
Within the City, the Election of our 
Honorary Member Fiona Woolf CBE as 
Lord Mayor was a wonderful occasion. It 
was very pleasing to see so many of our 
Liverymen casting their vote. 

Within our Industry many have talked 
of our City & Awards Luncheon held 
in March. I was asked to speak at the 
opening of the Builders Merchants 
Federation’s new offices, during which I 
mentioned that the Institute of Builders 
Merchants and the Federation need 
to get closer together. I read they are 
now sharing offices. Our support of the 
‘Get Britain Building Campaign’ has not 
gone unnoticed - not only by our fellow 
Industry Liveries but also by the City. 
This all goes to prove that we, as a Livery, 
really are able to make a difference. 

On the subject of making a difference 
I would like to thank again all those 
members who have responded to my 
call for greater charitable giving. I thank 
those who sponsored Past Master Ken 
Pepperell’s and my walk around 40 Livery 
Halls in September, with 20 other Masters 
accompanied by senior representatives 

of their Livery. The event was organised 
by the Environmental Cleaners Company. 
Photographs were taken at each Hall. 
There was no escape! 

In April’s Newsletter I said that I wanted 
to ensure we met all of our Charter 
obligations, and that we should prepare 
for a massive year ahead for Senior 
Warden and Master Elect John Poore. This 
we have done. 

John’s Lord Mayor’s Show 2013 Working 
Party has been terrifically effective. 
On 9th November our Float will be 
spectacular, as will the numbers of 
our Livery and guests watching in the 
Stands. There will be over 150, and over 
30 walking. Many are staying on to 
watch the Fireworks in the evening and 
Remembrance Day Parade on the Sunday.

All our Committees continue to do 
sterling work. Election, chaired by Past 
Master Ken Pepperrell, has enabled your 
Court and the Company to welcome 14 
new Freemen this year. By the end of our 
forthcoming Installation Court General 
we will also have welcomed a further 
12 Liverymen into our Company in my 

year. At his request Liveryman Peter 
Stephens stands down from the Election 
Committee after a number of years of 
valuable effort. I would like to thank him 
for his tremendous commitment. 

Your Events Committee, chaired by Senior 
Warden John Poore, has worked hard to 
assist with many of the events this year, 
whilst at the same time planning those 
for the year ahead. I am delighted to say 
that some of the innovations tried this 
year will be carried on.

Our Development Committee was 
chaired by Past Master John Cheele, who  
I am deeply sorry to report died on 15th 
October.

As many Masters have 
said in the past, the year 
has flown by. However, 
we have continued with 
significant success to 
raise our profile in the 
City. We have built on 
that which our forebears 
started, and more recently 
Past Masters Pepperrell, 
Hopkins and Ballinger 

pursued. Our Company profile in the City and in our 
Industry has been heightened.
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NMBS celebrated its 50th Anniversary in April with a prestigious luncheon at the Guildhall in London. The Guest 
Speaker was Sir Roger Carr. The high profile event was hosted by Liveryman Chris Hayward, NMBS’ Managing Director. 
Many members of the Company attended, including the Master and Past Masters, Liverymen, the Learned Clerk Tim 
Statham, and our Company’s Honorary Member Alderman Fiona Woolf CBE (new Lord Mayor Elect). 
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Despite his illness John remained his 
cheery self. We all owe John a great deal 
for his unfailing wisdom and support, 
for his work with Development and for 
leading the Royal Charter Task Force 
through to success. His contribution over 
many years has been simply outstanding. 
Our thoughts are with his partner Jennifer 
and the family at this very sad time. An 
Obituary will be included in the next 
issue. He will be sorely missed by us all.

Our Charities & Education Committee, 
chaired by Almoner and Past Master 
Andrew Adams, continues its excellent 
work and has been able to support some 
further causes this year. Andrew works 
so very hard and is a constant source of 
knowledge. Past Master Michael Pares’ 
expertise given as one of the Charity’s 
Trustees has proved invaluable. 

I have said before that a Master merely 
holds office and then passes it over to the 
next in line. The Company is all. I have 

been fortunate to have visited fascinating 
places on your behalf and to have met the 
most interesting people. What a privilege 
and honour it has been! 

Throughout the year I have been ably 
supported by Tim Statham, our Learned 
Clerk, and Denise Llewellyn together 
with Tony Parker, our Beadle. Past 
Master, Martin Earle, our Bursar has 
been a considerable source of help and 
assistance, as have Senior Warden John 
Poore and Junior Warden Gill Moore. All 
work tirelessly on the Company’s behalf. 
Thank you. 

On 24th October our next Master 
John Poore will be installed. He will 
undoubtedly have the most wonderful 
year. The Company will be in good hands.

Andrew Day, Master

Senior Warden John Poore

Follow us @WCoBM!
Yes, that’s right. The Company is now on twitter! If you’ve been on the website recently you 
will have noticed our twitter feed on the Home page.

Anyone reading the 
papers and listening to 
the News will have found 
it hard to ignore the buzz 
surrounding the stock 
market debuts of Facebook 

and Twitter. The financial press has been working itself into 
a frenzy of excitement about their potential for investors and 
for other smaller fast growing ‘social media’ players such as 
the business only, LinkedIn. But the financial frenzy has hardly 
kept up with the actual use and spread of these networking 
and communications platforms. 

Our Industry was a little slow to catch on, but now many 
businesses in our industry are enthusiastically and actively 
tweeting on Twitter, and communicating to the market, 
customers and potential customers via LinkedIn, Facebook or 
YouTube (video). If you are on Twitter 
please follow and support us at @
WCoBM. If you are not, you can find us 
at that address on 
www.Twitter.com. The Lord Mayor’s 
Show is on both Twitter and Facebook – 
the Show even has its own free App for 
smartphone and tablet users available 
on Apple’s App Store. It is keen for 
Liverymen to use Twitter and Facebook 
to support the Parade before, during 
and after the event. 

Next on the list is uploading short 
video to our website! The first ones 
will be from the Lord Mayor Show. 
So make sure to visit the website 
regularly at www.wcobm.co.uk to find 
out the latest news, keep on top of 
forthcoming events and stay in touch 
with other members.

Don’t forget to update your profile 
as well in the Member’s area and 
upload your photo. We update the 
website regularly with new members and adding a photo is 
useful to put a face to a name. Networking is better when you 
make the connections. It’s also a handy memory jogger when 
you can’t remember the name but remember the face of a 
member from previous events you’ve attended! 

Logging in to the members’ area is easy 
using your email address and password. 
A few members may not be able to 
log in because we did not have their 
email address at the time of updating 
the members’ area. You need an email 
address to log in. If you have any 
problems email Lucia Di Stazio at MRA 
Marketing: lucia@mra-marketing.com or 
call her on 01453 521621.

Online video

An individual Members’ page

Celebrations for NMBS and BMF
It has been an eventful year for the NMBS 

(National Merchants Buying Society) 
and BMF (Builders Merchant Federation) 

The Master with BMF’s MD John Newcomb

Guests at NMBS luncheon Liveryman Chris Hayward with Honorary 
Member Alderman Fiona Woolf CBE

Liveryman Andy Williamson

The Master with the mighty Martin Johnson

In the following month, May, the BMF held an official opening of its new offices in Coventry. It’s a significant 
milestone for the BMF, which relocated from London to Coventry to ensure the offices are located at the heart of the 
Industry and the country to make it easier for members to visit and take advantage of the new facilities. 

The new offices were officially opened by rugby World Cup giant Martin Johnson and the Lord Mayor of Coventry, 
Councillor Tim Sawdon. Martin Johnson, the ex-Leicester Tigers and England captain, was born less than 13 miles 
from the BMF’s new office. The Master, who delivered a speech, and Coventry’s Lady Mayoress Mrs Nick Sawdon, were 
also present along with over 150 invited guests.
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Electing the next 
Lord Mayor of London
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No matter how many times you see or take part in it, electing a Lord Mayor of 
London is an impressive event. Only Liverymen may elect a Lord Mayor. The 
Guildhall itself is pretty impressive too. 

On this occasion, Monday 30th September, it was even more significant for our 
Company since Alderman Fiona Woolf CBE, an Honorary Member, was one of the three 
candidates for the 686th Lord Mayor. 

Many of our Liverymen attended to give her support. It is always a well attended 
event, but this time even more popular than usual. Taking advice to turn up an hour 
early to secure a seat in the Great Hall wasn’t enough. A number of us had to take our 
seats in the Livery Hall, close by, which also filled up three quarters of an hour before 
the ceremony. There we watched on a large screen, and were called on to vote for two 
of the three candidates via microphones and cameras. 

Hundreds of years of continuity and continuing relevance ensure the ceremony, the 
succession of uniforms, and the formal addresses will never become just a fascinating 
anachronism. 

Those who gather on the Hustings in the Great Hall include the Lord Mayor, Lord 
Mayor Elect, Sherrifs, Aldermen, a Swordbearer, and the Common Serjeant bearing 
the Mace, the Serjeant-at-Arms, Recorder, Usher, Common Cryer and Town Clerk. It’s 
an extremely august and colourful gathering. 

While the Aldermen 
retired to choose 

one of the two candidates, the Assistant Town Clerk Peter Nelson 
entertained us as usual with a succession of amusing stories and 
a slightly irreverent joke or two. It is the last time he will speak in 
this role. Peter will be a hard act to follow. 

Having been voted in Fiona Woolf, as Lord Mayor Elect, declared 
her assent to take up office (on 8th November). The Swordbearer 
placed on her shoulders the Chain worn during her year of 
Shrievalty. Then there are a series of resolutions to thank the late 
Sheriffs and others. Finally, The Lord Mayor, with the Lord Mayor 
Elect on his left, together with the Aldermen and City Officials 
leave the Hustings in reverse order to that of the first procession. 
The Livery Committee and the Masters, Prime Wardens and Upper 
Bailiff of the Livery Companies leave Guildhall and return to the 
Crypts to remove their gowns and chains. 

Liverymen then make their exit with many of us heading off to 
celebrate. 

City Livery Concert
The City of London Corporation had organised the 16th City 
Livery Concert for Sunday the 16th June in the Barbican and 

all Liverymen, Freemen, and families and associates were 
invited. It is one of the many and varied cultural events 
in the City of London calendar. A sixth of the ticket price 

goes towards the Lord Mayor’s Appeal. It was organised by 
Alderman Sir Paul Judge who is now the Aldermanic Sheriff 
and we are honoured to have as our Guest Speaker at the 

Company’s forthcoming Installation Dinner. 

The scheduled programme included Mendelssohn’s Violin 
Concerto and Schubert’s Symphony No 9 (“Great”) with Sir 
Colin Davis conducting The London Symphony Orchestra 

as part of the celebrations for his 85th year. 

Sadly, Sir Colin died on 14th April and the Orchestra chose 
this concert to celebrate his extraordinary contribution to 
the London Symphony Orchestra and wider musical life. 
In place of the scheduled programme, Joseph Wolfe, Sir 

Colin’s son conducted Berlioz’s Overture Le Corsair, which 
was one of his father’s favourites and Nikolaj Znaider 

played Mozart’s Violin Concerto No 3 (K216) and a Brahms 
setting of Schiller’s poem Nänie. Gordan Nikolich also 

conducted Beethoven’s Symphony No 8. 

The Master Andrew Day, his wife Sara and family, your 
editor Mike Rigby and wife Sue, and Past Master John 

Hauxwell and his wife Barbara attended from 
the Company. 

Throughout the concert evocative black and white 
photographs of Sir Colin Davis conducting flashed up on 
the large side screens to remind us of his good humour 

during rehearsals, and his passion while conducting. There 
were some fine, emotional performances of a varied and 
popular programme. On a fine summer’s evening in good 

company, it was a most enjoyable concert.

Senior Warden John Poore with Vincent Keaveny, Senior Warden of the 
Worshipful Company of Solicitors

Liverymen Andy Williamson, Mike Rigby, Howard Grant and other 
guests toast the new Lord Mayor Elect

The impressive collection 
of knives and scissors in 
Cutlers’ Hall

Master Andrew Day raises a glass with Roger Southam, the 
Master Chartered Surveyor

London Symphony Orchestra

Honorary Member Alderman Fiona Woolf CBE 
Lord Mayor Elect

Immediate Past Master Graham Ballinger with Liverymen  
Averil Ballinger and John Rumford

A Tribute to Sir Colin Davis

Master Andrew Day, together with Past Masters Michael Pares, 
John Hauxwell, Andrew Adams, Martin Earle and Immediate 
Past Master Graham Ballinger, Senior Warden John Poore, 
Junior Warden Gill Moore and the Learned Clerk Tim Statham, 
22 Liverymen and their guests all attended a superb Celebration 

Lunch in Cutlers’ Hall. 
The lunch was organised 
by the Candlewick 
Ward Club and the City 
of London Solicitors’ 
Company, Fiona’s 
Mother Company.  



Our Float will be No.13 in the Parade and it will be an eye-catching promotion of Builders’ Merchanting through the ages, which is 
the Float’s theme. The Float also supports the ‘Get Britain Building campaign’. Most of Britain’s building materials for roads, public 
sector and commercial buildings are supplied through builders’ merchants. But many people don’t know that, so we have a new 
strapline to make the point: Supplying Britain’s Building Needs. It will be on banners, vehicle sides and giveaways.

There is a huge amount of work involved, 
and putting on a float we can be proud of, 
involves even more work. So, the working 
party under Senior Warden John Poore’s 
capable chairmanship started 18 months 
ago. Many people, Liverymen and sponsors, 
have put in a lot of individual work and 
time to make it a success. Liveryman Andy 
Williamson will be the Company’s Master 
of Ceremonies making sure everyone on the 
day (and night before) is where they should 
be and has what they should have. Junior 
Warden Gill Moore will assist and be ready 
to assume the role if Andy goes AWOL or has 
a hangover! 

A good eye-catching float with a clear 
message has the potential to be seen by 
hundreds of thousands of visitors at the 
Show and, via television, can reach an audience 
of millions. So, we have provided BBC Researchers with the information you read here in the hope it will catch their eye and the 
cameras will linger on our Float and its supporters and get our message across. 

Floats are expensive as you might expect. Money has to be found for being in the Show. And it is a show, so the Float is like a stage 
with as much activity going on around it as on it. Despite it costing a lot, John Poore’s Working Party aims to cover costs and, with 
help from sponsors, even make a surplus for the Company and its charities. 

The Lord Mayor’s Show: A Float for Fiona
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How our banner should look
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The Lord Mayor’s Show is an annual 
City spectacular. This year’s Show 
on Saturday 9th November will be 
even more spectacular - the Company 
will have its own Float! It’s only the 
third Float the Company has had. The 
others were in 1980 and 1994. We’re 
doing it to support the new Lord 
Mayor Elect Alderman Fiona Woolf 
CBE, who is an Honorary Member. She 
is the 4th Honorary Member of the 
Company to become Lord Mayor. Past Master David Gandy found this image of the Company’s very first 

float in 1980. It cost £500 to enter and £4,000-£5,000 to make

What will your Float look like?
There are 6 eye-catching and interesting parts to the Float. 
Taken together they tell an important story in an arresting 
way. 

(1) The 6 vehicles in the Float show ‘Builders’ Merchants 
through the Ages’: 

• Handcart circa 1813 

• Ridgeons’ Dray (www.ridgeons.co.uk) is drawn by two 
Suffolk Punch Horses, Easton ‘William’ and Easton ‘Bruce’. 
William and Bruce are 14 year old Geldings each weighing 
1.1 tonnes and standing 17.5 hands high. Chris Pratt, the 
Head horseman for 10 years, works with the horses on a 
daily basis, has a fantastic knowledge and loves the breed 
and will be accompanying them.

• Buildbase’s (www.buildbase.co.uk) Model T 1920: Built 
in Manchester around 1920/21 and used for most of its 
working life in and around Reading. Gordon Walker the 
manager of the branch at Sandy, where it is now garaged, 
regularly drives it 100 mile a day through the British 
countryside with 50 other Model T enthusiasts.

• Buttle’s (www.buttles.com) 1934 truck has been serviced 
and put through its paces to make sure it is fit for the 
Show. 

• Calor Gas’ (www.calor.co.uk) 1950s truck now spends 
most of its time in the Calor Gas Museum. In order to get 
it out for the Lord Mayor’s Show Calor had to break down 
an internal wall and door. 

• Lawsons’ (www.lawsons.co.uk) large, brand new, 
flat-bed vehicle with side loader will become a familiar 
sight after the Show on the streets of London, as it starts 
work delivering building materials. 

Ridgeons Dray with William and Bruce

Buildbase truck... by bridge or stream we’ll get there on time!

Buttle 1934 Morris

Calor Gas truck in the museum

Lawsons Lorry
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(2) The music, of course, will be all building related and 
include Bob the Builder. How many songs will you recognise? 

(3) 30 Liverymen dressed in long brown ‘Arkwright’ work 
coats and flat caps with traditional pencils tucked behind 
their ears, as worn by Ronnie Barker and David Jason in 
the popular ‘Open All Hours’ TV comedy. 
Merchants used to wear these long 
brown work coats 
many years 
ago.

Now they wear high visibility jackets. The Arkwright coat is 
the precise image that HRH The Duke of Gloucester said was 
his recollection of a builders’ merchants when presenting our 
Livery with its Charter. 

(4) To add fun to our Float there will be 28 Walkers 
dressed in eye catching costumes representing well 
known building materials from toilet pans to windows. 
They will remind people where essential building 
materials come from. 

The Lord Mayor’s Show (cont)

Will the aspiring politician and 

future Prime Minister in the toilet 

pan chase the paint brush, and 

will she regret photos of this 

youthful indiscretion when she is 

a Minister? 

Will the Dulux paint can chase 
the Commercial Director in 

the fetching yellow Lafarge 
cement bag, or will the ACO 
drainage connector in pink 

tights be bullied off the 
road by the Chief Operating 

Officer in her rather colourful 
decorative Naylors pipework? 
She’s a toughie who crossed 
the Gobi desert on a camel 

and was held up at gunpoint 
by Chinese police, so she’s not 

easily stopped. See right!

Toilet Pans: Andrea Poore and 
Victoria Blane 

If you see these two toilet pans on 
the Chiltern Railway line be sure to 
wake them up at High Wycombe 
station - they have a tendency to 
wake up in Birmingham after a few 
too many. On one occasion, using 
their excellent negotiation skills 
they got a taxi-ride home from 
Birmingham to High Wycombe for 
£60 - what a bargain. 

Being true party goers they have 
experienced most things, including 
finding a fried egg in their handbag 
(the morning after), riding around 
on Tuk-Tuks in London, and dressing 
up as farm animals for a night out. A toilet has been very 
useful to them! They’ve even been held up at gun point and 
knife point in South Africa when doing voluntary work in an 
orphanage. Both are city high-flyers...Andrea a determined 
consultant working at IBM and Vicky an aspirational politician 
who will one day become PM. 

Naylors Underground 
Drainage Pipes: Edward 
Naylor (Liveryman and 
Chief Executive Officer) 
and Bridie Warner 
Adsetts (Chief Operating 
Officer). 

Bridie was once held at 
gunpoint by the Chinese 
Police. She came 
perilously close to 
being eaten by a shark 
(but still scuba dives) 
and crossed the Gobi 
desert on a camel. 

Lafarge Cement Bag: Andy 
Murphy, Commercial Director 
of Lafarge Tarmac is dressed 
in a rather fetching yellow 
Mastercrete Cement Bag. As 
a student, Andy once shared 
a stage with Shaun Ryder 
of the Happy Mondays, and 
now “I’m a Celebrity...” fame. 
Andy’s probably wondering 
who to ask to “get me out of 
here!” 

LG Harris Paint Brushes: Dan Jordan 
(National Account Manager) once sailed 
to France on a sail boat and was sea sick 
all the way. He dislikes cold tea bags. 

ACO KerbDrain water management 
connector: (in black cap and pink tights!) 

Calor Gas: familiar Propane (red) and 
Butane (blue) canister costumes

Fakro roof windows: Rachel Coe and Sam 
Worthington.

IKO Roofing Waterproofing Felt: Inside 
the felts are two girls from the customer 
services department. 

Leah Birchall-Hart (20) has worked for IKO 
for 2 years 

and previously 
dressed as a toilet! Leah started as an IKO Apprentice but did so 
well she was offered a full time job. 

Keylite roof windows 

Knauf Insulation: Ecose so soft ‘touch me’ insulation 

Catnic Lintels: Black is back! 

Hunter rainwater and drainage 

Multikwik WC connector 

Dulux Paints (Akzo Nobel): paint can

Monument British Made Hand Tools 

Edward once ate 19 

portions of Rhubarb 

Crumble for a Rag Week 

Charity competition. 

Edward came second, 

although the winner 

didn’t quite manage to 

hang onto his portions! 

So we think this could be 

a moral victory! 

Helen Wignall (31) has 
worked for IKO for years 

and is no stranger to 
dressing up having been a Cactus and a Tequila Worm 

in previous jobs. 



(5) A free App (‘Build Merch’) is available in 
Apple’s App Store or Google Play. 

The App was created by Liveryman Chris 
Hayward’s team at NMBS and developed 
for the Lord Mayor Show to enable people 
to find a builders’ merchant anywhere in 
the country. The Company actively supports 
the ‘Get Britain Building’ campaign and the 
App helps builders and homeowners to find 
the building materials they need quickly and 
conveniently. 
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The Lord Mayor’s Show (cont)

(6) Over 150 Liverymen, Freemen and guests (wearing bright yellow hard hats 
and waving yellow rulers which will be provided) will be in the whole of 

Block D in North Stand by St Paul’s to cheer Fiona as she passes to where 
she alights from the Coach for the blessing on the steps of St Paul’s. As 

she passes (before the blessing) she will bow to the members of her 
Livery Companies on the stand, at which point we (the Worshipful 
Company of Builders’ Merchants block) will cheer and throw our 
yellow hats in the air. The cameras should love this! 

We have set up a Twitter account (@WCoBM) so we can 
communicate before, during and after the Show. It is live, so register 
as a follower now please! Just go on to Twitter.com, set up an 
account, then search for @WCoBM and follow us. The Lord Mayor 
Show team is keen on this and has also set up its own App so anyone 
can find out all sorts of things about the Show. It is the third or 
fourth year they’ve done this and it makes it easy to follow what is 
happening and comment during the Parade. The organisers have 
also set up on Facebook and are encouraging participants to add a 
page to it (which we will do). 

Photography and videos are becoming more powerful and popular 
in communicating and the Company is not being left behind. Your 
editor and Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio will be recording the Show in 
stills and video but we welcome any photographs and videos too. 
Please send them in!

On the 19th September the annual Inter Livery walk took place. 
Twenty one Masters accompanied by a member of their Livery, 
Wardens and Past Masters walked 8.5 miles around the City of 
London, visiting 40 Livery Halls. A photographer was at hand to 
take pictures of the participants as they stopped at each Hall. 

Breakfast and coffee was served at Armourers’ Hall to prepare 
the walkers for their 9am start. It began dry, but the walkers 
remained determined and in tremendous spirits as the weather 
turned wet. The photos show lots of smiley faces and many 
umbrellas! 

Mark Grove of ‘The Cook and The Butler’ served a superb lunch 
at Baker’s Hall where everyone recharged their batteries for the 

afternoon leg. The walk finished at 4pm at Grocers’ Hall. 

The Inter Livery walk is organised each year by Past Master 
Stephen Wright of the Worshipful Company of Environmental 
Cleaners. It guarantees £1,000 from entry fees for the Lord 
Mayor’s Charity Appeal. Both the Past Master and the current 
Master of The Environmental Cleaners Maureen Marden helped 
lead the walk, making sure no-one stepped out of line!

The walk is an opportunity for individual Livery Companies 
to sponsor their Master and raise money for their own Livery. 
This year, our Master and Past Master Ken Pepperrell were 
sponsored, raising £1,100 for our Livery Charities Fund. A big 
thank you goes to everyone who generously sponsored them. 

The WCoBM Charities and Education 
Committee will ensure effective use is 
made of all donations.  

The Inter Livery walk is now in its ninth 
year, and has become an important event 
in the Livery’s calendar.

page 11© WCoBM 2013 © WCoBM 2013

Annual Inter-Livery walk a success despite the rain!

Smiles all round despite the weather 
in front of Stationers’ Hall

The walkers at Watermen’s Hall

At Cutlers’ Hall



Earlier in the year, Liverymen, 
Freeman and guests had the unique 
opportunity of visiting Britain’s 
oldest salmon curer H Forman 
& Sons. Established in 1905, the 
Smokery remains family-run and 
is conveniently placed overlooking 
the Olympic Park in London. It is 
renowned for its quality and variety 
of smoked salmon. 

The visit started with a coach tour 
of the City, with commentary by the 
Livery’s very own official 
City Guide Kathryn 
Williams. On arrival we 
were welcomed with 
tea or coffee before 
settling down to a talk 
by Lance Forman, the 
great grandson of the 
Forman’s founder Harry 
Forman.

Lance explained a bit 
about the history of the 
family-run business and 
how it originally sat on 
the Olympic Park before the company was forced to move - a 
move that took five years to complete due to the complexities 
surrounding the build of the Olympic Park. Two hundred and 
fifty other businesses in the area also had to be relocated. What 
was most gutting for the company is that they had not long 
invested in a new factory before they were asked to move. 

Their new premises were designed in 
one month and built in 10!

Lance went on to highlight the 
difference in quality between shop-
bought smoked salmon and what 
is produced at H Forman. It was an 
eye opener. For example, nearly 
half the salmon delivered to the 
UK is Norwegian not Scottish, and 
takes three days to transport - so 
it’s not as fresh as you may think! 
Freshness is everything to Forman’s 

to ensure the full taste of 
the salmon is captured. All 
salmon is shipped within 
48 hours from water and 
all production is by hand, 
which is what makes their 
fish many levels above the 
rest. 

Salmon remains a delicacy 
at a premium price, but 
Lance explained how it’s 
rapidly being devalued by 
the high street supermarket 
chains. In contrast to 

Forman, where all the salmon is hand filleted, in supermarkets 
it is mass produced and filleted by machines, a process that 
means the fish has to be two days old to soften before it can 
go in the machine, reducing the taste and freshness. But it’s a 
process that also means lower production costs, and with that, 
lower prices for the end consumer. 

What’s Smoking at Forman’s?

Only the best!

Liverymen and guests get into the appropriate dresswear for the demonstration Looking good Master!
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Guiness Word Champion Darren Matson explains the process

Lunch is served - now for the best bit. Court Assistant Steve 
Turner attacks the salmon
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An impressive demonstration of a smoked salmon carving by the current Guinness World Champion Darren Matson followed 
the talk before settling down to a superb lunch where a wide selection of Forman’s finest smoked salmon was served in the 
restaurant. This included wild smoked salmon, Gin & Tonic salmon and a selection of gravadlax. 

To find out more visit www.formans.co.uk

Darren Matson demonstrates his impressive carving skills

Flock of sheep cross 
London Bridge 
On the 29th September, The Worshipful Company of Woolmen invoked the 
right of Freeman of the City of London to drive their sheep across London 
Bridge. It’s one of London’s oldest traditions. The aim is to raise awareness 
of the City’s Livery Companies and their significant contribution to charities. 

The event raised money for the Lord 
Mayor’s Appeal and the Woolmen’s 
charitable trust.

All Freemen of the City, along with 
their family and friends, were 
invited to take part. Bemused 
tourists looked on as 600 Freemen, 
friends and families together with 
their flock of sheep gathered to 
support this age old tradition. 
Our Master, his wife Sara, Junior 
Warden Gill Moore and Liverymen 
Allan Durning, Giles Bloomer & 
family and Paul Hetherington, were 
among those taking part on this 
memorable day.  The event was 
filmed by ITV News.

Little Bo-Peep, Liveryman Allan Durning’s 
daughter Lilli, herds the Sheep

Liveryman Giles Bloomer, the Master, his wife Sara 
and Junior Warden Gill Moore

by Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio 

From left to right, Alderman &  Sheriff Sir Paul Judge, 
The Master Woolman, Lady Barbara Judge, Angela 

Waddingham, Sheriff Adrian Waddingham, Alderman Peter 
Hewitt, and Master Spectacle Maker Gordon Jones



Liveryman Mike Tattam volunteered to 
fire a 25-Pounder field gun - or rather 
others volunteered him! It’s one of 
Britain’s most iconic artillery weapons 
used to great effect during WW2, 
requiring a six man detachment. Mike 
delivered an impressive shot and as 
the photo shows, he was proud of his 
achievement! A 25-pounder is still fired 
every day at the Royal Armouries as part 
of its public display

From the Fort, the coach took us to Portsmouth’s Historic 
Dockyard where a delicious buffet lunch, including a 
great selection of cakes, were served in the National 
Museum of the Royal Navy at the Naval Base. Three well 
known models of ships were on display - HMS Hood, the 
Bismarck and HMS Prince of Wales. We later found out 
that the father of Past Master Ken Pepperrell’s wife Jenny 
was on board the HMS Hood before it was sunk in 1941 
by the Bismarck. The Bismarck was then 
sunk by HMS Prince of Wales - a pattern is 
emerging here…!  

After lunch, we had a choice of a tour of 
the Dockyard attractions: HMS Victory, 

Warrior, the Mary Rose, the Naval Museum, 
a boat trip around the Harbour or shopping 
at Gunwharf, the Designer outlet around 
the corner guided by the Master’s wife Sara. 
Guess which one I chose? Along with a few 
others, I add. 
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Canons, Forts, HMS Victory, a Stately Home & Shopping!
The Master’s Weekend in Portsmouth rises to the occasion

There was certainly variety and lots of activity in this year’s Master’s Weekend on 
10th-12th May. An eventful itinerary was prepared making it an enjoyable and 
memorable time. Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio reports.

Over 45 people attended, including Past Masters, Wardens, 
Liverymen, Freemen and guests. The weekend started on Friday 
afternoon with a tour of Rolls Royce’s factory in Goodwood to 
see the fantastic engineering behind Britain’s iconic luxury car, 
before returning to the hotel to freshen up for dinner at the 
Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert Yacht Club.  

The Royal Naval Club was established in the 1860s when it 
became a sanctuary and watering hole for naval officers who 
were generally a long way from home. In 1971 it merged 
with the Royal Albert Yacht Club. Today the Club actively 
supports and encourages the sport of yachting and boating, 
among other interests, and provides a wide social and dining 
programme to suit all tastes. A superb dinner, and as usual 
great wine, was enjoyed by all before returning back to the 
hotel.

Bright and early on the Saturday morning a coach took us 
to the Royal Armouries where we had a guided tour of the 
historic Fort Nelson. The Fort, one of six which sit on top of 

Portsdown Hill and overlook Portsmouth and its Royal Dockyard, was built in the 
late 19th Century to defend against a French invasion from Napoleon III. Around 
200 volunteers accompanied by regular army officers would have manned the Fort. 
Ironically, soon after it was built in 1871, the threat from France disappeared and 
the Fort was never used! But it was kept in case the threat returned. It was used as 
an Arsenal in World War Two (WW2). 

 The Master as Vice Admiral Lord Nelson

The Conveyor that 
was used during WWII 

to move anti-aircraft 
ammunition in and 

out of the magazines

Senior Warden John Poore with Liveryman Howard Grant 
and his wife Carmel

How many glasses of champagne does Lucia need? 
She explains it to Bev Hopkins

Liveryman Steve Durdant-Hollamby (L) and 
Freeman Richard Hill (R) with their wives Rachel 

and Katja at the champagne reception

Defense work and protection around the gun emplacements 
that look inland

A Mortar

Past Masters Pepperrell & Hopkins look up at 
an anti-aircraft gun

A great dinner

Liveryman Mike Tattam fires the 25-Pounder....

 ...and is proud of his shot

Models of HMS Hood, the Bismarck and 
HMS Prince of Wales



Stansted began as a hunting estate in the 12th Century and has had a 
succession of interesting owners. One of the most colourful owners was 
Richard Barwell, a young man who joined the East India Company and 
rose to become a member of the Supreme Council of Bengal. Having made 
a fortune in India, he returned to England and bought Stansted in 1781 
and embarked on a extensive restoration programme of the estate. A few 
centuries later in 1924 Stansted Park was bought by Vere, the 9th Earl of 
Bessborough to house the family collection of furniture and works of art. 
Frederick the 10th Earl inherited the 
house on his father’s death in 1956. 
Stansted has entertained many royal 
and distinguished visitors over this 
time, from the fleeing Charles II to 
Daniel Defoe. The estate is now used 
for corporate entertainment and 
weddings.

A champagne reception with canapés 
was served in the Main Hall, which is 
hung with paintings of Bessborough’s 
family ancestors together with an 
eye catching tapestry. One of the 
works of art was of Georgiana, 
Duchess of Devonshire - one of the 
most powerful and promiscuous 
women of her time. She had a glittering but tragically short life. 
After discovering her husband’s philandering, she took several lovers 
herself, was a compulsive gambler, drank too much, suffered from 
eating disorders, went through a vast fortune and died at the age  
of 42.

Moving to the main dining room, we enjoyed a luxurious five course 
meal. The room is dominated by portraits of William, the 2nd Earl in 
Turkish costume and his wife Caroline Cavendish. 

Our visit to Stansted was a truly unique experience and a privilege. 
It was a very enjoyable and unforgettable evening. Then back to 
the hotel. I’m pleased to say that for someone who does not travel 
well on most forms of transport the coach driver did an excellent job, so much so that I fell asleep on the way back! But I was soon 
woken up at the hotel bar by Senior Warden John Poore’s round of Jagermeisters! Breakfast was quiet on Sunday morning! 

A huge thank you to the Master and his wife Sara for organising a fantastic weekend.

The shops were fantastic but I’m sure you’d like 
to know more about HMS Victory. She was built 
in 1765 and was the Flagship of Vice Admiral Lord 
Nelson during the battle of Trafalgar. She is currently 
de-masted for restoration. Fifty million pounds has 
been raised to restore the masts but another £50 
million is needed. HMS Victory, still in commission, 
is the Flagship of the First Sea Lord. She has only 
one surviving gun from her most famous battle 
at Trafalgar in October 1805. Others have been 
removed to reduce the weight. The ship held a crew 
of 850 seamen and 28 Royal Marines.

At the end of the afternoon, the coach, prompt as 
usual, returned us to the hotel to get ready for a black 
tie dinner at Stansted Park, a stately home that sits 
in fantastic grounds and surroundings. The building 
is simply amazing, inside and out, and superbly 
maintained, with historic furniture and ornaments. It 
is impeccably kept.

Lord Nelson

Past Master Roddy Taylor, Freeman Richard Hill and Past Master Barry Jackson in good company

Champagne reception in the Main Hall

HMS VictoryThe Gun Deck
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Canons, Forts, HMS Victory, a Stately Home & Shopping!
The Master’s Weekend in Portsmouth rises to the occasion (continued)

HMS Victory built in 1765 was the Flagship of Vice Admiral Lord Nelson

Lord Nelson’s cabin

One of the many fantastic, well kept rooms in the house

The Senior Warden’s humour 
entertains the Master and his 

wife Sara
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We had a good lunch in the open air, mingling with soldiers from the 
Battalion and the other Livery Companies. There was also an opportunity 
to see and handle the weapons used by the Battalion. These included anti-
tank rocket launchers, grenade launchers, sniper rifles, machine guns, really 
impressive night-sight binoculars and a Browning automatic pistol. Handling 
the weapons, especially the machine guns and anti-tank rocket launchers 
was a reminder of how strong and fit soldiers need to be. The weight of 
these weapons plus ammunition, which are carried on top of the standard 
weaponry and kit, was astonishing. Our soldiers are expected to carry their 
own body weight, at least into battle. 

Your team consisted of Liverymen 
Chris Nunn, Allan Durning, Mike 
Rigby and Freeman Ian Beaver  with 
the Master Andrew Day as supporter. 
However, your editor (who needs 
to spend less time in front a PC or 
in a car, and more time getting fit 
and flexible) was unable to bend 
his neck sufficiently while lying flat 
on the ground to see the target 
clearly enough through the scope 
to hit it consistently and asked the 
Master to step in for the afternoon’s 
competition. It was a wise move since 
the Master is a good shot. The four 
members of the team sailed through 
in spectacular fashion winning 
against the other Livery Companies, 
to the surprise of the Paviors, who 
cleaned up two years ago. Ian Beaver 
won in the shoot out of shoot outs, 

achieving a near perfect score. Builders’ Merchants also came 
top of all the teams, including the Military who performed 
strongly, achieving a clean sweep of medals. 

Then, with lumps on the forehead and black rings around 
the right eye from scope recoils, we returned to Risborough 
Barracks for the prize giving and supper in the mess. The Master 
responded on behalf of the Livery Companies and thanked the 
Colonel and the Regiment for their kind hospitality and good 
organisation. 

It was a memorable day and Builders’ Merchants acquitted 
themselves with distinction.

The winning team with 
Lt Colonel John Baynham

The Lt Colonel presents the Master with the winning prize

Liveryman Allan Durning takes his shot

The WCoBM team lines up

And Fire!
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The day was a stunning success but it almost ended in 
disappointment.

The forecast was poor and we brought wet gear, fearing the worst. The 
Hythe Ranges near Folkestone, Kent are near the sea and notorious for 
sudden changes in weather. But the sun came out and it cleared up early.

More seriously, Lieutenant Colonel John 
Baynham, Commanding Officer 3rd Battalion 
The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (PWRR) 
welcomed us at the range explaining the 
battle he’d had with the health and safety 
bureaucracy. We were welcome to shoot at 25 
metres, but not at 100, 200 or 300 metres which 
we’d shot two years ago. We listened, thinking 
it was a joke to get us in the mood, but no, it 
was a real battle. Fortunately, he wouldn’t take 
no for an answer and went right up the chain of 
command. At the last moment he won us the 
right to a proper competition and a memorable 
day’s shooting, but only to 100 metres. We were 
there to compete in the Annual Skill at Arms 
Meeting, after all. And there’s not much skill hitting a target at 25 metres 
with a scope that picks out detail at beyond 300 metres. 

Builders’ Merchants, a 3 
PWRR affiliate and sponsor 
of best soldier and recruit, 
were up against the Cutlers 
and the Paviors, who have 
past form for their shooting 
prowess. The Worshipful 
Company of Cutlers are 
affiliated to B Company, 
the London Regiment, and 
the Worshipful Company 
Paviors are affiliated to 3 
PWRR and sponsor of best 3 
PWRR corporal. 

The Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment is made up of two Regular Army Battalions, one Reserve 
Battalion and a Reserve Company within City of London. The 1st Battalion 
is currently based in Paderborn, Germany; the 2nd Battalion in Woolwich, 
London; and 3rd Battalion is based in Canterbury with companies in 
Farnham, Brighton, Rochester and Portsmouth. 

The morning was given over to weapon familiarisation using the standard 
Army issue SA80 rifle, ‘zeroing’ (adjusting the sights to the individual) and 
live fire practices against static and pop up enemy soldier targets. Firing 
was from prone and from a foxhole at various distances. The pop ups, 
shown for 15 seconds and later at 5 seconds to be knocked over, or taken 
down if not hit, were shown in a final time trial where firers competed to 
put all their shots into the target in the time allowed. 

Liveryman Chris Nunn gets the feel of a 
Browning Automatic Pistol

Liverymen Allan Durning and 
Ian Beaver examine 
the weapons

The Master takes an aim

Master leads shooting team to 
victory at Skill at Arms

Liveryman Ian Beaver looks pleased with his grouping



Have you applied for your 
Freedom of the City?
Once you have become a Freeman of the Company, should you wish to progress your membership 
and become a Liveryman, the next step is to arrange a date at the Guildhall to attend a ceremony for 
your Freedom of the City certificate. Once you’ve done this, tell the Learned Clerk Tim Statham. He will 
arrange the next appropriate date for you to be clothed as a Liveryman.

Receiving your Freedom of the City is a truly memorable and special occasion. Many Freemen bring 
family and friends to be part of the unique experience. 
Freeman Mark Bone did so recently and in his note to 
the Master he says: 

“Dear Andrew, many thanks for joining me and my 
family yesterday. It certainly made the day more special 
and as you said in your email Murray was on excellent 
form. That made it even more memorable and I 
thought he was very nice in showing such an interest 
in Alistair’s rugby. Afterwards we went onto lunch 
at Hawksmoor which is next to Guildhall. When the 
manager found out I had been given The Freedom he 
sent us free glasses of champagne!!”

Other Freemen who 
recently received 
their Freedom 
included:

• Guy Williams

• Jim Collins

• Richard Hill 

• Simon Bicknell

New Members

Robin Beal, 
Trading Director 
United Merchants Plc

Mark Bone, 
Managing Director 
George Lines 
(Merchants) Ltd

Julian Milligan, 
Managing Director 
Kellaway Building 
Supplies

Tim Rowbottom, 
Managing Director 
Collier & Catchpole

Simon Bicknell next to the Declaration of a Freeman

Jim Collins receives his Freedom of the City

Mark Bone with Murray Craig Simon Bicknell (L) with Richard Hill (R) 
and the Master

Guy Williams with Senior Warden 
John Poore and wife Linda
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Our welcome to 
four new Freemen 
to the Company, 
who were admitted 
on 12th June 
and 8th October 
respectively. We 
look forward to 
seeing you all at 
future events.

The economy is recovering strongly, but after so 
long a recession the industry is already running 
into problems of capacity. Bricklayers and other 
key trades are like gold dust, and being offered the 
equivalent of gold dust to attract them.

But it isn’t just building skills we need. Motivation, reliability, 
tenacity and dedication are also in short supply. As ever, 
building a team of good people is the key to sustainable 
growth. 

Tiger Rec is a recruitment website 
for the Officers and Soldiers 
who leave the Princess of 
Wales’s Royal Regiment 
(PWRR) and seek second 
careers. The assets which 
service leavers bring to civilian 
businesses echo the qualities 
of a PWRR soldier, and strike a 
chord with many employers: 

• Motivated to carry out a task 
to a particular timeframe 
without supervision

• Team leaders and team players

• Disciplined through extensive 
training

• Reliable with punctuality as a 
matter of course

• Well-presented and accustomed to 
maintaining the highest standards

Why Tiger Rec?

Known as The Tigers, the PWRR has a long and distinguished 
history. The Company supports the 3rd Battalion PWRR. 

The Regiment is the most decorated of all British Army 
Regiments with a tally of 57 Victoria Crosses (VC). In 2004 
Private JG Beharry became the 57th to win a VC for outstanding 
bravery in Iraq. 

The origins of the Regiment go back to 
1572 when 3,000 of the Trained Bands of 
London paraded before Queen Elizabeth I at 
Greenwich. The PWRR formed in 1992 from 
the amalgamation of The Queen’s Regiment 
and The Royal Hampshire Regiment, but 
the Regimental family tree is complicated, 
as are many Regiments, as forces have 
been consolidated over the years. The 
Regiment includes famous names and 
action in famous battles. Just listing them 
reverberates down the ages: The Queen’s 
Royal Regiment (2nd Foot); The Buffs 
(3rd Foot); The East Surrey Regiment 
(31st and 70th Foot); The Royal Sussex 
Regiment (35th and 107th Foot); The 
Royal Hampshire Regiment (37th and 

67th Foot); The Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment (50th and 97th 
Foot), and the Middlesex 
Regiment (57th and 77th 
Foot). 

The name Tigers comes 
from action in India. After 
21 years of active service 
in India, the 67th (South 
Hampshire) returned to 
England in 1826 and in 
commemoration King 
George IV authorised the 
figure of the Royal Tiger 
with the word India to be 
borne on its Regimental 
Colours. The PWRR retains 
the honour today. 

If you have any vacancies or are finding it hard to get good 
staff visit www.tigerrec.co.uk or email info@tigerec.co.uk. 

The Regiment in Afganistan

Tiger Rec: matching good people 
to good jobs
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Firstly from within the Company, congratulations to Liverymen Howard 
Grant and Stewart Pierce. Both were admitted as new Court members 

at the last Court meeting on the 8th October. Howard is the Court’s 
recognised Bursar Designate. He will be put forward for election next 
April and, if elected will be Installed in October 2014. He will take over 
from our Bursar Past Master Martin Earle. Stewart will join one of the 

comittees. We wish them the very best as they approach their new roles 
in the Company.

Other achievements from outside the Company include Liveryman Steve Mascall, who was inaugurated as the new 
President of his local Rugby Club Banbury RUFC for the 2013/2014 season. Steve is pictured receiving the Badge of 

Office from his predecessor Richard Fox.

Freeman Christine Wilde, Managing 
Director of Catnic, continues her 

successful year of awards. In the last 
newsletter, we reported Christine 

scooping two awards at the ‘Women Who 
Mean Business’ (WWMB) ceremony in 

March. A couple of months later in May, 
Christine won the Institute of Directors’ 

(IoD) South Wales Regional Director of the 
Year Award. Many congratulations! Most 

recently she was a finalist in the 
The IoD Director of the Year Awards for 
the category ‘UK Director of the Year’. 

The Company’s annual golf day was on the 10th June. This 
time it was held at Hadley Wood Golf Club in Beech Hill, 
Barnet instead of Tandridge. The event was organised by 
Past Masters Roddy Taylor and Martin Earle, who take 
over from the previous organiser Liveryman Edwin Ray. 
Hadley Wood is the home course of Past Master Earle. The 
golf course was designed by Alister MacKenzie, who also 
designed the famous Masters course Augusta National.

For the first time this year, the new organisers opened 
up the Golf Day to all members of the Livery, including 
members’ partners or wives. Linda Poore, Migs Earle and 
Barbara Naylor were the lady golfers this year to take part. 

Tee off for the 18 hole competition was at 10.30am. It was 
followed by a late lunch and presentation of the prizes by 
the Master Andrew Day.

Liveryman Ken McKeown took first prize. For the ladies, 1st 
prize went to Migs Earle, 2nd to Barbara Naylor and Linda 
Poore was third.

The date for next year’s golf day is 9th June at Hadley 
Wood - one for the diary. Further details will be available 
from Martin or Roddy closer to the time.

New venue and new 
rules for the Livery’s 
Annual Golf Day!

Winner Ken McKeown

1st Ladies Migs Earle

2nd Ladies Barbara Naylor
3rd Ladies Linda Poore

Member News 
Since our last newsletter in April a few of our members are celebrating successes 

inside and outside the Company.

Year of awards for Freeman Christine Wilde

Liveryman Stewart Pierce

Liveryman Steve Mascall with his Badge of Office
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Liveryman Howard Grant
For Liverymen who don’t know you, how 
would you describe yourself and what is 
your background? 

I’m 53 and I’ve worked in the sector 
for 25 years, starting with a couple of 
suppliers and a small merchant business 
before moving to Unimer in 2007.

In February 1988 I joined Henderson 
Hardware, a supplier in its 4th year of 
trading. It was growing rapidly, and it 
was an exciting time to join. Generally it 
was a booming time for the Industry. My 
career developed fast and I soon became 
Sales Director. 

During my time there, I witnessed a lot 
of change: a recession in the early 90’s, 
and a huge amount of consolidation in 
suppliers, but especially merchants. I’m 
sure many will remember a lot of my 
customers from those times: Hooper & 
Ashby, Sherry & Haycock, Broombys, and 
Sharp & Fisher! I could go on. However 
Henderson thrived and the company 
tripled in size before being acquired in 
1999. I was offered the role of group SD 
of Hometime Hardware, the acquiring 
company, which meant relocating from 
my home in Sussex to the group head 
office in Leeds in West Yorkshire. 

Then in 2001 I joined Hunter Plastics, 
a larger and even more progressive 
company. At the time they were winning 
lots of service and other awards. My first 
task, on my first day in the job, was to 
drive with a colleague to Somerset on a 
cold January morning to collect an award 
from Bradford BS for Best Supplier of the 
millennium year. 

During my four years with Hunter I 
became Sales Director and the company 
enjoyed significant growth from their 
merchant customers. 

I then become a ‘poacher turned game 
keeper’ and joined a builders’ merchant, 
Ainscough BS as Managing Director in 
2005. Ainscough has since been acquired 
by Huws Gray. My job was to develop its 
strong local business and especially to 
tap into the benefits of buying societies 

and groups. I applied for Ainscough to 
join Unimer on the first day in the job, 
and soon after we joined the NBG, which 
transformed its profitability. 

After a further 12 months in the ‘frozen 
north’ I moved back, for personal 
reasons, to my Sussex homeland. My 
experience of working at senior level as 
a supplier and a merchant seemed to 
fit the job being advertised for Unimer 
to head up their Supply-Chain. I moved 
very close to the Unimer offices, where 
I now sometimes walk to work! After a 
couple of years I was promoted to my 
current position of Trading Director. 
Along with my team, I liaise with both 
merchants and suppliers. I’ve developed 
a lot of new relationships here, 
particularly with suppliers. 

I have a young family (yes, I started later 
than most!) and we live on the sunny 
South-Coast in West Sussex. My two 
daughters are just 6 and 2 years old.

How closely did WCoBM match your 
perception of it before you joined? 

I hope to be fully accepted in October so 
perhaps I’m too new to comment. So far 
it looks very interesting and rewarding. 
I’m sure I have a lot to learn about what 
it achieves, but clearly a lot is done and 
the charity work in particular appeals to 
me. I support a number myself, mostly 
UNICEF and World Vision.

I think it will be a great platform for 
networking and I have always believed 
that people are very important. I’m 
looking forward to building new 
relationships as well as meeting old 
friends.

Are you a heavy, light or non-internet 
user? What do you use it for? 

I use the internet quite a lot, for lots of 
things - research, finding businesses, 
purchasing, gift ideas, travel… I could 
go on. However, I’ve yet to explore the 

Company’s website in detail, which I 
will do. 

Do you use social media such as Twitter, 
LinkedIn, and Facebook etc? 

Yes. I believe these modern tools for 
communication and promotion are vital 
to business, and our sector could and 
should step up a gear or two to embrace 
and explore them further. 

Best holiday? 

I’ve been fortunate to have had several, 
but the best is probably skiing. I’ve 
been skiing in many countries, but my 
favourite would be Austria as it’s so 
pretty there, and they get a lot of snow. 
I’m planning to take at least one, if not 
both, of my daughters there this winter 
for their first skiing adventure.

Favourite hotel? 

It’s the Le Negresco, in Nice. I stayed 
recently and it’s such an amazing place. 
Every room is completely unique, as is 
each of the five floors. It is owned by a 
French lady, now in her 90s, who lives in 
the hotel herself and has spent her life 
designing, decorating, and filling it with 
beautiful things from around the world. 

Favourite restaurant? 

It has to be the Quilon, London. Like 
so many British people I love Indian 
food, and I’ve been fortunate to dine at 
many restaurants around the country. 
There are some outstanding examples, 
especially in places such as Leicester and 
Bradford, but for me the dishes at the 
Quilon stand out. They make their own 
breads and teas, and are well deserving 
of their Michelin star. Go there for lunch 
and try one of their taster menus. Yum! 

Ideal night out? 

That has to be theatre and dinner with 
friends. 

What do you like doing to relax in your 
downtime? 

I try to spend a lot of time with my 
daughters. I like to cycle and we also 
have an allotment, so we grow a lot 
of our own fruit and veg. I am a school 
governor so I devote some of my time 
to that. It is interesting, challenging, 
and rewarding. I also like to cook, but 
eating out is even better if it’s a great 
restaurant.

Lucia Di Stazio interviews 
New Freeman Robin Beal

New Freeman Robin Beal

The WCoBM  is a great platform 
for networking and I have always 

believed that people are very 
important. I’m looking forward to 
building new relationships as well 

 as meeting old friends.



Lincoln Cathedral
For many years Past Master Barry Jackson has been actively 
involved with the work of Lincoln Cathedral and, in particular, 
the Cathedral Works Department. He took a special 
interest in building the new toilet block, built in local stone, 
entirely in keeping with its surroundings. Also, with Barry’s 
encouragement, for several years, we have supported training 
of staff in the Works Department, this year with a donation of 
£1,000.

In June the Cathedral hosted The European Stone Festival. This 
involved about 130 stone-carvers from all over Europe, but also 
from USA. It was a two-day event over a weekend in a large 
marquee on the Cathedral lawn. On the Saturday morning each 
carver was given a sawn block of stone from which to produce a 
piece to reflect Lincolnshire’s rich agricultural heritage with the 
theme ‘Food and Farming’.

I was invited to attend by The Clerk of Works, Carol 
Heidschuster. Some of you will have met Carol when she 
joined us for our visit to JCB during my Master’s weekend in 
Derbyshire.

I took Elliot Channer with me to Lincoln on the Saturday  
morning, but more about Elliot shortly. When we arrived the 
carvers were hard at work. I have never seen such intensive and 
skilled activity from such a large group of young people – most 
impressive. The work continued until lunchtime on Sunday and 
the results were judged. In the afternoon the carvings were 
auctioned, which raised over £50,000 for Cathedral funds. The 
highest price for one item was £2,600. 

Back to Elliot. He wrote to us several years ago for support to 
undertake a three-year stone-carving course at City & Guilds 

Art School and we agreed to 
sponsor him with a donation 
of £500 per annum. 
However, the course was 
not for him and he left after 
only one year to continue his 
training from home. I have 
kept in touch with him and, 
following our visit to Lincoln, 
he wrote to me to ask for 
help with the purchase of 
£500 of stone carving tools. 
This was duly approved by 

 the Committee. 

In addition to these, our Committee receives a large number 
of appeals from many very worthy causes, and we get 
many grateful letters of thanks from our beneficiaries. Your 
donations to the Charity system help us fulfill this essential 
part of the Livery’s objectives.
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Lincoln Cathedral website

Stone carvers hard at work at The European Stone Festival hosted 
by the Cathedral
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Charity & Education Update
by the Almoner Past Master Andrew Adams

National Memorial Arboretum
Those of you who attended Roddy Taylor’s Master’s Weekend 
in Staffordshire in 2009 will remember the visit to The National 
Memorial Arboretum (NMA) at Alrewas, near Burton on 
Trent. The Centre now attracts over 500,000 visitors annually 
and their Appeal has, so far, raised £8m towards a target 
of £12m. This ambitious programme continues to expand 
and develop and this year we have donated £3,000 towards 
the refurbishment of Heroes Square. The area will be used 
for important services and gatherings and is to be paved 
in Yorkstone paving slabs, engraved with the names and 
crests of individuals, ships, regiments, squadrons and other 
organisations. A special section has been reserved for the 
Coats of Arms of Livery Companies to form a highly visible and 
lasting display. You will be pleased to note that we have made 
a particular request that the paving slabs will be sourced from a 
UK quarry and not from abroad. To date, about 25 other Livery 
Companies have joined the scheme and NMA hopes to get all 
109 Companies to participate.

Museum of Methodism
This was one of many requests received this year and was 
to raise funds for the final stage of the development of the 
Museum. I was not aware of the extensive site in City Road, 
near to The Honourable Artillery Company. As a World Heritage 
Site it includes the Wesley’s Chapel (with its full programme of 
Services and events) and the house where John Wesley lived. 
The Museum is situated in the crypt below the Chapel.

The first stage of the refurbishment of the Museum is now 
complete and covered the construction and preparation of the 
site, together with some introductory object displays, state-of-
the-art display cases and an audio-visual production. The crypt 
has been restored to the original design of George Dance the 
Younger. This phase has cost £1m from funds already available.

The second phase will continue with building the exhibition, 
to improve the display of the rich art collections and historical 
items. This will illustrate the history of Methodism and, more 
widely, the history of Christianity, in a UK and European 
context. The budget for this phase is £400,000.

Recently, our Clerk, Tim Statham and I visited the site and 
were very impressed. I must say that it is well worth a visit 

individually or as part of a group – all within a short walk 
from our office in College Hill. During our visit I presented our 
cheque for £750 to Rev. Lord Leslie Griffiths, Superintendent of 
the Chapel and Museum.

National Memorial Arboretum website

Museum of Methodism website

I will start by welcoming Keeper of the Roll, Leo Martin, and Court Assistant, Pippa Latham, who 
recently joined the Company’s Charities & Education Committee. Their wide experience will be 
invaluable to us.

Every year in our Newsletter we publish a list detailing all donations made through the Charities & Education 
Committee and I think it would be useful to give further information on a few of this year’s presentations. I’d like to talk 
about three in this issue: the National Memorial Arboretum, the Museum of Methodism and Lincoln Cathedral. 



Britain’s largest outdoor fruiting olive tree A view of the Garden
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Despite being close to a main road, the Garden is a 
peaceful green oasis that sits in a bubble of its own. Full of 
vibrant colours and a huge variety of shrubbery and trees, I 
could have easily spent hours walking round, admiring the 
many superb and unique plants, including a number of 
rare and endangered species. A few spots of rain were felt 
during our visit but thankfully we avoided a downpour! 

Following a tour of the Garden, we were guided to the 
award-winning Tangerine Dream Café for afternoon tea. 
Sadly I had to leave at that point to catch my train, but I 
caught a glimpse of the many delicious cakes and scones 
and I’m sure it was superb and enjoyed by everyone.

More unusual plants in the Garden
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Sorry can’t hear 
you John!

 

What’s growing in Chelsea’s 
Physic Garden? by Lucia Di Stazio

The Company organised a trip in June to the historic 
Physic Garden in Chelsea for Liverymen, Freemen 
and guests. We met for an enjoyable pub lunch 
before walking a shot way to the Garden.

Situated in the heart of London, Chelsea Physic Garden is 
described as a ‘hidden gem’ and it’s easy to see why when you 
visit. It is London’s oldest botanic garden, founded in 1673 by 
the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries for the purpose of 
training apprentices in identifying plants. 

For 340 years, the Garden has grown around 5,000 different 
plants used for medicine, clothing, paper, buildings and food. It 
has become one of the most important centres of botany and 
plant exchange in the world. The highlight, this summer, was the 
Garden’s ‘Superfoods’ - plants, which are richest in vitamins, 
fibre, beneficial compounds and protein. The Garden has the 
largest outdoor fruiting olive tree in Britain and the world’s most 
northerly outdoor grapefruit tree. In fact it has over 100 different 
types of tree, many of which are rare in Britain.

Senior Warden John Poore during his address to the Master

The Master and Sara were on the ‘naughty’ table eating on their own...
or rather there wasn’t enough space at the main table!

Liveryman Steve Durdant-Hollamby with Freeman Jim Collins

The memorable cheery smile from Past Master John Cheele while 
partner Jennifer tries to hide - but we can see you!

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests enjoying lunch
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For your Diary…
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The Lord Mayor’s Show
Saturday 9th November

Come and support our Float at this year’s Lord Mayor’s Show and be part of 
a special celebration to welcome the new Lord Mayor Elect - Alderman Fiona 
Woolf CBE. The procession of Floats, bands, horses, carriages, vintage cars 
and much more will set off from Mansion House at 11am. You will spot our 
Float quite early - it is No.13 among a total of 155!

But don’t disappear after the 
procession. At 5pm a spectacular 
firework display over the river 
is organised to mark the end 
of the Show and the beginning 
of a new Mayoral year. For the 
best view head down to the 
riverside between Waterloo 
and Blackfriers Bridge, either on 
Victoria Embankment or on the 
South Bank.

Christmas Carol Service 
& Supper
Friday 13th December

Carol Service: St Peter ad Vincula, 
H.M. Tower of London, EC3 

Supper: Watermen’s Hall, 16 St 
Mary-at-Hill, EC3.

Our annual Christmas Carol 
Service at the Tower of London in the historic Chapel Royal of St Peter 
Ad Vincula is sure to put us firmly in the Christmas Spirit. The Service is 
conduced by The Reverend Canon Roger Hall M.B.E., the Honorary Chaplain 
to the Company, with a superb choir to lead the traditional Carols.

Following the Service, supper will be served at Watermen’s Hall, a short 
walk from the Chapel.

Further details will be circulated to members closer to the time.

In memory of Past 
Master John Patrick 

Brian Cheele

1st May 1937 - 15th October 2013

It is with much sadness that on 
Tuesday 15th October Past Master 
John Cheele passed away. His partner 
Jennifer Young was at his side.

John became a Freeman in April 1974 
and a Liveryman in October 1977. He 
was Master in 2002/2003.

John chaired the Company’s 
Development Committee and led our 
Royal Charter Task Force, both with 
aplomb, foresight, wisdom and great 
cheer. Those that worked with him 
enjoyed the privilege immensely.

In his working life John trained with 
M P Harris. He became its Managing 
Director, and the Chief Executive of 
the M P Harris Group.

He was a founder member of the 
BMF National Marketing Committee. 
John held the IoD’s Diploma in 
Company Direction and ran Board 
and Director training courses for the 
IoD. He gained an MBA from the 
University of Exeter in 1991.

John’s Service of Thanksgiving will 
be held at St Peter’s Parish Church, 
High West Street, Dorchester, Dorset 
on Friday 25th October at 1.30pm. 
Donations and enquiries c/o Grassby 
Funeral Services 01305 262338.

We shall all miss him dearly and send 
our deepest condolences to Jennifer 
and his family.The next newsletter will be issued in April 2014. If you have any interesting stories, 

photos, profiles or other information you would like to see featured please contact 
Mike Rigby: mike@mra-marketing.com or Lucia Di Stazio: lucia@mra-marketing.com

Carol Service Supper 2012


