
Time flies when you are having 
fun. And we have been having 
fun, just as I promised a year ago 
when I set out the theme at the 
Court meeting and Installation 
dinner.

I planned to “have plenty of fun, 
friendship, camaraderie; doing good to 
others whilst helping to take our great 
industry forward in an ever changing 
and challenging world.” I have taken 
soundings throughout the year, in 
Tenerife, Cyprus and elsewhere, often 
labouring late into the night, as you’ll see 
when you turn the pages of this excellent 
newsletter, so I am reasonably confident 
that I have delivered on my theme - but 
that is down to you to judge! 

It has been an excellent and eventful 
year, for me and our Company. How 
could it be otherwise with Fiona Woolf an 
Honorary Court Member of our Company 
serving as only the second female Lord 
Mayor?  

The industry is buoyant. Not that I can 
claim to have contributed much to it. 
The economy is strong and a benchmark 
for growth in Europe. And the industry’s 
pioneering promotion of construction in 
the Get Britain Building campaign has 
been rewarded. Government, economists, 
industry and the media now accept that 
building matters, and we have all-party 
political support for housing. Five year 
construction forecasts are strong. But 
we have more to do before Government, 
media, business, industry and the public 
know what builders’ merchants do. So, 
we launched a new strapline for our float 
at last year’s Lord Mayor Show to tell 
them - ‘Builders’ Merchants: Supplying 
Britain’s Building Needs.’ 
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28 For your DiaryIt is such an important message that 
we asked MRA Marketing to create an 
insertion with it so we could include it 
in the Lord Mayor’s Ball brochure for 
the City to see. And we’ve had great 
support from industry magazines. BMN 
and PBM are featuring it in their October 
or November issues to motivate the 
industry to do more to tell the world 
what builders’ merchants do and why 
they matter. We hope all industry 
magazines will support it. The insertion 
appears on page 3 of this newsletter. 

Having mentioned MRA, I’d like to 
thank them for their enthusiasm and 
expertise in marketing our Company. 
Lucia and Mike produce this substantial 
newsletter twice a year, and do PR so we 
appear in the trade media. They created 
and maintain our website and run our 
Twitter account, and they attend events 
and organise and take photography and 
videos. And MRA does this pro-bono for 
the good of our Company.

Our aim is to raise the profile of WCoBM 
in the City and our industry, spread 
the word and build our reputation so 
people know us and the right things are 
said about us; a Company people in the 
industry listen to and want to join. 

The result is people in the City talk about 
us and comment on our newsletter. 
Our support for Get Britain Building has 
contributed to action. We are invited to 
events and we are asked to comment 
in the media. Membership is buoyant, 
particularly among active younger 
merchants and women. 

And it is your Company, your newsletter 
and your website. So can I ask you please 
to contribute by telling Lucia your news, 
about you or your business, your interests 
and what you get up to, so we can share 
it with other members? 

...Continued on page 2

Master John Poore
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Please follow us on Twitter @WCoBM 
and update your details in the members 
section of the website, so other members 
will find it easy to get in touch with you 
and network. Add a photograph too, so 
it’s easier to put names to faces and say 
hello when you meet at our social events. 
And do come along. They are a lot of fun 
and very rewarding. 

As I said at the start, it’s been a fun 
year. But it would not have been half 
as much fun without a lot of help, 
support, organisation and camaraderie 
from Senior Warden, Gill Moore, Junior 
Warden, Leo Martin, our Learned Clerk 
Tim Statham, Denise Llewellyn and Tony 
Parker our Beadle. Thank you all. 

On Friday 24th October we welcome our 
next Master Gill Moore. She will be the 
first female Master of our Livery. Gill’s 
installation dinner will be hosted at 
Mansion House in the presence of our 
very own Lord Mayor Fiona Woolf OBE 
- a fantastic start to her historic year. 
We hope many of you will be there to 
celebrate this special occasion. I wish Gill 
and Dave a great year, lots of fun and 
camaraderie and the very best of luck.

John Poore
Master 

Senior Warden, Gill Moore

...Continued from page 1

Builders’ Merchants...
Supplying Britain’s Building Needs

80-85% of the built environment you see is supplied by 
Britain’s builders’ merchants.

Merchants and their suppliers are crucial to construction, 
which each year contributes more than £40 billion to the 
UK economy. 

Our members include leading figures from merchants of 
all size and types, buying societies, buying groups, and 
product and service suppliers. 

Find out more at www.wcobm.co.uk
Worshipful Company 

of Builders’ Merchants

T: 0207 329 2189   •   E: info@wcobm.co.uk   •   www.wcobm.co.uk   •   @WCoBM 

Most of London’s skyline passes through our hands
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Congratulations to Shanker Patel, Chief Executive of Lords Builders’ Merchants, who 
was installed as a Liveryman in June. Shanker became a Freeman in March 2013.

We also welcome the following new Freemen who were admitted earlier this year. We 
look forward to seeing them at future events:

Member News

Nicholas Neale, Director, 
Gardner & Scardifield 

Andrew Pine, Director, 
Merchant Development 
Solutions Ltd

John Swain, Group Sales 
& Marketing Director, 
Plasmor Ltd

Liveryman Shanker Patel, 
Chief Executive of Lords 

Builders’ Merchants

Don’t forget, once you have 
become a Freeman of the 
Company, should you wish to 
progress your membership and 
become a Liveryman, the next 
step is to arrange a date at the 
Guildhall to attend a ceremony 
for your Freedom of the City 
certificate. Once you’ve done 
this, tell our Learned Clerk Tim 
Statham. He will arrange the next 
appropriate date for you to be 
clothed as a Liveryman.

Receiving your Freedom of the City is a truly memorable and special 
occasion. Many Freemen bring family and friends to be part of this 
unique ceremony. We congratulate Freemen Trevor Jenkins and Christine 
Wilde on recently receiving their Freedom of the City.

Christine Wilde, Managing Director, 
Catnic Ltd

The full page insertion designed for The Lord 
Mayor’s Ball brochure. Look out for it in the 
trade publications BMN and PBM.

Mark Mulvey, Managing 
Director, Hevey Building 
Supplies

Trevor Jenkins (R), Director, Homeleigh Group
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Q. What is the role of the Clerk for a 
Livery Company?

A. The Company’s Bylaws describe him 
or her as “a senior executive of the 
Company” which doesn’t give much 
away and rather suggests a Chief 
Executive above and a number of junior 
executives below; neither is the case 
here. Basically, the Clerk 
is the principal employed 
officer ensuring the 
smooth running of the 
Company and that the 
Company’s business 
is administered in 
accordance with the 
Court’s instructions. Put 
another way, he/ she 
is the Civil Service, the 
permanent infrastructure 
whereas the Master is 
the Minister but knowing 
that tenure will only last 
a year

Q. Do you get to accompany the Master 
on many of his visits/dinners/events?

A. Very much so. In the old days the 
adage was: “The Master can go nowhere 
without his Clerk!” That has changed 
over time. I tend to accompany incoming 
Masters to most events at the beginning 
of the year but taper off towards the 
end. By that stage the Master will most 
likely know more people at the event 

than me! Of course, the invitation maybe 
for the Master only in which case I can 
carry on being a senior executive at the 
office!

Q. What part do you play in preparing 
the Master for his visits, dinners or 
events?

A. Checking the Master’s Diary to see if 
attendance is possible. Assessing whether 
it’s a “must”/highly desirable/entirely 
discretionary. Ensuring the Master 
has the ticket/pass/password to gain 
admittance; is wearing the right attire; 
has the correct timings; is accompanied 
when appropriate; knows the importance 
of the event for the Company and who to 
look out for; and actually attending the 
event myself if asked and introducing the 
Master to people.

Q. Which event(s) have been your most 
memorable and why?

A. The Royal Charter Luncheon on 12th 
September 2012 at Skinners’ Hall, 
attended by HRH the Duke of Gloucester 
– a date etched on the memory. The 
Duke was pleased to present the  Royal 
Charter to the then Master, Graham 
Ballinger, and Past Master Cheele – 
sadly no longer with us - was pleased to 
present me with my “bands” (see photo). 

Q. Have you met anyone in particular 
in your role of Clerk that you wouldn’t 
normally get to meet or that sticks in 
your mind?

A. Yes but I’ve lost count of the number 
of them! You certainly do get to meet 
people you wouldn’t otherwise; they 
prove to be very interesting and a lot 
have achieved things and shown courage 
above and beyond anything one can 
imagine. We had a PWRR Dinner in the 
Fusiliers Mess last year and I spoke to the 
winner of the VC who described how he 
had won his award.

Q. What have been your highlights 
over the last 7 plus years as Clerk of the 
WCoBM?

A. None of this organising, administering, 
event-attending and being a senior 

executive would have 
happened without the 
invaluable help of Denise 
Llewellyn at the office. 
We are most grateful to 
Neil Cameron and the 
City of London Solicitors’ 
Company for allowing 
Denise to go above and 
beyond the call of duty 
herself and applying that 
superb Livery-organising 
brain of hers ensuring 
WCoBM events do indeed 
run smoothly. Apart 
from the very congenial 
atmosphere at the office 

– and being allowed the loan of Neil’s 
pilot briefcase for Court Meetings - I 
would mention all the happy events at 
St. Peter ad Vincula: a superb Choir; a 
setting and history second to none; the 
ever-welcoming Honorary Chaplain 
Canon Roger Hall and supper afterwards 
at either Trinity House or Watermen’s. 
What more can you ask for? 

The Learned Clerk Tim Statham is a familiar face at most WCoBM 
events. In this article, Co-Editor Lucia Di Stazio finds out more about the 
role and experiences of a Clerk and what Tim gets up to when he’s not 
organising the Master!

Q. I understand your role of Clerk 
occupies 2.5 days of the week – is that 
right? Does that mean feet up for the 
rest of the week?!

A. Yes and no. (You can tell I used to be a 
lawyer!) Yes, on paper at any rate all that 
organising etc. is supposed to happen 
inside 2.5 days of the week! No, I believe 
in being a “doer not a viewer” – anyway, 
daytime TV would be far worse than the 
organising etc. Throughout my time as 
Clerk up untiI 31st May this year I had 
a second job as Company Secretary of 
Skills for Justice – an interesting job for 
an interesting organisation involved in 
the training of the Police and a number 
of other important sectors of the UK 
workforce. No ritual or regalia at Board 
Meetings though and Mem. & Arts. 
rather than Charter and Bylaws.

Q. What are your interests outside of 
work?

A. Apart from dealing with the cat’s 
dietary requirements which vary daily, I 
have two voluntary roles:

1. Trustee of the City & Guilds of 
London Art School which a number of 
Masters have visited;

2. As general factotum at Willoughby 
Methodist Church N8 which has 
included – since 1978 - a range of duties 

recently chairing the Men’s Fellowship 
Committee and preparing Services on 
PowerPoint so they can be seen on 
screen.

I enjoy music but alas was born with 
the hands of a programme-seller more 
than those of a pianist. I also enjoy 
walking and have now walked two of 
the excellent National Trails (the Thames 
Path and the Ridgeway) and am currently 
sizing up the Cotswold Way. Walks 
usually involve travelling well outside 
the M25, excellent scenery, finding out 
about places of historical interest en 
route and ending up at a pub for some 
much needed refreshment. It’s always 
a shame when the end of the Trail is 
reached but, as Robert Louis Stevenson 
said, “It is better to travel hopefully than 
to arrive.”

 Tim was presented with his bands at the 
Royal Charter luncheon

“Apart from the very congenial atmosphere 
at the office – and being allowed the loan of 

Neil’s pilot briefcase for Court Meetings - I 
would mention all the happy events at St. 

Peter ad Vincula: a superb Choir; a setting and 
history second to none; the ever-welcoming 

Honorary Chaplain Canon Roger Hall and 
supper afterwards at either Trinity House or 
Watermen’s. What more can you ask for?”

Interview with The Learned Clerk

Tell us your story…
The Builders’ Merchant wants to know more about what members 
get up to. Editors Mike Rigby and Lucia Di Stazio ask you to share 
your experiences.

In this issue Liveryman Steve Mascall tells us about his charity walk with his wife 
Helen to raise money for the John Radcliffe Hospital. And on a weekend trip to 
London Liveryman Lucia captures an atmospheric shot of ceramic poppies filling 
the Tower’s moat. See page 22. In previous issues, Past Master Stuart Somerville 
wrote of his involvement in theatre and his experience as a volunteer for the 
Olympic Games. 

Do you have stories you’d like to share? Are you involved in charities or politics, 
or unusual activities members might be interested in? Tells us about your 
interests and hobbies. These could include sailing, hunting, shooting, diving, 
cycling, horse riding, climbing, abseiling, skydiving, chess, wind surfing…or 
others. But we are also interested in extraordinary events or special occasions 
for your business too.  

Knowing what members get up to is a conversation starting point when you 
are networking. If you want to tell us your story, email Lucia Di Stazio at 
lucia@mra-marketing.com or call 01453 521621 and we will feature it in the next newsletter 
(April 2015). Send us photos to support your story too!



Among the watchers on the heights overlooking the action, a controller with 
face-paint camouflage called instructions into a microphone headset. He 
carried a large radio backpack with long swaying aerials. Immediately there 
was a cascade of firing from the steep terraced slopes on the opposite side of 
the valley. The friendly force in the valley floor below came under an intense 
counter attack. The helicopter swooped down to collect a small team, flying 
them quickly to a clearing high on the opposite side of the valley. There was 
a fierce but brief engagement, and it was all over within half an hour. The 
controller acknowledged their report: ‘all enemy down. No friendly force 
causalities. Heading back.’ The helicopter peeled off with a flyby and flourish 
before heading out of the valley. 

We, the watchers, were privileged to be the guests 
of Lt Colonel John Baynham and the 3PWRR on 
manoeuvres in Cyprus. We were the Master John 
Poore and his wife Linda, Immediate Past Master 
Andrew Day, Past Master Graham Ballinger and his 
wife Liveryman Averill Ballinger, Senior Warden Gill 
Moore and Liveryman Dave Moore and me, your 

editor, Mike Rigby. 

Twelve years ago the army 
was poorly equipped, 
and in the news for 
all the wrong reasons. 
Boots melted and fell 
apart in the heat. Radio 
communication were 
antique. Troops bought 
their own boots and 
used their mobiles to 
communicate on the 
battlefield. Vehicles were 
poorly protected. Weapons 

were inaccurate and sometimes didn’t work. Now the army’s 
equipment is fit for purpose, and second to none. And 3PWRR, 
a combined force of regulars and reserves, is the best equipped 
regiment in the army. 

We saw the new Bowman communications kit, and looked 
through the brilliant new scopes for anti-tank missile launchers, 

capable of hitting a tank with precision over 2km away. The 
infra-red scopes for night vision are daylight clear and sharp. 
Rifles have new scopes which are clear and easy to aim, quick 
and easy to adjust for 400, 600 and 800 metres. They have 
another small top-mounted scope with a red dot hologram for 
short distance shooting. Used with both eyes open it’s easy and 
accurate. They also have night vision scopes and goggles. It’s a 
huge step forward. The night vision equipment is so good, troops 
say: ‘we own the night’. 

Anti-bunker and anti-tank missiles cost from £40,000 to £70,000 
each so they practice using lasers and accurate scope sights. Your 
editor got the chance to fire one – with lasers - and ‘destroyed’ a 
bunker. Even using lasers, it was quite an experience. 

Through haze in the distance below, beyond folds in the scrubby ground, the 
watchers saw small groups of camouflaged men with their weapons crouched 
behind bushes. Even through the new high powered, army-green x30 binoculars 
they were almost impossible to spot. 

Two or three hundred yards away to their right on the valley floor, enemy forces 
were in a clearing with farm buildings and stationary vehicles. Unaware of the 
imminent threat, they walked slowly across the clearing or stood watch behind 
fixed positions. 

Suddenly, the attacking force moved in. Soldiers paused by walls, disappeared 
behind trees and bushes, ran across clearings, regrouped and streamed forward. It 
was hard to make out what was happening, even with high powered binoculars. A 
silent movie disrupted by 
a distant crackle of guns. 
Some soldiers fell and didn’t 
get up. Many more of the 
defending forces fell or fell 
back. The attackers overran 
them. Mopping up took 
a little longer, but it was 
over surprisingly quickly. 
When the firing stopped, 
bodies lay scattered across 
the valley floor. Without 
binoculars the bodies were 
small dark marks on a dirty 
white surface. 

High above, the 
watchers tracked a 
lean black attack dog 
streak across the hot 

dusty scrub in the silent valley below. It overhauled the running man within seconds 
and knocked him over. Biting his arm it shook and dragged the man a couple of feet 
across the rock-strewn ground. A dog handler jogged up and pulled it off. The first 
man got warily to his feet. 

Another dog ran in short darting bursts, circling bushes, disappearing behind rocks, 
pausing to sniff the ground beside stationary camouflage-brown vehicles, bushes 

and fallen bodies. The sniffer dog’s stop-start run 
was purposeful but difficult to follow through 
binoculars. It stopped, pointing like a gun dog 
at a large bush. A man ran up and leashed it, 
retrieving a hidden rifle and ammunition the dog 
had located. 

Breaking the silence, a helicopter descended 
into the valley, dropping out of sight behind a 
rise in the valley floor. Its rotors sent up swirling 
clouds of dense white dust. Minutes later it 
reappeared and swooped to the right pursuing 
a small fast moving brown vehicle carrying a 
‘person of interest’ intelligence had identified. 

The vehicle bounced and swayed on the winding track past 
semi-derelict buildings towards the flat plain beyond. The 
helicopter dropped down behind the buildings, setting off 
a prolonged crackle of gunfire. Distant matchstick-men 
darted across a clearing and into a copse of low spindly 
trees beyond the buildings. There was more gunfire. Then it 
was quiet. 

Gunfire, helicopters, attack dogs!
With the regiment in Cyprus (Part 1)
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Helicopter swoops across valley floor

Our Armed Forces are being cut back and reshaped. Regulars and reserves are being 
combined into one flexible fighting force. Lt Colonel John Baynham, Princess of Wales 
Royal Regiment, invited WCoBM to see 3PWRR in action.

Past Master Ballinger, the Colonel and 2 Brigadiers

Take your pick Senior Warden

The controller calls the next move

The Editor prepares to destroy a bunker!

Waiting for the signal

It takes a tank out at 2km, Dave

The attacking force moves in

Sniffer dog on left, attack dog on right

Helicopter sends up clouds of dust
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The highlight of the day was the sophisticated Saab 
battlefield monitoring and analysis system. It was a 
revelation. PWRR is the first regiment to use it. It’s so 
new a visiting Brigadier General had not seen it in action 
before. 

Using highly accurate GPS which triangulates many 
satellites, not just the three in everyday GPS, it tracks 
your position to one metre square. In the exercise 
everyone wears a GPS helmet band and vest which 
identifies them personally and attaches lasers to their 
weapons. When they point directly at an enemy force’s 
helmet or vest, sensors record a partial (wounded) or full 
hit (kill). 

The monitoring screen shows where every single person 
is at every stage of the action, whether they are standing 
or lying down and if they’ve been hit. Analysts can speed 
up or slow the action, focus on a particular engagement 
and rerun it from different angles. It can zoom out 
to review the sweep of battle or zoom in to a single 
soldier. It sees who shot who, where and when. And 
it can analyse ‘what ifs’ and play alternative scenarios 
to improve training and decision making in the field. It 
also clarifies confused memories and shows troops and 
commanders what they actually did if they remember 
otherwise. 

Looking at what we had watched, much of it obscure or invisible from our 
vantage point where generals and commanders stand, everything was visible 
and comprehensible. 

This is battle in real time, from a radically new perspective. Seeing themselves 
on screen, the troops were totally focused, absorbed and keen to learn. 

One important consequence of using the new generation of highly accurate 
weapon systems, with ultra-clear scopes and night vision gear, is that kill 
ratios have improved dramatically. Historically, despite vast amounts of bullets 
being fired, relatively few hit their target. Weapon systems were inaccurate, 
and you had to be a marksman to hit anything in the heat and stress of battle. 
At night no one could see so it was a lottery.

This has changed. As one of the Brigadiers told me, the British public do not 
know how powerful a fighting force they have and how effectively they 
engage with the enemy. In parts of the exercise we observed, when the 
friendly forces reported back to the controller, all of the opposing forces had 
been killed. If untrained civilians like your editor can hit an enemy bunker with 
a missile first time, our highly trained soldiers can do it routinely. With the 
latest generation of weapons and equipment, they go into battle on our behalf 
with the odds in their favour. 

Food and rations have also improved, as have their boots, general clothing and 
equipment. But not everything is so advanced. The showering arrangements 
are less sophisticated to say the least, as the Master demonstrated. 

Analysing the fire fight cont... More hard work!

Taking  ‘Cyprus’ coffee in the shade 
with 3PWRR

Hot nuts, Erotica, what is the Master up to...

Lunch with 3PWRR on Troodos Mountain
Immediate Past Master Andrew Day 

flags down bus driver to take a photo

Lt Colonel John Baynham and The Master enjoyed 
a drink...or two, or three!

The Master demonstrates the modern 
shower facilities

Analysing the firefight

Brigadier Mooney: ‘New radio?’ Tick; ‘New scopes & night sights?’ Tick; 
‘New Saab system?’ Wow!

The Master and Senior Warden among the watchers

Eight went to Cyprus

The Regiment were good hosts and showed us the highs 
and lows of the island. The Colonel talked about the island’s 
turbulent and difficult history, and the two John’s matched 
each other drink for drink before, during and after some great 
meals, while the Brigadiers added some intellectual weight 
to the after dinner discussions. It was highly memorable and 
enormous fun. 

To be continued: Part 2 and a photographic record of our trip to 
Cyprus will be on the website in November www.wcobm.co.uk
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Past Master John Hauxwell worked in the industry for over 40 years and was installed as 
WCoBM’s Master in 1997. In an interview with Editor Mike Rigby, John looks back at his 
time in the industry, his year as Master and how the Company has evolved. 

A forward-looking history 

Q: What is your background in the 
industry?

“I was Managing Director of William Way 
Builders’ Merchants in New Malden for 36 
years between 1966 and 2002. Before that 
I worked with Fisher Renwick Services, now 
Ryder Truck, in the road haulage industry 
with over 1,000 vehicles.”

Q: When did you join the WCoBM?

“I was privileged to be invited into the Livery and became a 
Freeman in 1985 and a Liveryman the following year. In 1997 
I was installed as Master of the Company. This was the first of 
three leading industry roles I was honoured to be part of. The 
others included being President of the Builders’ Merchants 
Federation (BMF) in 2003 and becoming President of the 
Institute of Builders’ Merchants (IoBM) one or two years later. I 
believe I’m only one of two that have held all three positions – 
the other being Colonel Aubrey Lincoln MC,TD. 

“My year as Master is unforgettable. The most memorable 
moment is hosting ‘Ladies night’ at Mansion house. Over 
300 members with their partners and wives attended. It was 
a unique event at the time because it 
included guests. Until relatively recently, 
Livery events were for members only. The 
Company was more of a closed shop when 
I was Master, and in the years before me. 
Dinners and occasions were organised for 
Freemen and Liverymen only. But this did 
not encourage potential new members and 
the wider industry was much less aware of 
the WCoBM and what it stands for.”

Q: How has the Livery evolved?

“Well it’s a positive step forward that 
the Company is becoming more open 
and forward thinking, something recent 
Masters have encouraged. They recognise 
the importance of communicating to 
the industry, and have been focussed on 
improving awareness of the Company, its 

influence in the City and its support for 
charities, education and young merchants. 
Today we have a variety of different 
events organised during the calendar year, 
giving members the opportunity to bring 
guests, family and friends. Our events and 
occasions are hosted in some fantastic 
historic venues and it’s a real privilege to be 
part of them.

“Our annual Awards luncheon organised in 
the Spring was another significant stepping 

stone in establishing the Company as a key networking 
platform for senior industry players and allowing guests to gain 
a better understanding of the Livery. It was introduced in 2012 
during the year of Past Master Graham Ballinger.”

Q: That all sounds very positive…?

“Yes it is, but it also takes me on to my next point. While 
becoming more open has been a positive step forward, I feel 
in some ways it has diluted the importance and privilege of 
being asked to join the Company. And that saddens me. Livery 
companies have 800 years of history and tradition behind 
them. It is a terrific honour to be invited to join.”

Q: What are your interests and hobbies?

“Well I have plenty to occupy my time. I like 
to keep active and love walking, particularly 
in the Lake District and mountains. I walk 
up to 30 miles a week. I also swim every day 
in an open air pool – heated of course! And 
I’m still part of the City of London Liveries 
and Ward Clubs. I also enjoy time with my 
family. I have seven grandchildren between 
the ages of 12 and one who keep me busy, 
and every Sunday evening my wife and I 
enjoy dinner at our favourite local Italian 
restaurant with a good bottle of white wine 
after an active walking session – the perfect 
end to our weekend. “

Editor Mike Rigby interviews...

Past Master 

John Hauxwell
John as Master in 1997

John and his wife Barbara at Mansion 
House during his Master’s year

John (L) at the latest Awards luncheon

Dear Master...

A thank you to the Master from Brigadier J P Mooney for visiting the 3rd 
Battalion in Cyprus and for our ongoing support. 



Summer Event
Lunch at Innholders’ Hall & Tour of The Shard
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A Michelin-starred lunch
In June, the Company hosted its summer lunch for Liverymen, Freemen and 
guests at the historic Innholders’ Hall. We had a tour of the Hall before lunch. 

The Innholders’ Company is No.32 of the 109 Livery Companies of London. 
Tracing its origin to the early 1300s, the Company became known as the Guild 
of Innholders in 1473 and, with the Brewers and Distillers, concentrates on 
slaking the thirst of Liverymen. It received its first Charter from Henry VIII in 
1514, and seven years later occupied a Hall on the present site in College Street. 

The Hall has been through turbulent times. It was destroyed in the Great 
Fire of 1666 and rebuilt by 1670. It went through radical repairs in 1880s, 
only to be seriously damaged in the Blitz in 1941. The Hall was restored in 
1947. A new entrance and reception room was completed in 1990, and in 
2004 improvements to the catering and dining facilities means it now hosts 
dinners all year round. 

A fabulous three course lunch was served in the 
Dining Hall, prepared by Michelin-starred chef 
Herbert Berger. The guest of honour was Past 
Master of the Worshipful Company of Tobacco 
Pipe Makers and Tobacco Blenders Fiona Adler, 
who was subsequently elected a Sheriff of the 
City of London.

Outstanding views from The Shard
Following lunch at Innholders’ Hall, the Master had arranged a visit to The Shard. 
Member and Guests had the opportunity to experience one of the first conducted 
tours of The Shard. 

Weather was on our side, with a mix of high cloud and blue sky allowing members 
and their guests to enjoy splendid views of the City and beyond.

At over 1,000ft high, The Shard is currently the tallest building in the EU, and the 
second tallest free-standing structure in the UK. It has 72 floors, with viewing 
galleries on the 68th and 69th floor, and an open-air observation deck on the very 
top floor.The Master & Mistress in the viewing gallery on 

the 69th floor

Great view of St Paul’s Cathedral

The Walkie Talkie, Gherkin and other tall 
buildings in the City

River Thames  and Tower Bridge

Nowhere to hide! 
Think I’ll cross my legs…

Innholders’ Hall

Looking up at the Hall as our guide 
explains its history

Liverymen Mike Tattam (R) and 
John Rumford (L) during the 

drinks reception

The terrine starter prepared by 
Herbert Berger

Liveryman Kevin Fenlon talking to new Freeman 
Mike Leeming

Guest of Honour Fiona Adler (top right) talking to 
Graham Woodhouse, Master of the Worshipful 

Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers

Perfect for Pimms! The Master presents a 
splendidly engraved jug to Past Master Michael 

Pares who retired after serving 17 years as a 
Trustee of the Company and the Charity 

The Dining Hall
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The Master’s weekend

Wellington Arch & Apsley House
When you drive past Hyde Park Corner you need to focus. Drivers don’t have time to 
think about the big arch cut off on the large traffic island. And you probably wouldn’t 
pass by on foot. It was a traffic black spot in the horse drawn era too. 

The Wellington Arch was built 1826-30 along with Marble Arch, at the other end of 
Park lane, to commemorate Britain’s victories over Napoleonic France. For many years, 
the two arches were the two smallest police stations in London. Inside now, there 
is a small motoring museum. From its top, you can see into the back of Buckingham 
Palace gardens, The Shard peeking above the treetops and the London Eye 
beyond Westminster in one direction, and Park Lane and Kensington from 
the other. 

Across the road, Apsley House stands alone on the edge of Hyde Park. 
It was the home of the 1st Duke of Wellington, victor of Waterloo and 
Britain’s greatest military hero. Still home 
to the Dukes of Wellington – they live on 
the top floor - it is a grand house with a 
suitably grand address: No 1 London. 

The house is filled with memorabilia 
including the famous Wellington boots 
which Wellington designed and wore, 
death masks, medals and trophies. It’s 
also crammed with exceptional furniture, 
table decorations, plate and cutlery. The 
walls are covered with fine paintings by 
Goya, Velasquez, 
Corregio and 
others which a 
grateful Spain 
gave him for 
kicking Napoleon 
out of Spain. 

Because of where 
it is you may not 
think of visiting, 
so our thanks to 
the Master for 
including it. 

Magic Circle
The Magic Circle bills itself as The House of 10,000 Secrets. 
Appropriately it was concealed down a small quiet street near the 
Euston Road. Equally appropriately, the exterior is modest and bland, 
but the inside is much larger and rather exotic. 

The Magic Circle was founded in 1905 and is the world’s premier 
magical society. Once admitted as a member you can share the secrets 
of how tricks are done. But getting in isn’t easy. You have to pass a test 
in front of a judging panel to show you can perform at a professional 
level. On his second attempt, Price Charles became a member, and the 
cup and balls he used to demonstrate his prowess are in the museum. 
The museum is a treasure trove of the mysterious and fantastical. 
It has Houdini memorabilia, and props used by famous magicians. 
There’s even a rifle that fired bullets which a magician caught in his 
teeth. You’d expect it be fake, but one day the trick went wrong and 
he was killed! 

It’s easy to dismiss magic. We’ve seen it all on television, so when a 
magician sat at our table to show us a thing or two we peered politely 
over our champagne with no great expectation. But with four of us 
watching his every move, at a small round table, he won us over within 
seconds. Soft balls, hard balls, big balls and other objects disappeared, 
appeared out of nowhere, moved around and astonished us. 

After an excellent dinner and fine wine a magician did it again, even 
more impressively. The Editor’s £20 note 
was torn up, and an engagement ring 
that was volunteered disappeared, the 
note reappearing whole in a wallet in 
his buttoned-up back trouser pocket, the 
ring in an inaccessible purse. We were 
deceived, of course, helped perhaps by 
champagne, wine and port, but how, 
when we were looking so closely from so 
many angles? 

The Waterloo Gallery at 
Apsley House

It’s Sooty! Liveryman Andy Williamson finds his long lost friend

The fascinating spiral staircase at The Magic Circle

Prince Charles

The Boots!

A group of us in front of Wellington ArchThe Master and Mistress in front of 
our tour bus

Portrait of the Duke of 
Wellington by Goya

The view from the top of Wellington Arch The Motoring Museum with stairs leading to the top 
of Wellington Arch

The Magic Circle Museum displaying many magical treasures



Churchill War Rooms
The Churchill War Rooms are phenomenal. If you haven’t been, go. If you went some time ago, 
go again because the original Cabinet War Rooms have been transformed with a huge amount of 
new material. The new multi-media exhibition is three times the size of the old. 

The museum is in the War Cabinet Rooms underneath the Treasury. It was built to withstand 
bombs so the Cabinet and Military could direct the War without disruption. Everything is as it 
was, the Cabinet War Room, offices for the Chiefs of the General Staff, and their staff; planning, 
operations and communications rooms with coloured telephones, brown cloth-covered wires and 
plug-and-speak telephone switchboards. You see Churchill’s and 
his wife Clemmie’s bedrooms, as they left them; dormitories and 
kitchens, canteens, offices for police and armouries. It looks as 
though everyone just walked out and left it as it was. You know 
it was a world war by the large maps of oceans and continents. 

Recordings make it sound as if you were there. Brown Bakelite 
microphones the BBC set up to broadcast to the outside world 
are there. Tallies show aircraft destroyed and damaged in the 
Battle of Britain; ships lost and U-Boats sunk in Atlantic conveys. 
You can see the tiny room where Churchill and the US President 
talked regularly by telephone. 

We’re used to good bright lighting. But in these rooms and 
corridors the lighting is uniformly dim with a yellow tinge. Table 
lights throw pools of stronger light for reading. The light is different, the sounds 
are different, the air is slightly musty and the uniforms and everyday items are 
that bit rougher and cruder. We’re used to a far higher finish in manufactured 
goods and technology. Everything is both familiar and eerily different. It’s not 
just wartime, it’s the atmosphere of a different world. 

The main museum covers Churchill’s life from beginning to end. The detail is 
extraordinary, from photos of his early years at home and school through every 
stage of his eventful life. The multi-media displays are very good, adding context 
and understanding to campaigns, politics and family life. 

If you are thinking of going, leave enough time to do it justice. 

Lord’s Tour
Lord’s gets its name from Thomas Lord, a bowler and ambitious entrepreneur. 
He was encouraged by Lord Winchilsea to lease a ground on Dorset Fields in 
Marylebone - the site of the modern Dorset Square. 

He staged his first match - Middlesex versus Essex on 31st May 1787. Thus Marylebone 
Cricket Club (MCC) was formed. A year 
later, it laid down a Code of Laws which 
were adopted throughout the game. 
MCC today remains the custodian and 
arbiter of Laws relating to cricket around 
the world. 

After a short stay at Marylebone Bank, 
Regent’s Park, between 1811 and 1813, 
Lord’s moved to St John’s Wood in 1814, 
where it has stayed.

Our trip to Lord’s took in the famous 
Pavilion Long Room, through which 
home and visiting teams pass on their 
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The Master’s weekend cont...

way on to the pitch, and the big futuristic 
Media Centre with its uninterrupted 
views and communication facilities. In 
the museum we saw the tiny Ashes urn, 
WG Grace’s bat and the famous bats and 
balls of cricketing’s history. 

We were guests of MCC President 
Mike Gatting OBE, ex-England captain, 
legendary cricketing hero, and a good 
friend of the Master. As guests we were 
permitted to dine in the MCC Committee 
low ceilinged Dining Room overlooking 
the pitch. After dinner, he spoke with 
humour and without pretension. We 
were in the heart of cricket, and it was 
a privilege.

Cruise on the Thames
On the Sunday we cruised down river to the 
Thames Barrier, past the Royal Observatory and 
National Maritime Museum at Greenwich with 
the Cutty Sark. We returned past Canary Wharf 
and the Dome. It’s only when you see little 
dots move across the top of the Dome doing 
essential maintenance you appreciate how vast 

it is. Then we motored past the Tower 
of London, Tower Bridge, the Shard and 
Globe Theatre, past warehouses, wharfs, 
luxury riverside apartment conversions 
and newly regenerated properties to the 
Westminster embankment where we 
disembarked. 

It’s easy to forget that until relatively 
recently the river was the main 
thoroughfare for the City of London. 
Buildings faced the river and in some 
ways it’s still the best way to see the City. 

It was a bracing end to a convivial and 
memorable Master’s Weekend.

The Map Room today and one of the colourful 
array of telephones

The Master with Lord’s Cricket ground in 
the background The Thames flood barrier

The National Maritime Museum from 
the river

New and old - The Shard 
and Tower Bridge

The Dome with people on top

The Long Room at Lord’s

Past Master Gary Hopkins in front 
of Churchill War Rooms

The Master with his sacred MCC Pass Immediate Past Master Andrew Day and 
his wife Sara

Mike Gatting OBE with his wife

Raising a glass Suzanne Millward, partner of 
Liveryman Stewart Pierce (R)

Junior Warden Leo Martin receives 
an autographed minature cricket bat 

from Mike Gatting   
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A bearded man in a long cloak and ceremonial staff calls for silence and order. Our Beadle, 
Anthony Parker explains… 

The Romans introduced the Bedellus, the Trophy bearer of the 
Roman Legions, to Britain. When their trophies of war were 
not being paraded in front of the Legion, they were kept in the 
Temple of whichever deity the Legion worshipped, and looked 
after by the Bedellus.

With the coming of Christianity, Temples became churches but 
there was still a need for someone to oversee the security of 
the church property, so the Roman Bedellus evolved into the 
Beadle. Some churches still have a Beadle. In others he is known 
as the Churchwarden, or the Sexton. In Synagogues he is the 
Shammash.

As the Parish system developed there was less tolerance of 
the ‘Rolling English Drunkard’ and wanted him locked up 
until sober. In most parishes, as the system developed, and 
in city wards, the Beadle was given the power to detain ‘Idle 
and Disorderly persons’ until they could be dealt with by the 
Justices of the Peace.

In 1839 Robert Peel set up his new police and the law 
enforcement duties of the Beadle effectively ended. 

However as the City trade guilds had developed into the Livery 
Companies we know today, they started to acquire property. 
They also needed someone to summon the members to 
meetings, oversee apprenticeships, and carry out the duties 
of Trade and Customer protection. The usual title for such a 
person was ‘The Beadle’.

When the Company acquired a ‘Hall’ or meeting place, the 
Beadle lived in and took care of the premises, and made 
sure company rules were enforced.

Today the Beadle is a ceremonial Officer, working 
under the Clerk, for the Master, Wardens and Court 
of assistants. I’m tasked with ensuring that due 
protocol is observed and officers are correctly gowned 
and badged. I act as Toastmaster and Master of 
Ceremonies when required, to ensure that 
all plates, goods, and valuables of the 
Company are duly preserved, and to 
make an account of the same to the 
clerk, or, in some cases, the Renter 
Warden. And I lead all processions 
of the Master, Wardens and Livery 
carrying my Staff of Office.

So how did I get into 
the role of Beadle? 
I was born in Devon during the 
last world war and at the age 
of 17 I came to London to join 
the Police Cadets. I served my 
probationary period at Woolwich, 
until on 1st April 1965 I was 
transferred to Deptford Police 
Station, part of Lewisham Division.

I earned a reputation as a ‘thief taker’ earning several local 
commendations, and one Commissioners High Commendation 
for bravery. I was also rewarded from the Bow Street 
Magistrates Reward Fund for that incident. It was in this period 
that I started my acquaintanceship with the City as I had many 
trials at the Central Criminal Court.

After about 20 years I was transferred to Greenwich Division 
and volunteered for a ‘Home Beat’. I swapped the Rover 3.5 
for a pedal cycle and started to get involved with ‘nice’ local 
people. 

I tried being a Toastmaster and in 1990 I was introduced to the 
Clerk of the Scientific Instrument Makers Company and after a 
six month trial became the Beadle. I retired from the Police in 
April 1992.

In the next couple of years I became Beadle to the Solicitors 
Company, and The Glass Sellers Company. 

I was then approached by Past Master Michael Pares, and 
became Beadle to the Builders’ Merchants.

Later I became a Freeman of the Glass Sellers company, and in 
December 2013 I was clothed as a Liveryman ‘Honoris Causa’. I 
am, however, still The Beadle.

I have also been The Chamberlain of London, and the Beadle to 
the Marketors, and to the Launderers’ Companies where I still 

help out when the new Beadle is absent. 

In 1999 The Water Conservators appointed me 
Beadle and made me an Honorary Freeman 
in 2010. I am also Beadle to the Company 
of Watermen & Lightermen of the River 
Thames. Earlier this year I was presented to 
the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh as 
the Beadle to the Company. 

In 1992 I was a founder member of the City 
of London Beadles Guild, set up to promote 

fellowship among Beadles and to assist new 
Beadles to settle into their posts if needed. 

I was Chairman in 2006.

In my spare time, I have a small yacht 
on the River Tamar in Devon and 
I love sailing and exploring the 

coastline of my boyhood. I love 
music and history. I am also fond 

of (some) poetry.

But, even after 23 years I feel 
a tinge of pride when I 

introduce myself.

I am The Beadle.

The Beadle Golfing talent at Hadley Wood…

WCoBM Annual Golf Day

The Company’s annual golf day took place on 9th June at Hadley Wood Golf club 
in Barnet. The event was organised by Past Masters Roddy Taylor and Martin 
Earle and it was open to all members of the Livery, including partners or wives. 
The new approach was introduced last year and has been 
well received. 

Male players included the Master, Past Masters Ken 
Pepperrell, Graham Ballinger and Roddy Taylor, and 
Liverymen John Rumford, Roger Howard, Alun Roberts, 
Andy Williamson and Mike 
Tattam. Unfortunately Past Master 
Martin Earle had to sit out of the 
competition due to golfer’s elbow! 
The ladies were Linda Poore, Migs 
Earle and Gilly Simpson.

Tee off for the 18 hole competition 
was at 10.30am. It was followed 
by a late lunch and presentation of 
the prizes by the Master. Roddy was 
awarded first prize with 33 points, 
closely followed by John with 32 
points. Migs took the lead for the 
ladies with 37 points, with Gilly in 
second place. 

Hadley Wood golf course is a 
popular and well known club for 
keen golfers. It was designed by 
Alister MacKenzie, who also designed the famous Masters 
course Augusta National. Past Masters Martin and Roddy 
are already planning next year’s competition and a date 
has been confirmed for Thursday 7th May 2015. Make 
sure it’s in your diary!

The Lord Mayor’s Golf Day
Hadley Wood also hosted The Lord Mayor’s Golf Day on 
the 28th July. The builders’ merchant team, which was 
split into A and B, included former 
English cricketer Mike Gatting OBE. Not 
surprisingly Mike was in the Master’s 
team! 

The exclusive Hadley Wood Golf Club

He couldn’t play but 
Past Master Earle 

found something he 
could do!

The Master presents the winning 
trophy to Past Master Taylor…

…and the winning lady Migs Earle

The Master gets in 
position for his swing The ladies team

Builders’ Merchants Team A
The Master with The Lord Mayor Fiona Woolf and 

Mike Gatting OBE

Builders’ Merchants Team B (is that the 
Master in the background?)



Most people have heard of Lloyd’s. We’re familiar with the 
striking modern architecture of the Lloyd’s building. And 
of course we are still part owners of Lloyd’s Bank after the 
financial crisis a few years ago. 

It’s all a bit confusing, at least it was for the Editor, with three 
Lloyd’s in the City and we weren’t there to see either Lloyd’s 
(the famous specialist insurance market) or Lloyd’s Bank. We’d 
come to see and hear about Lloyd’s Register (of shipping). 

The Society for the Registry of Shipping was set up in 1760 by 
customers of Edward Lloyd’s Coffee House in Lombard Street. 
At the time, merchants and underwriters didn’t have their own 
offices and used the newly fashionable coffee houses instead. 
Its purpose was to give merchants and underwriters recorded 
information on the quality of vessels. The Register Book, which 
we saw in Lloyd’s library, listed ships rated, or classed, after the 
condition of their hulls and equipment had been surveyed. The 
subscriptions generated by the Register paid for surveyors to 
do the work. It was the true beginning of classification and the 
Society was the world’s first classification society. Classification 
is about quality, and it remains so today. It assesses the vessels 
against defined standards of the seaworthiness of a ship under 
construction or in existence. From 1768, the Society used a1 
to indicate a ship of the highest class. From 1775 this was 
changed to the now famous A1 as a symbol of quality. 

Disputes over the classification system led to the creation of a 
rival register and potential bankruptcy. This was resolved when 
the warring rivals merged in 1834 to become Lloyd’s Register 
of British & Foreign Shipping. The organisation spread around 
the world and by 1880 almost half the world’s shipping was 
registered at Lloyd’s. Recognising this the name was changed in 
1914 to Lloyd’s Register of Shipping. 

Registering ships led classification systems for non-marine 
work and power stations, oil rigs, Nuclear power and many 
other things. Lloyd’s lost share after WW11, but is growing and 
has also undergone a cultural transformation to ensure greater 
financial and commercial awareness.

The current Richard Rogers building in Fenchurch Street 
successfully incorporates old and new.
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City Day: Tower bridge and Lloyd’s Register
What could be more iconic and atmospheric for a City Day in 
June than a look inside Tower Bridge and a visit to the inner 
sanctum of Lloyd’s Register?

The Romans first put a bridge across the Thames, close to 
where London Bridge is today. Presumably this timber bridge 
was the first to fall down, sometime after they left. The Saxons 
built a new timber bridge in 994 which the Vikings burnt 
down in 1014. A bridge was blown away by a gale in 1091 and 
another was destroyed by fire in 1136 and its replacement was 
so rickety is had to be replaced in 1169 and again in 1170. But 
this was built of stone and lasted 600 years, and still the City’s 
only Thames crossing. 

This was the famous London Bridge, 905 feet long with 19 
small granite arches and a wooden drawbridge to let larger 
ships through. It supported timber framed shops and houses 
seven storeys high, a chapel and gatehouses either end. No 
wonder it was considered to be one of the wonders of the 
world in Elizabethan times. But after 600 years it became 
unsafe, and was notorious for falling down. Parliament ordered 
it to be cleared and demolished in 1750 but it took another 70 
years to agree a replacement. 

A new London Bridge was opened in 1831 and 10 other stone 
bridges were built in the 100 years to 1850, but London was 
growing fast and becoming the biggest city in the world. A 
million people lived east of the Pool of London where there was 
no river crossing at all. 

The Corporation of London, trustees for Bridge House Estates 
which had since 1201 accumulated great wealth to be spent 
exclusively on building or maintaining London bridge held 
a competition. Eminent architects and creative engineers 
competed for the project. There were many strange and 
beautiful crossings proposed, both under and over the river. 
The detailed drawings and images are impressive. Finally, Sir 
Horace Jones helped by John Wolfe Barry and other eminent 
architects and engineers gained approval and Royal Assent. 
Jones’ assistant George Daniel Stevenson added his own ideas 
to the its appearance, changing red brick to stone which clad 
the steel structure, and adding cast iron parapets, decorative 
panelling and gas lamp standards. It was opened June 30th 
1894. 

The engineering is still impressive. The beautiful coal fired 
brass engines remain but the heavy lifting is now done by a few 
small power plants. But what’s under the skin and hidden away 
is a revelation. Standing in one of the cathedral like spaces 
that house the beautifully balanced bascules that operate the 
bridge is an awesome experience. The view of the City and the 
Shard and the river from the top walkway is stunning. 

We lunched at the Hung Drawn and Quartered public house 
opposite All Hallows by the Tower Church. There is a plaque on 
the wall outside the pub where Kathryn Williams, who is an 
official City Guide, 
talked expertly about 
the history we could 
see around us. Then 
on to Lloyd’s. 

Dwarfed by the bascules above

Liveryman Andy Williamson & Past 
Master Martin Earle at the controls

Edward Lloyd’s Coffee House

The first Register

The old...

...and the new

...and now for some refreshment?
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Charity Focus

Monopoly Walk
Charity Focus

The Lord Mayor’s Appeal
Liveryman Steve Mascall and his wife Helen recently completed a 15 mile walk in the City to raise money for 
John Radcliffe Hospital. It was a significant achievement, particularly for his wife. He explains why…

“Around five years ago my wife Helen was in a coma at the John 
Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford where she was diagnosed with a brain 
haemorrhage. We later found out it was caused by a growth on 
her brain called a Cavernoma which is still with her today. At this 
point I thought I would never see her alive again. But she has 
since made a fantastic recovery and we have had the best five 
years together.

“There is no doubt in my mind that Helen would not be with us 
today if it wasn’t for the quick thinking of our lovely neighbours, 
the fantastic ambulance staff who were with us in minutes, and 
stopped twice on the way to the hospital to treat Helen, the staff 
at the Horton Hospital, and the absolutely amazing Neurology 
Intensive Care Unit at The John Radcliffe Hospital. The nurses 
and doctors are simply world class. We are so lucky to have such 
wonderful facilities so close to where we live. Thanks to our 
fantastic friends who helped us through the tough times ahead.

 

“From the days where Helen could not walk to the end of our 
15ft drive and back, she has come so far and is a true inspiration 
to us all. So this year on Helen’s 50th Birthday and the 5th 
anniversary of a major life changing event, Helen wanted to 

put something back to the place that literally saved her life. 
She decided to complete the Monopoly Board Walk around 
London to raise as much money as possible for the Neurology 
department at the John Radcliffe Hospital as a thank you for 
saving her life.

“So on the 20th September, together with close family and 
friends I joined Helen on this challenge. It took us 8 hours to 
walk the 15 mile route, visiting all the streets and stations 
on the standard London Monopoly board, plus the extras like 
Tax, Chance, Community Chest etc. We all had a great day, 
discovering new bits of London. Our son designed the logo and a 
friend donated the T-shirts, which we used to print the logo. This 
definitely made us all feel like a team.

“To date we have raised £1,980 for this great cause, and 
would welcome more donations! The Just Giving page is 
www.justgiving.com/helen-mascall  where you can make a 
contribution and read all about why Helen did the walk. 
Many thanks. Steve Mascall.”

Our Livery supports a number of charities relating to the City, the industry, our Company and other causes. In 
the last issue we listed the charities that benefited from our donations in 2013.

This year a record donation has gone towards supporting 
The Lord Mayor’s Appeal. The Rt. Hon. Lord Mayor of London 
Fiona Woolf is an Honorary Court member of WCoBM and at our 
annual City & Awards Luncheon, the Master presented a cheque 
for £15,000 towards her Appeal. It is the largest donation ever 
given by a Livery Company.

The Lord Mayor’s Appeal supports four main charities:

• Beating Bowel Cancer: supporting all those affected by bowel 
cancer, as well as improving awareness of the condition and 
promoting early diagnosis

• Princess Alice Hospice: a charity dedicated to providing free, 
high-quality compassionate care and support for patients, 
their families and carers

• Raleigh International: this is a sustainable development 
charity. It harnesses the passion and energy of young people 
to drive positive change in sustainable development

• Working Chance: a charity which transforms the lives of 
women ex-offenders by finding them jobs with quality 
employers

We are proud to support such worthy charities and help make 
a difference. For more information on the Lord Mayor’s Appeal 
visit: www.thelordmayorsappeal.org. 

If you are a Liveryman or Freeman, please contact The Learned 
Clerk Tim Statham on 0207 329 2189 or email tim@wcobm.co.uk 
to find out how you can contribute to our charitable fund.

At one of our summer events hosted 
at Innholders’ Hall, Andrew Weiss, 
President of the Rainy Day Trust, 
presented the Master with a Benefactor 
certificate in recognition of the support 
from our Company over many years. The 
Master presented Andrew with a cheque 
of £2,000 towards the charity.

The Rainy Day Trust is an important charity for 
our industry. It is the only one to help people 
who have worked in the UK home improvement 
sector, which includes DIY shops, hardware stores, 
builders’ merchants, garden centres, cookshops, 
and all the UK manufacturers, distributors and 
retailers who supply them. The trust supports 
individuals and their families affected by 
accidents, health issues or financial difficulties. 

For more information visit www.rainydaytrust.org.uk 

A group shot in front of The Tower, which we used as the ‘jail’ 
square. L-R:  Helen’s son Robert O’Neill, eldest daughter Tilly, 

youngest daughter Rebekah, Steve Mascall, friends Amy Davis 
and Sandra Larner and Helen Mascall

Helen taking a brief rest during her walk, joining two fine 
gentlemen!

‘Blood Swept Lands and 
Seas of Red’
During a trip to London I visited the Tower as I was curious to 
see the ceramic poppies in the moat. They mark the centenary 
outbreak of WWI. The view is amazing and very moving. 
Thousands of poppies were rapidly filling the moat all around the 
tower to reveal an expressive sea of red. 

The Tower is significant because of its unique role during the 
war. It acted both as a mobilisation and recruitment site for 
troops, and as a place of execution for spies. The moat will 
continue to be filled with poppies until Remembrance Day. You 
can go online to buy a poppy with all proceeds going to military 
related charities. Visit www.poppies.hrp.org.uk

The Master presents The Lord Mayor with a £15,000 cheque for 
the Lord Mayor’s Appeal

Andrew Weiss with The Master
Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio visits the Tower

Supporting the Rainy Day Trust
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As the Master mentions in his leader, he planned to have plenty of fun while ‘doing good for 
others and taking our great industry forward’. It’s been a jam packed year and he’s certainly 
covered a lot of ground. We would need to add many more pages to this newsletter if we were to 
cover all the events and special occasions the Master attended in full so here is a snapshot of 
some highlights in the last six months…

What else has the Master been up to…

The Master holding the 
golden Mace!

(L-R) The taxi driver Lee Hilligenn and 

Master with Kids Junaid (12) and Uzair 
(11), and their mum Huma Ahmed

The Taxis set off in convoy

The WCoBM dinner party in the private dining room 

of Mansion House

The Master with WCoBM’s sponsored cab

During dinner, the Master presented The Lord 

Mayor with a memento of WCoBM, representing a 

builders’ merchant yard - which she has referred to 

many times in speeches.

Letter from The 
Lord Mayor

In April the Master and his wife attended a dinner party with 
The Lord Mayor Fiona Woolf and her consort Nicholas in the 
private quarters of Mansion House. A select group of WCoBM 
Liverymen and their partners also attended. The evening 
was in aid of The Lord Mayor’s Appeal and included a tour of 
Mansion House. 

During the tour, guests were shown round the Plate room, 
which displays some of the largest and finest gold and silver 
plate collections in the world. This room also houses the 
golden Sword and Mace, which are symbols of the Lord Mayor 
and the City of London Corporation’s authority granted by the 
monarch and parliament. 

WCoBM sponsored ‘The Magical Taxi Tour’ organised by the 
Hackney Carriage Drivers Company in September. The event 
involves over 100 London taxis taking terminally ill children 
for a weekend trip to Disneyland Paris in convoy. 

The trip started with an early breakfast in the East 
Wintergarden in Canary Wharf involving  500 children, 
parents, carers, sponsors , police, Canary Wharf 
representatives , Lord Mayor Locum Tenens and both 
Sheriffs, and a band providing a sing along to popular well 
known songs . Following breakfast, the convoy of taxis 
stretching 5 kilometres is led by the police to the ferry 
without any stops! The French Gendarmerie takes over at 
that point for a full day’s journey to Disneyland. 

The Master comments: ‘It is truly an amazing achievement 
and a ‘magical’ cause to support. The excitement on the 
faces of the children was heart rending. You certainly 
couldn’t quantify pound notes to the satisfaction and fun 
the kids will have got from that trip – and I’m sure the taxi 
drivers enjoyed it too! I would have loved to have gone – I 
imagine it was controlled chaotic excitement! I sincerely 
hope we are able to keep this first time support as an 
annual donation – you do really need to see it to believe it – 
a great start to the weekend!” 
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What else has the Master been up to… continued

HRH The Queen’s Garden Party at 

Buckingham Palace. The Master with 

daughters Olivia (l), Andrea (r) and wife 

Linda (centre)

The Master with Liverymen Howard Grant and 

Simon Lawson, and wife Linda enjoying dinner 

at the NMBS Industry Conference in June

The Master with the two newly elected Sheriffs

On 24th June the election of Sheriffs took place at Guildhall. It’s 
an impressive annual ceremony where Liverymen attend to 
‘vote’ for the next Sheriffs of the City of London. This year, the 
two elected Sheriffs were Dr Andrew Parmley, Alderman of the 
Vintry Ward and Past Master of the Parish Clerks’ and Musicians 
Company, and Fiona Adler, Past Master of the Worshipful 
Company of Tobacco Pipe Makers and Tobacco Blenders. 

Representing WCoBM at the election were The Master, Senior 
Warden Gill Moore, Court Assistant Brian Blanchard, Past 
Masters Andrew Day, Michael Pares, Ken Pepperrell and John 
Hauxwell, Liverymen Lucia Di Stazio and David Moore and The 
Learned Clerk Tim Statham. Following the election, lunch was 
organised at Painters’ Hall for a number of Livery Companies.

“The NMBS Industry Conference was an excellent platform for 
thinking and discussion among senior industry people,” confirms 
the Master. “The Conference focused on the importance of 
branding and marketing, with high profile speakers talking 
about their experiences and offering advice. It was well 
organised and effective, and encouraged suppliers, merchants 
and industry bodies such as the WCoBM to think outside the 
box when it comes to branding and communicating to their 
audience. 

“The Conference was also successful in getting over 400 people 
from our industry to come together and talk ‘shop’, which is 
probably a reflection of how we are moving forward positively 
following recession. So congratulations to NMBS on another 
excellent value All Industry Conference.”

On 5th October, The Worshipful Company of Woolmen invoked 
the right of Freeman of the City of London to drive their sheep 
across London Bridge. It’s one of London’s oldest traditions. 
The aim is to raise awareness of the City’s Livery Companies 
and their significant contribution to charities.

All Freemen of the City, 
along with their family 
and friends (and flock of 
sheep), were invited to 
take part. Our Master, 
with his wife Linda and 
two daughters were 
among those taking part 
on this memorable day.

The Master gets ready for the City’s traditional 
Sheep Drive across London Bridge

Cricket Day at Lord’s
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A full hospitality day at Lord’s cricket ground was one of the memorable 
events organised by the Master this year for Liverymen, Freemen and 
guests. Everyone enjoyed a relaxing summer’s day watching a 50:50 one 
day match between Middlesex and Surrey. Middlesex won by 6 wickets. 

We were privileged with a tour of the J.P. Morgan Media Centre, 
The Long Room and the MCC Museum - home of the famous Ashes 
Urn, before being shown to our hospitality suites. The day included a 
constant stream of delicious food and copious beer, wine, tea or coffee. 
Afternoon tea was a particular highlight with a debate between two 
Liverymen on the right way to eat a scone – cream first then jam or the 
other way round?! It’s a hard life…

It was a great day, 
great game, with 
great company 
and fantastic 
surroundings.

View of the ground from the Media Centre

The one day match between Middlesex and Surrey

Isn’t it a bit early for beer guys! Court Assistant Brian Blanchard with 
Liveryman Steve Durdant-Hollamby and Freeman Mark Mulvey

Did you see that? Liveryman Neil Hemmington (R) 
with Past Master Ken Pepperrell

Watching the game

Jam first or cream first?



   

For your Diary…

It’s been a busy year, as this newsletter shows, with a variety of new and 
different events organised for members and guests. There are a few more to 
note for your diary! 

Installation Dinner
Friday 24th October

By the time you receive this newsletter many of you will have confirmed your tickets for our annual Installation Dinner on 
Friday 24th October. It’s going to be a spectacular evening at Mansion House to celebrate the installation of Senior Warden 
Gill Moore as our new and first lady Master. If you need more information, contact our Learned Clerk Tim Statham on 0207 
329 2190 or email tim@wcobm.co.uk

The Lord Mayor’s Show
Saturday 8th November

A few weeks later, Saturday 8th November, is The Lord Mayor’s Show. Our 
Company doesn’t have a float this year, but it will be a fantastic occasion 
to enjoy as we welcome the newly elected Lord Mayor of the City of London 
Alderman Alan Yarrow. 

The procession of floats, bands, horses, carriages, vintage cars and much 
more will set off from Mansion House at 11am. Following the Show there is a 
spectacular firework display over the river at 5pm to mark the beginning of a 
new Mayoral year. 

Stand tickets are available but will be limited for Liverymen, Freemen and guests. If you are interested please contact The 
Clerk. Lunch has been arranged at Northbank Restaurant and Bar, Millennium Bridge, 1 St Paul’s Walk.

Christmas Carol Service 
& Supper
Friday 12th December

Last but not least is our very popular Christmas Carol Service and Supper on 
Friday 12th December. The Carol Service takes place at St Peter ad Vincula, H.M. 
Tower of London. The service is conducted by The Reverend Canon Roger Hall 
M.B.E., the Honorary Chaplain to the Company, and a superb choir leads the 
traditional Carols. Supper is at Watermen’s Hall. Tickets will be issued closer to 
the time.

The next newsletter will be issued April 2015. If you have any interesting stories, photos, profiles or other information you would like to see 
featured please contact Mike Rigby: mike@mra-marketing.com or Lucia Di Stazio: lucia@mra-marketing.com

The current Lord Mayor Fiona Woolf with the 
newly elected Lord Mayor Alan Yarrow
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The Master and The Mistress with Santa at 
last year’s Christmas supper


