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So what’s the City all about?

That question was top of my mind 
when I became Master some 12 
months ago.  As with most people, 
my view of the ‘City’ and the type 
of individual it produces had been 
formed by the media. So this was 
my opportunity to broaden my 
education and measure up the 
people I met against the stereotypes 
created by journalists.  

Our Livery Company is relatively unusual 
in that our membership is restricted 
to those with a Builders’ Merchant or 
Material Supply background.  Most 
Livery Companies lost a close affinity 
with their craft centuries ago and now 
draw their membership from across the 
board, many of them with a financial or 
legal background.

A year on I can reflect on what I have 
experienced. On the whole my view of 
the City and its role as a financial power 
house is a very positive one.  Certainly I 
have met the odd banker who appeared 
to have arrived from another planet, but 

they have been the exception and not 
the rule. The predominant impression 
is of a force for good in terms of the 
nation’s prosperity that is aware of 
its responsibilities and the need to be 
seen to clean up its act - a theme that is 
particularly being driven by the present 
and incoming Lord Mayors.  

In many ways, the Livery Masters, 
together with the City Corporation, 
provide a setting for the Mayoralty.  The 
office of Lord Mayor carries with it some 
bizarre privileges, particularly in relation 
to the Monarchy. For instance, the 
Lord Mayor has to announce the death 
of the Sovereign to Parliament, and 
consequently is always accompanied 
abroad by someone with a very large 
credit card should the Lord Mayor need 
to return home immediately in that 
eventuality.  But his prime function 
today is to be the UK’s Ambassador 
for the Financial Services industry and 
for UK PLC generally  and in his year of 
office he travels (with Cabinet Minster 
status) across the globe.   

I feel immensely gratified that during 
my year the Lord Mayor has been 
our Honorary Liveryman, Dr Andrew 
Parmley. He has been a great ‘leader of 
the gang’.  Always injecting a note of 
humour but focused very much on the 
good the City can achieve.  Christine 
and I were honoured and delighted to 
be his and the Lady Mayoress’ guests 
at the Mansion House. I can thoroughly 
recommend a night in the State 
bedroom, though it is slightly unnerving 
to wake up in the morning and look out 
on the Bank of England!  

That has been one of many highlights 
of a very busy year.  Numerous dinners, 
countless receptions, some wonderful 
Church Services, a Buckingham Palace 
Garden party and some fascinating 
lectures, many of which touched on the 

problems the City could face in the wake 
of Brexit. All have contributed to an 
experience that Christine and I will never 
forget and we are immensely grateful for 
the privilege of being able to represent 
the Company over this past year. 

I set out certain objectives at the 
beginning of my year and, as regards our 
own Company’s progress, it is good to 
report we continue to go from strength 
to strength. The installation of 8 new 
Liverymen was amongst my last acts as 
Master. We have produced a guide to 
our Livery Company which I hope will 
enable Liverymen – new and old – to 
understand better how the Company 
operates and we have introduced a 
lunch for new Liverymen which provides 
a platform for questions to be asked and 

Master Stephen Turner prepares to bow out at 
Mansion House on 27 October
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new contacts to be formed. We have 
also shared some wonderful occasions 
with our fellow Liverymen, not least the 
Summer Ball, our first ever.  We were 
blessed with wonderful weather and it 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

My final act as Master was to seal our 
new association with HMS Forth, one 
of the Navy’s new River Class Offshore 
Patrol Vessels – read more on Page 19. 
She is a substantial ship, due to be 
commissioned early next year and at 
some point in 2018 she will deploy 
to the South Atlantic to act as the 
Falklands Islands Guard ship. This 
complements our association with the 
3rd Battalion Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment and the Beckenham and 
Penge Sea Cadets. It is traditional for 

Livery Companies to be involved with 
Royal Navy ships and we hope that 
this new relationship will be mutually 
beneficial for many years to come.

I cannot finish without thanking my 
Wardens, Brian Blanchard and Pippa 
Latham, and the other Officers of the 
Court for their help and support. Both our 
Almoner and Bursar have faced serious 
health issues during the year but have 
never failed to remain on the ball and I 
cannot thank them enough.  Our Clerk, 
Virginia Rounding, has been wonderfully 
supportive and, as ever, we thank Denise 
Llewellyn for her unstinting service. It 
just remains for me to wish Brian every 
success in the year ahead.

Stephen Turner, Master New Master Brian Blanchard

In each newsletter we aim to include a member profile. Our recent survey confirmed 
that profiles are a good way to learn more about new and existing Liverymen, 
Court Assistants and Past Masters. In this issue we spend time with... 

New Liveryman Rav Singh Sumal

Q. Can you tell us a bit about your background in the industry, and 
about your current role and business?

A. I left school in 1986 at the age of 16 and went straight into 
setting up the family business – C&S Builders Merchants  
(Stamford Hill) Ltd – with my two uncles and Father. My brothers 
also did the same when they left school at 16, a year and two years 
later. I worked my way up from working in the yard to driver, having 
gained a Class 1 HGV driving licence, then moved to working in 
the branch covering different roles in sales and purchasing. From a 
single branch operation the company quickly expanded to a second 
branch within two years in Leytonstone London, and then opened 
another branch in Walthamstow, London in 2003.

In 2007 the company joined NBG to buy better, and since joining 
I have gained many friends, knowledge and contacts within the 
industry. For two years (2015-2016) I was Chairman of the buying 
group for the South East Region.

In 2014 we added a distribution depot a stone’s throw away from 
our Walthamstow branch. I’ve been running the business with 
my father Michael Sumal at Walthamstow since 2003. He is still a 
staunch hardworking family man and I cannot see him retiring! He 
just loves the staff, customers and the industry.

Q. As you may be aware, joining the Livery is by invite only. Do you 
know who recommended you?

A. Ken Pepperrell whom I thank very much. He has tremendous 
knowledge in the Builders’ Merchants industry! A great gentleman.

Q. What had you heard about the Livery before you were 
invited to join?

A. Unfortunately not very much, other than what’s in the media 
and through speaking to Ken.

Q. What are your thoughts and 
understanding of the Livery and what 
it represents for the merchant industry?

A. Since becoming a Freeman and attending meetings and 
events it quickly became apparent that the Livery does and has 
been doing for many years so much for charity and in supporting 
people and companies who haven’t got the resources and 
funding to achieve their aims and goals. The supported people 
and companies also attend to collect awards and acknowledge 
the Livery at certain events.

Q. What do you see as the benefits of joining - to you personally 
and to your business?

A. Joining the Livery is very humbling and an honour for me. It was 
a fantastic experience at the Installation at Mansion House with 
the Lord Mayor and other Liverymen. I never thought becoming a 
Liveryman would be so welcoming. It was also Brian’s installation 
as Master who I congratulate. The past and present Masters have 
been very open in speaking to me about the Livery. I am thoroughly 
enjoying being part of it and grateful for Virginia’s and Denise’s 
help when needing to ask questions. 

Q. The new ‘Plain Guide to the Livery Company’ was introduced 
very recently by Immediate Past Master Stephen Turner (in his time 
as Master). The aim of it is to give new Liverymen and Freemen a 
good understanding about the role of a Livery company and what 
is required. As a new member, have you had the opportunity to go 
through it? If so, what are your thoughts on the Guide?

A. When I was invited to attend the first lunch meeting at Guildhall 
for new Freemen and Liverymen earlier this year, we discussed it at 
an informal lunch, and since its recent publication I believe it gives a 
brilliant steer for Liverymen and others who read it. There is a lot of 
information and guidance within it.

A plain guide to the Livery Company

During his time as Master, Stephen was keen to create a simple guide to the Livery for 
new members so that they can benefit from a clearer understanding of Livery companies 
and the obligations of Freemen and Liverymen when they join. Our Livery continues to 
grow strongly, and the Master recognised it was increasingly 
important to develop a guide that spells out the role of a Livery 
company and ‘demystify’ how the Company works and how 
members can become more involved.

It’s not intended to replace what new Freemen receive in their ‘welcome pack’ when they are admitted into the 
Company, but to be a useful addition for all members. It has deliberately been kept quite short and to the point.

It’s also not intended to be ‘cast in stone’, but to work as an evolving document, that adapts to the needs of 
the Company’s Liverymen and Freemen. So, if members have suggestions for content in future editions, or 
if you have questions that are still unanswered, please contact our Clerk Virginia.

If this whets your appetite to learn more, there is a wealth of information available about the Company, 
including its history, Ordinances and Court, on the website at www.wcobm.co.uk/about

Member News

Welcome lunch for new 
Freemen & Liverymen

The Running Man!

Please support Liveryman Mike Tattam who 
is running the London Marathon next April 
to raise money for Child Rescue Nepal. He is 
half way through his training and recently 
completed a half marathon in a fantastic  
1 hour and 59 seconds!

It’s been a long-standing ambition for Mike to 
run in the London Marathon and, through the 
kind support of new Court Assistant Simon 
Lawson of Lawson Builders’ Merchants, he has 
been given the opportunity. Please donate 
generously and help Mike raise money for a 
worthy cause. Visit his Just Giving page:

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mike-tattam

Freedom of the City – A special occasion

Once you have become a Freeman of the Company, should you wish to progress 
your membership and become a Liveryman, the next step is to arrange a date at 
the Guildhall to attend a ceremony for your Freedom of the City certificate. When 
you have done this, tell our Clerk Virginia Rounding, who will arrange the next 
appropriate date for you to be clothed as a Liveryman.

Receiving your Freedom of the City is a truly memorable and special occasion. 
Many Freemen bring family and friends to be part of the unique experience. Below is an example of the framed certificate each 
Freeman receives to mark the occasion – this one belongs to new Liveryman Chris Whitlock of Harlow Holdings Ltd.

It was certainly a proud occasion for our Beadle’s stepson Sam who received his Freedom of the City in the summer (above). The 
ceremony was in the presence of the Rt Hon the Lord Mayor 
of London and Honorary Liveryman Dr Andrew Parmley, and 
included Sam’s mother Pam and stepfather WCoBM Beadle 
Anthony Parker. The Lord Mayor left an event in Epping Forest 
especially so he could attend the ceremony donning full 
regalia, before returning to it afterwards.

For the first time this year, a 
welcome lunch was arranged 
for new Freemen and Liverymen 
in the Private Members’ Dining 
Room at Guildhall. It was well 
received and will be a new annual 
event. It’s a great opportunity 
for new members to learn more 
about the Livery, meet other new 
members and talk to the Master 
and other Court Assistants in a 
relaxed environment. NEW
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You shall go to the Ball!

Drinks reception

Superbly posed!

Entertainment by classical pianist 
Peter Foggitt

Even the Master’s grandson joined in on the fun - what a cutie!

Dinner in the Livery Hall

Skinners’ Hall was the venue of choice to host 
our first ever Black Tie Summer Ball on 14th July. 
With its unusual address of 8½ Dowgate Hill and 
steeped in history and tradition, Skinners’ Hall 
is a Grade 1 listed building nestled in the heart 
of the City that dates back to 1670. It was one of 
the Halls built after the Great Fire of London and 
has been beautifully adapted since.

A drinks reception on the roof terrace was the perfect start to a 
summer’s evening for members to enjoy with family, friends 
and guests. This was followed by a superb dinner in the 
panelled and frescoed Livery Hall and the evening finished 
perfectly with lots of dancing to a top-class band.

Entertainment during dinner started with table magicians 
who captivated the attention of members and guests with 

their engaging magical talent, and ended with the equally 
talented classical pianist Peter Foggitt.

It was a very memorable occasion in a stunning 
location and thoroughly enjoyed!

A photo booth with props added greatly to the evening’s fun

The table magicians at work

The Master hits the dance floor with our Clerk Virginia
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So when the opportunity came to take a stand at the historic and 
outstanding Lincoln Cathedral as part of the Heritage Skills Festival, 
there was no hesitation. Organised by the team at Lincoln Cathedral, 
the festival took place over two days on Friday 23rd and Saturday 
24th June. The Master and Mistress, Past Master Gill Moore with 
husband and Liveryman Dave Moore, and Past Master Gary Hopkins 
with wife Bev Hopkins kindly volunteered to take part. And yes once 
again, those bright yellow hats were out en masse!

On the Friday there was a procession of the Lord Mayor and 
Livery Masters from the Castle to the Cathedral. This was 
followed by a special Evensong, after which the Lord Mayor gave 
an organ recital and there was then a dinner, attended by a 
number of our Liverymen, in the transept of the cathedral. Then 
on Saturday over 20 Livery Companies were present, as well as 
leading businesses working in the trades and crafts represented 
by the Livery. A number of colleges and schools also took part. 
The Cathedral was full of stalls, exhibits and practical displays, 
making it a fun and educational day for children, young students 
and their families. It was estimated that between 4,000 and 
5,000 visitors attended the event, surpassing all expectations.

Through the Company’s charity work, our 
Livery is actively engaged with educational 
awards and supporting the training of 
individuals in and outside the industry.

So over the last few years WCoBM has become more active in 
attending exhibitions to raise awareness of builders’ merchants 
among young people. For the last three years the Company 
has exhibited at the annual Livery Schools Link Showcase in 
Guildhall. It was through this event that it became quickly 
apparent how little students, parents and teachers know about 
our trades, what merchants do and the contribution of our 
industry to the economy. It was a realisation that there is much 
work to be done!

Lots of yellow around Lincoln Cathedral!

The Basketmakers’ 
Company had an 
extensive display with 
members of the Livery 
demonstrating their 
intricate craft weaving 
mats, baskets and 
ornate centrepieces. 

The Lord Mayor with the Mayor of Lincoln and other dignitaries, and 
participating Livery Masters

The Masons’ Company and 
a considerable display of 
masonry work in action at 
various stages of carving 
from rough stone to near 
finished smooth work.

The Tylers and Bricklayers’ Company 
were demonstrating a wide array of 

skills with slate and concrete tiles, 
including the light weight pantiles 

(for roofing).
The Upholders’ Company demonstrated the tools and 
techniques used in tensioning straps on a chair.

Raising the profile of construction is a key 
priority for the long-term stability of our 
industry. Everyone – including suppliers, 
merchants, associated businesses, trade 
associations and Livery companies – should be 
doing their bit to talk to young people about 
the many different and exciting opportunities in 
various trades and build their understanding.

Raising the profile  
of Construction

Past Master Gary Hopkins comments: “We had a great 
time talking with the many people that attended. Our 
bright yellow giveaways certainly helped to raise the 
profile of the Company not only with the local populace 
but also with other Livery Companies present. There is 
some talk about doing this event again in two years’ 
time and, further to that, the Lord Mayor suggested 
that we get out of the City more often and do an event 
like this at other venues (eg York, Durham). Overall, 
it was good to see what other exhibitors do so we 
learn and improve ourselves. The crafts present were 
infectious and we hope visitors were inspired.”

The Master Plaisterer demonstrated how to release a plaster ceiling 
rose from its mould.

The WCoBM’s busy stand at Lincoln Cathedral

Following on from the success of the Livery Schools Exhibition 
earlier this year where WCoBM’s stand was a hit with 14-17 year 
old students, Senior Warden Brian Blanchard and Marketing 
Manager of Parker Building Supplies Jamie Pierce were invited to 
visit schools to talk to students directly. 

Jamie, on behalf of Parker Building Supplies, is also working with 
local councils and was recently invited to attend Wealden Works 
Careers Fair. The main theme of the Fair was ‘Your Future Your 
Choices’, targeted at 16 -24 year olds, including secondary school 
children and sixth form students in the Wealden area.

Businesses, colleges, universities and training providers were 
invited to attend to meet the young people of Wealden and 
inspire them on what choices they make for the future. The 
event was held at the East Sussex National Golf Resort and 
Spa Hotel. It was an opportunity for Jamie to demonstrate the 
benefits of working with a builders’ merchant, and explain 
initiatives such as apprenticeship programmes that support 
young people in their career path. 

Jamie will remain actively involved in Careers Fairs like this, which 
typically take place each year between September and March.

Another great example is Lawsons builders’ merchants - read on 
to Page 8. The company has introduced a number of training and 
development programmes to support its new and existing staff, 
and help make builders’ merchanting a career choice.
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The Inter Livery Rifle Shooting day at the 
national shooting centre at Bisley has 
become a notable annual event in the 
Livery calendar. Organised by Colin Sachs 
of the Worshipful Company of Bakers who 
sponsor the shooting with the active help 
of national shooting team members, it was 
hosted by the RAF Target Rifle Club Pavilion 
who provided club facilities. All surplus 
funds go to the RAF Benevolent Fund.

Advice from the experts

Andrew Day takes aim

Lawsons is the largest independent 
timber, building & fencing merchant in 
London and the South East of England.

Established for over 85 years and with 
17 branches in operation, the Chairman 
Simon Lawson (and WCoBM Court 
Assistant) says its staff are central to the 
success of the company.

Lawsons:  
Helping to make 

builders’ merchants 
a career choice

The business is committed to professional development 
and all employees have the opportunity of 
comprehensive training. This includes Apprenticeships, 
Personal Development Programmes, BMF courses and 
job specific in-house training to develop an individual’s 
true potential. More recently it introduced its new 
Graduate Training Programme.

Recognising that training and development is a key 
motivational tool for new and existing employees, 
Lawsons’ training programmes have become an integral 
part of the company’s ethos and the way forward to 
helping make builders’ merchanting a career choice.

We’d like to hear more stories like those from Parker 
Building Supplies and Lawsons. Sharing experiences is a 
good way of encouraging others in the industry to get 
involved in similar events in their area, or to promote 
what they are already doing in their business. So please 
email Editors Mike Rigby or Lucia Di Stazio with your 
story and we’ll feature it in the next issue.

For those who don’t know, Bisley is the home of The National 
Rifle Association which was founded in 1859, and it’s the heart 
of British national rifle shooting. Without doubt, Bisley is the 
world’s most prestigious rifle shooting venue. It’s on a huge 
scale and reeks of history. 

The Builders’ Merchants team of Liverymen Dave Moore, Ian 
Beaver and Mike Rigby were led by Past Master Andrew Day 
who was co-opted to shoot for the United Livery team who 
were one short. 

We competed with 13 teams from the Cordwainers, Clothworkers, 
Horners, Carmen, Tallow Chandlers, Barbers, Coopers, Turners, 
Bowyers, Bakers, Launderers, Gunmakers and United Livery. 
Events included target rifle with open sights at 900 yards, black 
powder pistols from the American civil war period, 22 rimfire 
gallery rifle shooting, sniper, and making music by shooting at 
metal plates in strict sequence against the clock. 

That’s better!

Ian Beaver takes advice

A day out w ith a bang and lots of smoke!

The weather was perfect and the shooting was exciting and 
demanding. Just seeing the targets at 900 yards through open 
sights is a challenge, and hitting the bull a major achievement. 

There were some individual marksmen among the teams – but 
it’s clear that consistently good team performances beats the 
occasional high score. Dave Moore did well at pistol; Mike and 
Ian at gallery; Andrew did well at Super5 and also did well with 
Ian in Super10, while Ian and Mike did well at 900 yards. This year 
Builders’ Merchants were not as consistent as they have been and 
slipped a little in the rankings, but it was a brilliant day.

So that’s what they look like! Targets close up.

Andrew in actionThe Inter Livery Rifle Shooting day at the 
national shooting centre at Bisley has 
become a notable annual event in the 
Livery calendar. Organised by Colin Sachs 
of the Worshipful Company of Bakers who 
sponsor the shooting with the active help 
of national shooting team members, it was 
hosted by the RAF Target Rifle Club Pavilion 
who provided club facilities. All surplus 
funds go to the RAF Benevolent Fund.

Advice from the experts

Andrew Day takes aim
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I never got to walk on Hampstead Heath when I lived in London, and never thought about it 
since, but it is one of London’s iconic landmarks, so I jumped at the chance to visit the Heath 
and Kenwood House in June. The trip was organised by the Clerk Virginia Rounding, a former 
Chairman of the Hampstead Heath Management Committee, so we had the best of guides (the 
Superintendent and his team) and even the best of weather, which was glorious. 

Virginia behind ‘her’ own tree

The restored Library at Kenwood House

One of the formal gardensHenry Moore

We began with a talk and some history from the 
Superintendent over lunch in the café-restaurant at Golders 
Hill Park, then ambled through the Hill Garden with frequent 
stops to tell us about the place and its history, one stop to 
photograph Virginia standing behind her own tree, and on to 
the Heath itself.

It is a spectacular open space with a varied mix of woods, 
gardens and hills with amazing views over the City of London.

Kenwood House is a fine house with a recently restored 
Library and some famous paintings. Our guide told us about 
the Library and the Iveagh Bequest and gave us a passionate 
explanation of some very famous paintings, including 
a Vermeer and a Rembrandt self-portrait which we all 
recognised.

And so to tea in the adjoining Brew House and then home.

A day out in Hampstead H eath and Kenwood House
by Editor and Live ryman Mike Rigby

Frans Hals

Rembrandt Vermeer
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The Master’s weekend this year took us to Birmingham, and at first 
hearing it, you may think – why Birmingham? Well why not?

Birmingham is Britain’s second city, with multiple Industrial Revolution-era 
landmarks that speak to its 18th century history as a manufacturing powerhouse. 

It’s also home to a network of canals, many of 
which radiate from Sherborne Wharf and are now 
lined with trendy cafes and bars. In the city centre, 
the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery is known 
for pre-Raphaelite masterpieces. And then of 
course there is the Balti Triangle – you cannot visit 
Birmingham without enjoying a good curry! 

The weekend started on Friday afternoon with 
the option of visiting the Assay Office or Jaguar 
Land Rover for the Land Rover Experience. In the 
evening, dinner had been arranged at Adil’s Balti 
Restaurant. With boxes of beer and numerous 
bottles of wine packed in the luggage holder of our 
coach, we were away. The restaurant didn’t serve 
alcohol so we had to make our own provisions. It 
didn’t look at all odd – a group of people walking 
down an Asian street with lots of drink in tow! The 
evening was a lot of fun in great company, with some silly bits in 
between too, and not to mention a delicious authentic meal.

Nice car Master,  
are you buying it?

Tour of Jaguar Landrover

Photos of the factory as it was left in 1981

Our Guide demonstrating the art of jewellery making at the time.  
You needed strong lungs!

The Master with the all important beer

Watch out Averil!

The question is,  
did the trick work Simon?

Bright and early on Saturday morning we assembled in the hotel 
reception for a trip to the Jewellery Quarter and its Museum – a 
fascinating tour of the family-run jewellery company Smith & 
Pepper, founded by Charles Smith and Edwin Pepper in 1899.

It felt like we were entering into a time capsule. The factory was in the same state as 
the day the family hung up their coats in 1981. With no direct heirs to take over, the 
two brothers and one sister running the business – now between the ages of 74 and 
81 – decided they’d had enough and just left. 

The factory was particularly well known for producing unusual bracelets, ‘snake’ 
armlets and necklets, and for ‘bamboo’ bangles.

Master’s Weekend

© WCoBM 2017© WCoBM 2017 page 13page 12



Following a relaxing wander 
around the Jewellery Quarter 
and relieved panic from 
husbands and partners 
thinking it could end up being 
an expensive afternoon – we 
made our way back to the 
coach for a sophisticated 
lunch on a Narrow Boat. 

Wined and dined, we disembarked at the 
University Quarter for a short coach trip to 
the Barber Institute of Fine Arts – one of 
Britain’s best small art galleries, founded 
in 1932 by Dame Martha Constance 
Hattie Barber in memory of her husband. 
It was set up ‘for the study and encouragement of art and music’. 
Today the Institute houses the departments of History of Art and Music 
at the University of Birmingham, and boasts a magnificent collection of 
paintings, drawings, sculptures and more.

Master’s We ekend continued...

On our way to our next stop, we 
passed the ‘Joseph Chamberlain 
Memorial Clock Tower’ – the tallest 
free standing clock tower in the 
world, at over 320 ft high. The 
Master and Giles Bloomer, both 
Birmingham graduates, looked 
particularly intrigued…or were they 
planning their next climbing expedition?!

Winterbourne House & Garden was next, started by the 
Nettlefold family in 1903. By 1919 the family moves on, and 
two other families enjoy the house and garden as their home. In 
1944 the owner, John Nicholson, dies and leaves the house and 
garden to the University of Birmingham. In the 2000s the garden 
restoration commences and in 2008 listed status is achieved. 
Following a refurbishment plan, the house reopens in 2010. For 
the first time in its history, visitors can now take a tour of the 
house and enjoy time in the beautiful botanical gardens.

The visit to Winterbourne house included a restful 
afternoon tea, before setting off back to the hotel to get 
ready for the final formal event of the weekend, a black tie 
dinner at Highbury Hall.

(Directly above) 17th Century Art - Isaac blessing Jacob. (Above right) 19th Century Art - Portrait 
of Fanny Cornforth. (Right) Head of Bodhisattva.

Past Master Christopher Latham with his wife Jacqueline enjoying the garden

Rooms at Winterbourne House
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Master’s Weekend continued...

Highbury Hall is a former home of the Chamberlain family, it is 
named after the Highbury area of London, where Chamberlain 
lived as a child.

The guest speaker was Dr Carl Chinn, a well-known Midlands personality. He was very 
entertaining as he talked us through the history of the house, the Chamberlains and 
their part in the City’s development. A thoroughly enjoyable evening that ended with 
a few more drinks at the hotel bar!

For those who were able to stay for 
a bit longer, Sunday morning was 
the opportunity to explore the city 
centre at your leisure, before joining 
the Master and his wife Christine 
for lunch at the Bistrot Pierre.

Quite a party for the 
Master’s weekend – 

strategically positioned 
in front of a ‘Temple of 

relief’ aka a urinal!

Stationers’ Hall:  
Remarkable beauty

Stationers’ Hall was the venue for this year’s Court Ladies 
Lunch. An impressive Grade I listed building dating back to the 
17th Century. Completed after the Great Fire of London, it’s 
one of the few ancient Livery Halls remaining in the City.

From floodlit stained-glass windows to carved oak panelling and rococo 
ornamentation in gold, each room has a unique character and breathtaking beauty.

The occasion was also an opportunity to take an updated photo of the Court, and 
welcome new Freeman Graeme Barton, who was admitted on the same day.

The large stained-glass windows 
in the Hall portray William 

Shakespeare, William Caxton, 
St Cecilia, William Tyndale and 

Archbishop Cranmer

Before lunch there was 
the opportunity for a 
tour of the Hall and its 
gardens

Lunch in the Court Room with impressive gold decorated walls and ceiling

The Master, Wardens, Past Masters and Court of Assistants New Freeman Graeme Barton

Speaker Dr Carl Chinn

One of the spectacular rooms 
on display at Highbury Hall 
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And for the ladies Linda Poore

Our Company’s Annual Golf Day took place in May at Hadley 
Wood Golf Club in Barnet, organised by Past Masters Roddy 
Taylor and Martin Earle.

It’s open to all members of the Livery, including partners or wives and is well 
attended.  Liveryman Mark Mulvey picked up first prize on the Gents side and the 
winner of the Ladies competition was Linda Poore. All prizes were presented by 
Senior Warden Brian Blanchard.

We finished a fantastic 2nd out of 49 teams. It was our best finish yet! The team included 
Liverymen Mark Mulvey, Roger Howard, Chris Hemmington-Green and Senior Warden Brian 
Blanchard. Next year we’re aiming for 1st position - no pressure, team!

Later in the month, four Liverymen represented WCoBM in the  
Prince Arthur Cup Inter Livery Golf Competition, held at Walton Heath.

Golfing success!

Warming up Liverymen Shanker Patel 
and Neil Hemmington

Past Master Ken Pepperrell tees off  
with a mighty swing

Brian and Chris with the team’s prizes

Winner for the gents - 
Liveryman Mark Mulvey

Charity Focus 
by the Master

Second chance…

In the last newsletter I touched on the value 
of the 110 Livery Companies’ charitable 
contributions: some £50 million a year. 
Moves are now afoot to maximise the value 
of that giving and to combine the strengths 
of the various companies in a Pan-Livery 
effort. With others I have been working 
on the development of a project which is 
concerned with the employment of ex-
offenders. Companies such as ours have 
wide contacts with employers but limited 
resources whereas some of the ancient 
Companies have limited contacts but vast 
resources. Putting the two together could 
make a real impact on one of the most 
serious problems society faces. 

A bit of Disney magic…

The WCoBM continues to support 
‘The Magical Taxi Tour’, organised 
by the Hackney Carriage Drivers’ 
Company. A fantastic cause 
involving 100 London taxis taking 
sick and terminally ill children for 
a weekend trip to Disneyland Paris 
in convoy to be deservedly spoilt. 
The trip always starts with an early 
breakfast, before the long line of 
taxis – stretching 5 kilometres – is 
led by the police to the ferry where 
many excited children make their 
way to some Disney magic!

Affiliation with 
HMS Forth

It is also with great 
pleasure that I 
announce our new 
affiliation with HMS 
Forth - a River Class 
Offshore Patrol 
Vessel – Batch 2. The 
affiliation is the first 
of its kind between HMS Forth and a Livery Company. It is the 5th ship of 
this name and will be involved in ‘constabulary operations’ – looking for 
illegal drugs, illegal immigrants and ‘dirty’ bombs.

When commissioned, the Patrol Vessel will form part of the FPS – the 
Fishery Protection Squadron based in Portsmouth. The Squadron itself 
has an affiliation with the Fishmongers’ Company.

HMS Forth’s company is due to take delivery of the ship from BAE 
Systems in November 2017. Following a comprehensive programme of 
trials, she will be ready for sea in February 2018. She is due to deploy to 
the South Atlantic in mid to late 2018 to relieve HMS Clyde, the Falklands 
Islands Guard ship.

The Ship’s company will comprise 58 people, including 11 Officers, and 
can stay at sea for 328 days a year. The team will be split (8 weeks on, 4 
weeks off), with a third of the crew changing every 4 weeks. It will have 
a displacement of 2,000 tonnes; length of 90 metres; maximum speed of 
24 knots; and a range of over 5,000 nautical miles.

What the Royal Navy is looking for in terms of affiliation is advocacy, as 
large parts of the country suffer from ‘sea-blindness’. By affiliating, we 
will be part of making the naval case – that crews are out there keeping 
the UK secure, including its trade routes. We will be helping to get the 
word out, and improve understanding of what they do. The crew and 
Officers will also enjoy having Liverymen on board, and being invited to 
Livery Dinners and so on. We will also award an annual prize, as we do 
with our other affiliations.

Tiger 25

On the subject of affiliation, 
this year was also a significant 
year for the Princess of Wales’s 
Royal Regiment (PWRR, 
also known as ‘The Tigers’), 
celebrating its 25th Anniversary in 
September. Our Livery has a close 
connection with 3PWRR, one 
of the Regiment’s two Reserve 
Battalions.

Anniversary celebrations included a Parade in Canterbury at which new colours 
were presented, with over 350 associated Branch members, friends and family 
attending. Christine and I were delighted to attend on behalf of the Company. 
Our best wishes to the Regiment for another 25 years of success!
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What else...?

Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadets Awards

In May, Past Master Graham Ballinger with his wife 
Liveryman Averil Ballinger attended the Beckenham and 
Penge Sea Cadets awards evening. Graham presented 
the ‘Best Cadet’ award to Marie Purrmann-Charles who 
was unable to receive it at our annual City & Awards 
lunch in March. PM Ballinger was also able to get a 
photo of the uniform room, which was constructed from 
timber generously donated by Liveryman and builders’ 
merchant Simon Lawson of Lawsons (Whetstone) Ltd.

The Guild of Entrepreneurs’ Summer Banquet

Hosted at the magnificent Cutlers’ Hall, this annual banquet was attended by the Master 
in June. Our thanks to the Guild of Entrepreneurs© Jonathan Cherry for these photos.

Mary Berry kicks off annual Sheep Drive

Every year, the Worshipful Company of Woolmen exercise 
their rights as Freemen of the City of London to drive their 
sheep across London Bridge. It’s one of London’s oldest 
traditions. Each Freeman receives a personal certificate 
signed by the Lord Mayor and Master Woolman, confirming 
that their rights have been exercised successfully. The aim is 
to raise awareness of the City’s Livery Companies and their 
significant contribution to charities.

Freemen of the City, along with their family and friends, 
are invited to take part. Bemused tourists look on as a flock 
of sheep is gathered to cross London Bridge. This year, the 
former Great British Bake Off judge Mary Berry helped to 
kick off the annual Sheep Drive. Berry herself was named 
an honorary Freeman in 2014. Our Master with his wife 
Christine and their one-year-old grandson were among 
those taking part in this year’s City tradition.

The Master’s grandson  

helps to hold the signed certificate

It’s been a busy year for the Master and our Company!  
Here are a few more snippets on events and other activity…

Buckingham Palace 
Garden party

A highlight of the Master’s 
year was the summer garden 
party hosted by the Queen 
in the beautiful gardens of 
Buckingham Palace – pictured 
here with the Mistress Christine 
and our Clerk Virginia. Over 
the course of each summer 
the Queen hosts three garden 
parties where apparently around 
27,000 cups of tea, 20,000 
sandwiches and 20,000 slices of 
cake are consumed! Hope the 
Master tucked in!

Trading Day at LSE with Lady Mayoress

The Lady Mayoress opens the markets at the London 
Stock Exchange, attended by the Master too. 

Inter Livery 
Walk

In September the 
Master took part 
in the annual 
Inter Livery Walk 
- an 8.5 mile walk 
around the City 
of London taking 
in all the Livery 
Halls on the 
way. The walk 
is organised 

and led each year by the 
Worshipful Company of Environmental Cleaners 
and has become an important event in the Livery’s 
calendar, raising money for charity.

Palace Ceremony

The Master attended the City 
& Guilds Medal for Excellence 
Awards at St James’s Palace. 
The City & Guilds is one of the 
educational organisations 
the WCoBM supports with 
funding. HRH Princess Anne 
presented the Builders’ 
Merchants’ Company Prize 
to Jonathan Doherty.

The Master at the Public Relations 

Practitioners’ Company Dinner in April

The Master

What else...?
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The Lord Mayor’s Abseil Challenge!

In September, The Lord Mayor and Honorary Liveryman Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley abseiled safely to the bottom of the 
Leadenhall Building – aka the Cheese Grater – raising money for the Lord Mayor’s Appeal. He is petrified of heights and yet 
took the challenge to abseil all 225 metres of the building! The challenge has so far raised a remarkable £16,700.

What else...? continued...

The Lord Mayor rockets down the building!

Ready, steady, go! A relieved face! Safely back on the ground.

We remember... 
Lt. Col. Peter Hempson Gill OBE

Peter was successful in his personal and 
professional life – he gave his everything 
to all that he embarked on. He was a kind, 
proud and very generous family man, who 
served his country well through his time 
in the army. 

Born in Chelmsford, Peter had vivid 
memories of the war years in Essex and of 
his evacuation to Wales. He reckoned this 
influenced him to join the army to help 
keep the peace against the Russian threat. 

After 18 months at Sandhurst Academy, 
his first posting was to Korea with the 
Essex Regiment. In his own words: “It was 
an adventure to go somewhere like the 
Far East, and of course by troop ship was 
the way to travel. The Korean War was still 
on; that was exciting – if a bit daunting. 
The ship reached Singapore, when over the ship’s tannoy came the 
news that peace had been signed. The soldiers, national servicemen 
almost to a man, cheered from the troop decks.” 

So Peter was in Korea with Commonwealth Division to dig 
defensive positions. This was followed by a couple of years to aid 
Police on Civil Power in Hong Kong. In the event of riots the drill 
was then “Disperse or we fire”. Fortunately Peter never had to fire.

Then back to Plymouth to train infantry junior leaders before his 
first staff posting as a young captain took him to the War office in 
Whitehall, responsible for tasking available RAF aircraft for army 
exercises. Peter remembered the era of wearing bowler hats and 
stiff white collars and carrying umbrellas.

He then re-joined his now amalgamated regiment in Germany 
before being posted to Malaya as an Intelligence Operations 
Officer, taking over from a Ghurka Battalion operating in the jungle. 
He was subsequently lucky enough to get an attachment to the 
Australian Army, visiting most state capitals including spending six 
weeks with a Papua New Guinea Regiment and several weeks with 
the Australian SAS. He was an Australiaphile ever after. 

He returned to the UK to attend Army Staff College in 
Camberley, followed by another Whitehall posting. It was during 
this time that he met Adriana. They married in 1967 and he was 
posted almost immediately to the American Staff College in 
Norfolk, Virginia.

Peter rejoined his battalion in the UK, from where he was soon 
sent to do UN peace-keeping duties in Cyprus.

It’s with great sadness that we announce the sad news of the death of Liveryman Peter Gill OBE. At 
such a difficult time, our thoughts are with his wife Adriana, and his daughters Clare and Sarah Jane.

Born on 25th February 1933, Peter passed away on 21st September 2017 aged 84 years. A service for 
Peter was held on 3rd October at Aldershot Crematorium, attended on the Company’s behalf by Past 
Master Andrew Day, and we reprint here the eulogy given at that service.

Next back to Hong Kong as brigade major 
of the Ghurka Brigade for 2 years, then 
2 years in Southern Germany with the 
Allied Mobile Force before he got his 
taste of Northern Ireland as commanding 
officer of 7 Battalion, the Ulster Defence 
Regiment in East Belfast. His final job 
was as principal intelligence officer at UK 
Land Forces, Wilton, preparing against the 
threat of invasion from Soviet Forces.

As Peter said, he had a good time in the 
army. However, recalling that his family 
had had 15 or more moves in 12 years 
and the children many school changes, 
he thought it was time for a second 
career. This was to be with Fidor, the fibre 
building boards timber trade association, 
where he remained for 7 years until he 

was appointed to his final job as Director 
of the Builders Merchants Federation (BMF) at the age of 53. 
The work was similar to Fidor but on a larger scale. He played a 
major role in connection with the industry’s voice to government, 
lobbying MPs and also organising annual conferences both at 
home and abroad. It is during this time that he received an OBE 
in recognition for services to the Construction Industry and to 
Training. He counted himself very fortunate to have had two very 
different and fulfilling careers.

In retirement, he became involved in local affairs and was 
chairman of Probus in 2006. He and Adriana also enjoyed holidays 
both in Europe and further afield. Throughout his retirement he 
always found DIY projects to see to and spent many hours in the 
garden. He was never idle.

Working with Peter during his time at the BMF, 
David Christison adds…

“I was sad to learn of the death of my old BMF colleague Peter 
Gill. I served alongside Peter throughout his time as Director. 
He was in Soho Square and I was Director of Education and 
Training at Harlow. Peter was a man of the highest integrity and 
professionalism. Those Presidents he supported so ably will no 
doubt remember how much he helped each of them. He cared 
for his staff both pastorally and practically - his work on the BMF 
Pension scheme was an example. Peter was a serious-minded 
man and may have seemed shy and reserved at first meeting, 
but underneath he had a surprisingly robust sense of humour. I 
remember him fondly.”

 

Special thanks to the sponsors of my Master’s year, whose 
support is much appreciated. They are: Alumasc Water 
Management Solutions (AWMS), Cemex, Courtney Smith 
Group, H+H, Lawsons, Marsh Industries, Monument Tools, 
MRA Marketing, NMBS, Plasmor and Reisser.

To wrap up this year, there is one more for your diary – our 
popular Christmas Carol Service at the Tower of London 
followed by Supper at Lincoln’s Inn. We always end the year on 
a high with this event, which has grown greatly in popularity. 
The feedback and support was so tremendous last year that it 
made sense to rebook for the same venue this year. 

This event falls into the new Master Brian Blanchard’s year 
and starts promptly at 6.00p.m. with the Service at the historic 
Chapel Royal of St Peter ad Vincula. A superb choir lead the 
traditional Carols. It’s a unique experience and a fantastic 
occasion for members to share with family and friends. 
Following the service transport has been arranged to the Old 
Hall at Lincoln’s Inn. 

Don’t miss out and reserve your places early with the Clerk!

The social calendar for 2018 is in its final stages and will be completed before the end of the year. Look out for details on our 
website: www.wcobm.co.uk/events.  Add events directly to your diary or to book email our Clerk Virginia at info@wcobm.co.uk

 

Save the Date! We hope you’ve enjoyed the many social 
events held this year for Liverymen, Freemen 
and guests. Much thought goes into organising 
these events to ensure they cover a broad range 
of interests so there is something for everyone!
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Don’t forget…

WCoBM partnership with The Grange Hotel Group

Liverymen, Freemen, family, friends and guests can take advantage of special room 
rates negotiated with The Grange Hotel Group, thanks to the efforts of Past Master 
John Poore. The preferential rates are available all year round and not just for Livery 
functions. They represent excellent value for money especially at weekends, with a 
choice of 15 four or five-star rated hotels in prime central London locations. 

The Grange St Pauls, and the City Grange are the most commonly booked when 
attending Livery events. But other great ones include The Grange Wellington, close to the 
Houses of Parliament, and The Grange Holborn which is ideally located for our Christmas 
dinner at Lincoln’s Inn.

Special rates extend to discounted meeting and events spaces too, if you’re looking for more than just a room.

The Hotel Group has developed a bespoke booking page to make the process of booking a room as easy and quick as possible.

This page is live at: www.grangehotels.com/business/builders-merchants-members.

The bespoke booking page is also accessible at: www.wcobm.co.uk/about/links.

Alternatively call Reservations directly on 020 7233 7888 and quote our dedicated booking code C00059EC.

Livery accessories – do you have yours?

Whether you have recently joined the Livery, or have been a member for some time, make sure you 
speak to the Clerk about our range of Livery accessories. 

We have ties, pins and cufflinks. Ties are £20 each, Cuff links 
are £20 per pair and the Pins are £1.

Make sure you have yours to avoid any fines at future events!

Email the Clerk Virginia Rounding at info@wcobm.co.uk.

Livery Halls – the perfect venue!

If you’re looking to organise a function – whether personal 
or business – consider hosting it at one of the 54 Livery 
Halls in the City of London. Members can sometimes take 
advantage of their Livery status to book. Steeped in history 
and tradition, each Hall is set to impress! Many also have 
beautiful gardens – hidden 
treasures – and a few like 
Skinners’ Hall benefit from a 
superb roof terrace, ideal for 
a summer’s drinks reception 
as it was for our Ball earlier 
this year.

To find out which Halls are 
available to hire, contact our 
Clerk Virginia Rounding.

Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants, 4 College Hill, London EC4R 2RB
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