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A few events that stand out include 
the Carol Service of the Princess of 
Wales’s Royal Regiment last December 
in Canterbury Cathedral. It was simply 
amazing. The service to commemorate 
the 600th anniversary of The Battle 
of Agincourt, which took place at 
Westminster Abbey, was one of my 
first engagements as Master, and all 
110 Livery Companies attended. It was 
awesome! The Royal British Legion 
Garden of Remembrance Service and 
Poppy Cross laying at St. Paul’s Cathedral 
was also very moving. And the day spent 
in the Company of the Lord and Lady 
Mayoress, together with the Sheriffs, 
at Treloar’s Campus in Hampshire. That 
was heart-wrenching!

It continues to be an honour and 
privilege to be your Master this year and 
it’s important I thank and acknowledge 
all those who have contributed and 
continue to do so with such enthusiasm 
and diligence in your respective roles: 
the Immediate Past Master, Wardens, 
and Keeper of the Roll; our Committee 
Chairpersons, Almoner and Trustees; our 
Bursar, External Liaison Representatives, 
and all those who serve on Committees. 
I would like to acknowledge and thank 
the Lord Mayor Show Committee, under 
the stewardship of Senior Warden 
Turner, who are doing a tremendous job 
in preparing our Float, in support of our 
Honorary Liveryman Dr. Andrew Parmley, 
for the Lord Mayor’s Show in November. 
I hope we will see many of our members 
supporting it on the day. 

Finally but in no short measure, I wish to 
acknowledge the tremendous support 
I get from our Clerk Tim Statham, and 
the ever willing back room support from 
Denise, Liz and our Beadle, Tony. 

I am glad to report that 
our Company is in good 
health with a high level 
of commitment to charity 
contributions and our 
highest membership to date, 
with 214 Liverymen and 27 
Freemen. We installed five 
Liverymen at our Election 
Court General in April. It 
was also a great pleasure to 
welcome and acknowledge 
Alderman Dame Fiona 
Woolf as our new Honorary 
Liveryman. 

The six months since my Installation 
have been quite an unbelievable 
experience for me and my wife Deirdre. 
Following a memorable evening at 
Goldsmiths’ Hall, the itinerary of events 
we’ve attended have been numerous 
and gratifying, with many highlights. 
And I’m pleased to say, no lowlights!
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I also thank all the members who have 
come out in great numbers in support 
of our events. Record numbers attended 
the Carol Service in December, City & 
Awards Luncheon in March, and the 
recent Divine Service at the Tower 
with Supper at Trinity House. We were 
honoured to have Richard Jewson, Lord 
Lieutenant of Norfolk, as our main after-
dinner speaker. Richard was the driving 
force in transforming Jewson into one of 
the national builders’ merchants.

I look forward to welcoming members 
and their guests to my Master’s weekend 
in my home City of Dublin in May. A 
packed itinerary is waiting and I hope it 
will be an enjoyable experience for all of 
you attending.

Leo Martin, Master
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Events 2016 - For your Diary…

We hope all our members will have received our new social calendar with 
details of all the events organised this year for Liverymen, Freemen and 
Guests to enjoy.

Special thanks to our sponsors this year, whose support has contributed to 
producing this calendar: IKO Plc, MKM Building Supplies, Aliaxis, Bradstone, 
Encon Insulation, Catnic, NMBS, ACO, Nicholls and H+H Celcon.

Much thought goes into organising these events to ensure they cover a 
broad range of interests so there is something for everyone!

You can download full details at www.wcobm.co.uk/events/ and add 
any of the events directly to your diary or calendar. 

Make sure you book in plenty of time to avoid disappointment. Email 
the Clerk Tim Statham info@wcobm.co.uk.

Key events that have taken place already include the popular City 
& Awards Luncheon in March, featured in this Newsletter, and the 
Election Court General followed by the Divine Service at the Tower 
in April. 

By the time this Newsletter is printed, the walking tour of Epping Forest will have also 
just taken place - a NEW event organised this year. More on that in our next issue!

What’s coming up…?

Company Golf Day - NEW CLUB 
12th May

Our popular annual golf day is organised by Past Masters 
Taylor and Earle and this year takes place at a new 
club in Kent: Nizels Golf & Country Club, Nizels Lane, 
Hildenborough, Tonbridge, TN11 8NU. 

As in previous years, it’s an 18 hole Stableford full 
handicap competition open to Liverymen and Freemen, 
including partners or wives, and is well attended. 

The Club is known for hosting the Henry Cooper Junior 
Masters since 1998 and is the home course of Junior 
Warden Brian Blanchard. The course features several 
lakes, providing a tough challenge for golfers of all 
abilities. 

To book your place or for more information email the 
organisers Roddy Taylor at roddy.taylor1@btinternet.com 
or Martin Earle at martin@migsy.com.
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Master’s Weekend, Dublin 
13th-16th May

The Master and his wife Deirdre are looking forward to welcoming Liverymen, Freemen and Guests 
to their home City of Dublin. The Master’s weekend takes place between Friday 13th and Monday 
16th May - 16th being for the Golfers! 

A packed itinerary promises exclusive visits, cultural events and spectacular evening dinners. 

Friday starts with a welcome lunch at Marker Hotel, 
followed by an exclusive visit to the House of Lords, 
and Dublin Castle and evening dinner at The Stephens 
Green and Hibernian Club.

Saturday there are tours of Trinity College and Guinness Storehouse. The day ends 
with a Black Tie dinner at RCPI.

Sunday explores Dublin’s Coast - Howth, with reception and lunch at Aqua before 
departure for the non-golfers! 

Monday keen golfers get the opportunity to play at the Royal Dublin Golf Club.

Summer lunch at Brewers’ Hall - 
RESERVE YOUR PLACES NOW & INVITE GUESTS! 
15th June

Our summer event this year takes places at Brewers’ Hall, 
Aldermanbury Square, London and is organised for Liverymen, 
Freemen and Guests. The Brewers’ Company is one of the oldest 
Livery Companies in the City and ranks 14th in order of precedence. 
It’s a great opportunity to network in the fantastic surroundings of an 
historic Hall. 

Following lunch there will be a tour of the Tower of London.

FULLY BOOKED!

Election of Lord Mayor - LIVERYMEN ONLY 
29th September, Guildhall 

No matter how many times you see or take part in it, the 
ceremony and election of the Lord Mayor is a unique and 
impressive event. Due to its popularity, Liverymen need to turn up 
at least an hour early to secure a seat. 

This year is particularly relevant to WCoBM as, subject to election, 
our Honorary Liveryman, Alderman Dr. Andrew Parmley, will be 
voted in as the next Lord Mayor of London. 

Following the Election, our Livery is among many others invited by 
the Worshipful Company of Painter-Stainers for lunch in their Hall.

Picture is of our Summer lunch at Stationers’ Hall in 2015
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Lord Mayor’s Show: Builders’ Merchants are back! 
12th November 

Fun for families and friends to enjoy 

The Lord Mayor’s Show is unique. It’s the longest, oldest, 
most popular procession in the world. A spectacular Show 
with over 150 very colourful and creative Floats, and 
crowds of people lining the City streets to welcome the 
new Lord Mayor of London.

In 2013 we entered a Float in support of Honorary Member 
Alderman Dame Fiona Woolf, who was elected Lord Mayor 
that year. This year’s Show will once again be a special 
occasion for WCoBM as we will enter a Float in support 
of our new Honorary Liveryman Alderman Dr. Andrew 
Parmley, who subject to election will be the next Lord 
Mayor of London. 

The preparations have started as it takes many months of 
planning and co-ordination to organise a Float. Many thanks 
to all those who have come forward already with donations 
and sponsorship. We will make it a day to remember! 

Our Float will highlight the importance of Builders’ 
Merchants to Britain’s building needs and promote the 
vast career opportunities in our industry for young people. 
Building materials will be represented by costumed 
characters (sponsored by suppliers) walking beside the 
Float. 

Carol Service - NEW SUPPER VENUE! 
9th December 

We always end the year on a high with our annual Christmas 
Carol Service at the Tower of London in the historic Chapel 
Royal of St Peter ad Vincula. The Service starts promptly at 
6.30pm accompanied by the superb Chapel Choir who lead the 
traditional Carols. If you’ve not attended before then make a 
note for this year. It’s a unique opportunity to attend a service 
in an historic chapel, and a fantastic occasion for Liverymen and 
Freemen to enjoy with guests, family and friends.

Following the Service, transport has been arranged to The Old 
Hall, Lincoln’s Inn for supper and Christmas cheer! The Old 
Hall dates back to 1490 and, with its Inigo Jones Screen and a 
magnificent Christmas tree, it will provide a magical setting for 
our celebrations.

For many years Supper took place at Watermen’s Hall. But due 
to the growing popularity of this event, a new venue has been 
sought to accommodate a larger number.

We hope you will support this new initiative and members take 
the opportunity to invite guests.

Installation Court General & Livery Dinner - ONE FOR GUESTS TOO!  
20th October

The Installation Dinner for a new Master is the highlight of our social calendar and this year it takes place at 
Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton Street, EC2N 2DQ. Our next Master will be Senior Warden Stephen Turner.

The Drapers’ Company was founded over 600 years ago and is one of the City’s Great Twelve Livery Companies. 
The Hall doubled as the interior of Buckingham Palace in the film 
‘The King’s Speech’ and provides a magnificent setting for this 
year’s event. 

The evening starts with a formal ceremony at the Court General 
where the new Master and Wardens are installed. The ceremony 

also acknowledges the role of other Court Assistants. This part of the evening is open to 
Liverymen and Freemen only, while guests enjoy a tour of the Hall. 

Following the Installation, the newly installed Master and other Officers of the Company 
join members and guests for a champagne reception followed by a black tie Dinner.

Events 2016 - For your Diary… continued

Lord Mayor’s Show... continued 

Liverymen and Freemen are also invited to take part in the procession, handing out 
giveaways, holding a placard or banner, or simply waving to spectators as we pass 
by. We would like to get an indication at this stage how many members would like 
to join in the fun. The procession involves a two mile, gentle walk come rain or shine! 
Depending on numbers we may be able to include spouses or partners, but this will be 
confirmed closer to the time. 

Stand tickets are available to accommodate families and friends of those walking, and 
any Liverymen or Freemen who are not in the Parade. The stand provides a first class 
view of the Show. Tickets are likely to cost around £35-£40. At this stage we just need 
an indication of numbers so we know how many tickets to reserve. You can of course 
join other spectators and watch from the pavement.

After the Show: A reasonably priced lunch has been arranged at Côte Brasserie, 
St. Paul’s, close to the Cathedral, and a children’s menu (at reduced cost) is available. 
We need an indication on numbers for this too! 

And if you can stay a little longer, a spectacular firework display traditionally takes 
place over the Thames at 5pm in celebration of the new Lord Mayor. 

If you’d like to be included in the parade, are interested in stand tickets and/or would like to reserve places for lunch, please email 
the Clerk at info@wcobm.co.uk as soon as possible indicating your choices and how many tickets/places you require.

Members and guests enjoy the show from 
the Stand in 2013
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Installation of our new Master Leo Martin

In October last year Leo Martin BBS, MA, FCA 
was installed as our new Master. The 
Installation Ceremony took place at the 
stunning Goldsmiths’ Hall, which is home to the 
Goldsmiths’ Company, one of the Great Twelve 
Livery Companies in the City of London. A superb 
candlelit dinner followed with 245 Liverymen, 
Freemen and guests attending to celebrate the 
occasion. His Excellency Daniel Mulhall The Irish 
Ambassador to the UK and his wife Greta Mulhall 
were Guests of Honour.

The pre-dinner Court General included the admission of two 
new Honorary Liverymen, General the Lord Dannatt and 
Alderman Dr. Andrew Parmley, and four new Liverymen: 
Richard Skinner, Chandlers Building Supplies; Stephen Boyer, 
Marsh Industries; Darren Digby, Digby Trading; and 
Arthur Duffy, NetPlan (see Page 10). 

Leo became a Freeman of the Company in June 2007 and was 
made a Liveryman in October that year. He was invited onto 
the Court in October 2011, a privilege which led to his role of 
Master today. 

Leo has enjoyed a 25 year career span within Builders’ 
Merchanting. He joined as CEO for Heiton Group plc in 1986 
and then as Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer of 
Grafton Group in 2004 following Grafton’s acquisition of Heiton. He played a key role in successfully merging Heiton with Grafton 
Group. He drove the integration and growth of Grafton in the UK and Ireland as a ‘National’ within both markets. 

The Master says: “My Installation Ceremony and dinner was an extremely memorable and proud evening celebrated with my wife 
Deirdre and family. Goldsmiths’ is an outstanding Hall and its candlelit chandeliers created the perfect atmosphere.

“It’s been a busy six months since my Installation but my wife Deirdre and I are enjoying every bit of it! I’m taking every 
opportunity to represent our Livery in the City and actively raise the profile of our industry. It’s also important I continue the work 
of Masters before me in promoting the significance of WCoBM directly to the industry. I’m encouraging members to get involved 
and attend our events, and the Company will continue to contribute to training and education for young builders’ merchants 
through our close links with the IoBM and BMF. Increasing our charitable funds for distribution to worthy causes and supporting 
the Lord Mayor’s Appeal is a strong focus too during my year. 

“I’m also involved in helping to prepare for the Lord Mayor’s Show in November where WCoBM will have its own Float again, and 
am looking forward to welcoming members and their partners to my home City, Dublin, in May for the Master’s Weekend.”

The new Master Leo Martin and his wife Deirdre

Alderman Dr. Andrew Parmley and General the Lord Dannatt 
installed as Honorary Liverymen by the Master

© WCoBM 2016 © WCoBM 2016

Goldsmiths’ Hall
Established in the 14th Century, it stands on the same spot on which the Hall was first built. No other Company can claim a longer 
or earlier tenure. Like many in the City, it was gutted by the Great Fire in 1666 and rebuilt in 1669. The Hall has been extended and 
refurbished at different points in time and currently boasts a grand Staircase Hall sheathed in marble of 10 different colours, and 
four matching chandeliers of English glass in the Livery Hall. 

The chandeliers are a talking point in themselves. Each holds 48 hand lit candles which twinkle beautifully over an evening dinner. 
It takes approximately 20 minutes to light and snuff out one chandelier. We’re told the Hall and centre chandelier was used in 
singer, songwriter Ellie Goulding’s video ‘Love Me Like You Do’, which was the soundtrack for the film ‘Fifty Shades of Grey’. You 
can see it on YouTube. 

Four large Candlelit chanderliers created the perfect atmosphere 
during Dinner

Each candle is hand lit

Many of the Company’s treasures are also displayed beautifully in 
the Hall’s Exhibition Room. 
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Installation of our new Master Leo Martin continued...

Bursar Howard Grant with wife 
Carmel and Guests John and 
Angela Southall

Past Master Martin Earle (R) with Bill Mahony, Master 
Plaisterer (L)

Towards the end of the evening Past Master John Poore 
needed a helping hand…

Members and Guests arrive at Goldsmiths’ Hall

Liveryman Steve Durdant-Hollamby with wife Rachel at the top of the 
Staircase Hall standing in front of the Longcase mahogany clock circa 1835

Guests Lt. Col Andrew 
Betts with WOI Jamie 
Jones of the 3rd Battalion, 
The Princess of Wales’s 
Royal Regiment

The Master with Martin and Philippa Lovell (former 
colleagues in Grafton)

Drinks Reception 

Bursar Howard Grant with wife 
Carmel and Guests John and 
Angela Southall

Entertainment during dinner by Eleanor Harries and friends New Liveryman Richard Skinner with Guest Katja Hill (L) and Liveryman 
Lucia Di Stazio (R)

More stunning treasures in the Livery Hall

The Master’s wife Deirdre was presented with 
a beautiful necklace by Abigail Buckingham, a 
final year Silversmith student at Goldsmiths, 
who designed and produced the bespoke piece

The Loving Cup: The Master’s wife Deirdre and guests take The Loving Cup - an ancient tradition of 
City Livery Companies

The Master during his speech

Dinner

© WCoBM 2016 © WCoBM 2016
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Member news
Our Livery expands with new members

Our Livery continues to grow with nine new Liverymen and ten 
new Freemen this year. Five new Liverymen were admitted at the 
Election Court General on 18th April. Congratulations to you all.

In October, four Liverymen were installed (L-R): Darren Digby 
of Digby Trading Ltd; Arthur Duffy of NetPlan; Richard Skinner 
of Chandlers’ Building Supplies; Stephen Boyer of Marsh 
Industries.

In addition, General the Lord Dannatt and Alderman Dr. 
Andrew Parmley became Honorary Liverymen. See page 6.

In April, six more members were installed as Liverymen (L-R): 
Tony Smith of Courtney Smith Group; Robert Munson of Robert 
Munson of R Dunn & Sons; Jennie Ward of Builders’ Merchants 
News; Vic Patel of Independent Buying Consortium (IBC); 
Stephen Dunkley of Aliaxis Building Solutions; Charles Ledigo 
of Reisser Ltd.

At the Election Court General, 
the Master also had the 
pleasure of welcoming 
Honorary Dame Fiona Woolf, 
DBE as an Honorary Liveryman.

The new Freemen are: 

• James Rance of Kings Langley Building Supplies;

• Chris Hemmington-Green of  
 The Velux Company

• Vinod Patel of All Needs Group

• Carl Platt of Cemex UK

• Timothy Allen of NMBS

• John Newcomb of BMF

• Anthony France of Ibstock

• Glynis Catterson of Simpson 
 & Allinson Ltd

• Malcolm Aldridge of Selco

• Barry Smart of Makita UK

Being accepted as a Freeman 
of the WCoBM is the first step 
on the path to becoming a 
Liveryman. Freemen are awarded 
the Freedom of the City at a 
special ceremony at Guildhall 
before they are installed as 
Liverymen.

Other Member news
We congratulate Liveryman Andy 
Williamson on becoming a Court 
Assistant. Andy is Group MD of 
IKO plc and has been a Liveryman 
of the Company since 2008.  His 
advancement to Court Assistant 
sets him on the path to becoming 
Master, subject to election. Andy 
is an active member of the Livery 
Company and a leading figure 
in our industry, which will stand 
him in good stead as he prepares 
for this significant role. 

Last but not least, huge 
congratulations to Liveryman 
Peter Stephens, Managing 
Director of John A Stephens Ltd. 
In the New Year Honours list 
2016 he received an MBE for 
Services to Business and the 
Community in Nottingham.

The popular Inter-Livery Pancake Race took place in February at Guildhall Yard. Our Master achieved a 
creditable joint third place running in stylish brogues! 

Organised by the Poulters’ Company, it’s 
a fun and colourful event. Entrants can 
enter in their regalia or fancy dress and 
need to run about 60 yards each way, 
tossing the pancake in designated zones. 

The Master says: “It was a great day and 
a great atmosphere, but there are lessons 
to be learnt! Wear proper running shoes 

for a start… and maybe don’t opt for the 
full regalia…

“Running in my brogues was not 
intentional but it was too late to change 
when I realised, so I went for it fully 
robed and chained and managed to toss 
the pancake twice! I was really pleased to 
get in joint third - and surprised 

I survived - although I can’t say the same 
for my shoes! All good fun and I would 
fully recommend it for our next Master.”

After the race a wonderful buffet lunch 
was organised in the Guildhall Crypt.

And they’re off

The Master goes for it in his brogues

Lining up ready for action

Master runs in style 
in Annual Livery Pancake Race



New Freeman John Newcomb 
with the Master

Past Master Michael Pares with 
now Liveryman Robert Munson 
accepting his Freedom of the 
City at Guildhall

Liveryman Peter Stephens with 
his wife Alyce

Liveryman and new Court 
Assistant Andy Williamson
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Our Livery is engaged, through our charity work, with educational awards and supporting the 
training of individuals in and outside the industry. Our recent participation at the Livery Schools 
Link (LSL) Showcase in Guildhall is a good example. We exhibited for the first time last year, and 
following a successful event, 
we committed to it again this 
year. It’s a great opportunity to 
raise the profile of our industry 
amongst young students.

The LSL is a volunteer organisation 
supporting education. The Showcase 
is targeted at 14-17 year olds and the 
aim is for them to learn about the range 
of career opportunities in the trades, 
industries and professions each Livery 
company represents. It recognises that 
students need more than classroom 
teaching to help them with their future 
career choices. 

Over 600 students from 25 schools 
across London attended with their 
teachers. They were able to talk to each of the 30 Livery 
Companies exhibiting on the day, as well as have some fun 
with some practical activities and competitions.

Past Master John Poore, Immediate Past 
Master Gill Moore, and Liveryman Andrew 
Pine represented WCoBM. They explained 
to students what builders’ merchants do 
and what our industry offers in builders’ 
merchanting or with a supplier of 
building materials. Bright yellow bags and 
giveaways had been organised for the 
event, which included rulers and a stress 
brick. There was certainly no missing the 
yellow bags!

WCoBM stand - ready for action!

Liveryman Andrew Pine engages with the students

Can’t miss those yellow bags!

Giveaways for students

And there they are again!

© WCoBM 2016 © WCoBM 2016

Builders’ Merchants: A great industry to work in

Students note down what 
they think a builders’ 
merchant does

PM Poore also had the great idea of asking students to note 
down what they thought a builders’ merchant did. Below are 
some of the comments. It was reassuring that most were aware 
of the basic principle of a merchant business.

Overall it was an extremely successful event, and one we look 
forward to participating in again next year.

Thanks to David Hodgkinson for the photographs 
www.sweetmoon.com

Supply the equipment needed to build something

Help with all aspects of
 building 

and architecture.

Supply materials for the builders

Builders’ merchants 

sell and trade materials 

needed for a building.

Help build buildings and provide various 
materials to aid people to build buildings.

A builders’ merchant is a person who provides materials essential for the building environment.

Builders’ merchants build houses, hotels, sta
diums 

and provide shelters for people.

Transport materials 
required for building.

Builders’ merchants 

sell to small and big 

building companies, 

selling them tools 

and materials.

Build Structures. Keep London buildings safe.
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5th City & Awards Luncheon

In March we hosted our popular City & Awards 
luncheon at the historic Saddlers’ Hall. It’s an 
important event in the Company’s calendar, 
recognising achievements of individuals in 
the industry and in organisations the Livery 
supports. It’s also a key networking opportunity 
for members and their guests to meet senior 
industry and City figures. This year our Guest of 
Honour was Sheriff Dr. Christine Rigden. 

The day started for guests with a tour of the Hall, which was 
originally built in the late 14th Century between Cheapside 
and Gutter Lane. The Hall has been rebuilt a few times 
over the centuries due to disasters such as the Great Fire of 
London. The current one constructed in 1956 still stands on 
part of the site of the first Hall between St Vedast’s Church 
and Gutter Lane, just a short walk from St Paul’s Cathedral. 
It’s impressive with bespoke period furniture, historical 
antiquities and superb paintings.

The King’s Champion Saddle is one of the 
Hall’s treasures. It is held on loan due to the 
generosity of the present Queen’s Champion, 
Lt Col J L M Dymoke OBE DL, Lord of the 
Manor of Scrivelsby. The leather saddle, 
covered with red silk velvet and ornamented 
with silver-gilt lace, braid and fringe, was 
probably used at the coronation of George 
the Third in 1760. 

Following the tour, a champagne reception 
and delicious three course meal gave 
members and guests plenty of opportunity 
to mingle before the speeches and award 
presentations.

...OK we’re listening

The King’s Champion Saddle

Superb paintings and décor add character to the Livery Hall

The Master with Guest of Honour Sheriff Dr. Christine Rigden

More networking for Liveryman Shanker Patel

Liverymen Neil Hemmington (L) and Shanker Patel (R)

Guests Mark Oliver (L) and Mike Murphy (R)

The Master & Senior Warden greet guests Jamie Atkinson 
and Charlotte Sanders-Yeomans

Ready for action

Guest of Honour Sheriff Dr. Christine Rigden with the Master Leo Martin
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5th City & Awards Luncheon continued...

Guest Matthew Carter with Liveryman Fiona Russell-Horne

Guest of Honour Sheriff Dr. Christine Rigden talks to one of the guests

Everyone’s busy networking including new Liveryman Vic Patel

Liverymen Christine Wilde and Neil Hemmington

Past Master Gary Hopkins (R) with one of the BMF award winners Mark Whithall

© WCoBM 2016 © WCoBM 2016

New Honorary Liveryman Alderman Dame Fiona Woolf enjoying the 
networking too...

Past Master Michael Pares next to new 
Liverymen Robert Munson and Charles Ledigo

The Master welcomes 
members and guests 

during his speech 
before presenting a 

cheque to the Sheriff

The Sheriff with guest Lt. Col. Andrew Betts  (L-R) Liverymen Charles Ledigo, Mark Bone, Shanker Patel, 
Mike Murphy and Mark Mulvey

BMF students and prize winners Mark Whithall (R) and Rebecca Hill 

The Master’s wife Deirdre with guest Stephen Rigden

They won’t notice us talking...



page 18

5th City & Awards Luncheon
continued...

The Master and Sheriff presented the prizes to all winners. These included four nominated by BMF for their 
achievements in MOL modules. Three of the four are from MKM Building Supplies.

Gerard Hull of MKM won First Prize with 10 MOL points 
and 2 distinctions. He received a tankard and cheque for 
£1,000, which was accepted by MKM CEO Philip Johns on 
Gerard’s behalf. The Second Prize of a tankard and a £500 
cheque went to Matthew Cobb of MKM who had 8 points 
with 1 distinction and 1 credit. Joint third with 5 points 
and 1 distinction was Mark Withall of MKM and Rebecca 
Hill of Howarth Timber. Both received a cheque for £300 
with a tankard for Mark and goblet for Rebecca.

The Master comments: “We congratulate all the winners on their achievements. They work extremely hard and it was a 
pleasure to recognise and reward their focus and determination. It was a successful afternoon in superb surroundings and a 
special thanks to our Guest of Honour Sheriff Dr. Christine Rigden for contributing to an important event.”

The event also celebrated the success of Andrew Harries 
of LBS Builders Merchants as the BMF Campus Winner. 
Based in LBS’s Pembroke Dock branch, Andrew registered 
on BMF Campus in September 2015 and has completed 
128 e-learning courses with an average passing score 
of 82%. The award was accepted by BMF’s Managing 
Director John Newcomb on behalf of Andrew.

Presentation of awards and prizes

BMF students with their prizes

Private Daines and Private Stockle Ordinary Cadet Kyle Mclellan Stone Carver Lawrence Dennison

BMF MD and Freeman John Newcomb accepts the ‘Campus Winner’ 
prize on behalf of Andrew Harries
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Past Master Andrew Adams has been our Almoner for nearly nine years. He steps down later this 
year, handing the reins to Past Master John Poore. 

Andrew’s knowledge and skill has been invaluable, evident in more recent times when new 
developments from the Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) meant setting up new systems and 
reconciling data. We thank him for his great dedication and contribution.

In this article Andrew talks about those changes, his time with the Clerk and leaving the 
responsibilities of Almoner in good hands.

“Those who attended the Election Court General will be 
aware that there is change in the air. Our Learned Clerk has 
announced his intention to retire at the Installation Court on 
20th October. I played a large part in the search for a new Clerk, 
when Tim’s predecessor, Sheila Robinson, retired in 2006. Tim 
and I have worked together since then, initially when I was 
Master, and then, since 2007, when I was appointed Almoner. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed working with Tim and am always 
amazed by all the people he knows in the City. Many times, 
when I have been to an event with him, he has said: “I want 
you to meet ….”

“I have held the office of Almoner 
for nearly nine years and the 
time has come for me to 
move on. Actually, I had been 
planning to step aside about 
two years ago but the changes 
made by the Charities Aid 
Foundation (CAF) at the end 

of 2013, and the resulting 
confusion, would have 
made everything very 
difficult for an incoming 
Almoner. We were 
left with overlapping 
responsibilities and no 
clear guidance about 
the responsibilities of 

the Almoner.

“The changes meant 
that all donors registered 
with CAF prior to 
01/12/2013 would 
continue to have their 
charitable donations 
handled by CAF and 
all Gift Aid claims for 
those donors would be 
made to HMRC by CAF. 

However, it emerged 
that the records held by 

CAF were inadequate and 

that we were not getting the full benefit of Gift Aid claims. It 
took around six months to resolve all of these irregularities and 
to ensure that our own details coincided with those held by 
CAF. A large spreadsheet was downloaded from CAF and now 
forms the basis of the Almoner’s work. It will need to be kept 
up-to-date indefinitely.

“Administration of all new donations set up from 01/12/2013 
is now the responsibility of the Almoner. This involves setting 
up new standing orders with donors’ Banks and making any 
Gift Aid claims directly with HMRC together with maintenance 
of supporting documents. The Almoner must be registered 
at HMRC as an “Authorised Official” and the Bursar and Clerk 
as “Responsible Persons”.  All this has been done and is now 
working smoothly.  So far I have made six claims to HMRC and 
refunds have been received remarkably efficiently.  

“At the Election Court on April 
18th Past Master John Poore was 
elected as our new Almoner to 
be installed in October. We are 
most fortunate to have available 
such a well-qualified person and 
I know that John will use his 
extensive talents and experience, 
not to mention his vast range of 
contacts, for the benefit of the 
Company. I am sure he will bring 
a fresh approach to the Almoner’s 
position and I wish him every 
success in that important office. 

“I would like to leave you with a few thoughts about the 
Almoner’s role. It has given me great satisfaction working for 
the Company and I would like to thank everyone for all the 
help and support which I have received. That is particularly true 
of our Clerk, Tim, and Denise in the office. Nothing is ever too 
much trouble. Thank you both for everything.” 

Andrew Adams

Past Master John Poore

Our Almoner steps down…

Other individuals and organisations to benefit from the support of our charitable fund included Private Daines and Private 
Stockle of The 3rd Battalion, Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment who were awarded prizes for Best Recruit and Best Soldier 
respectively; Ordinary Cadet Kyle Mclellan of the Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadet Unit who progressed from Junior Cadet; Stone 
Carver Lawrence Dennison nominated by the City & Guilds of London Art School; and resident Pianist Jinah Shim who is in the 
final year of her Masters at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama.
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Charity Fund Donors 2015
In every April issue of the Newsletter we publish a list of donors and the donations made by our Company during the last year. 

Please note, the information in this issue covers the period 01.10.2014 to 30.09.2015 and not the 2015 calendar year. Information 
on donors and donations after this period will be reported in April 2017.

The Company would like to thank all those names below for their most generous donations. Without your contributions the Livery 
would not be able to support the many worthy causes listed on Page 21.

I’d like to use this opportunity to remind all Liverymen and Freemen to advise the Clerk of any change of address. This is very 
important for when we make a claim to HMRC for Gift Aid repayments. The address of every donor needs to be submitted and I’m 
aware our information is not always up-to-date. As Almoner I am legally responsible for that data. If you have recently moved but 
not informed the Clerk, can I ask you do so as soon as possible.

Andrew Adams, Almoner 
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Donors 2015

Charity focus

Charity Fund Donations 2015 
These donations arise from discussions at the Charities & Education Committee meetings and fall into four broad groups: 

• The Builders’ Merchants Industry

• The City

• The Company 

• General category

Last year we donated nearly £26,000 to charities or other worthy causes that fall within the above four groups.

A large number of requests and appeals are received from a very wide range of charities and individuals and these must be carefully 
assessed to decide which ones to support and how much to donate. All this must be done within certain parameters and within a 
budget prepared by our Bursar.   

Builders’ Merchants 

Builders’ Merchants £500

Commonwealth Forestry Association £250

Construction Youth Trust £500

Rainy Day Trust £1,000

Timber Trades Benevolent Society £500

£2,750

City

Barts & the London Charity £250

City & Guilds of London Institute £250

City & Guilds of London Art School £250

City & Guilds nominated Prizewinner - Mark Bartley £500

Guildhall School of Music & Drama £500

Lord Mayor's Appeal £2,000

Mansion House Scholarship Scheme £250

St Cecilia Musicians Benevolent Fund £250

St Paul's Foundation £1,000

Sheriffs’ and Recorder’s Fund £500

Shrieval Chain - Bowman £50

Shrieval Chain - Rigden £50

United Guilds Service £150

 £6,000

Company

Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment (special fund) £2,000

Tower of London Appeal Fund £1,000

Master's Nomination (2015 Dogs for the Disabled)  £250

Master's Nomination (2015 Clink Restaurant)  £300
 

Master's Nomination (2015 PWRR Benevolent Fund) £350

Senior Warden's Nomination (2015 MS Research) £484

Junior Warden's Nomination (2015 SMS Support UK) £250

Bursar's Nomination (2015 VISTA)  £250

Almoner's Nomination (2015  N Staffs Radiation) £250

 £5,134

General Donations

BartsHeart Centre £1,000

Beckenham & Dulwich SCC £1,000

Canterbury Cathedral £1,000

Children's Magic Taxi Tour £1,400

Cure Parkinsons Trust £250

Oliver Dorman £250

Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust £500

Late Onset Myestenia Gravis Research (D Ridgeon) £200

Lincoln Cathedral £1,000

Livery Schools Link (Membership) £100

London Air Ambulance £500

NSPCC (Bence) £250

Opportunity International £250

Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust £500

Prince's Regeneration Trust £1,000

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal £300

Jinah Shim (Guildhall School) £100

Sons of Clergy £250

Treloar's Trust £500

Felicity Turner (Guildhall School of Music & Drama) £500

William Wilberforce Trust £1,000

£11,850

Total of all donations £25,734

Donations made in 2015
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This annual WET10 City Water Debate is organised by a group of 
water-related Livery Companies. This year the debate took place in 
February at Glaziers’ Hall and focused on ‘How will London Manage 
a Drought?’ It was an interesting and lively debate, especially as 
large areas of the country were at the time recovering from severe 
flooding!

Speakers were Mr Martin Baggs, CEO of Thames Water, and 
Mr Mike Woolgar, Market Director Water for Atkins Ltd. Attendance 
from WCoBM included the Master, Immediate Past Master Gill 
Moore, Senior Warden Steve Turner, Junior Warden Brian Blanchard, 
Liveryman Steve Durdant-Hollamby with Guest Michael White, 
Liveryman Dave Moore, and Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio. A reception 
after the event allowed for further discussion and debate over wine and canapés.

Details of future debates will be circulated to all members.

WET10 City Water Debate

What else has the Master and our Livery been up to…?

The London’s Air Ambulance  

Autumn Reception
Following the 
service, supper was served 
at Watermen’s Hall where everyone enjoyed a 
delicious meal, accompanied as usual by great wine and port!

Christmas Cheer!

Supper at Watermen’s Hall

Poppy planting Service St Paul’s Cathedral

Described as ‘an amazing experience’ by the Master, the 

Service took place on 2nd November with all 110 Livery 

Companies participating.

Treloar Gala Dinner
The Master and his wife Deirdre attend the Treloar Gala Dinner at Mansion House by kind permission of the Lord Mayor. All money raised went to support Treloar’s children and young people enabling them to have a brighter, more independent future.

The Lord Mayor of Dublin’s Coach

The Lord Mayor’s Show

Our Master and Clerk attended the London’s Air Ambulance Autumn 
Reception at Plaisterers’ Hall in October. The charity used the 
opportunity to share the clinical and operational work undertaken by 
the team in the past year, and thank the generosity of its supporters, 
trusts, foundations and livery companies that help to keep its 
advanced trauma team in the air and on the streets. 

Our annual Christmas Carol Service took place at the Tower of 
London in the historic Chapel Royal of St Peter Ad Vincula. It’s a 
unique experience to attend a service in such an historic chapel, 
and a fantastic occasion for members to enjoy with guests, 
family and friends.

The Master and Wardens braved the wet weather in last year’s 
Lord Mayor’s Show. The Master also sent in a photo of the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin’s Coach, which was allowed out of the Irish City 
for the first time in 250 years to commemorate the 800 year 
anniversary of the Show. Dublin is home to our current Master 
so it was a proud moment to catch. 

The Past Masters’ lunch was held in February at Furniture Makers’ Hall 
with 13 Past Masters from our Livery attending. The Furniture Makers 
were instrumental in the formation of WCoBM. We hope to interview 
Past Master David Hesketh for the next issue of the Builders’ Merchant, 
who will tell us more…

Many thanks to Past Master Graham Ballinger for the photo.

Past Masters’ Lunch
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The next Newsletter will be issued in October 2016. If you have any interesting stories, photos, profiles or other information you would like  
to see featured please contact Mike Rigby: mike@mra-marketing.com or Lucia Di Stazio: lucia@mra-marketing.com

 

 

Don’t forget!

Obituaries
It is with sadness that we report the 
death of Past Master Maurice Vinden 
aged 96. He leaves two daughters 
Elizabeth and Diana. The funeral and 
thanksgiving service took place in 
February at his Parish Church near 
Ipswich. 

Maurice was Master of our Livery in October 
1984 . He had a long life, but he was a survivor. 
A Japanese prisoner of war for three years, he 
worked on the ‘Death Railway’ and somehow pulled through after a 
mastoid operation without anaesthetic! He got an infection through being 
rifle-butted in the camp after he protested about a fellow prisoner being 
beaten up. The operation was critical to his survival. 

Past Master Gandy has kindly agreed to write an appreciation of Past 
Master Vinden for the next Newsletter.

We are also sorry to 
report that Sir Richard 
Nichols recently passed 
away aged 77. He 
leaves his wife Shelagh 
and three children 
Johnny, Vicky and Tom. 

Some of you will have 
fond memories of Sir 
Richard from when 
he was President of 
Candlewick Ward 
Club. He was Lord Mayor of London in 1997-98, 
Chancellor of the University of Ulster 2002-
2010, and Master of the Worshipful Company of 
Makers of Playing Cards.

The Grange Hotel Group – special rates available!
A reminder that the Livery has a deal with Grange Hotels, offering special rates to members 
to stay at the 5 star hotel. The reference to quote when you book is ID-21842. The deal is 
available all year round and not just for Livery functions. Make sure you take full advantage of 
it. It represents excellent value for money especially at weekends.

Update your Member’s page @ www.wcobm.co.uk 
The feedback on our newly launched website has been positive and many 
members have been logging into the members’ area to check or amend their 
details. If you haven’t done so yet, please do so and don’t forget to load up a photo 
so we can put faces to names! 

If you’d like help accessing the Member’s page, email Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio at  
lucia@mra-marketing.com or call Lucia on 01453 521621.

Accessorise!
With new members joining recently, it’s probably a 
good time to remind everyone about our range of livery 
accessories. We have ties, pins and cufflinks available to all 
members. Ties are £20 each, Cuff links are £20 a pair and 
the Pins are free. Make sure you have yours to avoid any 
fines at future events! All accessories are available from the 
Clerk Tim Statham. 


