
Builders’ merchants and the 
building industry are in optimistic 
mood. The economy is in recovery 
and stronger growth is forecast 
for 2015.

I’m pleased to report that your Company 
is in excellent shape too. 

Our profile in the industry and the 
City is growing stronger, the result of 
several years’ effort by my predecessors 
and the Court. We’ve had a lot to 
shout about. In the last three years 
the Worshipful Company of Builders’ 
Merchants (WCoBM) celebrated its 
50th birthday, was presented with its 
Royal Charter, and last year we saw one 
of our members, Honorary Member, 
Lord Mayor Alderman Fiona Woolf CBE 
appointed the 686th Lord Mayor, only the 
second woman in the position and the 
Company’s third Lord Mayor. 

Other Livery companies notice, read and 
hear what we say in communications 
like this newsletter. We know that 
because they tell us and they say the 
Builders’ Merchant is the best on the 
circuit (testimony to all the hard work 
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and efforts of MRA Marketing – our 
sincere thanks to Mike, Lucia and  
their team). 

Our Float in last year’s Lord Mayor’s 
Show was a lot of fun, and it generated  
a healthy surplus to support our 
charities. It also gained a lot of exposure 
for your Company. We even appeared 
on TV! It reminded the outside world, 
and explained to those who didn’t know, 
what Builders’ Merchants are and what 
they do. 

Our recruitment numbers are excellent 
but we are not complacent. They reflect 
the successful work of your Election 
Committee and the growing awareness 
of the Company and its standing. Our 
thanks go to Past Master Roddy Taylor, 
a past Chairman of the Committee, who 
is stepping down after several years, and 
Past Master Ken Pepperell who continues 
to do a magnificent job as the current 
Chairman along with his Committee. 

The recent, very successful City & 
Awards lunch shows how the Company 
combines its support for education 
and training with a first rate industry 
networking event. 

My theme for the year is: 

“Have plenty of fun;  
friendship, camaraderie,  
and do good to others  
whilst helping to take our 
great industry forward in  
an ever changing and 
challenging world.”

I recently had lunch with Colonel John 
Baynham Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment and Immediate Past Master 
Andrew Day. The Colonel said the 
current make up of his reserves was 60% 
from the independent sector, 10% from 

PLCs and 30% from the unemployed and 
other sectors. I’d always presumed it was 
only large PLCs that could take the hit of 
people being away from their work for 
potentially long periods of time. It’s  
good to see the independent sector 
taking a lead. 

You are never Master on your own. 
Inevitably the main focus is on the 
Master, but there is a lot to do and it  
is a real team effort. I am fortunate 
in being ably assisted by the Senior 
Warden, Gill Moore and Junior Warden, 
Leo Martin. My thanks to them and to 
The Learned Clerk Tim Statham and 
Denise Llewellyn for their invaluable 
guidance and organisation.

My theme for the year, as I said at the 
Court meeting and Installation dinner, 
is: “Have plenty of fun; friendship, 
camaraderie, and do good to others 
whilst helping to take our great 
industry forward in an ever changing 
and challenging world.” I hope I am 
delivering on my theme! 

John Poore, Master



  

For your Diary…
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Every year the Company circulates a programme of events to members. 
These events run from January to December and most of them are 
organised for all Liverymen, Freemen and their guests to attend and 
enjoy. There are some for Court Members only.

The events cover a broad range of interests throughout the year to fit 
in with hectic diaries!

Details of events that are open to all members are usually circulated 
in advance by The Learned Clerk Tim Statham or Denise Llewellyn. 
But if you would like to reserve places beforehand, need more 
information or are not receiving details email Tim@wcobm.co.uk 
or denise.llewellyn@WCOBM.co.uk

What events have we had so far?

We started 2014 with the annual Inter-Livery Bridge 
Competition on the 3rd March at Drapers’ Hall. This was 
closely followed by the increasingly successful City & Awards 
Luncheon, at Cutlers’ Hall – see full details on Page 14-16. 

The United Guilds Service on 4th April is an annual event and is 
followed by a Buffet Lunch at Carpenters’ Hall. 

The Service has been held every year since 1943 at St Paul’s 
Cathedral to mark the religious origins of the Guilds. It was first 
introduced to help lift the spirit of the City following the Blitz 
in the Second World War. It remains one of the few occasions 
in the calendar at which all 109 Livery Companies and Guilds of 
the City gather together as a whole. At the time of publishing, 
we hadn’t received photographs from this year’s service, but 
last year the Master Andrew Day (now Immediate Past Master), 
Senior Warden John Poore (now Master) and The Learned 
Clerk Tim Statham walked in their robes to attend the Service, 
accompanied by Past Masters, Liverymen and their partners 
and wives. 

On Monday 14th April the Election Court General at Trinity 
House, Tower Hill at 5pm, is open to all Liverymen and Freemen 
to attend, while Guests can enjoy a tour of the building.

Following the Election Court General, members and guests take 
a short walk to H.M. Tower of London for the Annual Divine 
Service at 6.30pm at the historic Chapel Royal of St. Peter ad 
Vincula. The Service is a unique experience, with the Chapel’s 
Choir, one of the country’s best small choirs, raising the roof 
with their outstanding voices. Then, a lively drinks reception 
and Supper follows at Trinity House. The Annual Divine Service 
is one of the key events in the Company’s calendar and a great 
networking opportunity during supper.

 (L-R) Senior Warden John Poore, Master Andrew Day and  
The Learned Clerk Tim Statham at the United Guilds Service last year

H.M. Tower of London
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What’s to come?

NEW this year

A unique opportunity to visit the Shard on Wednesday 11th June. 
The day starts with a tour of Innholders Hall followed by a 
wonderful lunch especially created by Innholder’s Michellin 
Star Chef Herbert Berger. We then make our way to the Shard 
for 4.00pm. The Master is planning a clear, sunny day, so we 
can take full advantage of the amazing sites!

The City Day on Friday 27th June packed with a visit to the 
workings of Tower Bridge, an optional Boris Bike ride, lunch and 
a tour of Lloyds Register.

Cricket Day at Lord’s on Thursday 31st July, starting at 10.30am. 
Members and guests will enjoy a 50:50 One Day Match 
between Middlesex and Surrey with full hospitality. After the 
match there is a chance to visit the famous Long Room in the 
Pavilion and meet some of the players on a brilliant summer’s 
day (we’re sure)! 

All of the above are open to Liverymen, Freemen and Guests. 
Further details will be circulated soon but get in touch with  
Tim or Denise to reserve your places now as they will be 
popular events! 

What else?

Master’s Weekend in London 

Friday 9th to Sunday 11th May – not to be missed but numbers 
are limited so email Denise ASAP to reserve your place. The 
Master has planned an eventful two days and you can choose 
what you would like to attend. 

The weekend starts on Friday afternoon 
with a guided tour of English Heritage’s 
Wellington Arch and Aspley House 
in Piccadilly, home to the Duke of 
Wellington. In the evening guests 
will be driven to the Magic Circle 
Headquarters for a guided tour 
of the museum and experience 
the magic! The day ends with a 
sumptuous meal in the Devant Room, 
named after the First President of the 
Magic Circle. 

On Saturday morning a visit to The Churchill War Rooms in 
Westminster has been organised to see the original Cabinet 
War Rooms – the wartime bunker that sheltered Churchill and 
his Government during the Blitz. Afterwards, everyone can 
board a 1960s open backed Red Route London Bus for a West 
End sightseeing tour with full commentary. A picnic lunch 
on the bus is organised before returning to the hotel mid-
afternoon for some free-time or shopping!

Saturday evening the Master has organised a tour of the 
most famous Cricket Ground in the world – Lords – followed 
by a Champagne reception and a Black Tie Dinner with MCC 
President, Mike Gatting OBE.

On Sunday morning, there will be a full brunch on the  
Thames during the four hour River Cruise. The Master predicts 
brilliant sunshine! The weekend will come to a perfect close 
around 2.30pm. 

The Master and his wife Linda look forward to you joining them 
and showing you a few of London’s superb sights.

Lord’s Cricket ground

The Shard
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The Festival of Sons of the Clergy is on Tuesday 13th May at  
St Paul’s Cathedral for 5.30pm.

The Prince Arthur Cup Inter-Livery Golf Competition takes place 
on Thursday 15th May at Walton Heath Golf Club and is by 
invite only.

The Company Golf Day is on Monday 9th June at Hadley Wood 
Golf Club, Beech Hill, Barnet, situated North of London (Exit 24, 
M25). It is open to ALL members and guests, including 
members’ partners and wives. This new format was introduced 
for the first time last year and was very successful. This year we 
also introduce the Best Lady Golfer trophy.

The Golf day is an 18 hole Stableford full handicap competition, 
organised by Past Masters Roddy Taylor and Martin Earle. 
Hadley Wood is the home course of Past Master Earle. The 
course was designed by Alister MacKenzie, who also designed 
the famous Masters course at Augusta National.

First tee time is 10.30am with dinner at approximately 5pm. 
The Master and a number of non-playing Past Masters will be 
present. The cost per head for the day is £85, including prizes. 
Dinner only is £25. Prices do not include drinks.

To book your 
place or for more 
information call 
Roddy on 
01889 881133 or 
Martin on 
01707 647255. 

Alternatively, email 
roddy.taylor1@
btinternet.com or 
martin@migsy.com  

 
The Election of Sheriffs is on Tuesday 24th June, then Monday 
29th September is the Election of Lord Mayor, open to 
Liverymen only. Both take place at Noon in Guildhall, with 
lunch at Painters’ Hall. 

No matter how many times you see or take part in them, the 
ceremony and election of the Sheriffs and Lord Mayor are 
impressive events, Guildhall itself is pretty impressive too. Both 
are always well attended and you need to turn up at least an 
hour early to secure a seat in the Great Hall. Last year’s Election 
of Lord Mayor was particularly significant for our Company and 
Alderman Fiona Woolf CBE was one of the three candidates. 
But hundreds of years of continuity and continuing relevance 
ensure these ceremonies with the succession of uniforms, the 
colours and the formal addresses in such grand surroundings 
will never lose their appeal.

The Installation Court General is on Friday 24th October at the 
Mansion House when the new Master will be installed and is 
open to all Liverymen and Freemen. Subject to election in April, 
Senior Warden Gill Moore will become our new Master, and the 
first woman to be honoured with the role. A drinks reception 
and dinner will follow to celebrate the election in the presence 
of The Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor of London Fiona Woolf. It 
is open to all members and guests. This event is one of the 
Company’s annual highlights and not to be missed. The dress 
code is Black Tie, or optional White Tie. 

Winner of last year’s 
Golf Day Liveryman 

Ken McKeown

  

The Rt. Hon. Lord Mayor Fiona Woolf outside Guildhall following 
her election last year

 1st Ladies winner Miggs Earle



The annual Lord Mayor’s Show is on the 8th November – of 
course it won’t be as good as last year’s because it won’t 
include our Company’s Float! Only joking! This is a spectacular 
Show with over 150 very colourful and creative Floats with 
crowds of people lining the City streets to welcome the 
new Lord Mayor of London. Stand tickets are available for 
Liverymen, Freemen and Guests but will be limited. Lunch  
is organised at one of the Livery Halls or a venue close by  
after the Show. 

Last but not least is 
the Company’s Carol 
Service and Supper on 
Friday 12th December. 
This event was originally 
introduced by Past 
Master Roddy Taylor 
and has continued by 
popular demand.  
The Service takes place 
at the Royal Chapel  
of St Peter ad Vincula, 
Tower of London at 
6.30pm and is sure  
to put everyone in  
the Christmas spirit.  
The Service is  
usually conducted by  
The Reverend Canon Roger Hall M.B.E., the Honorary Chaplain 
to the Company, with a superb choir leading the traditional 
Carols. Reception drinks and supper are at Watermen’s Hall.  
All Liverymen, Freemen and Guests are welcome. See Pages  
17-19 for an insight into this fantastic event.

So another an eventful year ahead for members and their 
guests with many superb opportunities to experience some of 
the City’s fantastic history and buildings, as well as networking 
with key industry and City figures. Don’t miss out! 

A Tour of Mansion House 
by Editor Mike Rigby

In November last year, 
Honorary Member Alderman 
Fiona Woolf became the 
new Lord Mayor of London. 
During her Mayoral year, 
Fiona and her husband 
Nicholas will live and work 
at the Mansion House. In 
February, the Candlewick 
Ward Club (of which Fiona is 
President) organised a tour of 
the historic building. Tickets 
sold out almost immediately 
and I missed out first time 
round but a second tour was 
organised in March due to 
popular demand. 

The Mansion House was first occupied in 1752 and, since 
then, it has been one of the grandest Georgian town palaces 
in London and is recognised today as a building of great 
national importance. In addition to The Lord Mayor residing 
there, The Mansion House is also used for many of the City’s 
ceremonial occasions. Indeed, a few of our Company’s own 
special occasions have been hosted there, including the 

Installation Dinner of Past 
Master Ken Pepperrell in 2009 
and, subject to election, the 
Installation Dinner of Senior 
Warden Gill Moore on 24th 
October 2014.

A spectacular Entrance 
Hall on the Ground Floor 
welcomes guests and visitors, 
with a grand staircase on the 

North West of the building 
leading to the upper floors.

It was interesting to visit The 
Lord Mayor’s Office where 
Fiona works and receives 
visitors, and the Saloon 
reception area is particularly 
memorable, with a 36 light 
chandelier as a prominent 
centre piece. There were many 
other outstanding features of 

the building, including the interior design, the furniture, the 
paintings, the architecture – too many to list here. It is truly 
one of the City’s historic beauties to cherish. 
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One of the many Floats at last year’s Show

H.M. Tower of London at Christmas

  

For your Diary… continued

The North West Staircase

The Saloon

The Lord Mayor’s Office, known 
as the Venetian Parlour



Keeper of the Roll Leo Martin gets the Roll signed by all the New Liverymen 

John Poore was installed as the new 
Master of the Worshipful Company of 
Builders’ Merchants at the Court General 
Meeting on the 24th October 2013. John 
became a Freeman in January 1987 and a 
Liveryman in April 1987. He was invited 
to join the Court, the path to becoming 
Master, in 2006. 

The ceremony took place at Grocers’ Hall, one of the ‘Great 
Twelve’ Livery Companies of the City of London. The original 
Grocers’ Hall dates back to the 14th Century. Throughout the 
building are portraits of honorary and past members, including 
Lord Eddie George the last Governor of the Bank of England; 
Diana, Princess of Wales; Lady Thatcher Prime Minister in the 
80s and Lord Carrington her Foreign Secretary.

Installation of the New Master

page 6

The Immediate Past Master Andrew Day hands his Master’s gown to new 
Master John Poore
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The new 
Master 
addresses 
the Court

The Master with his wife Linda



Gill Moore was then installed as Senior Warden, Leo Martin 
as Junior Warden and Steve Turner as Keeper of the Roll. Nine 
new Liverymen were welcomed at the Court General Meeting. 
These were: Mark Bone, Managing Director of George Lines 
(Merchants) Ltd; Jim Collins, Managing Director of Acquisition 
& Consulting Services Ltd; Simon Bicknell, Group Sales Director 
of Toolbank; Ian Beaver, Managing Director of Shropshire 
Building Supplies; James Norton, Frank Key Merchants; Robin 
Beal, Trading Director at IPG & Marsh Industries; Richard Hill, 
Managing Director of ACO Technologies; David Sarti, COO of 
Marshalls plc; Alan Hawkins, BIRA.

The nine new members became Freemen of the Company 
and were awarded the Freedom of the City before becoming 
Liverymen. Our Livery now has 198 Liverymen and 29 Freemen. 

Installation of the New Master
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 Nine new Liverymen are installed. 
Back Row (L-R): Mark Bone, Jim Collins, Simon Bicknell, 

Ian Beaver and James Norton 
Front Row (L-R): Robin Beal, Richard Hill, David Sarti and 

Alan Hawkins
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Senior Warden Leo Martin greets Guest 
Speaker Alderman Sir Paul Judge and his 
wife Lady Barbara Judge

 The Master greets members and guests as they enter for dinner

The Master with Court Assistant Pippa Latham



After the Court General Meeting, The Master, Past Masters, 
Wardens, Members, The Learned Clerk and guests celebrated 
at Grocers’ Hall with entertainment during dinner from Pianist 
Jinah Shim by kind permission of The Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama. A big thanks goes to Akzo Nobel, British Hardware 
Federation, BIRA, H+H, Calor, Makita, NMBS and Toolbank for 
their generous sponsorship of the dinner.

The Guest Speaker was Alderman Sir Paul Judge with after 
dinner speeches from the Master and Junior Warden Leo 
Martin. The Master’s guests included Mike Gatting OBE the 
famous England Cricketer, England Captain and winner of the 
Ashes, now current President of MCC.

The Master had a busy start to his year with The Lord Mayor’s 
Show only a couple of weeks away from his Installation Dinner. 
The Company Float was a huge success (see Pages 22-25). The 
Master organised for the waiters and waitresses at the dinner to 
be dressed in brown ‘Arkright’ coats and flat caps made famous 
by Ronnie Barker and David Jason in the famous TV comedy 
‘Open All Hours’. These brown coats and flat cap costumes were 
for the 30 Liverymen who had volunteered to walk with the 
Float. There was also a preview of a few of the building materials 
costumes that had been created for the Show - the toilet pan for 
example, modelled by the Master’s daughter Andrea Poore. This 
gave members and guests some insight into the upcoming Show 
and added a buzz to the evening!

Installation of the New Master continued
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Guests at the champagne reception

Liveryman Chris Hayward (R) talking with Liveryman Mark Davis 

Liverymen Mark Bone and Dave Anderson

Lt. Col. John 
Baynham 
Commanding 
Officer 3rd 
Battalion The 
Princess of 
Wales’s Royal 
Regiment with 
his wife Dawn



Installation of the New Master continued
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The Master comments:  
“My installation ceremony and dinner was an unforgettable 
evening and the start of my year to continue the good work of 
Masters before me. There are three main objectives as Master. 
Firstly to raise awareness of the Company and the importance 
of building to the UK economy and merchant’s role in it. Based 
in the heart of the City, we are fortunate to have the ear of 
influential figures throughout the Livery and attend many 
events and occasions where we can emphasise the key role of 
builders’ merchants and their suppliers in supplying Britain’s 
building needs. 

“Secondly is promoting and increasing our charitable fund. 
It’s an area very close to my heart too. I have been actively 
fund raising for different charities for over thirty years, and 
last year I was proud to be awarded the BEM for it. My motto 
is: “think of others first and the world will be a better place”. 
The WCoBM donates a significant amount to training and 
education in the merchant industry. Our close links with 
the IoBM and BMF enables us to support and recognise the 

achievements of young merchants. We also support the Lord 
Mayor’s Appeal and a range of other worthy charities. 

“Last but not least, we encourage members to get involved 
and attend events. The WCoBM provides an excellent 
and ongoing platform for our members and their guests 
to network. It’s ‘probably’ the best networking platform 
in the industry for senior industry people to meet, build 
relationships, and exchange information and views. Events 
are hosted in historic Livery Halls and other prestigious 
venues in the City to encourage networking between 
merchant and supplier members and their guests in some 
fantastic and unique locations. 

“During my year as Master I will do my best to continue 
the momentum built up by previous Masters and get the 
industry’s message across to senior and influential people.  
I will ensure the Company remains active and well founded, 
and is a key driver in helping to bring about a thriving and 
prosperous industry.”

 The Installation Dinner at Grocers’ Hall

Taking wine with the new Liverymen

Bev Hopkins (R) talks to Liveryman Richard Hill

The Master gives the 
Loving Cup to Alderman 
Sir Paul Judge 
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Installation of the New Master
continued
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The toilet pan (modelled by the 
Master’s daughter Andrea Poore) 
springs up on Liveryman Allan Durning

Junior Warden Leo Martin toasted the guests

 ... and again on the Master

Following dinner, Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio, 
Past Master Gary Hopkins with his wife Bev (and 

Liveryman Mike Tattam behind the camera!) took 
a leisurely walk back to their hotel close to St Paul’s 

Cathedral. It was a clear evening and a fantastic 
photo opportunity of the Cathedral at night

The waiters model the long brown 
‘Arkwright’ work coats and flat caps 
that Liverymen will wear at the Lord 
Mayor’s Show

Chocolates Galore! Who’s going to be 
first to dig in



Co-Editor and Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio interviews 
the Master’s wife Linda Poore
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Lucia: It’s almost six months since John 
became Master and I expect it’s been a 
very busy start to his year. But I’m sure it’s 
been very involving for you too.

Q. How has your everyday life changed 
since October?

A. This is a difficult one as John retired in 
November so a big life change for us both. 
We are certainly out a great deal so my 
house keeping bill has certainly dropped 
but the hotel bills have gone up!

Q. What are the main duties as Mistress?

A. To represent the Company together 
with supporting and accompanying the 
Master. I’ve only one public speaking duty 
that I am aware of at this stage.

Q. Did you need to prepare for the role, if 
so what preparations did you go through?

A. No actual preparation – a seven year 
run up so I watched other mistresses go 
through the chair and followed their lead 
– I haven’t been allowed to visit the shops 
mind you!

Q. Is the role what you expected or 
different? Any surprises?

A. The role has certainly been well above 
expectations. No surprises, although I 
wasn’t expecting to speak at one function 
so I wasn’t prepared at all. Maybe just a 
lack of communication but I will make 
sure Dave Moore is aware of any similar 
situations. 

Q. How many dinners, events and/or 
meetings have you attended?

A. Approximately 30 functions – mainly 
dinners, lunches and lectures.

Q. Are you attending any on your own as 
Mistress? If so, which events have you 
attended on your own? Tell us about those.

A. None as yet but I have two lunches 
in the summer, a guided tour with tea 
of the Fan Makers Museum by kind 
invitation of Mistress Fan Maker and 
a visit to the Lambeth Palace Gardens 
with the Worshipful Company of 
Constructors.

Q. Which event(s) have been your most 
memorable and why?

A. John’s Installation Dinner was certainly 
very memorable. Great Hall with 
wonderful service and food. Lovely to 
have our family present although we were 
missing one daughter – she was away 
on business in South Africa. The whole 
evening was full of fun and laughter.

 
Q. What have been the highlights?

A. Everything but I feel we have been 
very fortunate in having Fiona as Lord 
Mayor as it certainly has given us the 
opportunity to attend extra events which 
we might not have been invited to. 
 
For me a couple of events stand out, 
namely the Lord Mayor’s Banquet at 
the Guildhall. A wonderful occasion 
with 900 other close friends including 
David Cameron and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. A fabulous night – plenty of 
people watching, enjoying the fanfares 
when various guests arrived, even the 
programme contained a plastic bag for 

you to keep it dry just in case it rained  
on your way home! 

Of course another highlight was The Lord 
Mayor’s Show followed by lunch at the 
Mansion House with dripping wet hair! 
Nice touch! All the planning paid off and 
despite the terrible weather, everyone 
had a great time.

Lucia: I expect this year is also an 
opportunity to visit some spectacular 
buildings or venues.

Q. What interesting places have you visited 
that you wouldn’t normally get to visit?

At Christmas John read a lesson at  
St Barts the Great Church – absolutely 
stunning in candle light. More recently 
we went to the Old Bailey for a Trial and 
Error production reproducing old court 
proceedings in aid of the Sheriffs and 
Recorders Fund. Again in the evening 
– very atmospheric and something not 
normally experienced.

Q. And how about meeting people you 
wouldn’t normally come across. Who 
stands out and why?

A. Gosh – I have met so many interesting 
people that I am not sure if I could single 
one person out I have very much enjoyed 
the company of Fiona and Nicholas Woolf.

Q. What do you like the most as Mistress?

A. Feeling important when you  
attend various dinners as other 
Companies’ guest.

Q. What do you like the least?

A. Having pre-arranged meetings with 
the Master over the kitchen table and 
then being given a list of tasks to do!! 
Sometimes personal engagement 
clashes due to lack of prior warning of 
Livery events. I am actually very surprised 
at the short notice of some events given 
the amount of planning which can  
be incurred.

Q. What are you learning from the role?

A. Perfecting the art of small talk!

Q. If you could sum up your role of Mistress 
in one word, what would that be?

A. Brilliant!

The focus is always on the Master during his year – the events he attends, the people he meets – but we 
thought for this issue it would be interesting to talk to Linda Poore, the Master’s wife, on life as a Mistress.

 Linda at the champagne reception of the 
recent City & Awards Luncheon



Charity Focus
Review by the Almoner, Past Master Andrew Adams
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In every April issue of the newsletter we publish a list of the donations made by our Company during the 
last year. These donations arise from discussions at the Charities & Education Committee meetings and fall 
into four broad groups: The City • The Builders’ Merchants Industry • The Company • General category

A large number of requests and appeals are received from a 
very wide range of charities and individuals and these must be 
carefully assessed to decide which ones to support and how 
much to donate. All this must be done within certain parameters 
and within a budget prepared by our Bursar.

Last year our donations included a new charity, The Queen 
Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust, and another, The Institute 
of Builders Merchants (IoBM), with which we enjoy a long and 
continuing relationship.

The Queen Elizabeth Diamond 
Jubilee Trust 
The Trust was set up in 2012, under the Chairmanship of Sir John 
Major, to develop a number of iconic programmes that will help 
and transform the lives of people of all generations across the 
Commonwealth. The main programmes cover the treatment of 
Avoidable Blindness and investment in Youth Leadership. You 
will find full details of the Trust at www.jubileetribute.org

At the time of launching the Trust we received an appeal for 
funds. This was discussed and we agreed to make a donation 
to support the establishment of the Trust. During last year a 
letter was received by the Clerk, inviting a representative of 
the Company to attend a Reception at Buckingham Palace. The 
Master, Andrew Day, suggested that the Almoner should have 
that honour.

On 23rd October 2013 I went to the Reception, which was 
attended by around 150 supporters of the Trust, drawn from a 
very broad field. I met some really interesting people ranging 
from a couple from the Lake District who had raised funds 
by organizing an event at their local church, the director of a 
major Bank which had made a very substantial donation, and 
a diplomat who had travelled all the way from the Solomon 

Islands – just to be there. Also, there were representatives from 
the Embassies of a number of Commonwealth countries. 

The evening began with a receiving line where Her Majesty the 
Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh welcomed all of the guests. 
Later in the evening they moved freely round the room chatting 
to everyone and were joined by The Duke of Gloucester and Sir 
John Major. It was a relaxed and delightful occasion and a great 
honour to have been invited. 

The Institute of Builders Merchants
On 18th February 
2014 the Institute 
held another of its 
series of Practical 
Building Skills 
Challenge Days, 
at Cambridge 
Regional College 
with seven teams 
of four taking part. 
These teams were 
from Ridgeons, 
Didac, EH Smith, 
Parker Building 
Supplies, Travis 
Perkins, Howarth 
Timber and 
Jacksons. The winners were Ridgeons and the runners-up were 
Howarth Timber.

The Master was unable to attend but I was there to show our 
support and to present our donation to Steve Sellick, President of 
the Institute. I have attended a number of these events and feel 
that they provide valuable experience of team-work, together 
with the opportunity to use a variety of tools and materials in 
a realistic construction project. The results were commendable 
and the participants seemed to enjoy the event.

Andrew presents the Company’s donation to 
Steve Sellick, President of the Institute

The winning team, Ridgeons

Her Majesty the Queen greets Past Master Andrew Adams
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Charity Fund Donors 2013
The Company would like to thank all those names below for their most generous donations. However, we have also received several 
anonymous gifts, which we gratefully acknowledge. It would be useful for the Almoner to know the source of these donations, and 
any similar future contributions, even if you do not wish your name to appear on the published list.

Andrew Adams, Almoner 

Builders’ Merchants 

BMF Prizes including Golton Award £2,000

BMF Tankards £315

Commonwealth Forestry Association I£500

Construction Youth Trust £500

Rainy Day Trust £1,000

Timber Trades Benevolent Society £750

£5,065

City

City & Guilds of London Institute £250

City & Guilds of London Art School £250

City of London Festival £250

Guildhall School of Music & Drama £500

Lord Mayor’s Appeal £1,500

Mansion House Scholarship Scheme £250

Museum of London £250

St Cecilia Musicians Benevolent Fund £250

St Paul’s Foundation £500

Sheriff’s And Recorders’ Fund £250

Shrieval Chains £100

United Guilds Service £125

 £4,475

Company

Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (special fund) £1,500

Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (prize fund) £100

Tower of London Appeal Fund £1,000

Master’s Nomination - PWRR £500

Master’s Nomination - ABF £500

Senior Warden’s Nomination - Scotty’s Little Soldiers £250
 

Senior Warden’s Nomination - Cricket for Change  £250

Junior Warden’s Nomination - Dr Kershaw’s Hospice £250

Bursar’s Nomination - Noah’s Ark £250

 £4,600

General Donations

Beckenham & Dulwich SCC £750

BLESMA £500

Cure Parkinsons Trust £500

Elliot Channer (C&G Art School) £520

Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust £1,000

Lincoln Cathedral £1,000

Mudchute Park and Farm £250

Museum of Methodism £750

National Memorial Arboretum £3,000

Royal British Legion Centre for Blast Injury Studies £500

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal £300

St Dunstans £500

Shaftesbury Society £500

Stroke Ward Southend University Hospital £100

Sons of Clergy £250

Treloar’s Trust £750

William Wilberforce Trust £1,000

 £12,170

Total £26,310

Donations made in 2013
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Donors 2013
Adams & Son Holdings J Cheele J Hauxwell John Nicholls (Trading) Ltd Shropshire Building Supplies Ltd

JA Adams JG Collins DCR Hesketh RS Norden JC Simon

Mrs HR Adams R Cope A Hogg J O’Carroll-Bailey JH Sinfield

DJ Anderson R Crees G Hopkins M Pares J Sowton

R Atherton I Crowe RA Howard C Pateman TE Statham

AG Ballinger PJ Daggett Mrs DJ Jackson D Pearce DJH Stearn

Mrs AN Ballinger DGE Dale JB Jackson KB Pepperrell PJ Stephens

R Barrett M Davies GP Kelly SW Pierce T Stuart-Jervis

RG Beal GA Day D Kilburn JC Poore MJP Tattam

Mrs JC Beaver E Dymond CGA Latham J Putterill RJ Taylor

D Bedford Mrs SM Elliott Ms P Latham BW Richardson Mrs SP Thompson

George Bence & Sons Ltd RF Erith PWC Latham DCE Ridgeon JN Tipper

S Bicknell MT Fennell J Lawrence Rev MHE Ridgeon MH Vinden

BM Blanchard PA Ferris Mrs VE Lawrence Michael Rigby Associates JA Ward

Dr RJG Bloomer NJ Froy M Lewin DA Roberts LA White

G Bolding PH Gill LJ Martin WJ Rockstro A Williams

PS Bradford CG Gaggero KT McKeown T Rowbottom JG Williams

H Broomby HR Grant AD Marshall J Rumford AB Williamson

FR Budd J Griffiths Mrs GE Moore Mrs F Russell Horne G Wilson

R Carr AK Hawkins EG Naylor DR Sanders JC Worboys

EB Carter JC Hawksley GWB Naylor TJ Scott WH Worsford

This year, in addition to our regular donations, we have received 
special donations in memory of Past Master John Cheele and also by 
sponsorship of the Master’s participation in the Inter Livery Walk. Again, 
I would like to thank all those who contributed on these occasions.



Our popular City & Awards luncheon took place for the third year at the historic Cutlers’ Hall on 
13th March with The Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor Alderman Fiona Woolf as our Guest of Honour. The 
luncheon has become an important event in the Company’s calendar, recognising achievements 
of individuals in the industry and within organisations the Company supports. It’s also a key 
networking opportunity for Liverymen, Freemen and their guests to meet senior industry and 
City figures. 

The event started with a tour of the Livery Hall before lunch. The Cutlers’ 
Company is one of the most ancient Liveries of the City of London dating back 
to the 15th Century. The Hall displays an array of swords, knives, scissors and 
surgical instruments representing the scope of 
the cutlers’ craft over the years. The collection 
ranges from Stone Age tools to the cutlery of 
today, from mass produced knives to exquisite 
items of gold and ivory encrusted with jewels.

  The Company’s Annual City & Awards Luncheon celebrates successes of BMF Students 
  and endorses its support to the Third Battalion PWRR
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 Knives and forks dating back to the 17th Century
 Cutlers’ Hall

 BMF MD John Newcomb with The Master at the Reception

After a champagne reception 
and lunch the Master welcomed 
members and guests, taking 
wine with the Company’s new 
Freeman, Mike Leeming. The 
Master presented the Rt. Hon. 
The Lord Mayor of London with a 
montage of photos of our Float 
as a memento of last year’s 
Lord Mayor’s Show. The Master 
also handed The Lord Mayor 
a cheque for £15,000 towards 
The Lord Mayor’s Appeal - the 
largest donation ever given by a 
Livery Company. Fiona was very 
touched, as you can see from her 
letter to the Master following 
the event.

Champagne Reception

A set of carving 
knives and scissors 

on display



  The Company’s Annual City & Awards Luncheon celebrates successes of BMF Students 
  and endorses its support to the Third Battalion PWRR
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Senior Warden Gill Moore with Mark Oliver and 
Matthew Carter of H+H Celcon

 Liveryman Mike Rigby digs deep as he’s fined by Past Master 
Graham Ballinger for not wearing his badge!

Member & Guests enter for lunch

The Master presents The Lord Mayor a £15,000 cheque to the 
Lord Mayor’s Appeal

The Lord Mayor’s thank you letter for the 
significant donation towards her Appeal

The Master presents the Montage of the Show to The Lord Mayor

New Freeman Mike 
Leeming, Sales Director of 
Aggregate Industries who 
was admitted on the day



Awarding Achievements

A key aim of the WCoBM is to encourage training and education among young 
merchants through its close links with the IoBM and BMF. The City & Awards 
luncheon celebrated the success of three BMF Students who recently completed 
their Diploma in Merchanting. It also awarded prizes to the Best Solider and 
Best Recruit of The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment. Additionally, the Awards 
ceremony acknowledged the Company’s support for the Beckenham & Penge 
Sea Cadet Corps of which The Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor is Patron, The City & 
Guilds of London Art School and the Guildhall School of Music & Drama. The 
Lord Mayor presented the awards and prizes to each winner.

Andrew Howard of Simpson & Allinson was awarded First Prize for exceptional 
success in the BMF Diploma and received a tankard and cheque for £1,000. The 

Second Prize of a tankard and cheque for £500 went to Paul Pennick of MKM Building Supplies, and Third Prize was awarded to 
Neil Graves of Builders’ Merchants Company, receiving a tankard and cheque for £300.

The Award for Best Soldier went to Private Payne on Exercise ASKARI STORM in Kenya. Private Payne proved a reliable rifleman 
and showed all the hallmarks of a professional solider who strives to raise his standards to be the best he can be. Private Burgess 
received the prize for Best Recruit for his cheery, outgoing personality at Catterick on the Combat Infantryman Course. His 

soldiering skills came to the fore and he passed the course 
as top marksman. Both Soldiers were presented with a silver 
figurine and a tankard.
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The Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor’s duet speech with her Consort

All the Winners with their prizes

  The Company’s Annual 
City & Awards Luncheon continued

BMF Winners with MD John Newcombe

The Awards ceremony ended with a speech from The Rt. Hon. 
The Lord Mayor and a duet with her Consort – back by popular 
demand! A short break followed and the event concluded 
with entertainment by comedian Ian Richards.

The Comedian Ian Richards

Guests enjoy the entertainment
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Ho, Ho, Ho! Did you sit 
on Santa’s knee?

On 13th December 2013, the Company’s annual Carol Service took place at the Tower of London in the historic Chapel 
Royal of St Peter Ad Vincula, followed by Supper at Watermen’s Hall nearby. The Service was conducted by The 
Reverend Cortland Fransella, who stepped in for Canon Roger Hall M.B.E., the Honorary Chaplain to the Company. 
The Service was accompanied by an outstanding choir, singing traditional Carols.

Our Christmas Supper at Watermen’s Hall is always a full house 
and last year was no exception with over 80 members and 
guests attending. Special guests included Jonathan Chandler, 
Master of the Guild of Public Relations Practitioners and Virginia 
Rounding C.C., the Guild’s Clerk.

It was a memorable and fun evening with the Master changing 
the format and organising a special visit from Santa. The 
evening started with Grace by Liveryman Andy Williamson 
and a delicious three course meal, accompanied as usual with 
great wine. The networking and drinks reception that usually 
happen on arrival were switched to after the meal, where Port 
and Brandy were served. Santa popped in towards the end 
of the meal to announce he had a present for every member 
and guest. However, everyone had to sit on his knee to get it! 
As you can see from the photos over the page, there were no 
objections. It put everyone firmly in the festive mood! By the 
end of it all, Santa looked a little drained. Luckily he had a couple 
of weeks to recover before Christmas Day.

Liveryman 
Allan Durning 

talks to 
Freeman 

Shanker Patel

 Master John Poore explains the events of the evening

 Don’t look too surprised! Suzanne Millward (L) 
with BMF Managing Director John Newcomb and 

 Carmel Grant (R), wife of Court Assistant  
Howard Grant

 My present from Santa is going to be this big, says 
Liveryman Andrew Lunn, sitting next to Liveryman 

Paul Hetherington

The Master’s nephew 
Captain Jonathan Pinney 

of the Royal Marines

Drinks aferwards L-R Past Master Gary 
Hopkins with Liverymen Mike Rigby, 

Paul Hetherington and Dave Anderson

Listen to me kid, 
says Liveryman 

Andy Williamson

The Learned Clerk Tim Statham 
pulls a cracker but is happy for 

guest Sheila Moir to have the 
winning end or two!

Photos with Santa on 
the next page...
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And now for something different!

The Master John Poore and Mistress 
Linda Poore with Santa

Senior Warden Gill Moore

Court Assistant Stewart Pierce Past Master Gary Hopkins Junior Warden Leo Martin

Deirdre Martin, wife of Junior Warden Guest Katie Towers

© WCoBM 2014

Ho, Ho, Ho! Did you sit on Santa’s knee? continued
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Ho, Ho, Ho! Did you sit on Santa’s knee? continued

 Guest Paula White

 Immediate Past Master Andrew Day gets close to Santa

Santa is there 
somewhere!

All gone - Jonathan Chandler Master of the Guild of Public 
Relations Practioners holds up Santa’s empty sack

Past Master Michael Pares

Phew – my knees are killing me!

Keeper of the Roll 
Steve Turner



In an interview with Editor Mike Rigby, Past Master Roddy Taylor – the Rain Master! – talks 
about his time as Master, retiring from the Company’s Election Committee and how he 
would like to see the WCoBM develop. 

Q: When did you become a Liveryman of the Worshipful 

Company of Builders’ Merchants?

A: . I obtained my Freedom on 24th May 1999, my Livery on the 

26th October 1999, and joined the Court in 2002.

Q: When were you Master?

A: I was Master from October 2008 to October 2009

Q: What stands out the most in your year as Master?

A: In my year I attended over 100 events and occasions, all of 

which are memorable. The times I attended Services at St Paul’s 

Cathedral relating to the Livery movement were very special. The 

ones attended by the Queen are particularly memorable. The 

Livery movement has an event at Telford for all current Masters 

and Sherriffs and that was very special. 

My own Master’s Weekend was a high point in my year. But 

perhaps my most lasting memory was The Lord Mayor’s Dinner 

at Mansion House. One should also not forget lunch at the Old 

Bailey with all the Judges and current Sherriffs. The more I look 

back the more wonderful the events I was privileged to attend 

come to mind!

In my year I introduced a new event in the Company’s calendar 

- the Christmas Carol Service at the Tower of London, which I 

am pleased to say has become a popular event in the diary.

However, one recurring theme in almost all the outdoor events 

I attended as Master was the rain! The Queen’s Garden Party 

where we had to retreat to the stairs of Buckingham Palace, 

The Lord Mayor’s Show, The Regiment’s [PWRR] Dinner, the 

Tour at Dover Castle, the Installation of the new Governor at 

the Tower of London to name just a few all suffered torrential 

rain! And so I was nicknamed the ‘Rain Master’.

Q: And how have you been involved in the Company as 

Past Master?

A: I chaired the Election Committee for some time until Past 

Master Pepperrell took over after his year in the Master’s 

chair. I then remained on the committee until February 

this year. I was also a member of the committee chaired by 

the late Past Master Cheele that worked to getting us the 

Royal Charter. This was an enlightening experience that I 

thoroughly enjoyed. 

Currently, Past Master Earle and I organise the Livery’s Annual 

Golf Day at Hadley Wood. I also attend Court Meetings and 

other Livery functions whenever I can.

Q: You recently retired from the Election Committee - what 

did the role involve?

A: The Election Committee has a brief from the Court and 

historical guidelines to work to when selecting new members. 

But I took the decision to resign as I’ve been out of the 

industry for almost 11 years and felt unable to contribute. 

I believe a Liveryman currently active in the industry would 

have more to offer. 

Q: In your view, how relevant are Livery companies in 

today’s world?

A: I believe it is important to uphold and maintain the 

longstanding and historical traditions of the Livery movement 

in this ‘here today, gone tomorrow’ world we live in. 

Livery companies are an important part of our heritage and 

supporting them ensures we do not lose these traditions for 

generations to come. The overall Livery movement contributes 

a substantial amount towards charity and education.
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Editor Mike Rigby 
interviews...

Past Master 

Roddy Taylor

© WCoBM 2014



Q: What do you see as the key values and benefits of the 
WCoBM?

A: I think there is some overlap in this question with 
the previous two, but there are additional points worth 
mentioning. 

Our Livery is made up of people who are currently or have been 
active in the building supply industry, unlike some other Livery 
Companies. This allows active Liverymen to maintain contact 
with retired Liverymen and vice versa.

Although the WCoBM is based in the City, our focus is national 
and much time and effort from the Master, the Court and 

members goes into supporting a variety of good causes 
including the Prince of Wales’s Royal Regiment, Beckenham  
& Penge Sea Cadets and The Lord Mayor’s Show.

Q: How would you like to see the WCoBM develop?

A: I think it is important to continue to improve the profile of 
our Livery within the City and the Livery movement. We should 
also work at improving the profile of our industry as a whole 
and encourage our Liverymen and Freemen to be more involved 
in the work of our Company. It is important to remember we 
can move our Livery forward at a greater pace if we have the 
involvement and commitment of all our members.

Q: When did you retire from the industry?

A: I retired from H+H Celcon in November 2003 but served as 
a non-Executive Director for the Murdock Group of Builders’ 
Merchants in Northern Ireland and the North West of England 
for four years.

Q: What interests have you developed or been able to do more 
of since your retirement?

A: With more free time and fewer commitments in my diary 

my wife Alison and I have been able to travel more and it’s 

something we’d like to do more of.
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A personal thank you from the Chairman 
of the Election Committee, Past Master 
Ken Pepperrell, for Roddy’s time 
and contribution to the Committee.

“The importance of Past Master Roddy Taylor’s contribution 
to the increased numbers and candidate quality of our 
membership roll should not be underestimated.

“Roddy’s manufacturer background fortunately brought to 
the Company a large pool of merchant & supplier contacts 
to draw upon that he had built up over many years of trading and he kindly used that 
knowledge for the benefit of us all during membership and later his chairing of the 
Election Committee. 

“He always ensured that candidates were of the right standing and mindset to be 
included within the Company, thinking carefully ahead to increase and enhance 
member numbers for those following him in this important role to the Livery.

“It is somewhat a cliché but absolutely true to state that those remaining on the 
committee will miss him for his wisdom, friendship and fair play attitude and certainly I 
have a hard act to follow as its current chair.” 

“Livery companies are an 
important part of our heritage 
and supporting them ensures 

we do not lose these traditions 
for generations to come.”



The Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants was 13th of 155 Floats at last year’s Lord 
Mayor’s Show in London.

Our Float was in honour of the new Lord Mayor Fiona Woolf CBE, 
who is an Honorary Member of the Company. Fiona is the 686th 
Lord Mayor but only the second woman to take the role.

Despite the wet weather, crowds lined the City’s streets to 
celebrate and cheer the three mile procession of vehicles, 
marching bands, spectacular floats, carriages and more. 
Charities, community groups, business and Livery companies 
as well as Her Majesty’s Forces and the City Police took part  
in the show. 

The WCoBM Float was captured live on the BBC thanks to 
comprehensive briefings and lobbying of BBC researchers. It also 
caught the eye of The Metro and many in the crowds. Many said 
it stood out from the rest and some said it was the best Float!

The theme of the Float was ‘Builders’ Merchanting through 
the Ages’ with prominent banners drawing attention to the 
importance of builders’ merchants’ in ‘Supplying Britain’s 
Building Needs’ for roads, housing, public sector and commercial 
buildings. The new strap line was also on 2,000 highly visible, 
bright yellow builders’ hats and rulers, handed out to the 
crowds as the Float passed by.

Builders’ Merchants National TV debut at Lord Mayor’s Show
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Liveryman Edward 
Naylor – loving 

every minute!

Liveryman Andy 
Williamson’s 
entertainment 
before the Show
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Harris Paintbrush and Knauf Insulation 
walking their brands

Ready to go!

What a line up!



Builders’ Merchants National TV debut at Lord Mayor’s Show
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Noel Shanahan, MD of Fakro 
ready for the parade – and rain!

Past Master Roddy Taylor and wife 
Alison before the Show

The Master with Calor Gas & Monument Tools

The walkers gather for a last minute briefing

A Montage of the Show as a memory 
of a fantastic day hangs in the 
Company’s Office



Our Float was led by an old hand cart pulled by two Liverymen, 
followed by Ridgeons’ Dray pulled by two large Shire horses, 
and three classic vehicles including Buildbase’s 1920 Model T, 
Buttle’s 1934 truck and Calor Gas’ 1950’s truck. Lawson’s brand 
new flat-bed vehicle was impressive at the rear. Thirty 
Liverymen dressed in long brown ‘Arkwright’ work coats and 
flat caps with pencils behind their ears, as worn by Ronnie 
Barker and David Jason in the popular ‘Open All Hours’ TV 
comedy, walked in the procession, handing out WCoBM 
branded yellow builders’ hats, rulers and pencils bearing the 
strapline. Others in building material costumes included 
Naylor’s clay pipes, Catnic lintels, IKO roofing felt, a Dulux paint 
can, Knauf insulation, Lafarge cement and many more 
including two Toilet Pans.

Everyone maintained great enthusiasm despite the pouring 
rain. Members and guests on the North Stand, all wearing their 
yellow builders’ hats, took 150 seats and defied the weather 
to cheer our Float and the Lord Mayor in her Gold Coach as 
it passed, throwing their hats in the air. The hats were very 
popular, with many spectators wearing them on the way home 
and into the evening. At 5pm a spectacular firework display 
over the Thames ended the celebrations perfectly. 

The Master explains: “It was a truly magnificent and 
memorable day and not even the heavy downpour could  
spoil one of London’s annual highlights. A lot of time, effort and 
preparation went into our Float but it was all worth it –  
it was a great opportunity to put builders’ 

Builders’ Merchants National TV debut at Lord Mayor’s Show
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Let’s swap hats – Liveryman Mike Tattam takes a Policeman’s hat. Not 
sure the Policeman is impressed with his new yellow one!

Ridgeons’ Dray pulled by two large Shire horses

Liverymen Mike Tattam and Allan Durning 
pull the Cart

Builders’ Merchants National TV debut at Lord Mayor’s Show continued

The three Classic vehicles line up

The Master, Senior Warden and Junior Warden 
lead the procession



Builders’ Merchants National TV debut at Lord Mayor’s Show

Fiona waves from her Gold Coach
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Builders’ Merchants National TV debut at Lord Mayor’s Show continued

merchants centre stage. A huge thank you must go to the 
Working Party, which was set up 18 months ago prior to the 
Show. Their eagerness to be involved and help raise money and 
support the Float was superb, together with our sponsors and 
walkers on the day. Without their involvement, our outstanding 
Float and the coverage received for builders’ merchants would 
not have been possible.”

The theme of Show was ‘The Energy of Life’, and is reflected 
in this year’s Lord Mayor’s Appeal. Fiona believes the City 
of London has the energy and talent for innovation to meet 
the many challenges that face society – it has the ‘Energy to 
Transform Lives’. Fiona and her husband Nicholas Woolf have 

chosen Beating Bowel Council, Princess Alice Hospice, Raleigh 
International and Working Chance as the main beneficiaries of 
the 2014 Appeal. The working party raised enough to pay for 
the Float and £5,000 towards WCoBM’s own charity account 
and an extra £5,000 towards The Lord Mayor’s Appeal.

Visit our website www.wcobm.co.uk/news/ to view more 
photos and video footage of the Show. 

Members and guests on the North Stand throw their yellow hats in the air as The Lord Mayor arrives

Singing in the Rain… Andy keeps the 
entertainment going!

Liveryman Peter Stephens 
takes a rest

The spectacular fireworks 
over the Thames



It’s been a great start to 2014 and I’m feeling energised from my experiences 
as Lord Mayor so far. It was a pleasure to host the Masters and Clerks at my 

Address to the Livery in November and to introduce everyone to my  
‘686 Plan’, named after me being the 686th Lord Mayor. 

The Lord Mayor’s Message to Livery Companies:
The 686 Plan Has Gone Off Like A Rocket!
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The four programmes which make up the 686 Plan – The Lord Mayor’s 
Appeal, the Power of Diversity breakfasts and conferences, the Charity 
Leadership Programme, and the Tomorrow’s City programme – have 
all started with a bang! 

The Lord Mayor’s Appeal
With your help, the Appeal hopes to 
raise £2 million for my four benefitting 
charities: Beating Bowel Cancer, Princess 
Alice Hospice, Raleigh International and 
Working Chance. 

Fundraising is at the heart of the Appeal 
programme but there is also a strong 
commitment to mentor, help raise the 
profiles of these charities and open up 
new sources of funding for the future. 

The first Appeal event, Une Soirée 
Chablisienne, was held on the day I 
took office. Supporters of the Appeal 
spent the evening tasting the wines 
of Chablis and later cheered me on as 
I was installed as an honorary Pillier 
Chablisienne – a ceremonial process 
which involved me drinking a chalice 
full of Chablis while the Piliers sang! 
The Lord Mayor’s Christmas Party was 
also a great evening of festive fun and 
Dickensian feasting! 

The Appeal programme has a lot more in 
store. The Académie du Vin de Bordeaux 
co-hosted a wine tasting and dinner 
with me at The Mansion House on 12th 
February. On 14th April, Shakespeare’s 
Birthday Party takes place in the 
atmospheric Middle Temple, where 
Twelfth Night was first performed! We 
will also be launching a Lord Mayor’s 
Appeal Day in the summer, when the 
Square Mile will be transformed by 
events and activities fundraising for 
the Appeal, including a Human Table 
Football tournament in Guildhall Yard. 
This day will recognise and celebrate  
the good that the City can do and does 
do for society in an effort to reach a 
wider audience. 

The Rt. Hon Lord Mayor Fiona Woolf wearing 
her mayoralty collar

The Master and his wife with the Lord Mayor at The Lord Mayor’s Banquet in November
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The Power of Diversity 
The Power of Diversity programme has 
been designed to capture the benefits 
of diversity and the innovation that 
City businesses need to seize. The first 
breakfast, Attaining Power, was a huge 
success as 100 of the programme’s 
sponsors and an array of corporate 
managers engaged in a discussion 
about the skills needed to achieve 
power. The inspirational panel, chaired 
by Lady Barbara Judge CBE, revealed 
their key messages on how to progress 
your career and what you must do to 
strengthen the team around you at every 
level in an organisation. There are four 
more Power of Diversity breakfasts to 
come, as well as two major conferences 
taking place this summer. 

I am also thrilled to announce that three 
TFL buses have been wrapped – thanks 
to our corporate sponsors and Sir Peter 
Hendy, the Transport Commissioner 
– to promote the Power of Diversity 
programme and the Appeal. Look out 
for the buses which are operating from 
Westbourne Park, Bow and Shepherd’s 
Bush across London! 

The Charity Leadership 
Programme  
This Programme features two City’s 
Giving Lectures, which together will 
highlight some of the challenges 
and opportunities which impact the 
effectiveness of charities. William 
Shawcross, Chair of the Charity 
Commission and keynote speaker at the 
first lecture in November, said to the 300 
attendees that the regulator intends to 
send clearer messages to those abusing 
charitable status and take more decisive 
action against wrongdoing. The second 
lecture took place on 23rd January by Sir 
Ronald Cohen, who will provoke new 
thinking by focusing on philanthropic 
investing to achieve better social 
outcomes. 

During 2014 there will also be three 
receptions providing the opportunity for 
charity Chairs, Chief Executives, funders 
and leaders to network and share 
experiences and knowledge. Each of the 
receptions will have a social focus; the 
first of which took place on 3rd March at 
Mazars, focusing on Social Welfare. 

Tomorrow’s City 
In keeping with my role as Lord Mayor 
to promote the business and financial 
service sectors, the Tomorrow’s City 
programme is setting out how the 
City can best ensure its future success 
through long-term value creation.

The opening events have focused on 
forward looking financial services 
regulation, integrated reporting and 
new models of long-term finance for 
infrastructure. 

I hope you will join me for some of the 
evening events at The Mansion House 
and breakfasts at my home law firm, 
CMS, which will be continuing the 
dialogue of this programme. 

Your Support
If I have a single objective, it would be 
inclusiveness and Liverymen have so 
much to bring to the party. It has been a 
joy to see so many of your friendly faces 
over the last two months, and I hope 
to greet many more of you over the 
coming year. 

 
Thank you for all you have done to 
support me as Lord Mayor and The Lord 
Mayor’s Appeal. There is certainly more 
to come!

Alderman Fiona Woolf CBE
The Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor of London 

For the full list of fundraising events and for more information about  
The Lord Mayor’s Appeal and Power of Diversity programmes visit  
The Lord Mayor’s Appeal website: www.thelordmayorsappeal.org

You can find out more about the Charity Leadership Programme and 
Tomorrow’s City Programme at www.cass.city.ac.uk/lmclp and 
www.tomorrowscompany.com/city

Fiona waves from the ‘Power of Diversity’ Bus

The Lord Mayor sends a special thank you letter 
to the Master for our support at the Show
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In memory of…
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Past Master John Patrick Brian Cheele 
1st May 1937 - 15th October 2013 

It was with great sadness 
that Past Master John Cheele 
passed away last year on 15th 
October. His partner Jennifer 
Young was at his side.

John’s career in builders’ merchanting 
started in early January 1954 with M 
P Harris & Co based in Eastbourne. It 
was John’s first job after leaving school. 
He worked for the General Clerk and 
his first task was out in the yard taking 
a physical stock check of best Welsh 
roof slates – the slates were covered in 
snow and frozen together with razor 
sharp edges. Needless to say John’s 
count didn’t agree with the manual 
stock record cards so he had to do it 
again and again until it did – it was a 
harsh welcome to the industry! Life at 
M P Harris did improve and John gained extensive  
experience in his first year, learning about the variety of 
buildings materials, their origin and application, and about  
the construction process.

In January 1955 John joined the National Service with the RASC 
following his first love of “wheels and diesel”. He hoped for 
overseas postings but the furthest the army sent him was to the 
Goldenhill Fort on the Isle of Wight! Nevertheless he enjoyed his 
time with the Corps before returning and joining a small road 
haulage business. The company wasn’t in a good state when 
John joined but ten years of hard work helped to turn it into 
a solid business. During this time John married and had two 
children, a son and daughter. Sadly, John’s wife died in 1988. 

At the age of 30 John went to Manchester Business School 
in preparation for a return back to M P Harris & Co and was 
thereafter appointed Managing Director. He became Chief 
Executive of the M P Harris Group in 1975, holding the position 
until the Group was sold in 1986.

In following years John was Chairman of the BMF’s Sussex 
area and a founder member of its national Marketing 
Committee. The Committee was the catalyst in breaking down 
the traditional boundaries between heavyside and lightside 
and timber merchants, as well as introducing tool hire to the 

The cheery smile of Past Master John Cheele

merchant trade – the beginning of the 
‘one stop shop’ for builders. 

John went on to serve as a non-executive 
director for a variety of companies and 
gained his MBA in 1991 from Exeter 
University, for which his dissertation 
concerned non-executive directors. John 
also held the IoD’s Diploma in Company 
Direction and ran Board and Director 
training courses for the IoD.

John became a Freeman of the Company 
in April 1974 and a Liveryman in October 
1977. He was appointed to the Court of 
Assistants in January 1997 and elected 
as Keeper of the Roll in 1999. John was 
installed as Master in 2002-2003 and 
remained actively involved, chairing the 
Company’s Development Committee 
and leading our Royal Charter Task Force 
to receive our Royal Charter in 2012. He 

represented the Company on many occasions. A memorable 
one, recollected by The Learned Clerk Tim Statham, was a special 
invite to the Tower. John, his partner Jennifer and Tim attended.

The day started wearing ear plugs, with a 62 gun salute to 
mark HRH The Duke of Edinburgh’s birthday: a basic 21, plus a 
further 20 because the Tower is a Royal Palace and Fortress, plus 
another 21 ‘for the City of London’. The excitement continued, 
following a most convivial lunch at the Queen’s House where 
the Constable lives, with a guided tour by the Constable and 
Lady Dannatt.  It included Sir Thomas Moore’s cell - dark with 
an uneven floor. The cell is fairly large with an area up some 
stairs for sleeping but life must have been grim for him there. 
Henry’s idea was that he should change his mind on the King’s 
“Great Matter”. He never did and was executed on Tower Green 
just outside. The tour also included the Council Chamber where 
Guy Fawkes was interrogated after his Plot and a walk along 
the leads – between the Bell and Beauchamp Towers – where 
Princess Elizabeth (later Elizabeth I) used to stroll alone during 
her captivity. A fascinating place and a fascinating day, and such 
a well-deserved treat for John and Jennifer. 

Those who knew or worked with John will remember him for his 
warm smile, aplomb, foresight, wisdom and great cheer. He will 
be greatly missed.

We also remember…
Past Master Brian Carter, father of Liveryman Tony Carter. Brian was Master in 1991-1992 and passed away on 2 February 2014.

Liveryman Jack MacDiarmid, a Liveryman since 1977 and a Freeman since 1973, who died on 10 December 2013, aged 93. 

Liveryman Kevin Middleton, a Liveryman since 2003 and a Freeman since 2001, who died recently aged 58. He attended The Lord Mayor’s Show. 

Liveryman William Cameron, father of Liveryman John Cameron. William became a Liveryman in 1981 and a Freeman earlier that same year.

Revd. Cannon Gerry Murphy, Honorary Chaplain to the Company over the period 1992-1996. His funeral was held on 20 January 2014.


