboys

I Crowe JB Jackson Rev MHE Ridgeon W Worsford

PJ Daggett TH Jenkins
Michael Rigby Associates on 
behalf of members M Rigby 
& L Di Stazio

DGE Dale P Kearney DA Roberts

JM Davies P Kelly WJ Rockstro

In this edition you will have read the article about the presentation of a framed copy 
of our Royal Charter to John Cheele’s son, Jon Cheele. I consider myself fortunate to 
have been invited to attend that delightful and relaxed occasion at the famous Inn at 
Whitewell, and to add to my fond memories of our friend and Past Mater, John Cheele.

As Almoner I would like to tell you about the outstanding 
generosity with which John, in his Will, bequeathed a very 
substantial donation to the Charitable Fund. It all goes to show 
how much he appreciated his membership of this Company. 

John’s gift was the most recent of a long list of such legacies 
and it seems timely to say a little on that subject. It’s some 
years since Almoner and Past Master Christopher Latham 
gave a talk about legacies at the Election Court General at 
Trinity House, and I think that I should take this opportunity of 
reminding you of their importance.

The Company has a charitable fund of nearly £1.5m, built up 
over 50 years from the generosity of our members, past and 
present, and prudently invested by our Trustees, with the 
advice of our brokers, Quilter-Cheviot. The income from the 
fund is used to support the charitable objects common to all 
Livery Companies and a list of the previous year’s donations 
appears annually in the April edition of ‘The Builders Merchant’.

Recently there has been discussion about our limited 
involvement in education and training within the builders’ 
merchants industry. In order to rectify this situation the 
Court has decided to form an Education and Training 
Sub-Committee, responsible to the existing Charities & 
Education Committee, and with funds made available for 
that purpose, to increase our commitment in that area. 
Membership of the Sub-Committee is currently being 
finalised. If you feel that you have any expertise or 
ideas which may be useful to us, please contact 
me. 

Several years ago the Lord Mayor, Sir Roger 
Gifford, sent a circular letter to all Livery 
Companies to propose a formal system 
for Liverymen to record an intended 
legacy to their Company. This initiative 
was supported by Deputy William Fraser, 
Chairman of the Livery Committee. I was 
not happy with their approach and feel 
that such donations should be left entirely 
at the discretion of Liverymen and would be 
gratefully accepted as and when they happen.

The purpose of this note to ask whether you 
have considered remembering The Worshipful 
Company of Builders’ Merchants in your Will? 

Such a legacy can be made in a number of ways, including the 
following:

• A sum of money: this can be a specific amount (or can be 
index-linked to rise with inflation)

• A specific item or items: this can be property, shares, bonds 
or other items of value

• A gift from the residue: this can be a percentage or share 
in the remainder of your estate after other gifts, debts and 
tax have been met, and such gift can also be made as a 
reversionary gift after taking care of family or friends for 
their lifetime

As the financial, legal and tax issues associated with leaving 
a legacy may be complex, depending on an individual’s 
circumstances, it is strongly recommended that appropriate 
professional advice is taken to ensure legal certainty and 
tax mitigation when considering making or revising a will to 

provide a legacy.

In the case of any substantial gift it is also 
suggested that your family and/or future 
dependants be made aware of your intentions.

Please give serious thought to this matter and feel 
free to have a chat with our Clerk, Tim Statham, 

or email me andrew@addstone.co.uk. 

On a separate note, I’d like to take this 
opportunity to make a plug for the Master’s 
Weekend in the Trough of Bowland. I’m 
sure that most of us will have travelled up 
the M6 through Lancashire on our way to 
the Lake District or Scotland. Relieved to get 

north of Manchester, we will have barely 
given a glance at the rolling hills passing 
by on our right hand side. Having been 
there myself, I must say it’s a beautiful and 
little-known part of the country and will 
make a splendid backdrop for a friendly and 
entertaining occasion. If you have not yet 
booked your place you should do so at once - 
there are still places available!
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Charity Fund Donations 2014

These donations arise from discussions at the Charities & Education Committee meetings and fall into four broad groups: 

• The Builders’ Merchants Industry

• The City

• The Company 

• General category

A large number of requests and appeals are received from a 
very wide range of charities and individuals and these must 
be carefully assessed to decide which ones to support and 
how much to donate. All this must be done within certain 
parameters and within a budget prepared by our Bursar.

Last year our largest donation was to the Lord Mayor’s Appeal, 
presented to Honorary Member and the Lord Mayor of London 
at the time Alderman Dame Fiona Woolf CBE. It was the largest 
donation given by a Livery Company to the Appeal in Fiona’s 
Mayoral year. The Appeal went towards raising £2 million to four 
of Fiona’s benefitting charities: Beating Bowel Cancer, Princess 
Alice Hospice, Raleigh International and Working Chance.   

Last year the WCoBM donated £15,000 towards the Lord Mayor’s Appeal

Builders’ Merchants 

BMF Prizes £1,800

BMF Tankards £250

Commonwealth Forestry Association I£250

Construction Youth Trust £500

Rainy Day Trust £2,000

Timber Trades Benevolent Society £500

IOBM Skills Training Day £500

£5,800

City

City & Guilds of London Institute £250

City & Guilds of London Art School £250

Tokako Jin (special award) £250

City of London Festival £250

Guildhall School of Music & Drama £500

Lord Mayor’s Appeal £15,000

Mansion House Scholarship Scheme £250

Museum of London £250

St Cecilia Musicians Benevolent Fund £250

St Paul’s Foundation £500

Sheriffs’ And Recorder’s Fund £250

Shrieval Chains £100

United Guilds Service £125

 £18,225

Company

Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (special fund) £2,000

Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (prize fund) £144

Tower of London Appeal Fund £1,000

Master’s Nomination - (2014 Bliss) £500

Master’s Nomination - (2014 Scotty’s Little Soldiers) £500
 

Senior Warden’s Nomination - (2014 SSAFA)  £250

Senior Warden’s Nomination - (2014 Lancashire Fusiliers)  £250

Junior Warden’s Nomination - (2014 London Air Ambulance) £250

Bursar’s Nomination - (2014 Reeds School Appeal) £250

Almoner’s Nomination - (2014 Arthritis Research UK) £250

 £5,394

General Donations

Avenue House Estate Trust Appeal - (Sir Michael Bear) £500

Beckenham & Dulwich SCC £1000

George Tolley - special award £250

BLESMA £250

Brathay Trust £100

Children's Magic Taxi Tour £1,250

Cure Parkinsons Trust £250

Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust £500

Lincoln Cathedral £1,000

Marie Curie Cancer - (J Cheele) £100

Mudchute Park and Farm £250

Jim Putterill Appeal £1,000

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal £300

St Dunstans £250

Shaftesbury Society £250

Safe Anchor Trust - (B Carter) £200

Sons of Clergy £250

Treloar's Trust £500

Weldmar Hospice Care Trust - (J Cheele) £100

William Wilberforce Trust £1,000

 £9,300

Total of all donations £38,719

Donations made in 2014

What else…
The newsletter continues to grow and we’ve run out of space in this issue! So below is a 

roundup of other events and activity since the last issue

A collection of Masters at the Ravenscroft 

Innovation Lecture

John Poore’s Master’s badge caught the eye of His Royal 

Highness the Duke of Edinburgh at the Service and 

Reception to celebrate the refurbishment of the Chapel 

Royal of St Peter ad Vincula in the Tower of London. 

John was all too happy to explain its significance!

Builders Merchants’ line up for action at the annual Skills 
at Arms day in Canterbury with 3rd Battalion The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (PWRR).Back row (L-R): Liveryman Dave Moore, Past Master Ken Pepperrell, Linda Poore with Immediate Past Master John Poore, the Master and Liveryman Chris Hayward

The Master and the Sea Cadets following the presentation of their Burgee flag in January

The Master attended the Ravenscroft Innovation Lecture in February, 
organised by the Worshipful Company of Glass Sellers. The topic 
was: Glass at the Cutting Edge - shaping the future. The speaker 
highlighted how glass has shaped the way we currently live and the 
potential of glass in transforming our future. Eleven Livery Companies 
were represented, including WCoBM

We also have a full update from Colonel John Baynham on the 
activities of the Regiment in 2014. The soldiers had a busy year! 
Visit our website www.wcobm.co.uk to read the full article.

The Company has close links 
with the Beckenham & Penge 
Sea Cadets and this year 
they asked for some support 
to upgrade their building. 
Liveryman and builders’ 
merchant Simon Lawson of 
Lawsons (Whetstone) Ltd 
kindly agreed to donate 
the materials for the 
refurbishment. 

The Company and the Sea Cadets are very grateful for his contribution.  
We hope to get some photos of the completed project to publish in the 
next issue. For more information on the Sea Cadets visit  
www.sea-cadets.org 
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Q: You recently branched out on your own and set up Ethan 

Mason. Tell us about your new venture.

A: Last year I decided to leave the big corporate world and 

launch my own company ‘Ethan Mason Paving’, in order that I 

could continue with my passion for landscaping products and 

continue working with builders’ merchants.

My family is a big part of my life and instrumental in my new 

business venture. The company is named after my two young 

sons Ethan and Mason, and my wife Sarah has now joined the 

business and I am very grateful for her support and input. My 

sons have already clocked what is going on and are looking 

forward to following in my footsteps!

Ethan Mason Paving is a fast growing natural stone importer 

based in the City of Lichfield and at the port of Southampton. 

All of our natural stone is ethically sourced, calibrated and 

independently tested to ensure the highest quality product is 

delivered to our customers. 

We also have our own warehousing and 

distribution partner that allows us to hold big 

stocks of the most popular products, with the 

ability to distribute quickly to our customers. 

I’m building the business on the principles 

of having an unrivalled reputation for 

quality and exceptional customer service.

Q: What influenced your decision to set up 

your own business?

A: Given the massive market opportunity and 

my strong established supply chain connections, 

I felt the time was right to set up my own 

company, allowing me to freely operate with my passion for 

paving throughout our sector. 

Having spent so many valuable years in the 

industry it became very clear to me that 

builders’ merchants are busy people who 

need suppliers that can move quickly to help 

generate new business by always bringing 

new ideas and methods of selling. 

There is a gap for a fresh new brand with a 

passion to challenge and raise the bar in this 

very established market place.

To find out more call Mike on 07866 338113. 
Follow @EMPaving

Q: For members of the WCoBM who don’t know you, how 

would you describe yourself and what is your background?

A: I began my career in 1999 when I joined Aggregate 

Industries. My first role was with Bradstone where I spent the 

first few weeks working in the factory, making paving slabs. 

It’s fair to say my love for paving began at this point especially 

when enduring the 4.30am starts in the middle of winter!

I continued with a number of key roles within the group 

and I left to become a Director of a waste management and 

demolition firm in Birmingham and Derby. This period proved 

to be a very valuable few years for me. I learnt the ‘art’ of 

working for a family run company and quickly realised what 

speed and urgency was all about in business. 

I then rejoined Bradstone and Charcon as Sales Director and 

it was during this period I understood how fundamental the 

builders’ merchant sector is in the distribution of building 

products to the construction industry.

Q: What had you heard about the WCoBM prior to your 

introduction?

A: I’d been lucky enough to be invited to a number of events 

and had learnt much about the Company, its traditions and 

membership. I was delighted and honoured to receive my 

invitation to join and have not looked back since.

Q: How closely did WCoBM match your perception of it before 

you joined?

A: I’d picked up a good understanding of the WCoBM before 

I joined, however I did not fully appreciate the great charity 

work that is undertaken for so many good causes and I’m 

looking forward to getting involved as much as I can. 

What has also become very apparent is the fantastic advice 

and support that is shared and given by other members of the 

Company who have many years of valuable experience.

Q: What is your understanding of what the Company 

represents and the benefits to the industry?

A: It’s clear to all that the Company does a fantastic job of 

representing our industry and I am very proud to be a part of it. 

I’m very excited to be part of a network of like-minded people 

who are all committed to helping give something back to our 

industry. 

The Company’s strong network of key decision makers in our 

sector can only continue to benefit the direction of travel in 

our industry which will help us all deliver growth as the market 

continues to recover.

Q: You’ve attended a number of WCoBM events. Which stand 

out for you and which are you looking forward to attending in 

the future? 

A: I really enjoyed the Summer lunch last June at Innholders’ 

Hall, which included a visit to the Shard. It was a great 

experience heading to the top of an incredible building. 

The views were amazing especially when enjoying one or 

two glasses of pink champagne with fellow Liverymen Neil 

Hemmington, Mark Mulvey and Allan Durning! 

I will try and attend as many events as I can this year and I am 

looking forward to attending ‘A Day at York Races’ on the 

11th July.
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“The Company’s strong 
network of key decision 
makers in our sector can 

only continue to benefit the 
direction of travel in our 

industry which will help us 
all deliver growth as the 

market continues 
to recover.”

Liveryman Mike Leeming was among the 12 new Liverymen to be 
installed at Mansion House on 24th October 2014. 

In an interview with Mike 
Leeming, he talks about 
his background in the 
industry and new venture 
in hard landscaping. He 
also highlights the honour 
of being invited to join the 
WCoBM and the significance 
it represents to him.
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The next newsletter will be issued in October 2015. If you have any interesting stories, photos, profiles or other information you would like  
to see featured please contact Mike Rigby: mike@mra-marketing.com or Lucia Di Stazio: lucia@mra-marketing.com

In memory of…

Past Master David Cyril Elliot Ridgeon MBE 
6th May 1935 – 7th October 2014 

It is with great sadness that 
Past Master David Ridgeon 
MBE passed away last year 
on 7th October. David passed 
away peacefully at home after 
suffering a stroke months 
earlier.

David was a very important figure in 
the industry, and the Company was 
honoured to have him on the Court and 
serving as Master in 2000-2001.

David was born on the day of the King 
George V Jubilee Celebrations. It was 
a family joke that the gun salute for 
George V on the Common sped his 
arrival! His National Service was with 
the Royal Artillery in Germany; he returned to continue 
working with ‘Cyril Ridgeon and Son Ltd,’ becoming the 
third generation to join the family business.

He trained in the yard, went on the road as a Sales 
Representative for the company and travelled to Sweden 
and Finland for hands-on timber training. In 1958, David 
was given the challenge of managing the newly acquired 
Saffron Walden Building Material Supply Company. He 
turned the business around and it was noted that David 
“obviously intended that we were to be successful”.

When his father died in 1973, David took over the 
leadership of Ridgeons with the strong emphasis that ‘the 
success of the business relies on the quality of our staff and 
on the service we give to our customers’. He had a one-to-
one leadership style, investing in the development of his 
employees and empowering them with responsibilities. 
He led with humility, authenticity and, above all, a sense 
of stewardship. He was President of Ridgeons Group ‘25 
Club’, for full and part-time employees with over 25 years 
of service, and was always thrilled to see new members join 
the Club. He also took a great deal of interest in, and was a 
trustee of, CPW - the Chaplaincy to People at Work.

David focussed on the continual need for Ridgeons to 
‘make it easy for our customers to do business with us’. He 
developed his team of Directors and, under his leadership, 
they grew the business, taking it from a £6m turnover 
business in 1973 with 330 employees to a £115m turnover 
company by 2004, with 913 employees. David always 

sought high standards and led his trusted 
team as improvements and acquisitions 
expanded the family business. David was 
at the helm for over 30 years, helping the 
Group to expand through acquisitions 
and organic growth, before handing 
over to his daughter Anne. The company 
currently has a non-exec Chairman, and 
three family members and Directors 
on the full Board. Ridgeons is now the 
largest independent timber and builders’ 
merchants in East Anglia and the business 
celebrated its centenary in 2011. The 
character of the family business today, 
with high standards of ethics, integrity 
and management, stems from David.

David achieved the respect of his peers in 
the industry, serving as President of the 
Builders Merchant Federation (BMF) in 

1989 after chairing the Education and Training Committee 
of the BMF. In 2000, he served as Master of the Worshipful 
Company of Builders Merchants. And after completing 
50 years with the Ridgeon Group, he received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the Builders’ Merchants Awards for 
Excellence in 2003. 

His most proud moment was to be honoured with an MBE by 
Prince Charles in 2013 for services to the builders’ merchant 
industry and services to the community of Cambridgeshire. 
The Award recognised his unfailing commitment to 
the Group and industry as a whole, as well as to local 
communities.

Known as a true gentleman, a courteous and kind leader, his 
modesty belied his considerable achievements while his quiet 
generosity reflected his Christian faith.

David was married to Jill for 53 years; they were faithful 
friends to so many people. He was a proud father to Rachel 
and Anne, and especially proud grandfather to his four 
grandchildren. St Andrew’s Street Baptist Church in the 
heart of Cambridge was his ‘church family’ and was always 
important to him. David served as a deacon, church secretary, 
trustee and chairman of the fabric committee (maintaining 
the church buildings). He enjoyed seeing the development 
of the buildings over the years, and the improvements in the 
facilities for community use.

He will be greatly missed.
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