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When I embarked on my journey 
as Master at the wonderful 
Mansion House in the presence 
of our very own, soon to become 
Dame, Fiona Woolf, I wanted 
to continue the excellent work 
by previous Masters. Little did I 
know what would ensue!

I hope I have promoted our wonderful 
Industry to other Liveries and the City. 
Visiting Masters have all picked up 
on the warmth and friendship at our 
gatherings. 

This year, for the first time, we exhibited 
at the Livery Schools Link Showcase, 
where students visited and Livery 
Companies showed the wares of their 
trade. It soon became apparent that 
not only were the students unaware of 
what Builders’ Merchants do, but the 
adults that accompanied them didn’t 
know either! Clearly there’s a lot to be 

done and we will spread the word again 
at the next Showcase in March 2016. I 
am also pleased that we have increased 
our charitable giving, with new charities 
receiving funds this year.

I can only agree with Immediate Past 
Master John Poore’s comments last year, 
regarding the positive feedback I have 
received as Master, on our Newsletter. 
Many Masters have commented on its 
excellent content and appear rather 
envious. My thanks go to Liverymen 
Rigby and Di Stazio from MRA for their 
dedication and input to the Builders’ 
Merchant. It was also the reason one of 
our founder members, Geoffrey Pidgeon, 
got back in touch with the Company. 
Not only do Mike and Lucia put an 
inordinate amount of effort into the 
publication, they maintain our Twitter 
account which is visited by many Livery 
Companies as well as City institutions.

I am pleased to announce that we 
have a new website – again thanks to 
MRA. A few of us have road tested the 
prototype, and it’s looking good. There 
are many new features, for example 
being able to click on an event that you 
wish to attend and put it straight into 
your Outlook calendar. It is much more 
intuitive by far than before, and easier 
for members to update their details or 
upload photographs as required. Don’t 
forget our newshounds are always on 
the lookout for contributions.

My year has been a “whirlwind”,  
(a phrase often used by new Masters), 
visiting many beautiful and historic 
places, meeting many inspirational 
people and making many new friends;
I can’t believe my time is done. 
I have had fantastic support and 
encouragement from the Wardens Leo 
and Steve, our Learned Clerk Tim, Denise 
and Tony our Beadle. My heartfelt 
thanks to you all.

A whirlwind year!

Leo’s Installation at 
Goldsmiths’ Hall on 
20th October will be 
a glittering affair 
at a stunning Hall 
and I wish Leo and 
Deirdre a fantastic 
year, full of fun 
and rewarding 
experiences.

And finally: Although output in the 
Construction Industry is slightly down 
this year, Builders’ Merchant sales are 
up.  As always there are calls for, and 
promises of, more housebuilding. One 
thing is for certain Builders’ Merchants 
will be here to assist, inform and deliver 
to our customers when the time comes. 

Gill Moore, Master

Leo Martin
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Member News
New Members!

New Freemen

Liveryman greets PM

And more…

The WCoBM continues to grow with 
five new Liverymen installed at the 
Annual Court Election in April and four 
new Freemen admitted in September. 
Congratulations to you all. The Master 
looks forward to seeing you at the 
Company’s many social events organised 
throughout the year. We also have the 
pleasure of announcing that Alderman 
Dr Andrew Parmley and Lord Dannett 
plan to become Honorary members of our 
Livery. More on them in our next issue…!

We hope all our members (new and old!) 
take the opportunity to attend events 
which are hosted in historic Livery Halls 
or iconic buildings in the City. Our social 
calendar is organised so members can 
meet, exchange ideas, and network 
with senior people in the industry and 
influential individuals. Many of our 
events are also open to guests, family 
and friends.

An Invitation to join a Livery Company 
is a great privilege and the installation 
ceremony of a Freeman or Liveryman is 
a very special occasion. However, as a 
Freeman, don’t forget that to become a 
Liveryman you need to arrange a date at 
the Guildhall to attend a ceremony for your 
Freedom of the City certificate – another 
extremely memorable occasion. We 
congratulate Freeman Darren Digby on 
receiving his Freedom of the City in August.

Just before the General Election, the 
Chancellor George Osborne visited 
Bence Builders’ Merchants at their 
Cheltenham branch.

Subsequently Liveryman Paul Bence, MD 
of Bence Builders’ Merchants, and his 
Commercial Director Carlwyn Coombes 
were invited to the Prime Minister’s private 
garden party at 10 Downing Street. Paul 
took the opportunity to talk to Mr Cameron 
about the construction industry and 
potential growth of the sector.

New Liverymen: L-R Andrew Weiss, Martyn Smith, Dennis Smith, David Dickens and Michael Beard

Liveryman Paul Bence with the Chancellor and the 

Prime Minister

Freeman Darren Digby receives his Freedom of 

the City certificate

Stephen Dunkley

Jennie Ward

Tony Smith

Robert Munson

While Paul Bence rubbed shoulders with the PM, his father, Past Master 
Chris Bence, completed an astonishing 100 mile cycle ride in aid of 
NSPCC, a charity protecting children from child abuse. The WCoBM was 
proud to donate from its Charitable Fund to such a worthy cause.

And last but not least, huge congratulations to Past Master Barry Jackson 
and his wife Judith who celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary in June! 
Congratulations to them both.

Barry and Judith Jackson 

celebrate 60 years

New WCoBM Website
Modern, Interactive, More informative…take a look!

www.wcobm.co.uk
We have a new website freshly launched to coincide with this 
newsletter. The website not only improves visually, but it also 
includes more, is easier to explore and navigate, encourages 
interaction among members and hopefully is more appealing to 
visitors too. It’s also mobile and tablet friendly…an essential in 
today’s rapidly evolving digital world!

Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio, who led the new design and build, will be in touch 
with each member with log-in details to access the members’ area. This 
section of the site has been a particular sticking point in the past so it was 
important we looked at how we could make it easier for members to log-in, 
view and amend their profile, and interact with others.  

Below are a few highlights of the new site but please make sure you visit and 
explore for yourselves. If you have any queries, call Lucia on 01453 521621.

New Home Page

Go to ‘News & Events’ to download ALL our newsletters 
and the latest Livery Briefing

A new Gallery means you can now 
view photos taken at main events

Once logged in, you can check and edit your entry as well as view 
other member profiles and send a direct message

It’s easier to view all upcoming 
events AND add them directly to your diary

The members’ area now includes a set of user guides to help you make the 
most of new features on the site
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Q: What is your background in the industry?

A: In many ways I was poacher turned game-keeper. 
I started out working for the Sharpe & Fisher Plc, based 
in Cheltenham as Marketing Director of their DIY group 
Sandfords. Subsequently, in 1990, I became Marketing 
Director of Sharpe & Fisher Building Supplies. The rest, as 
they say, is history. When Sharpe & Fisher was sold, which at 
the time together with Jackson Building Centres in Lincoln, 
was one of the two largest independent merchants in the 
UK, I moved as Heavy-Side Director to Jacksons and following 
their sale to Grafton Group, I remained as a Director of 
Jacksons but worked with colleagues in the Grafton Group 
companies on Heavy-Side purchasing. I retired back to my 
home in Stratford-upon-Avon in 2009. We now divide our 
time between there and London. We have a flat in Greenwich, 
the town where our children live, which provides a very useful 
base for the City. 

Q: In what ways have you seen the industry evolve/develop 
over the last 10-20 years?

A: By far the biggest change in the industry, as in every other 
aspect of the world, has been the advent of digital. Whilst it 
brings huge opportunities, it also brings obvious threats and 
is one of the biggest challenges the industry faces.

Q: Who invited you to join the WCoBM, and what did you 
know about the livery at the time?

A: Past Master Chris Bence invited me to join. I became a 
Freeman in 2008 and a Liveryman soon afterwards. We had 
been rivals in our Cheltenham days, but had always got on 
very well - indicative of the camaraderie that is such a great 
feature of our industry - and I was very grateful for the 
opportunity to join. I’m a Londoner by birth and have always 
been interested in history - I read Medieval and Modern 
History at university - and the Livery Companies seemed to 
epitomise the history and traditions of a great city. On my 
father’s side, our London roots go back a long way and he 
always spoke of the wonderful livery halls before the War, 
when he used to visit them in the course of his employment. 
He died in his early 50’s and I am sure he would have been 
very pleased to know that I’ve been able to visit so many of 
their successor halls and some of the originals that survived 
the blitz.

Q: What is the key role of the livery company?

A: The key role is to promote the profile of our industry within 
the City. Finding one’s way around the City institutions, 
particularly the Corporation and other Livery Companies, is a 
fascinating aspect of being an active Liveryman. We all know 
that the City still wields a remarkable amount of power and 
it’s always interesting to see how it operates at relatively 
close quarters.

The greatest challenge for Livery Companies today is to remain 
relevant in the 21st Century. Our Company has recently put a 
whole new emphasis on its charitable educational role and this 
is a work in progress that will hopefully establish us as an active 
participant in training and development within the industry. 

Q: When were you elected 
to join the Court, and what 
does that mean?

A: I was invited to join the Court in October 2011. Basically, 
the Court represents the body that runs the Company, and 
of course there is a formal committee structure within it. 
By joining the Court I agreed that, if asked, I would serve as 
Master and I am now coming towards the end of what is 
essentially a three year apprenticeship for that role. I’ve served 
as Keeper of the Roll and Junior Warden and now look forward 
to being Senior Warden. In all those roles one acts as support 
to the incumbent Master, serving on the Master’s Committee, 
which is the equivalent of the Cabinet of the company. As 
Senior Warden I will Chair the Company’s Events & Marketing 
Committee and no doubt be asked to stand in for the Master 
on occasions. I very much look forward to working with Master 
Elect Leo Martin and the rest of his incoming ‘team’.

Q: How would you like to see WCoBM perceived by the industry?

A: I would like membership of the Company to be perceived 
as something to aspire to. We provide, apart from anything 
else, a wonderful networking opportunity and we need 
to welcome and nurture young talent within builders’ 
merchanting and its suppliers.

I’m always told that the Company provides the opportunity to 
meet some very interesting and influential people. Certainly 
this has been the case for me and I suspect will be more so in 
the future.  Given the opportunity, I will deliver some very clear 
messages about our industry, not least that, in common with 
the building industry generally, it’s not a tap that can be turned 
on and off in an instant. We all know about the devastation 
of the industry that took place a few years ago. It is now ironic 
to hear politicians of all hues talking about massive housing 
targets, when they have no real idea about the supply chain 
or have any immediate remedies for the lack of skilled labour 
within the building trade.

Q: And what about life outside the Livery?

A: I’m married to Chris (a retired history teacher) and we’ll be 
celebrating our Ruby Wedding next year. We travel quite a bit, 
preferring sightseeing to lying on a beach, and are avid visitors 
to historic sites in the UK. I’m a past Mayor of Stratford-upon-
Avon and still involved with quite a few local charities and 
organisations within the town. It all makes for a busy life and 
retirement has been far from a rest cure, but all the better for 
that! We have two children - our son, Alex, is a TV Producer and 
our daughter, Eleanor, is Head of Corporate Responsibility for 
Prudential UK and Europe. My wife Ruth is a GP.

“I would like membership of the Company to be 
perceived as something to aspire to. We provide a 

wonderful networking opportunity and the chance 
to meet interesting and influential people.”

In an interview with Junior Warden Steve 
Turner he tells us about his background, 
views on the industry, and his ‘three year 
apprenticeship’ to becoming Master

A splendid day at York Races

Bets on!

The Vintage Pullman pulls up for the journey to the York Races

Members and guests arrive to experience the luxury of the Committee’s box

Fine dining... looks delicious Spectacular views on a sunny day at the races

In July the Master organised a superb 
trip to the York Races where members 
and guests enjoyed the privilege of an 
exclusive Committee’s Executive box, 
full hospitality and excellent views of the 
racecourse. Pre-race drinks started early 
at 11am in the prestigious Royal York 
Hotel before boarding a vintage double 
decker Pullman bus to the venue. 

Liveryman Steve Durdant-Hollamby was 
among many to enjoy the day and the 
fun of travelling in a classic vehicle, while 
listening to recollections from some on 
the bus (mentioning no names) on how 
it used to be a regular form of transport 
for them!

Steve says: “On arrival we 
were escorted to the famous 
Committee box, exclusive for 
WCoBM, which definitely had 
the ‘Wow’ factor – what a room! 
It was a real treat for everyone, 
with the best views of the 
course and first class service. 
We felt like Royalty. The only 
downside was losing money on 
the bets! So after great food 
and drink, brilliant company… 
and empty pockets, we were 
picked up by the vintage bus 
to return back to the hotel. 
Overall it was a memorable day 
and a thoroughly enjoyable 
experience. Thank you Master!”
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The Queen’s Chapel of 
the Savoy

After lunch at Stationers’ Hall we moved 
on to The Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy 
for a talk and tour. The Chapel is the 
last surviving building of a hospital for 
homeless people founded by Henry VII 
in 1512. London teems with little seen 
buildings hidden down narrow streets 
and lanes and this gem is hidden behind 
the Savoy Hotel down Savoy Street. Like 
Doctor Who’s Tardis, the outside gives 
little clue to what’s inside. It’s one of the 
treasures of London. As a private chapel 
of the Sovereign in right of the Duchy of 
Lancaster it has a unique status. 

The land gets its name from a bequest 
by Henry III to Count Peter of Savoy the 
uncle of Eleanor of Provence in 1246. 

It then passed to Henry’s son Edmund who was created Earl of 
Lancaster, and later to Henry of Bolingbroke, Duke of Lancaster, who 
became King Henry IV in 1399. Since then the Duchy of Lancaster 
has remained a private estate of the Sovereign. Over the years there 
was a Royal Palace on the site that was plundered and burned during 
the Peasant’s Revolt in 1381. Its ruin was cleared by Henry VII and 
the Hospital of the Savoy was completed in 1515 to provide a night’s 
lodging for 100 ‘pour and nedie’ men. Drawings of the building show 
a great dormitory longer than Westminster Hall and three chapels. 
All that survives is the Chapel of St John, now known as The Queen’s 
Chapel of the Savoy. 

There was never enough 
money to sustain and it 
was dissolved in 1702 
when the building 
passed into the control 
of the Treasury. The 
Chapel was gutted 
by fire in 1864 so 
the interior is the 
result of 19th Century 
reconstruction. And it 
is stunning, particularly 
the ceiling.

What better location for a Summer Lunch than Stationers’ Hall! Off Ave Maria 
Lane with its own secluded square, the entrance almost hidden from the 
street, a beautiful building with a basement entrance and an inner courtyard 
garden. As we stood chatting outside in the warmth of the square a fox trotted 
leisurely by. The garden itself is so secluded, shady and quiet you could be 
anywhere but London.

Stationers’ has an interesting history. In 1403 the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London 
approved the formation of a Guild of Stationers (booksellers who copied and sold manuscript 
books and writing materials and limners who decorated and illustrated them). 

By the early 16th century printers had joined The Stationers’ Company and by the mid-century the 
printers had more or less ousted the manuscript trade. In 1557 the Guild received a Royal Charter 
of Incorporation and in 1559 the right to wear a distinctive livery.  
They became a livery company, number 47 in precedence.

The Stationers’ Charter secured them from outside competition, but 
they had to settle their own internal disputes, which mostly concerned 
infringements of ownership of ‘copies’ or what we would now call 
copyright. In 1557 Queen Mary gave the corporation the responsibility 
of licencing and printing. Stationers policed their monopoly, for only 
members could print. Stationery copyright applied to material printed 
by members and Stationers controlled the publication of all books. They 
burned books that infringed their copyright on the site of the large plane 
tree in the garden.

In 1606 the Stationers purchased 
Abergavenny House on the site of the present 
Hall. In September 1666 the Great Fire destroyed Abergavenny House. 
By autumn 1673 the new Hall was used for dinner on Lord Mayor’s day. 

At the end of the 18th century, Robert Mylne, Surveyor to the Company since 1776, was asked to give a more dignified appearance to 
the frontage. The work was finished in the autumn of 1800. His son and successor, William, in 1825, improved the amenities of the 
Court Room. The third Mylne, Robert William (son of William), re-shaped and partially re-built the east wing of the Hall in 1885, when 
the Stock Room was given its present shape, but with the old panelling restored.

The Hall today is one of the most beautiful in London in spite of serious damage caused by enemy action in 1940. The Court Room was 
partially destroyed but was restored by 1957, and the ceiling of the Livery Hall had to be re-erected to a design of 1800.

The renovated dining hall

Summer Lunch at Stationers’ Hall

Cool fox

Admiring the detail of the Chapel’s restored architecture
Liverymen Alan Hawkins (L) and Mike Rigby (R)

Start of the tour on the history of the Hall

 Enjoying lunch

Members & guests mingle in the secluded inner 
courtyard garden

 The Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy...

...and its astonishing ceiling

The Master’s Consort Dave Moore in 
front of the large plane tree in the 
garden where they used to burn books 
that infringed their copyright

Ceiling close up

Enjoying the tour... The Beadle (L) 

with Liveryman Terry Broad (R)
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3PWRR Annual Livery Company Visitor’s Day 2015

This year The Third Battalion, The Princess of 
Wales’s Royal Regiment had refined its Annual 
Livery Company Visitors Day programme. The aim 
as always is to give supporting Livery Companies 
an insight into the Battalion and the Army Reserve 
along with a practical shooting competition. 

This year the four strong team was Consort Dave Moore,  
Past Master Ken Pepperrell and Liverymen Mike Rigby and Ian 
Beaver. It was held under clear blue skies on the bleak flat Lydd 
Ranges on the south coast. 

Before setting off we were given combat jackets, trousers, a 
Onesie, rations and the means to cook them, camouflage paint 
kit, a book of the history of the Regiment and various other 
items in a large kit bag. As we boarded the mini-coaches in 
Canterbury, we were told we’d be tested on our knowledge of 
the Regiment and the Battalion, the briefings we were to get on 
the latest weaponry, battlefield first aid and survival techniques, 
as well as the art of camouflage and observation. 

We scanned the Regimental history on the way and then paid 
close attention to the briefings when we got on the Ranges. 
There was a lot to take in. 

We saved the lives of the dummy casualties, daubed ourselves 
enthusiastically in sticky, greasy camouflage khaki, green and 
black face paint. And then failed dismally trying to wipe it off! 

When it came to the competitive shooting, we shot our way 
to the top of the league in rifle shooting and pistol, which was 
great fun, despite having to wear standard issue helmets, ear 
defenders, and surprisingly weighty Kevlar reinforced gilets. 

We completed the knowledge questions on the way back in the 
coach, but not quite well enough to come top overall. But we 
now know a lot more about the Regiment, Battalion and the 
Army Reserve.

Then back to Leros Barracks’ Officers Mess in Canterbury for 
an excellent curry with very accomplished entertainment from 
the Regimental band during dinner. It was a chance to spend 
time with the officers and men of the Battalion and Lieutenant 
Colonel Andrew Betts who has taken over from John Baynham. 
It was a great day and a privilege and a pleasure to get the 
opportunity to spend time with them again.

Dave gets into the spirit of things in his Onesie Make up removal contest We learn the art of camouflage and then, rather harder the art of makeup removal!

Ian checking out the telescopic sights and getting warmed upGetting briefed

The grenade launcher

Perfectly camouflaged! Drumming Extravaganza at Dinner
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‘Ricochet’ - A Day Out With a Bang 

If you’re at all interested in shooting, The National 
Shooting Centre at Bisley near Woking is hallowed 
ground. The main ranges are as they were laid out 
in 1890. It is vast with shooting ranges, a myriad of 
shooting club buildings and accommodation. It’s so 
big you need a map to get around - literally. 

The ‘Ricochet’ – A Day Out with a Bang – on Friday 25th June is a 
now-annual Livery shooting day. It was organised for the second 
year by the Bakers and all surplus funds are in aid of the RAF 
Benevolent Fund. The RAF Target Rifle Club and the GB team kindly 
provided expert coaches for each team. The Builders Merchants’ 
included Past Master Andrew Day, Consort Dave Moore and 
Liveryman Mike Rigby. The Master Gill Moore also shot in some 
events. Thirteen teams of three from each participating Livery 
Company competed in five events. The ‘McQueen sniper’ at 200 
yards uses telescopic sights at targets that appear briefly in a castle 
window or turrets and disappear. Target rifle is with open sights at 
600 yards. Black powder pistol uses pistols current in the American 
Civil War. Then .22 Gallery rifle shooting timed on both turning and 
stationary targets at 50 metres. 

The day was enormous fun and if it was your first time, as it was 
for your editor, it was a bit of an eye opener. At 600 yards looking 
through open sights ie no magnifying telescopic sights the target 
is tiny, and the one foot bullseye you aim at is hardly visible and 
almost completely obscured by the sights. Shooting black powder 
pistols was even more fun, but the images we have of lawmen 
shooting it out with gunmen in the Wild West, rapidly, reliably and 
accurately with these pistols is clearly just Hollywood hyperbole. 
Shootouts must have been chaotic and uncertain events to judge 
by our experience!

Builders’ Merchants came 8th out of 13 teams, and we all felt 
pleased to have done reasonably against some crack teams. 

Drinks and dinner were at the Army Club overlooked by trophies 
and boards inscribed in gold lettering with individual marksmen 
and winning teams going back over the years.

Black powder pistol shooting The Team The Master at Dinner

Past Master Andrew Day target shooting

 Liveryman Mike Rigby target shooting at 600 yardsThe Master after target 

shooting

Many members of the WCoBM have an 
interesting past, but few can compete 
with that of Geoffrey Pidgeon.

Geoffrey was a founder member of the 
WCoBM. As a member of the education 
committee of the NFBPM (National 
Federation of Builders’ & Plumbers’ 
Merchants) he was involved when that 
organisation founded the IoBM to provide 
a permanent educational body. Later, when 
the Livery was established, he was among the 
first to become a member, one of the original 
intake of 60 members sworn in during 1961. 
The photo here is of Geoffrey as Chairman of 
West London Builders’ Merchants.

But, interesting as his recollections of the first years of WCoBM 
are, there’s a lot more to Geoffrey Pidgeon’s past.

He’s from an illustrious family in the plumbing world, a fourth 
generation member of the family firm. The company, started in 
the early 1870s by his great-grandfather Edward Humpherson, 
continued as three separate companies run by his three sons. 
Geoffrey’s great-uncle, Frederick Humpherson, 
designed a range of sanitary fittings, many of which 
were patented. Most famously it was Frederick 
- not Thomas Crapper – who designed the 
‘The Original Pedestal Washdown Closet’, the 
‘Beaufort’ WC of 1884, perhaps the prototype 
for the familiar one piece porcelain pedestal we 
know today.

Geoffrey and his sons appear in an entertaining 
video, ‘Straight Flush’, made for the Science 
Museum’s Family History project. You can see it 
at http://ow.ly/TlscA.

“It was expected to take four hours to film but took eight – 
because we were laughing so much!” says Geoffrey.

He’s also written a book, ‘Busted Flush! The Thomas Crapper 
Myth’. Subtitled ‘My Family’s Five Generations in the Bathroom 
Industry’ it was heralded by Lucinda Lambton as “a most 
marvellous memoir as well as a superb slice of social history”.

And that’s not all! From 1943 to 1947 Geoffrey worked for 
MI6 (Section VIII) i.e. SIS Communications at Whaddon Hall, 
five miles from Bletchley Park. The unit handled possibly the 
most important UK wireless traffic in World War II- ULTRA. The 
information passed on was credited by Churchill as shortening 
the war by several years. The unit was originally based at 
Bletchley but the increasing wireless traffic required a larger 
aerial field and so it moved to Whaddon Hall - about five miles 
west of Bletchley Park.

He was the youngest member of the organisation and initially 
helped make agents’ wireless sets. He then became part of a 
seven-man team known as Mobile Construction. The whole 
operation was shrouded in secrecy, but Geoffrey’s job was to 
fit secret wireless equipment in aircraft and in naval craft such 
as MTBs and MGBs. And most importantly, the team made 
the wireless vans that gave military commanders in the field 

access to ULTRA, the information gained by codebreakers at 
Bletchley Park.

Geoffrey has also written a book, ‘The Secret Wireless 
War’, on the history of the unit. It tells of the unit’s 
formation and contains many fascinating ‘insider’ 

details. It is widely regarded as the definitive book 
on the subject.

His books are available from Amazon, 
and there’s more information on his 

website www.geoffreypidgeon.com

Founder member, MI6 Operative and Author

Geoffrey Pidgeon
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Browsholme Hall
Allowing for a short time to get ready, a bus promptly arrived to take us for 
our evening black tie dinner. This included a tour of Browsholme Hall, the 
oldest surviving family home in Lancashire. It’s the ancestral home of the 
Parker family, who’ve lived there since it was built in 1507. A spectacular 
building full of antique furnishings, paintings and ornaments, it reflects 
the centuries and the family members that have lived there. It remains a 
family home for Robert and Amanda Parker, with rooms maintained so 
visitors feel the genuine atmosphere of an historic home that has passed 
through generations. We walked through the Hall, Library, Drawing 
Rooms, Dining Room and Bedrooms. 

The furniture, paintings of the Parker family and retainers down the ages, 
photographs, books in the Library, 
armour, guns and swords, strange 
objects, and dark wood panelling were 
fascinating, and some were a bit eerie. 
The story behind the human skull 
locked in a cupboard in the Hall got 
our attention! No-one quite knows 
who it belongs to… but family tradition 
recounts that if the skull is moved from 
the Hall, misfortune will follow so it 
remains there. 

The hardy Parker family believe that 
unless you can see your breath in 
the air, it’s not cold! So even in May, 

Browsholme Hall was a little cold for some during the tour. But a short walk from the 
Hall to the well-converted (and heated) barns in the visitor centre by the entrance 
warmed us up for a wonderful dinner.

Arriving at Browsholme Hall

The Master with her Consort

The Drawing Room

Enjoying dinner 
following the tour

Guest Sue Rigby tries to warm 
up Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio 
following a chilly tour

The Library

Liveryman Mike Tattam 
celebrates a special 
birthday

Senior Warden Leo Martin presents 
Liveryman & Consort Dave Moore 
with a gift

 The start of the tour

The Master’s weekend
A ‘reet Lanky’ welcome in the Trough of Bowland

Thoughtfully, the Master’s ‘reet Lanky’ welcome included a dictionary of traditional Lancastrian sayings, 
phrases and pronunciations so Liverymen from South of Watford would feel feel more confident of finding 
their way back if they lost sight of the guide. 

Hmmm, so if we got lost warrabowt this…? Worrel thi do? (What about this? Will this do?)

Dust come frae Bowton or Owdam? No I’m a pie eater. I’m reet jiggered and he’s got a belly-wahrt. So with 
some brass we bowt two dowerstops (for chompin in owr cakeholes), tae and corporation pop 

The Master hasn’t confirmed this translation, but I think we’re getting the hang of this. For Southerners it 
goes roughly like this: 

Do you come from Bolton or Oldham (two towns in Lancashire)? No I’m from Wigan (Pie eater = From 
Wigan. Get it?) I’m right exhausted and he’s got a stomach ache. So with some money we bought two 
sandwiches (to chew in our mouths), tea and water 

A bit clunky? With a bigger dictionary and some 
practice we’ll be ready for our next visit north! 

The Master’s Weekend in May was in the beautiful Trough 
of Bowland, a well preserved part of the country far from the 
Motorway network. Members and guests were encouraged to 
travel up in their Classic Cars (or a car that was Classic to them!), 
where they would be parked in a separate car park and voted for 
‘Best in Show’. The Classic Car competition was just one of a few 
arranged during the weekend, with all monies raised going to the 
Master’s chosen Charity Dogs for Good.

The weekend started with a gentle and civilised nature walk in 
the grounds of Stirk House Hotel, where we were staying, before 
returning to a delicious banquet of sandwiches and cakes for 
afternoon tea! And lots of champagne of course…well it wasn’t 
going to stay civilised for long!

Classic Cars on show for the competition

There’s walking in style, and walking in style - 
liking the champagne ladies!

A leisurely walk starts 
the weekend...although 
Immediate Past Master 

John Poore looks 
exhausted already!
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of manual operation. Some machines were programmed with 
rudimentary punched cards each dedicated to make individual 
products with complex patterns and colours. 

As we walked around your editor remembered seeing a 
photograph of his grandfather standing in calf-length 
trousers and bare feet in front of a machine like these. He 
looked to be in 
his late teens. He 
said he couldn’t 
wait to get out 
of the mill and 
do something 
different. 

Then a light 
lunch and back 
on the coach 
for a tour of the 
beautiful Pendle 
Witch country, 
before returning 
to our Hotel to 
get ready for 
our evening 
dinner and 
entertainment…
read more about 
that on Page 18.

Demonstrating the machinery

Dinner on Saturday evening

Smiles for the camera!

Queens Street Textile Museum

Fortified by a bountiful breakfast on Saturday morning we 
set off for the Queen Street Textile Museum to visit the only 
surviving operational weaving shed. Our tour guides explained 
the variety of machinery and the jobs people did. In a huge low 
ceilinged room, there were around 300 machines squashed 
closely together. One large steam engine called ‘Peace’ drove all 
300 looms and the other machines in the factory. 

Workers of all ages, including children, tended a few machines 
each. Squashed closely together the machines were noisy, fast 
moving and dangerous. The noise in the room from just a few 
machines working was borderline bearable. It is impossible to 
imagine what the clattering and banging of them all going at 
once sounded like, or the effect on workers’ hearing. 

It was immensely interesting, not least because many of the 
machines were still operational and people explained how they 
worked and then demonstrated them working. We also saw 
the end products, the canvas and cotton sheets and striped 

towels, and the finest shirt making 
material. Over the years the machines 
and what they could make became more 
and more sophisticated and the speed 
and complexity got beyond the ability 

The Master’s weekend continued

Queen Street Textile Museum with various machines, including 300 looms squashed closely 
together and one large steam engine that drove all the machinery in the factory. 
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Keen Golfing

The Ladies Marg Dickens with Linda Poore

Andy Williamson... dressed for the occasion!

Liveryman Mark Mulvey wins first prize

Organisers and Past Masters Roddy Taylor (centre) and Martin Earle (right) 

with Liveryman Mike Tattam
Keeper of the Roll Brian Blanchard and Liverymen David Anderson, Ken McKeown 

and Mark Davies at the Inter Livery golf competition

One of them was having a positive round!

Winner of the Ladies Debbie Brady

Our Company’s Annual Golf Day took 
place in June at Hadley Wood Golf Club 
in Barnet, organised by Past Masters 
Roddy Taylor and Martin Earle. It’s open 
to all members of the Livery, including 
partners or wives and is well attended. 
Court Assistant Andy Williamson arrived 
dressed for the occasion and ensured no 
one lost sight of him on the course!

The winning trophy was keenly 
contested, albeit with quite modest 
scores, and a successful 18 hole 
competition saw Liveryman Mark 
Mulvey pick up first prize on the Gents 
side. Second equal was John Beesley and 
Peter Worthington. Peter took the prize 
with a better back nine! The winner 
of the Ladies Competition was Debbie 
Brady with Linda Poore as second. All 
prizes were presented by Senior Warden 
Leo Martin.

Later in the month, four Liverymen 
represented WCoBM in the Inter Livery 
Golf Competition, held at Walton Heath. 
A challenging round put our Livery mid-
table. Although not the winners on this 
occasion, it was an enjoyable day at a 
great golfing venue.

Livery happy up North…
Most Livery events are traditionally organised and hosted in 
the City of London. And they are well attended by members 
and guests. But not all members live in or around the City, and 
so it’s not always easy to travel to London and be consistently 
involved. In fact, around 1,200 City of London Liverymen reside 
in the North of England with 41 Companies having ten or more 
Liverymen in the area. In 2015, the North of England is home to 
seven Livery Masters, up from four in 2014.

Recognising this, the Lord Mayor, Alderman Alan Yarrow and 
the previous Lord Mayor Alderman, Dame Fiona Woolf CBE 
introduced the Brigantes Breakfast last autumn. The Breakfast 
gives Northern Liverymen, whether working or retired, the 
opportunity to come together and enjoy a superb luncheon 
without the hassle of a long journey ‘down South’!

The Breakfast has rapidly become a greatly supported event, 
with response from the first one so great it had to be moved to a 
larger venue from the one originally booked. 

This year, the Breakfast was held in Manchester where 230 
Liverymen and guests and over 70 Livery companies attended, 
including many current and Past Masters. Alderman Sir David 
Wootton was the Principal Speaker. He made no secret of the 
pride in which he holds his Bradford roots. In emphasising the 
ever-closer bonds between the City of London and the North 
of England, Sir David highlighted the prominence given to the 
North in the Queen’s Speech a couple of days prior to the event 
and the vision of the Chancellor of the Exchequer of a Northern 
Powerhouse for economic growth based around the cities of 
Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield and Hull.

Other speakers included Nicholas Woolf, Past Master Tax 
Adviser, and David Bentley, Immediate Past Master Baker, who 
presented Sir David with a donation to the Lord Mayor’s Charity 
Appeal on behalf of those attending. A particular thanks to The 
Marketors Company for developing the new Brigantes branding.

The next Brigantes Winter Breakfast is on Saturday 5th 
December in Ripon

Two Northern Masters!

Past Master Plumber Nick Gale with WCoBM Master Gill Moore

Northern Liverymen with the Master

Nicholas Woolf, Past Master Tax Adviser
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The Bob Beaver Memorial Charity Shoot

Charity Focus Charity Focus continued 

Dogs for Good Co-Editor 
Lucia Di Stazio

Our Livery supports a number of charities relating to the City, 
the Industry, our Company and other causes. One we raised 
funds for this year, and is close to the Master, is Dogs for Good, 
previously known as Dogs for Disabled.

Many of you who attended the Master’s weekend in May will 
recall the talented and very well behaved Christa, a Labrador dog 
that has been trained to help her owner Lynn Matthews in her 
everyday life. I spoke to Lynn to find out more about the Charity.

‘Dogs for Disabled’ was set up in 1986 by Frances Hay, a young 
disabled woman who was inspired by her own pet dog to create 
a charity that helped people with disabilities so that they could 
continue to enjoy a full life. Frances became disabled at the 
tender age of 15 when her leg had to be amputated due to a 
cancerous tumour. Determined not to let the disability get in 
the way of her life, Frances trained her pet dog to do small tasks 
for her. In later life, she took on a rescued Belgian Shepherd dog 
who seemed to know instinctively when Frances needed help, 
from picking things up to helping to steady Frances as she rose 
from a chair or walked down the stairs. 

Today, the charity trains its Assistance Dogs to achieve much 
wider-ranging practical tasks to help individuals with physical 
disabilities. These include taking washing out of the machine, 
opening and closing doors or drawers, and helping dress or 
undress. The dogs go on to help paraplegics and individuals with 
multiple sclerosis or cerebral palsy. 

More recently the charity widened its scope to help children with 
autism. Through its PAWS service, dogs are specifically trained to 
build a relationship with autistic children, encouraging them to 
respond and interact with a pet. 

As the charity expands its focus, it’s also rebranded to ‘Dogs for 
Good’. Lynn endorses the change as it more accurately describes 
what the charity achieves, which goes beyond helping people 
with physical disabilities. 

Lynn has been involved with the charity for 12 years. Her direct 
benefit from the superbly trained dogs means she’s an active 
ambassador, carrying out talks and attending events to promote 
the benefits of the charity. Her own Assistance pet dog Christa 
enables Lynn to lead an independent life and not rely on carers. 
Prior to Christa, Lynn was helped by Odee, who is now 14 years 
old and retired, but takes on the responsible task of ‘supervising’ 
Christa to make sure she does the job well!

Training Assistance Dogs so they meet the extremely high 
standards required of them is an expensive and intensive 
process that costs £18,000-£22,000 per dog.

Voluntary Puppy Socialisers start with a very young puppy and 
until they are 12 months they are trained to ‘socialise’. The dog 
is taken onto public transport and in hotels and restaurants 
so they get used to people, different behaviours and diverse 
environments. From 12 months the dogs undergo more specific 
and rigid training carried out by professional dog handlers, and 
from 2 years old until they retire at about 10 years, they are 
assigned to an individual or family in accordance with their 
specific needs and for as long as required. 

Without doubt, Dogs for Good creates exceptional 
partnerships between people and pet dogs and provides 
life-changing support. The charity receives no government 
funding and relies entirely on donations, fundraising and 
volunteers to continue its pioneering work. It is one of the 
charities the Master has actively supported in her year.

A recent charity shoot in aid of The Rainy Day Trust 
raised over £7,000. It was represented by Liveryman 
Andrew Weiss, The Rainy Day Trust President, and 
by trustees Immediate Past Master John Poore, and 
Court Assistant Andy Williamson. The Master Gill 
Moore and Liveryman Dave Moore, Past Master Ken 
Pepperrell and many Liverymen participated.

The weather was glorious, the grounds and facilities at the 
Royal County of Berkshire Shooting School are as attractive and 
as good as they get, and enthusiastic support from merchants 
and suppliers ensured a full house of 70 for this competitive 
clay shoot. 

The shoot was very well organised by Michael Dark MDA 
and the Royal Berkshire who split us up into three groups by 
experience to coach us in the morning. Then, having got us 
up to scratch (relatively!), we were mixed into teams for the 
afternoon shoot. The coaching was extremely professional and 
we all got a lot of one-to-one guidance. Astonishingly, they did 
achieve their promise at the briefing of getting even complete 
novices to hit two thirds or more of the clays on a variety of 
stands by the end of the day. 

For more information or to make a donation visit www.dogsforgood.org

Registered Charity in England & Wales: 1092960 Registered in Scotland: SCO39828

The team event in the afternoon was huge fun, and with crack 
shots teamed up with occasional shooters and newbies the 
competition was very keen. It was a success on all fronts and 
the networking was quality.

Presented by Christine Beaver, Neil Carter from Long Water Supplies took the Top Gun 

award and is proud custodian of the Bob Beaver Trophy for the next 12 months

The Builders’ Merchant is your newsletter - an opportunity for 
members to share their experiences in personal or business life. 
So please email Liverymen Mike Rigby or Lucia Di Stazio if you’d 
like your story to appear in the next one (April 2016).

In a previous issue Liveryman Steve Mascall tells us about his charity walk with 
his wife Helen to raise money for the John Radcliffe Hospital, and in this issue 
Liveryman Kevin Fenlon shares his progression to CEO of RGB.  

Are you involved in charities or politics, or unusual activities members might 
be interested in? Tells us about your interests and hobbies. These could 
include sailing, hunting, shooting, diving, cycling, horse riding, climbing, 
abseiling, skydiving, chess, wind surfing… or others. 

We are also interested in extraordinary events, special occasions or 
particular milestones for your business. Or great photographs relating to 
an event.

Knowing what members get up to is a conversation starting point when 
you are networking, and our livery provides plenty of opportunity for 
members to meet with senior industry people. 

If you want to tell us your story or suggest ideas, 
email lucia@mra-marketing.com or call 01453 521621.

Tell us your story…
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Junior Warden Steve Turner with 

Past Master Michael Pares

Liveryman Simon Lawson, Past Master Andrew Day, Past Master John Hauxwell

Those in favour say “Aye”
The annual Election of the Lord Mayor of London 
took place on 29th September at Guildhall in 
Common Hall. Liverymen are summoned to vote and 
a good number of Builders’ Merchants attended. The 
Election is a popular event and you need to turn up 
at least an hour early to secure a seat.

This year there were three candidates in the running: The Lord 
Mountevans, Dr Andrew Charles Parmley and Sir Paul Judge. The 
Lord Mountevans was voted the next Lord Mayor of London, with 
the official ceremony taking place on Friday 13th November.

The Election of the Lord Mayor is a unique and impressive 
occasion. Hundreds of years of continuity and relevance ensure 
these ceremonies with the succession of uniforms, the colours 
and the formal addresses in such grand surroundings will never 
lose their appeal.

Following the Election, the WCoBM was among many
Livery Companies invited by The Worshipful Company of 
Painter-Stainers for lunch in their Hall.

Liverymen arrive in Common Hall for the election Builders’ Merchants get ready to vote

Builders Merchants’ gather at Painters’ Hall for a splendid lunch

Builders’ Merchants don’t lose their heads!

Our Annual Divine Service was held on Monday 13th April. It’s 
one the main events in the Livery’s social calendar. It gives 
members, partners and guests the unique experience to attend 
a service at the Tower of London in the historic Chapel Royal of 
St Peter ad Vincula. 

The Service is conducted by our Honorary Chaplain The Reverend 
Canon Roger Hall, MBE, and the hymns are sung by one of the 
country’s best choirs. Following the service, everyone gathers 
for a reception and dinner at Trinity House, a short walk away 
from the Tower. One of the speeches during dinner was from the 
Reverend. He talked about Our Livery’s longstanding association 
with the Tower; in fact the WCoBM has a longest association 
with the Tower than any other Livery! 

The Reverend gave a brief history of the Chapel, which dates 
back to 1512 and is probably best known as the burial place of 
some of the most famous prisoners executed at the Tower. He 
went on to explain the remarkable support and dedication of 
staff at the Tower during the time of the ceramic poppies in the 
moat to mark the centenary outbreak of WWI. It attracted a 
mass of visitors from far and wide.

We’ll soon be issuing our new social calendar for 2016. If you 
haven’t been to the Divine Service before, make sure you note 
the date in your calendar for next year. It’s a fantastic evening in 
the City with great networking.

Before the service, members attend the Election Court General for elections of 

the Master, Wardens and other Officers as well as an update on the Company’s 

activities. At the meeting we also welcomed five new Liverymen: Andrew Weiss, 

Martyn Smith, Dennis Smith, David Dickens and Michael Beard

Our Honorary Chaplain gave a brief history of the Chapel

Champagne reception after the service…

…followed by a delicious meal, more wine and excellent company!
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The Almoner and Master 

with Mark Barkley

Mark accepts his award from HRH Princess Anne

What else...
The Master, Consort and 
guests enjoyed dinner at 
Kensington Palace
Summer Party.

In May, the Master and Almoner 
Andrew Adams attended the City & 
Guilds Medal for Excellence Awards 
at St James’s Palace. The City & 
Guilds is one of the educational 
organisations the WCoBM supports 
with funding. HRH Princess Anne 
presented the Builders’ Merchants’ 
Company Prize to Mark Barkley.

reduced costs and increased space 
by over 20%. He also negotiated 
better transportation rates, reducing 
cost for customers. By the end 
of 2013 Mark was running two 
departments and stepped up to run 
the warehouse dispatch department, 
manage a team and train new staff.

Since successfully completing 
his Level 3 Logistics Operations 
Apprenticeship, Mark has been 
promoted and is now Morrells’ 
overall warehouse supervisor. He is 
reorganising his department to get 
everyone working more efficiently. 
He has enrolled on a team leader 
course to further develop his skills 
and knowledge and to aid his future 
progression. Well done to a truly 
deserving individual.

Mark is an excellent example of an 
individual who has used his City & Guilds 
qualification to improve his employer’s 
business and progress his career. He 
started working with Morrells in 2011 
as a stock controller and very quickly 
demonstrated stock initiatives that 

WCoBM sponsored ‘The Magical 
Taxi Tour’ for the second time, 
organised by the Hackney 
Carriage Drivers Company.

Immediate Past Master John Poore andthe Clerk Tim Statham give the thumbs up with Austin Levens (taxi driver) and Sophie Burlden, Franki Allen and Alfie Allen ready for the trip.

Every year, The Worshipful Company 
of Woolmen exercise their rights 
as Freemen of the City of London 
to drive their sheep across London 
Bridge. It’s one of London’s oldest 
traditions. The aim is to raise 
awareness of the City’s Livery 
Companies and their significant 
contribution to charities.  

Freemen of the City, along with their 
family and friends, are invited to take 
part. Bemused tourists look on as a flock 
of sheep is gathered to cross London 
Bridge. Our Master and her Consort Dave 
Moore were among those taking part in 
this year’s City tradition.

WCoBM Master Gill Moore with the Master Constructor Victoria Russell

It’s a superb cause with 100 London 
taxis taking sick and terminally 
ill children for a weekend trip to 
Disneyland Paris in convoy. The 
trip starts with an early breakfast 
before the convoy of taxis stretching 
5 kilometres is led by the police to 
the ferry without any stops! The 
children were extremely excited and 
deservedly spoilt.

CEO of RGB

Liveryman Kevin Fenlon

CEO of RGB, one of the 
UK’s leading independent 
builders’ merchants, 
board member of the 
BMF and Liveryman of 
the Worshipful Company 
of Builders’ Merchants, 
Kevin Fenlon illustrates 
perfectly the story the 
industry wants to tell to 
young people looking for 
a worthwhile career. 
Builders’ merchanting is one of the few 
industries where able and enterprising 
people like Kevin can still start at 
the bottom and acquire the training, 
education and opportunities to build a 
full and rewarding life and achieve what 
they want.

Having failed his GCSE O levels, Kevin 
retook them at Yeovil College but quickly 
decided that was enough and started 
his working life in a small family-owned 
joinery business as the assistant to 
the technical director. The company 
developed into hardwood windows and 
Kevin got the chance to sell them. “I liked 
that, and I wanted to get into sales,” says 
Kevin. “I did a bit of DIY at home and the 
idea of selling and selling building 
materials appealed to me. So I 
joined Bradfords as a sales rep 
at the age of 21, working out of 
their Taunton branch. I spent 
some very enjoyable years there 
doing two sales jobs before 
becoming Commercial Manager 
which is what they called the 
Assistant Branch Manager in 
1990 at Glastonbury. Then 
I was made Commercial 
Manager of Bradfords in 
Yeovil. I loved that. Then I 
got a Branch Manager job in 
Grahams. But I didn’t stay long 
because I was approached by 
the Sales Director of Bradfords 
who had moved to Durox. So I 
had three years working on the 
manufacturing side which I found 
to be massively informative. But I 
really missed the merchanting, the 
variety and the people. 

“I’d studied and got my marketing 
qualifications through the Chartered 
Institute of Marketing and RGB were 
then looking for a Sales & Marketing 
Manager in 1997. RGB Building Supplies 
was originally established in 1850 as a 
timber importing business operating 
out of Rolle Quay, Barnstable as Rawle 
Gammon & Baker. In 1997, they had 
six branches, a turnover of £16m and 
a headcount of over 300 people. It was 
a family business that had identified it 
needed to change, and I’d really been 
brought in because they wanted to sell 
themselves out. There were several 
challenges and issues to resolve before 
they could sell out and they made me 
Chief Executive of the group within 
nine months. I was fortunate. They had 
an ageing board, so that was an issue 
to address. But they had a fantastic 
Finance Director who was 10 years 
younger than the board and I built up 
a fantastic relationship with him and 
between us with the support of the then 
MD we started 
to change a 
few things 
around. 

“We had a central resource that could 
easily cope with branch expansion. We 
had to go through a couple of rounds 
of redundancies to bring the staff 
levels to what they should be. Then in 
1999 we opened Paignton, and have 
grown gradually over the years to 17 
branches via a mixture of brownfield 
development and acquisition and we 
ended up last year doing just over 
£50m with a headcount of just under 
300 people. We are a traditional mixed 
merchant across all the RGB branches, 
including heavyside, plumbing & heating 
and decorating. The head office is in 
Barnstaple. 

“Earlier this year we had what I call a 
FAMBO, a Family & Management Buy 
Out led by Paul Turner the FD and me 
as majority shareholders, plus Bob 

Isaac from the original shareholding 
Gammon family. What will 
change? Nothing really. We will 
still behave like a family business 
because it’s part of what we 
are. It’s the culture and we run 
it as one. We will fill in some 
of the gaps geographically, 
but we know our customers 
personally; we’re part of the 
local community.”

“We are a 
traditional mixed 

merchant across all 
the RGB branches, 

including heavyside, 
plumbing & heating 

and decorating.”

Continued on 
Page 24
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For your Diary…
It’s been another busy year for the Livery, with an active Master introducing new events and driving new opportunities to 
raise the profile of Builders’ Merchants and encourage young individuals to join our industry.

There are a couple more events to note for your diary this year, but don’t worry! Our new 2016 Events Calendar will be out 
soon, revealing what’s coming up in the next 12 months…

The Lord Mayor’s Show Christmas Carol Service 
and SupperSaturday 14th November

Friday 11th DecemberIt’s a fantastic occasion to enjoy with family and friends as 
we welcome the newly elected Lord Mayor of the City of 
London The Lord Mountevans. The long procession of floats, 
bands, horses, carriages, vintage cars and much more set 
off from Mansion House at 11am. Following the Show a 
spectacular firework display over the river is organised at 
5pm to mark the beginning of a new Mayoral year.

Stand tickets are available for Liverymen, Freemen and 
Guests but will be limited. If you are interested please 
contact the Clerk Tim Statham.

Our popular Christmas Carol Service and Supper is certain to 
put you in the festive spirit, and rounds up the year perfectly. 
Introduced by Past Master Roddy Taylor, the event starts with 
the Carol Service at St Peter ad Vincula, H.M. Tower of London 
at 6.30pm, conducted by the Honorary Chaplain to the 
Company The Reverend Canon Roger Hall M.B.E. The Chapel’s 
superb choir leads the traditional Carols. Supper follows at 
Watermen’s Hall, a short walk away from the Tower. Places 
are limited so call the Clerk now to reserve your tickets.

Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants, 4 College Hill, London EC4R 2RB
Tel: 0207 329 2189   Fax: 0207 329 2190   Email: info@wcobm.co.uk   Website: www.wcobm.co.uk   Follow@WCoBM  

The Lord Mayor’s Gold Carriage Past Master Roddy Taylor at last years’ supper

The next newsletter will be issued in April 2016. If you have any interesting stories, photos, profiles or other information you would like  
to see featured please contact Mike Rigby: mike@mra-marketing.com or Lucia Di Stazio: lucia@mra-marketing.com

“I am Building Trading Director of the 
Heavyside of Fortis Buying Group and 
have just completed my first year on 
the board of the BMF. It’s a particularly 
exciting time at the BMF under John 
Newcomb, Peter Hindle and the team 
and I’m particularly committed to the 
work that’s being done in training 
and development. At RGB we are very 
committed to apprenticeships. For the 
last three years we’ve taken on one to 
two apprentices a year and we’ve only 
had one drop out. The others are still in 
the scheme. So that’s brilliant because 
there are people who leave school and 
don’t go to University and there are 
fantastic opportunities for them in a 
merchant environment.

“Not everyone is academically able, but 
still have great potential. I was privileged 
to be asked to join the Livery in 2008 
by Past Master Roddy Taylor. But I was 
ignorant of the Livery until then. 

“I am a football fan, a Coventry City 
fan and did a fair bit of athletics and 
continued to play football until my two 
children Tess & George were at an age 
when family had to take precedence and 
football had to take a back seat. Probably 
due to my aching limbs too! I’ve been 
married to Jane for 29 years. Tessa is 21, 
at Plymouth doing her degree to become 
a teacher. And our 18 year old lad is an 
electrical apprentice and started a few 
weeks ago. He is thoroughly enjoying it.”

“At RGB we are 
very committed to 

apprenticeships. For the 
last three years we’ve taken 
on one to two apprentices 

a year. There are people 
who leave school and don’t 
go to University and there 
are fantastic opportunities 

for them in a merchant 
environment. Not everyone 

is academically able, but still 
have great potential.”

Kevin Fenlon continued from Pg 22
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