
A very special year for 
the Company
Any way you look at it, this has been 
a very special year for the Company. 
I am privileged to have been Master 
in a year with three great events: The 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the London 
Olympics and the granting of our own 
Royal Charter.

The undoubted highlight of the year was the 
granting of the Royal Charter. The luncheon 
at Skinners’ Hall last month where HRH Duke 

of Gloucester presented it to us was a great and enjoyable occasion. It was a fitting 
tribute to those who had worked so hard over four years to get it. On behalf of the 
Company I’d like to thank them all, but our particular thanks should go to Past Master 
John Cheele and the Charter Task Force.

Coming towards the end of their year in office, Masters tend to say the last 12 months 
have flashed by, and I can only agree. I’ve met a great many interesting people and 
attended well over 100 functions and events on behalf of the Company, which feels 
like an astonishing number, but strangely I have given relatively few speeches, 
perhaps the opposite of some Masters’ experience. It has been an outstanding year 
for the Company and an outstandingly engaging and memorable year for Averil and 
me too. 

I fully supported and adopted the aim of Past Master Pepperrell and Immediate Past Master Hopkins to raise the profile of the 
Company so we could better achieve its objectives. This newsletter, the website and networking events are steps in this direction. 
Our communications are seen and read by other Livery Companies – we know that because they tell us. This is important because 
many of their members are in positions of influence in the City and Industry. Our own Builders’ Merchants industry is also taking a 
closer interest. The Government is increasingly adopting the language of Get Britain Building and starting to take action to initiate 
growth. If by adding our voice we can play even a small part in speeding recovery we will be achieving one of the Company’s 
objectives. 

Networking is both pleasurable and personally rewarding for members. It’s something builders’ merchants are good at and it is a 
key focus for the Company. I hope members use the website actively and regularly, updating or adding their details and connecting 
with other Liverymen. I’d also like to see more taking an active part in networking and attending key 
functions. 

Attendance has improved, reflecting our higher profile and the good work of The Election Committee. In 
the last 12 months we have welcomed 13 new Freemen and 7 new Liverymen. 

Overall, I hope the Company will continue to move with the times, reflecting the industry of today and 
doing our bit to create a thriving and prosperous tomorrow. 

I’d like to record my thanks to the Senior Warden Andrew Day and the Junior Warden John Poore for 
their help and unstinting support, and a special thanks to the Clerk Tim Statham and the stalwart Denise 
Llewellyn for their guidance, good humour and unflagging enthusiasm during my year as Master. 

The next Master, Andrew Day, will be installed on 17th October. I leave the Company in excellent hands.

Graham Ballinger
Master

Worshipful Company 
of Builders’ Merchants

builders’ 
merchant
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Master Graham Ballinger
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© WCobm 2012



Blue skies, gentle breezes, warm sun and a great venue 
helped make this year’s  Master’s Weekend – the annual 
gathering of the merchant industry’s great and the good 
- a lively and memorable event. 

The Master Graham Ballinger and his wife, Liveryman 
Averil Ballinger hosted the event which was held 11th-
12th May at Stratford-upon-Avon on the 450th anniversary 
of Shakespeare’s birth. Forty three Liverymen and guests 
attended a black tie dinner in the magnificent Town Hall 
where they were welcomed by the Mayor of Stratford. There 
were tours to Anne Hathaway’s Cottage, Shakespeare’s 
birthplace, a supper with actors performing pieces from his 
plays and an unplanned rendition of the three witches from 

Macbeth performed by Past Master Martin Earle, Junior 
Warden John Poore and Liveryman Howard Grant. They won’t 
be late again! The tour of the Royal Shakespeare Theatre was 
an eye-opener with behind the scenes views of prop rooms 
and fast change costumes, stages being prepared for the 
afternoon’s show, actors limbering up and explanations of the 
workings of stages and control rooms. 

“The brilliant weather was a bonus,” says Master Graham 
Ballinger. “Really, it couldn’t have been better. And it was an 
excellent and fun weekend for people to get to know each 
other better and renew old friendships. The challenges of the 
industry and economy were also solved several times over in 
the bars late in the evenings and early mornings.”  

Blue skies and Shakespeare make 
the WCoBM’s Master’s Weekend

Kathryn Williams and Master smile for 
the camera

Past Master Cristopher Latham and Jane Carr

Actors in Shakespeare’s birthplace

Unplanned performance of the three witches from Macbeth by Past 
Master Martin Earle (L), Junior Warden John Poore (M) and Liveryman 

Howard Grant (R)

Master Graham Ballinger and the Mayor in 
the Town Hall

It’s not all hard graft being the the Master

So I made my point... says Senior Warden Andrew Day (talking to Junior 
Warden John Poore and Linda and Past Master Gary Hopkins)

Anne Hathaway’s Cottage

Past Master Pares and Past Master Adams at 
the Civic Centre
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During his year as Master, Graham has attended 
many memorable events. Here, the Master reminisces 

his visit to Ironbridge...  

Our visit to Ironbridge, which took place over a weekend in May, is an annual event attended by Masters and their wives/partners 
and has been ongoing for over 25 years. This year over 90 Livery companies were represented and we were treated to a packed 
weekend of events.

On Friday evening there was a black tie dinner hosted by the Ironbridge Trust. On Saturday we visited the Coalbrookdale Museum 
of Iron, which traces the history of iron making in this country. This was followed by a tour of Darby Houses. The Darby family 
owned the local mine and were pioneers in the smelting process. Saturday evening was another black tie dinner at the Enginuity 
museum, which highlights the industrial revolution.

The whole weekend enables Masters to meet and talk 
and get to know each other. It also meant we could meet 
Masters from companies we don’t normally see, and 
form a year group which will arrange future events. Ours 
is named Diamonds. A superb event enjoyed by all.

On a recruiting drive

The Master tries out a new Livery 
uniform

Rehearsing for the main eventWren’s fine architecture

The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress walking to the stand

Worn out from marching up and down!

Averil admiring the Pillar of Friendship 
sculpture

The Master in front of the Iron Bridge

Liveryman Averil Ballinger: caught in the act!
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On the 6th June, the Clerk Tim, my 
wife Averil and I attended a rehearsal 
of the Founders Day Parade at Chelsea 
Hospital. The event itself took place 
the next day. The rehearsal was 
attended by the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress and we witnessed the Chelsea 
pensioners, in their bright red uniforms 
being presented to the Lord Mayor 
and parading around the courtyard in 
front of a stand built especially for the 
occasion. Again many Livery companies 
were represented. It was a very colourful 
occasion and we had the best of it - the 
following day it rained during the main 
event and much of the parading had to 
be cancelled!

Still marching in step

...and attendance at the Founders Day Parade.



Two Liverymen get hitched!
Congratulations to Liverymen Mike Tattam and Lucia Di Stazio who got married on the 7th September. We wish Mike and Lucia 
much happiness for the future. 

Blue skies, warm weather and great entertainment made the day memorable and lively from start to finish. The newly wed couple 
got married at Lucia’s local Catholic church and a reception followed at Tortworth Court Hotel in Gloucestershire. Among the 
guests were Past Master Ken Pepperrell and wife Jenny, Past Master Roddy Taylor and wife Alison, Liveryman Mike Rigby and wife 
Sue, and Liveryman Andy Williamson and wife Shelley.

During the wedding breakfast a superb 
performance from singing waiters Encore 
surprised guests with suitably Italian operatic 
favourites. They then warmed up the 
audience with synchronised napkin waving 
and then brought the entire wedding party to 
its feet for an around-the-room conga! Later 
a live rock band got people on the dance floor 
in the evening. The first dance involved an 
Italian tradition where the bride and groom 
are ‘tied’ together - only by party streamers! 
As the evening progressed, Mike revealed a 
hidden talent as he got up on stage, picked 
up the lead guitar and performed with the 
band to much applause. 

We believe this is the first 
WCoBM wedding between 
two Builders’ Merchant 
liverymen. If there are 
any others in the pipeline 
please let the Editor know!
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Ready for action!

(L-R) Mike Rigby, Ken Pepperrell, Jenny Pepperrell, Bride & Groom, 
Alison Taylor, Roddy Taylor, Sue Rigby

Mike & Lucia cut their first cake...

...and their second cake

There’s no getting away now...

Mike joins the live band for the evening entertainment
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Q. When did you join the Company?

A. I became a Freeman of the Company in June this year.

Q. You are a familiar face in the industry, as a Director of the 
BMF and MD of Alumasc, and presumably have your hands 
full yet you attend most meetings or seem to. Why are you 
a member and why is it important to you to find the time to 
attend?

A. To be honest, I didn’t know much about the Company when 
I joined so I am attending as many events as I can to learn 
about what it does and what it represents. I feel privileged to 
have been invited to join and am enjoying every bit of it - as 
a member you get to see places and attend events that most 
people would not experience in their life. 

I know the Company is active in raising funds for charity and 
supporting training within the industry and this is of particular 
interest to me. I’m keen to be part of a charitable organisation 
having just finished my stint as high school governor. I also 
want to get to know other members - I’ve come to recognise 
the Company as a great networking platform for the industry 
and a vehicle for staying in touch with industry figures after 
retirement - although I must say that for me, that’s still a good 
20 years or more away!

Q. Many of the industry’s best known movers and shakers 
are members of the WCoBM. The Company meets in some 
stunning historic venues and there is no denying that as a 
dining club it is without peer in the industry, but members 
obviously take networking and discussions of the industry 
seriously. 

As a Master Tweeter 
yourself, you announced 
breaking through the 
2,500 tweets milestone 
recently. How important 
is face-to-face networking 
in an era where Twitter, 
LinkedIn, Facebook etc 
have taken over large 
chunks of our lives? In 
your view will social 
media replace face-to-face 
networking?

A. I don’t think you can 
ever replace what face-to-face networking gives you with social 
media. But I think in today’s world, where technology and 
communications continue to evolve at immense speed, it is 
important to be aware of and understand other media. 

Social media is simply another communications tool and an 
additional way of marketing your business and talking to 
customers and/or prospects. It gives business another form 
of building your brand and keeping the market informed. But 
the rapid speed at which social media such as Twitter moves 
means you can’t just dabble with it - you have to keep at it daily 
or weekly for it to be effective, and a lot of time and effort can 
be soaked up as a result. It’s a real commitment if you want to 
make it work for your business. I have a play with most social 
media tools mainly so I can understand them better and their 
potential effectiveness in business. 

Face-to-face networking is most effective in building personal 
relationships and to get a better understanding and feel for 
what is going on in the industry and in your target markets. 
For example, I recently attended a supplier day hosted by a 
national builders’ merchant and one of our biggest customers. 
I was able to get the heads up on competitor activity that I 
would not have otherwise been able to get through Facebook! 

People tend to be more frank and open when they see you 
face-to-face and it enables you to set the foundations for 
developing longer term business relationships. In a new 
networking environment, you can start to put names to faces 
and build trust and friendships. 

Face-to-face networking is a great way to keep in touch 
and stay abreast of industry developments, as well as the 
opportunity to sell and get quality feedback. I’m sure social 
media will continue to evolve and attract the interest of many, 
but nothing beats the traditional form of meeting and getting 
to know people – face to face and in person.

A new Freeman talks 
about the Company

Editor Mike Rigby interviews Paul Hetherington Managing Director - Alumasc 
Rainwater, Drainage, Casings & Plastics Divisions on joining the Company and 

his views of social media versus traditional face-to-face networking.

Paul (R) networking with Liveryman Leo Martin at an WCoBM event 
earlier this year

“I’ve come to 
recognise the 
Company as a 

great networking 
platform for the 

industry.”



       

Royal River: Power, Pageantry 
& the Thames Exhibition
Greenwich is one of those surprising places that are far bigger on the inside than they 
are from the outside. Most of us have heard of it, or seen it featured in TV programmes 
on the history of the Navy, watch making or astronomy. Henry VIII and Elizabeth I were 
born there. It’s a World Heritage site. And it’s huge with many grand buildings over a large 
area. Maritime Greenwich includes the 
historic town centre and Royal Park, the Old 
Royal Naval College, the Queen’s House, 
Royal Observatory and National Maritime 
Museum. There is a lot to see and do, but 
it’s a good river journey from the centre of 
London so many of us, the editor included, 
have never been to it. 

When we visited, for the Company’s Summer Event in July, the 
stadium for the horse jumping and dressage at the Olympics 
was nearing completion behind barriers and scaffolding. It’s a 
measure of Greenwich’s scale that the large arena was easily 
slotted in between grand buildings. 

Some 20 liverymen and guests made the 20 minute journey by a 
powerful Thames Clipper from the Tower Millennium Pier. 
It’s a relaxed unhurried experience with views of London from 
an unfamiliar perspective. The exhibition, to mark the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee, brings together in the National Maritime 
Museum nearly 400 beautiful and interesting objects associated 
with historic Thames including Royal and City events. 
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Gotcha!

No pictures please... 
(Senior Warden 

Andrew Day and Sara)

Liveryman Terence Broad with Lesley

Newly restored
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The Master forces the editor to face the camera

There’s something about Thai food 
(James Williams with Suzanne Millward)

Familiar paintings

Caught on camera (Past Master 
John Hauxwell and Barbara)

A serious moment

From there we walked to the newly restored Cutty Sark, still 
stunning despite the destruction of much of it by fire a few 
years ago. Then back by river for an excellent supper at the Thai 
Square Restaurant near Mansion House.

We saw spectacular gilded barges used in past pageants and 
celebrations, familiar paintings by Giovanni Antonio Canal 
known as Canaletto, livery uniforms and many strange and 
unfamiliar objects. There was even a section on the history of 
the livery company. 
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Merchants said an unexpected “Hello” 
to Archbishop Rowan Williams
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The Crypt Chapel, whose walls date back to 1199, was built by 
the architect of Salisbury Cathedral and is the oldest part of the 
Palace. Nicholas Pevsner, the architectural historian, said it was 
one of the best preserved medieval stone vaults in London. It’s 
still in use as a chapel today. 

The gardens claim to be the second largest in London and are a 
peaceful haven complete with formal gardens, trees and large 
lawns, ponds and bee hives behind the high brick walls. They 
even sell the honey to visitors. 

The Great Library houses some of the oldest and finest books 
in the country. The Library was established in 1610 and among 
its collection are 600 medieval manuscripts, original volumes 
of the Domesday Book and a Gutenberg Bible (1456). An 
incendiary bomb missed its intended target, Waterloo station, 

in World War Two and dropped through the Library’s oak 
hammer-beam roof. The fire, and the drenching the books 
received when firemen put out the fire, did a lot of damage. 
They are still painstakingly restoring and rebinding them but 
many surviving volumes bear scorch marks. 

The Palace is an interesting and beautiful building, but it 
is also a working building used for conferences and offices 
as well as being the Archbishop’s official home. We were 
shown around the Archbishop’s Dining Room and large State 
Drawing Room (originally a ‘withdrawing’ room) where he 
also entertains informally. 

Morton’s Tower

Admiral Bligh’s final resting place

Tradescant family tomb

The Crypt Chapel Yes, those are Domesday volumes on the leftThe Great Library

Finally, after seeing the Chapel, which dates back to the 1200s, we were 
running late. As we filed out past a narrow stairwell we had the mutual 
surprise of being able to say a fleeting hello and thank you to Archbishop 
Rowan Williams as he waited for us to leave so he could enter for a 
wedding. 

And so to a tasty lunch next door at Saint Mary-at-Lambeth. The church 
was deconsecrated in 1972. It was never part of the Palace but dates back a 
100 years earlier. It now houses The Museum of Garden History with a 17th 
Century knot garden outside. All the plants in it would have been familiar 
to people at the time. The unusual and interesting tombs of the Tradescant 
family, pioneers in plant collecting and perhaps most famous for lending 
their name (Tradescantia) to the Spiderworts, and of Admiral Bligh’s (of 
Mutiny in the Bounty fame) family are also in the grounds.

Most of us know what Lambeth Palace looks like from crawling past it in the crush of traffic. Rather 
fewer have seen what’s behind the atmospheric Morton’s Tower on the southern embankment of 
the Thames. That’s because getting in isn’t easy for a group - it took three years for The Candlewick 
Ward Club to organise this visit of 50 liverymen and guests. Builders’ Merchants included the 
Master Graham Ballinger and his wife, Liveryman Averil Ballinger; Senior Warden Andrew Day and 
Sara; Immediate Past Master Gary Hopkins and Beverley; Past Masters Michael Pares and wife, and 
John Hauxwell and wife; James and Katherine Williams, and editor Mike Rigby.
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It took four years to prepare for, apply and get the Privy Council to approve the grant of 
Royal Charter for Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants. And on the 12th September, 
it was presented, writes Editor Mike Rigby. 

The glittering event, which took place at Skinners’ Hall, one of the older Livery Halls in the capital, was a sell-out, with places for 
members and their guests snapped up early. 

Attending on behalf of the WCoBM: Master Graham Ballinger 
and Averil Ballinger (wife and Liveryman), Senior Warden Andrew 
Day and Sara Day, Junior Warden John Poore and Linda Poore, 
immediate past Master Gary Hopkins and Beverly Hopkins, and 
Clerk Tim Statham. Then, there were past Masters, members and 
their guests.

Guests included HRH The Duke of Gloucester KG, GCVO who 
represented the Queen, and his equerry, the Baroness Garden of 
Frognal, His Honour Judge Richard Hawkins QC, plus 15 Masters, 
past Masters and Clerks of other livery companies who had 
helped achieve the Royal Charter, Fiona Woolf CBE Alderman 
and Honorary Court Assistant, the Chairman of City & Guilds 
of London Institute Michael Howell, Terry Parker Chairman of 
Builders’ Merchants Federation and Andrew Pine, President of the 
Institute of Builders’ Merchants. 

Before lunch, the Duke was introduced individually to 
all the members and their guests.

After the lunch and toasts, the Master gave a short 
speech and the Duke, who is an architect, gave an 
amusing and on-target speech. It was refreshing to 
hear someone who really does know the industry and 
has a good sense of humour give such a talk.  

Now, Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants is 
Incorporated by Royal Charter. The actual wording and 
phrasing in the Charter is hard to follow and a little 
foreign to the modern ear, but conclusive none the less. 
Complete with capitalisation and punctuation this is 
the result of everyone’s hard work: 
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Worshipful Company granted Royal Charter

The Master and HRH 
entering the Hall

Past Master John Faulder greets HRH

Senior Warden Andrew Day is introduced to the Duke Averil Ballinger is introduced to the Duke

“ELIZABETH THE SECOND by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of Our other realms and Territories 
Queen, head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith: 

WHEREAS the unincorporated organisation commonly known as The 
Worshipful Company of Builders Merchants (hereinafter referred to as ‘the 
former Company’) petitioned Us for a Charter of Incorporation:

AND WHEREAS We have taken the said Petition into our Royal Consideration 
and are minded to accede thereto:

NOW THEREFORE KNOW YE THAT WE by virtue of Our Royal prerogative 
in that behalf and of all others powers enabling Us so to do of Our Especial 
grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion do hereby for Us, Our Heirs and 
Successors will grant, direct, appoint and declare as follows: 

Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants”

A final push
“I got involved in the last 12 months,” commented the Master 
Graham Ballinger,  “after the petition had been lodged with the 
Privy Council where it appeared to have got stuck for over 18 
months without any progress. We had already pencilled in the 
date of 12th September 2012 and had provisionally booked HRH 
The Duke of Gloucester.

“I was invited by Keith Lawrey to a lunch at the House of Lords 
last September where I was introduced to the Deputy Clerk of 
the Privy Council who I had the chance to talk to and explain 
our problem. She suggested I write to the Chairman, Sir David 
Howard. The following day Tim and I drew up a forceful letter, 
which prompted a reply by email from Sir David Howard who 
could not understand our delay and promised to deal with it.

“This was really a kick start for us and enabled the process to 
get moving again. It was still very slow but we were confident the 
September date would be met. Eventually in April this year the draft arrived and along with the task force we spent time proof reading 
and ensuring commas and full stops were correct. The final document went to the Queen at the end of May and was signed off on 
30th May. It was tight getting the final document but Tim eventually received it early September.

“The early work by John Cheele 
and his task force was immense 
and ensured the corporate 
governance part was correct. 
I had the pleasurable part 
when I formally received the 
Charter from HRH The Duke of 
Gloucester on 12 September. 
It was a fantastic day and HRH 
really made Averil and I feel at 
ease.”

The Master displays the Royal Charter to 
Migs Earle

Liveryman Leo Martin enjoys a chat with HRH

Past Master Michael Pares talks to HRH

The Master shakes hands with the Duke in front of the Charter
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1. Were you aware it took four years at least to 
apply and get the Charter. What did it take to 
get there? What were the key steps?

It was provided in the Company’s original 
Objects, established by our ‘founding 
fathers’, that we should “…apply, when to 
the Court of Assistants the time shall seem 
meet, to Her Majesty in Council for a Charter 
of Incorporation”. It was proposed by John 
O’Carroll Bailey, at the end of his year as 
Master, that the time was indeed “meet”, and 
the Court resolved on 2nd October 2008 
so to apply. A task group of the Court was 
appointed and charged with the task. The 
key steps were: 

(i) to draft the Petition and update our Constitutions, based on 
models obtained from other livery companies;

(ii) to have the draft approved by the Court for submission to 
the Court of Aldermen; 

(iii) following Court of Aldermen approval to put the Petition to 
our Court General for approval and authority to proceed;

(iv) to submit the Petition to the Privy Council.  We had also to 
assemble a list of supporters, or “non-objectors”, to whom the 
Privy Council might refer.

2. What was the timeline to getting the Charter?

We had no idea of a timescale, but hoped to obtain Grant of 
Royal Charter by March 2011, to coincide with the Company’s 
50th anniversary of formation. Also we wanted to secure a 
royal personage to make a formal presentation. By April 2010 
we were fairly confident of success in our Petition;  luckily, 
I knew the Duke of Gloucester’s private secretary, and he 
pencilled-in a provisional 2012 date for us, the earliest then 
available in the Duke’s diary.

3. Who was involved?

The Task Force comprised Ken 
Pepperrell, our Learnéd Clerk Tim 
Statham, John O’Carroll Bailey, 
Hugh Robertson, Roddy Taylor 
and myself (Chairman). On Tim’s 
recommendation we co-opted 
Keith Lawrey, inter alia Clerk to 
the Educators Company, who was 
familiar with the process, and was 
a great boon. On the way, we lost 
Hugh and John due to ill health.

4. Were there moments when 
you thought you might never get 
there?

We never doubted that we’d get 
there, but we lost the initiative 
first to the Court of Aldermen and 
then to the Privy Council, thus 

falling into communications vacua, which was 
very frustrating as we were then powerless to 
push progress.

5. What was the biggest barrier to getting it?

There were no real barriers, but it was very 
difficult to get the Court of Aldermen to review 
and approve our final draft;  we had really to 
persist with the Chairman.

6. What is the significance of it?

Firstly,  the Royal Charter gives the 
Company increased prestige within the 

livery movement. Secondly, incorporation establishes the 
Company as a ‘legal person’ separate from its members, 
thereby releasing our Court members from direct personal 
accountability for the conduct and obligations of the Company, 
similar to company directors.

7. Where will it be kept and will members be able to see it?

The Court has decided to hang the framed Royal Charter in 
the Company office in College Hill, and it will probably be on 
display at Company functions. An image of the Charter, and the 
Bylaws and new Ordinances, will be available on the web site.

8. In his humorous speech the Duke quipped about what we 
could do with the Charter that we couldn’t without! It was 
funny but surely there is an element of truth in it? 

I don’t recall the detail of HRH’s speech, but I’m sure his 
remarks would have been technically correct. In effect, we’ve 
transformed the Company from a partnership structure to a 
corporate body.

9. Knowing how long it took and how much effort went 
into getting it, with hindsight would you have started the 
application four years ago?

Hindsight is a powerful faculty!  I certainly didn’t realise 
that the task would involve so many meetings and so many 

hours travelling and working at 
the computer, or that it would 
consume so much paper and so 
many ink pots. Now that I know 
how it’s done (and got my own 
way with apostrophes!), I believe 
to obtain a Royal Charter must be 
possible in less than four years, 
start to finish!

10. What is the most satisfying 
aspect of having the Charter?

There’s a great sense of 
achievement, knowing that our 
Company is now up with the best 
of our livery peers – a Company 
recognised and incorporated by 
Her Majesty’s Royal Charter!

The Royal Charter

Past Master John Cheele

Most will forgive – and possibly share - David Cameron’s ignorance revealed recently on a US talk show. He failed to be able to say 
who composed ‘Rule Britannia’ or what ‘Magna Carta’ meant. In his defence, he did know Magna Carta was signed at Runneymede 
in 1215. Now I don’t wish to boast but I’ve known for years ‘Rule Britannia’ was composed by Thomas Arne – partly because I always 
watch the Last Night of the Proms. To me, that concert marks the unofficial end of summer (and what a summer!) and of course ‘Rule 
Britannia’ mentions a Charter and “never never never” come into the lyrics (one “never” would never do!)  

But back to Magna Carta. Now I know 
Magna means Big as I opted to do 
Latin at school. But “Carta”? As far as 
I remember, the Romans didn’t give 
out Charters - they just weren’t the 
sort who gave away rights - so I never 
learnt the word. I would perhaps have 
suggested it meant Chart. In fact it 
means “the Great Charter”. 

As you probably know most of the 108 
Livery Companies have a Royal Charter. 
Some of the really old Companies 
have several. Indeed Charles II had a 
marvellous money-making scheme. He 
revoked the Royal Charters of some of them so the Companies 
would have to pay him to get a new one! Our Company’s 
decision to go for one took us four years. We got there in the end 
but the application was not a game of “quick wins”! We had the 
great benefit of a real expert on Royal Charters, Keith Lawrey, 
as an unpaid consultant (who, apart from many other jobs, is a 
Methodist lay preacher).

The process began by forming a Royal Charter Task Force – so 
much more dynamic than a Committee – chaired by a patient, 
friendly member of the Court, Past Master Cheele. The hoops 
involved: assembling a list of non-objectors (a quaint way of 
describing supporters), drafting a lot of documents, obtaining 
the approval of the Court of Aldermen and then the Privy 

Council, having our 
petition advertised in 
the London Gazette and 
then happily holding 
a Celebratory Lunch 
on 12th September to 
receive the said Charter 
with its massive red 
seal. I had the pleasure 
of collecting the Charter 
from the Ministry 
of Justice within the 

House of Lords where the sealing is 
carried out. 

We were fortunate to have the Duke 
of Gloucester agree to attend the 
Lunch and present the Charter to us 
at Skinners’ Hall in the City. Not as 
easy as it sounds! The Equerry said he 
would text me to say they were setting 
off from Kensington Palace (knowing 
I’m to receive a text at all puts me in 
a complete tizzy so you can imagine 
what a state I was in!). The text arrives 
saying they have set off and I text back 
“Fine”. I then get another text to say 

they’re stuck in traffic in Birdcage Walk! I’ve never had two texts 
in the same day before! 

Approximately 150 people awaited the Duke’s arrival at 
Skinners’ Hall. The VIPs still without a drink! To prolong the wait 
further, a parked vehicle had blocked the corner of Dowgate Hill 
so the Ducal car couldn’t turn from College Street. So instead of 
the limousine gliding to the gates of the Hall as scripted, HRH 
the Duke of Gloucester arrived walking up Dowgate Hill on foot 
pursued by the Equerry! He certainly did us proud afterwards 
though - shaking most outstretched hands and speaking after 
the Toasts without notes - most impressive. He is a qualified 
architect, doesn’t drink or smoke but loves chocolate and reads 
two books a week! 

It all ended happily and, to misquote Thomas Beecham, provided 
you all start together and end together it doesn’t really matter 
what might have gone on [in the 4 years] in-between. 

We count our blessings and will be asking the Chaplain to bless 
the Charter at the Court General.

Tim Statham 
Clerk and long-time member of the Task Force     

Charters of different kinds by The Clerk 
Tim Statham

Past Master John Cheele talks to Mike Rigby 
about the long trek towards the Royal Charter.

Amusing, on target speech by the DukeAlderman Fiona Woolf chatting to 
Baroness Garden

A full house!



Planning a float at next year’s 
Lord Mayor’s Show

Junior Warden John Poore has started the process of preparing for the high profile 
event and hopes enough support can be generated to make this possible. 

Editor Mike Rigby finds out more…

Q. Why is the WCoBM taking part in the Lord 
Mayor Show in 2013?

A. In 2013 we are having our first float in the 
Lord Mayor’s Show as our Honorary Court 
Assistant Fiona Woolf will hopefully be the 
New Lord Mayor of London. We therefore 
thought it would be a great idea to support 
her in this way. It will be very exciting and an 
opportunity for our Liverymen to join in the 
fun of the day and accompany the float over 
the 1.75 miles.

Q. Who goes to the show?

A. The Lord Mayor’s Show is one of the most 
spectacular events of the year – over 6,500 
participants, 70 floats, 20 military & civilian 
bands accompanied by dozens of horses 
and of course the magnificent Gold State 
Coach which transports the newly elected Lord Mayor from the 
Mansion House to the Royal Courts of Justice to swear an oath 
of allegiance to the Sovereign. Over half a million people watch 
from the streets and over 2 million watch on television not to 
mention coverage all around the world.

Q. What is the Company planning?

A. Without wanting to reveal all at this early stage our plans 
are quite simple – to portray builders’ merchants through the 
ages and put builders’ merchants on the map! The float will 
feature a parade of vintage to modern vehicles accompanied by 
characters dressed in ‘building product’ costumes and plenty 
of music to accompany builders’ merchants and Liverymen 
walking the course and having a thoroughly enjoyable time (in 
the brilliant sunshine!!). To date we have been extremely lucky 
in having offers and support from our trade and we hope to be 
able to put out a well balanced parade of vehicles from Hand 
Cart to Modern 26 tonne lorry. 

Q. Who is working on the float?

A. We have set up a ‘working party’ chaired by myself which 
includes merchants and suppliers along with our ‘marketing 
and PR’ Guru!! The minds and brains on our working party are 
varied and our meetings to date have been lively, interesting 
and extremely productive which leads me to believe that we 

will really produce a magnificent parade 
putting Worshipful Company of Builders’ 
Merchants very much on the Livery Company 
map! However, much hard work is ahead 
of us.

Q How is it being funded and what types of 
support are you looking for?

A. We need to raise substantial funds 
quite obviously and hope at the end of it 
our charity may benefit as well. We are 
looking for suppliers to sponsor two each 
of the building product characters walking 
alongside the vehicles on either side of the 
road and providing a bit of fun along the 
way! We have already been lucky enough 
to have offers of support from some 
companies before we have even gone to the 
marketplace which is very encouraging so in 

the coming months we will be asking through our Liverymen 
first, for the much needed support. If anyone reading this 
article would like to offer support please send me an initial 
email to value@poores.co.uk and I will contact you. This is one 
of the biggest and most exciting projects the Company has 
taken on in recent years and is very appropriate now that we 
have received our Royal Charter and celebrated our 50th year. 

John and Keeper of the Roll Gill Moore 
wave at the WCoBM Liverymen and 

guests at last year’s show

One of the many floats at last year’s show
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My London 2012 Olympic and Paralympics experience was 
absolutely fantastic and way beyond any expectations I may 
have had.

In February 2010, following requests in the media for volunteers 
for the London 2012 Games, I registered my interest. I was one of 
almost 250,000 to do so. With the numbers involved it was quite 
a while before anything happened but eventually I was asked 
to go for an interview. It became clear to me that an enormous 
amount of thought, detail and professionalism was being 
applied to the whole process. 

In December 2011 I was notified that my application to be a 
Games Maker had been accepted and I was to be part of a Victory 
Ceremonies team led by two full time producers employed by 
Locog. I was scheduled to work at 
Eton Dorney for the Olympics and 
the ExCel Centre for the Paralympics. 
Initially I was disappointed not to be 
in the Stadium at the Olympic Park. 
Then I looked up what happened at 
Eton Dorney and my excitement grew 
as I realised that Team GB has a great 
history in rowing and were serious 
medal contenders.

Over the following months I attended 
Orientation training as well as Role 
Specific and Venue Specific training. 
I collected my uniform, accreditation 
and met the rest of my 20 strong team 
made up of all ages, walks of life and 
from as far afield as Cornwall and 
Glasgow.  I planned my 2½ hour return 
journey to work and realised it meant 
leaving home at 04.40 for the first 
two weeks! As the Games drew nearer 
the excitement and anticipation 
increased.

Our rehearsals at the venue took 
place in brilliant warm sunshine. 
Wow, what a venue. The actual course was two kilometres long 
with smart temporary seating on either side to accommodate 
30,000 spectators. The athletes could not have wished for better 
facilities for themselves or their boats. The rooms and catering 
for VIPs, officials and the Olympic Family were top notch. The 
Games Makers rest area and canteen easily catered for 500 to sit 
for a meal at any one time. The Olympic Broadcasting Services 
told us that it was one of the top four venues for the whole of 
the Games. 

For our first shift we were on duty by 7.30 am. The races began 
at 9.30am with the Victory Ceremonies just before midday. 

Nothing can prepare you for the excitement and the roar of the 
crowd as the athletes neared the end of the course especially 
when Team GB was involved. 

My task was simple: prepare the medals and flowers for laying 
on the trays for the Medal/Flower bearers to take out to the 
winning athletes on the pontoon. On our first day we had 
the honour of preparing the first gold medals and flowers 
for Heather Stanning and Helen Glover. They were Team 
GB’s first gold medals of the Games and the first ever British 
women winners in the sport. That really set the ball rolling. The 

excitement stayed with us for the 
rest of the week for the Rowing and 
throughout the second week for the 
Canoeing and the Kayaking. By the 
end of the second week we were all 
exhausted emotionally and physically 
and took some well earned time off 
before we collected our new kit and 
accreditation to start all over again at 
the Paralympics. 

It was a completely different 
environment at the magnificent 
ExCel Centre with the focus on indoor 
sports including table tennis, sitting 
volleyball, weight lifting and boccia. 
Our team prepared and presented 
medals and flowers for the Wheelchair 
Fencing and Judo for the visually 
impaired. It was all very exciting and 
our emotions were dominated by 
awe, humility and inspiration as the 
paralympians displayed amazing 
strength, determination, courage and 
unbelievable athletic skill. 

The whole two year experience from 
sending in my application to watching the procession of the 
athletes gave me the privilege of an amazing, rewarding and 
wonderful adventure. I was invited to the technical rehearsal of 
the Opening Ceremony of the Olympics, given an upgrade to visit 
the whole Olympic Park, a reserved place to watch the athlete’s 
procession through London, and finally a celebratory reception 
for local volunteers given by the Mayor and Leader of Enfield 
Council. I have been to new places, met new people and been 
involved in events which were seen by billions all over the world. 
I wore a uniform which made me part of a widely acclaimed 
family and which was a passport to smiles. The feel-good factor I 
enjoyed will live with me for the rest of my life.

Stuart with the Olympic Gold medals laid out as required

Olympic Pride
Past Master Stuart Somerville 
shares his ‘once in a lifetime’ 
experience as a volunteer at 
the London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympics Games. 

The medals and flowers are put in place ready for the winning athletes
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Sixty years as Sovereign of our country, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II celebrated her Diamond 
Jubilee this year. The celebrations were marked with a long Bank Holiday weekend and events lined 
up across the country to celebrate the proud occasion. The Clerk Tim Statham was invited to 
a special day at the Jubilee Regatta in London. 

How would you best describe the four days of the Diamond 
Jubilee weekend? What about ‘Red letter days’? These are happy 
or noteworthy days which you will remember for a long time. 
In fact, the expression derives from the custom of marking holy 
days in red on medieval church calendars. 

Anyway, this is my ‘Red letter’ about the fantastic time I and 
guests had on Jubilee Sunday. Alas, it involved missing the 
Service at Willoughby and missing the important Men’s Group 
meeting afterwards so typing this article is by way of atonement. 
Some weeks ago I had an e-mail from my old employer, Norton 
Rose, City Solicitors, who now have a splendid new office 
building on the south side of the River near Tower Bridge 
and opposite the Tower of London, next door to the Greater 
Assembly Building. you can see where I’m coming from - or 
rather where I’m going - already. Would I like to come to watch 
the Jubilee Regatta from their premises and bring three guests? I 
immediately emailed back and said “yes please but could I bring 
four?”; astonishingly, their Events Team agreed. 

So it was a happy quintet who queued outside the Tooley Street 
back entrance to Norton Rose’s offices on Sunday, 3rd June 
just before 2.00pm along with many others - the very young, 
the young or just the young at heart - all equally lucky. Once 

inside my brother, sister-in-law, widow of my old boss and her 
daughter, and myself were given union Jack hard hats and union 
Jack flags and could not have been better hosted; the Events 
Team had thought of everything - food and drink for the adults 
and children, games for the children (with a missing children’s 
collection point!) and giant TV screens so no part of the action 
would be missed. In the atrium, a giant union Jack stretched 
from the ground floor to the 9th with a width to match just in 
case anyone should still be in doubt about the day’s theme. We 
proceeded - either scenically in a glass lift or less heroically in an 
internal lift - to the 9th floor where we had a wonderful view of 
the River. Periodically a tug boat moored alongside would sound 
its siren and at more scheduled times the cannons outside the 

A Red Letter Day
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Norton Rose offices dressed for the occasion
Tim and guests in Union Jack party hats

The Tower fired a salute

Tower fired a salute leaving wisps of smoke. Enormous happy 
crowds under miles of bunting were assembled on both sides of 
the River eager for the Pageant to begin. 

Two of my guests made it onto the balcony before the maximum 
number was reached. We watched through huge plate glass 
windows which fortunately ran right round the side of the 
building so we could see what happened after Tower Bridge 
as well.  In the lead were a lot of small boats with uniformed 
cadets straining at the oars. They had to be nifty so the rest of 
the 1,000 craft could follow (I was counting!). Here was the boat 
containing the eight gigantic bells to be hung afterwards in a 
City Church; then the Dunkirk “Little Ships”; and then the Jubilee 
Galley in full glory. At the same time an eye could be kept on the 
TV screen so the wonderful sight of Joey rearing up in salute on 
the balcony of the National Theatre could be fully appreciated. 
Along came the boats, down came the rain, and at last - preceded 
by a ripple along the crowd - the Spirit of Chartwell with the little 
figure in white and other little figures in naval uniform - to be 
greeted with the most enormous cheers. It was the Queen whom 
we had been waiting for! Tower Bridge was opened to its fullest 
extent, those on either side of the Bridge waving flags madly. It 
was then time for the Royal Barge to turn round - deftly for such 
a large craft - and come alongside the Wharf for the Queen to 
review the flotilla herself.

People at this point came in from the rain while those inside 
ventured onto a now sparsely populated balcony, wind trying to 

take hard hats off and rain showing no royal prerogative of 
mercy at all! Still the boats came: the rest of the Royal Squadron, 
the lifeboats and the fire service boats, pleasure steamers, and 
finally along came the music. The London Philharmonic Choir - 
who would go on to sing Land of Hope and Glory from their boat 
opposite the Queen - had already sung Singin’ in the Rain with 
equally real conviction. 

We left the friendly hospitality of Norton Rose to the 
accompaniment of fireworks from Tower Bridge and made 
our way to Borough tube and homewards. On the walk there, 
whistles blew, motor cycle outriders swept by followed by Range 
Rovers and Ambulances. The Royals were going home too. We 
felt very privileged to have somehow played a part in that happy 
and glorious occasion. We will never see its like again.

A great vantage point

More Jubilee Joy!
The Clerk Tim Statham, clearly felt privileged to have been invited to enjoy 
superb views of the Jubilee Regatta. The Master also took part in the celebrations, 
attending a memorable lunch at Westminster Hall with the Royal family. He shares 
his experience here…

On 5th June many Livery companies enjoyed Lunch with Her Majesty the Queen, 
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and Prince Harry at Westminster Hall. The lunch 
was hosted by Livery companies who were encouraged to invite guests from a 

cross section of the public from around the 
country. Over 70 Livery companies attended. 
Averil and I invited three guests - Peter Stephens, 
winner of the Industry Lifetime Achievement 
Award, Sylvain Bordas, winner of the top prize in 
the BMF exams, and Private Simon Harris from 
PWWR, winner of the Best Soldier Award.

We arrived at Westminster Hall around 10.30am 
and at 12 noon the doors were locked awaiting 
the Royal party who had been as St Paul’s. 
They arrived around 1pm and were escorted to 
their seats which were on different tables in the 
room hosted by one of the Livery companies. The Master Mercer spoke on behalf of the Livery 
movement, all of which was televised.

The Royal party left around 2.30pm. It was a splendid occasion and we felt extremely 
privileged to have been involved in such a prestigious event. It is a memory that will be 
impossible to forget.

Livery companies and guests gather inside 
Westminster Hall

The Master and Averil inside 
Westminster Hall
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Q. When did you first become aware of WCoBM?

A. I first became aware of WCoBM back in 1992. I was working 
for Erith Building Supplies and was given the extremely 
important task of making sure Mrs. Howard arrived in London 
from Kent for a WCoBM function. Later that evening I returned 
with Mr. Roger Howard who was a member. I didn’t realise 
then that I would later become a member, and I often have a 
chuckle with Roger over past times.

Q. When did you become a liveryman?

A. I became a liveryman in April 2010!

Q. How aware of WCoBM do you think the industry is? In your 
view what is the general perception? 

A. I think the industry in the last couple of years has become 
more aware of the WCoBM. This has been helped by the 
popularity of our Worshipful Masters and Wardens who have 
taken a higher profile in order to build this awareness and 
understanding. However, there are still  many people who are 
unaware of the WCoBM and more importantly unaware of 
what we do.

Q. Having joined, did WCoBM match your perceptions, or were 
there any surprises for you?

A. So far it has totally matched my perceptions. I thoroughly 
enjoy being a member. The buildings we visit are amazing, and 
they’re set in a fantastic City. The members’ dedication to the 
Builders’ Merchant industry spreads across the decades in an 
environment of great tradition and perfect procedures. The 
only surprise to me is the sometimes disappointing turnout 
from our members for the events. 

Q. In your view, what should the industry know about it?

A. We should continue to promote what we do for the industry, 
maintaining the traditional history and excelling in our 
charitable pledges..

Q. What do you think are the main benefits of being a 
liveryman and part of the WCoBM?

A. I would not want to call it a benefit, as I believe it is an 
honour to become a member of the WCoBM. As a member 
I have a duty to maintain the principles of the Company, 
continuing the high standards in support of our industry. The 
events have allowed my wife to participate within the industry 
too, and we have made some great friends. The hardest part is 
maintaining an average waistline!

Steve Durdant-Hollamby, Liveryman 
and Commercial Director of ACO Water 
Management, talks to Mike Rigby 
about joining the WCoBM and the 
privilege of being part of the Livery.

Steve Durdant-Hollamby

“The industry in the last couple 
of years has become more aware 

of the WCoBM, this has been 
helped by the popularity of our 

Worshipful Masters and Wardens 
who have taken a higher profile in 
order to build this awareness and 

understanding.” 

Liverymen were summoned to appear at the Guildhall for the 
Election of two Sheriffs on 25th June. The election took place in the 
Common Hall and several members from WCoBM turned up to vote. 
It wasn’t as exciting as last year when an unexpected tie for second 
place tested procedures and precedence before a re-count settled the 
matter. This year we elected Mr Alderman Jeffrey Richard Evans and 
Mr Nigel Pullman as Sheriffs. 

Voting in the Sheriffs and Lord Mayor

Roger becomes a Canon
Congratulations to Reverend Roger Hall MBE, our Honorary Chaplain, 
who has recently been promoted to Canon. He is now Reverend Canon 
Roger Hall MBE. Roger is Chaplain to the Tower of London and officiates 
in the Chapel Royal of St Peter ad Vincula, where he conducts our anual 
service, and St John’s Chapel in the White Tower. 

The Chapel has a great history and for those of you who have attended 
ceremonies with the Livery, you will have heard Roger talk about the 
building and its great significance. If you have yet to attend a service at 
the Chapel the Christmas Carol Service,  which will be held by Roger on 
Friday 14th December, is a highlight in the Company’s calendar. 

I’m sure you’ll join me in wishing Reverend Canon Roger Hall MBE all the 
best in his new role.

Newly elected Sheriff Nigel Pullman greets the 
Master on arrival at Painters’ Hall

All smiles at lunch following the Election of Sheriffs

Reverend Canon Roger Hall with Master Graham Ballinger

Following the election the Builders’ Merchants lunched at Painters’ 
Hall along with eight other Livery companies. They included the 
Worshipful Company of Woolmen; the upholders; the Horners; the 
Makers of Playing Cards; Tobacco Pipe Makers and Tobacco Blenders; 
the Engineers; the Environmental Cleaners and the Worshipful 
Company of Constructors. Those attending from our own Company 
included the Master and his wife Averil, 
Immediate Past Master Gary Hopkins, Past 
Masters Ken Pepperrell and John Hauxwell, 
Senior Warden Andrew Day, The Clerk Tim 
Statham and Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio. 

During lunch one of the newly 
elected Sheriffs, Nigel Pullman 
arrived to greet the Livery 
companies and joined the WCoBM 
table at a timely point - for dessert! 

Three months later, on 1st October 
2012, the Election of the Lord Mayor 
took place. Once again, Liverymen 
attended to vote at Guildhall. Three 
candidates, Roger Gifford (Alderman 
and Musician), Fiona Woolf CBE 
(Alderman and Solicitor) and Alan 
Colin Drake yarrow (Alderman and 
Fishmonger) were seeking election. 

Roger Gifford was voted the next Lord Mayor of London, with the official ceremony 
taking place on Saturday 10th November 2012. A lively lunch followed at Painters’ 
Hall for several Livery companies with the Master, Past Masters and WCoBM 
Liverymen enjoying a splendid meal in splendid surroundings as usual.

Nigel enjoys dessert with the Master

Tell us your story…
The Builders’ Merchant wants to know 
more about what members get up to. 
Editor Mike Rigby asks you to share your 
experiences.

Do you have stories members would find 
interesting? Are you involved in charities 
or politics, or unusual activities members 
might be interested in? Golf enthusiasts 
might disagree but there is more to 
life than Golf for many - as Past Master 
Stuart Somerville has shown with his 

involvement in theatre and experience 
as a volunteer for the Olympic games - 
both stories have been featured in the 
newsletter.

Do you have a photo of you sailing the 
Atlantic, or crossing continents on a 
camel or in a balloon, hunting, shooting, 
diving in wrecks or with sharks? Cycling 
or crossing deserts in a four wheel drive? 
What about horse riding,  climbing, 
abseiling, skydiving, chess, wind surfing? 
Are you an amateur astronomer or 
naturalist? Are you an historian or writer? 
Do you own racing horses or breed 

horses/train dogs for competitions? 
Have you be involved in your own Grand 
Designs? Members would like to know, if 
you’d like to share your experiences!

Networking is one of the aims of the 
Company and knowing what members 
get up to is a conversation starting point.

If you want to tell us your story, email 
Lucia Di Stazio on lucia@mra-marketing.
com or call 01453 521621 and we will 
feature it in the next newsletter (April 
2013). Photos to support your story 
are ideal.



The Timber Trades Benevolent 
Society (TTBS) was founded in 
1897 following the need to assist 
two trade employees who had 
fallen on hard times. In those 
days only ‘White collar’ workers 
were eligible for help! Now it is 
open to all trade and former trade 
members. 

The Livery, through its Charity 
Fund, has been supporting 
TTBS for some years. In turn if 
the Almoner is approached or 
made aware of any individual 
who may have need of financial 
support, having fallen on hard 
times for whatever reason and 
who has worked within the timber trade, 
then they would be referred to the TTBS. 
The scope also includes those who have 
been employed by builders’ merchants 
and have their roots in the timber trade, 
or perhaps even those who have worked 
in a timber unit within a builders’ 
merchant. These are referred to the TTBS 
who have the expertise to assess these 
requests and the financial wherewithal 
to assist where appropriate.

It is noteworthy that 
even those who have 
been employed by some 
of the largest companies 
still need assistance. 
Perhaps they only had 
short service or suffered 
from long term illness, 
additionally there are 
those who were employed 
by companies which have 
gone out of existence. It 
also has to be recognised 
that employers are not as 
charitable as they used to 
be…

Ivan Savage, the TTBS General Manager 
highlights the very broad spectrum of 
TTBS grants and financial assistance 
available: “The TTBS not only assists 
aged and retired trade members and 
their dependants, but also some much 
younger who have fallen ill, become 
severely handicapped or have lost their 
partners and still care for their children.  

The TTBS is organised on a geographical 
basis with nine regional committees 
made up of volunteers and with a 
uK central office at Oulton Stone, 
Staffordshire. 

“Regular assistance available to 
Beneficiaries can include quarterly 
payments, purchase of TV licences, an 
allowance towards telephone rental, 
and a hamper at Christmas, payments at 

Christmas and in the Spring, and helps 
towards winter fuel bills. The TTBS also 
makes individual one-off grants for the 
replacement of domestic appliances such 
as cookers, refrigerators and televisions 
where applicants cannot fund these 
items from their own resources. They 
also assist the elderly and handicapped 
with contributions towards equipment 

for the disabled. This is often 
in conjunction with other 
organisations such as the Royal 
British Legion, SSAFA and other 
charities. The TTBS also makes 
occasional one-off grants 
for property repairs, towards 
‘respite’ breaks and to assist 
with funeral costs.”

It is also noteworthy that these grants are 
targeted in such a way that they do not 
in any way negate any social assistance 
to which the recipient might be entitled. 
When I was active in the trade there were 
people living on the borderline of poverty 
who were not aware of the range of 
assistance available; this could still be the 
case. There was a belief that some people 
were too proud to accept assistance but 
now this is not normally so. 

I would therefore urge 
fellow Liverymen to 
consider whether they 
know of anybody who 
might benefit from TTBS 
financial assistance. If 
they know of any such 
person they should, in the 
first instance, email the 
Almoner Andrew Adams at 
andrew@addstone.co.uk.

Christopher Latham
Past President TTBS

Past Master Christopher Latham talks about 
the Timber Trades Benevolent Society.

He explains what the charity does and how it supports 
timber trade workers, past and present.

The TTBS Midlands Committee 

The team selected this year 
included Roger Howard 
(Team Captain), David Pearce 
(Vice Captain), Martin Earle 
(Past Master) and David Hey 
(Photographer).

The competition is always well supported 
and this year 69 teams entered. Eighteen 
holes were played in the morning and 
following an exceptionally good lunch, 
another 18 in the afternoon. We played as 
two teams: Howard/Pearce, Earle/Hey and 
the two team scores are added together.

By the end of the day we finished with 
a total score of minus 11. The winners 
were The Mercers with a total of plus 7. 
In spite of the 18 point gap we managed 
to finish in 14th place.

We are approaching a watershed in 
this event, Roger Howard has done a 
magnificent job over the last 25 years, 
but we do need some keen, thrusting 
youngsters to carry on with this event. 
Next year our Livery Golf Day is likely to 
be held at Hadley Wood in April, which 
is Martin Earle’s club. Travelling will be a 
lot easier for those living in the Midlands 
and North. 

David Hey would like to point out that 
the walking did not wear down his legs, 
he just happened to be standing in a hole!

L to R, David Pearce, Roger Howard, Martin 
Earle and David Hey

Enthusiastic golfers battle the rain
The Company held its annual golf day at Tandridge Golf Club in Surrey on Wednesday 
18th April. The day was organised by Liveryman Edwin Ray, with Master Graham Ballinger, 
presenting prizes.

Players included the Master, Past Masters Martin Earle, Roddy Taylor and Ken Pepperrell, 
Court Assistants Brian Blanchard and Leo Martin, Liverymen Mike Tattam, Roger Howard, 
Alun Roberts, John Griffiths, David Pearce and Bob Budd, Freeman Paul Hetherington, and 
guests. The event started with an evening meal the night before hosted by Edwin and his 
wife Audrey at their home in Caterham. The following morning it was clear the weather 
wasn’t going to be kind so, armed with appropriate waterproofs (Past Master Ken models 
it well in the photo), the players set off for 18 holes of golf. 

Liveryman Mike Tattam took first prize with 35 points, a gross 79. The 
runner up was Past Master Martin Earle with 34 points. The Guest Prize 
went to David Stanley on 33 points.

The event has been organised by 
Edwin for approximately 30 years. 
Sadly, Edwin confirmed that this 
would be his last year as organiser. 
We would like to thank Edwin for 
all his efforts over the years - his 
contribution will be missed. Next 
year’s event will be organised by 
Past Masters Roddy Taylor and 
Martin Earle.

On 17th May the Livery golf team competed in the Inter Livery Competition at 
Walton Heath Golf Club in Surrey, for the prestigious Prince Arthur Cup.

The Master 
takes a swing

Ken Pepperrell models the day’s attire!

The Master presents 
the winning prize to 

Mike Tattam

Runner up Martin Earle receives 
his prize from the Master

Dinner the night before 
hosted by Edwin Ray 

and wife Audrey

The Tandridge Golf team with Organiser Edwin Ray 
front left
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For your Diary…

New Members
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Installation Court General and Livery Dinner 
Wednesday 17 October, 2012

Venue: Vintners Hall

At the Election Court General on 16th April, Senior Warden Andrew Day was 
elected to be the next Master of the Company and will be installed at the 
Installation Court General on 17 October at Vintners Hall, upper Thames Street, 
London EC4. 

The Installation Court General (open to Liverymen and Freemen) takes place at 
5.30pm. NOTE: The time has been brought forward from 6.00pm.

A Livery Dinner follows at Vintners Hall (open to Liverymen, Freemen and 
guests). Champagne reception is at 6.45pm with dinner at 7.15pm.

This is the most important event in the year for Liverymen and Freemen so 
please show your support and bring along as many guests as you can for a 
successful and enjoyable evening. If you have never been, this is a wonderful 
chance to be involved in a truly magnificent function alongside many of your 
contemporaries in the industry.

Formal invites have been sent out to members. If you’ve not had one, please 
contact the Clerk Tim Statham at tim@wcobm.co.uk

Lord Mayor’s Show - Saturday 10th November 2012
Limited tickets still available from the Clerk Tim Statham.

Christmas Carol Service & Supper - Friday 14th 
December 2012
Carol Service: St Peter ad Vincula, H.M. Tower of London, EC3 

Supper: Watermen’s Hall, 16 St Mary-at-Hill, EC3.

Alan Hawkins, CEO, 
British Independent 
Retailers Association

Guy Williams, 
Managing Director, 
Northern Europe, ICI 
Paints Akzo Nobel

A note to Freemen: Should you wish to progress your membership and become a Liveryman 
of the Company, the next step is to arrange a date at the Guildhall to attend a ceremony for 
your Freedom of the City certificate. Once this has been achieved, please inform the Clerk Tim 
Statham who will arrange the next appropriate date for you to be clothed as a Liveryman.

Peter Worthington, 
Managing Director 
Builders Supplies 
(West Coast) Ltd

Obituary - Past Master 
Herbert Arthur Terry

20th January 1925 - 4th September 2012

HERBERT TERRy was born and grew up 
in South London attending the Brixton 
School of Building where he specialised in 
Plumbing. He then joined a Westminster 
firm of surveyors where he trained in 
property management.

He entered the Builders’ Merchants 
industry when he bought National 
Wallpaper and Building Supply Ltd in 
Camberwell, a lightside 
merchant, and after 
a fire at the premises 
in 1976 purchased 
the adjoining land 
and added heavyside 
products.

He joined the 
Company as a Freeman 
in October 1977 just 
after the Company had 
received Livery status 
but before the Letters 
Patent were presented in November 1977 
by the then Lord Mayor, Sir Robin Gillett. 
He was then able to become a Liveryman.

He was invested as Master on 27 October 
1992 at Butchers Hall where he intriguingly 
named his savoury course of soft roes “Quo 
Vadis”- where are we going. 

In his Master’s year he was elegantly 
supported by Eileen and they 
commissioned from the Royal School of 
Needlework at Hampton Court Palace the 
two badges embroidered on the sleeves 
of the Wardens robes. These remain as his 
distinguished legacy to the Company.

His quizzical questions at Court meetings 
asked with a twinkle or with his dry sense 
of humour kept many subsequent Masters 
on their toes.

He was a keen Rotarian, first at Camberwell 
and then as Founder President of Caterham 
Harestone where he was honoured as a 
Paul Harris Fellow. He was Chairman of the 
South East London Merchants and served 
on the Board of Governors of the Institute 
of Builders’ Merchants.

He died at 87 leaving Eileen, his two 
daughters and two grandchildren - one of 
life’s gentlemen.

We are pleased 
to welcome the 
following new 
Freemen to 
the Company, 
admitted on 2nd 
October 2012. 
We look forward 
to seeing you at 
future events.


