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Tempus Fugit!

Where has the last year gone? 

For Deirdre and I it’s been an 
amazing journey. We visited many 
great Livery Halls including The 
Mansion House, Guildhall and, of 
course, a highlight, Buckingham 
Palace. In addition the Cathedrals: 
St Pauls, Westminster Abbey and 
Canterbury Cathedral.

There have been serious...and not so 
serious events. The Big Curry Lunch, The 
Masters’ Pancake Races in Guildhall Yard, 
not to be outdone by the Sheep Drive on 
London Bridge! 

Being Master of this wonderful Company 
is a true privilege and honour which 
I acknowledge with gratitude. Apart 
from our involvement in City and Livery 
events and activity, there is some serious 
commentary required. 

Our numbers continue to increase, 
with 204 Liverymen and 24 Freemen. 

However, it is with a note of sadness 
that I must record the loss of three Past 
Masters this year: Past Master Maurice 
Vinden (1984/5), Past Master John 
Hauxwell (1997/8), and Past Master 
John O’Carroll-Bailey (2007/8). All three 
had a huge impact on the growth and 
flourishing of this Company. We send 
our heartfelt condolences to Maurice’s 
daughters, and to Barbara and Jean and 
their families. 

On a lighter note, the Master’s Weekend 
in Dublin in May was I believe a great 
success. Good company, good weather, 
good venues, good fare and a record 
67 of us to enjoy the fun! I want to 
thank you, the participants, one and all, 
for coming to Dublin and making it a 
memorable event for Deirdre, Claudia 
and me to host. 

The Company’s finances are in good 
shape, and, despite market turbulence 
in 2016, stood at end September this 
year at the highest level to date. Our 
disbursement level in the current year 
at £35,000 is the highest the Charitable 
Fund has achieved in its history. Our 
Almoner for the past 10 years, Andrew 
Adams steps down later this month and 
I would like to pay a particular tribute 
to Past Master Adams. He has enjoyed a 
wonderful ‘Watch’ and has served this 
Company exceptionally well. 

Also sincere thanks to Past Master Ken 
Pepperrell who has recently passed the 
Chair of the Election Committee, after 
six years in tenure, to Past Master Gill 
Moore. Many thanks, Ken, you have done 
a stellar job and have brought in many 
distinguished members to the Livery 
under your astute Chairmanship. 

One of my favourite activities during the 
year was the Company’s involvement 
with Beckenham and Penge Sea 
Cadets. It is wonderful to experience 

the commitment to the Cadets from 
dedicated people with so little resource. 
The welcome we receive is immense, 
and the appreciation for our support 
uplifting. We have made an exceptional 
one-off donation towards a replacement 
mini-bus. Having sought and received 
approval from the Court, I am opening 
an ‘Appeal’ to the full Livery to support 
this special cause individually. Believe 
me when I say every pound donated 
brings huge rewards to the Corps. So 
please give generously. 

I now turn my attention to our Learned 
Clerk, Tim. I am the 10th Master to pass 
through Tim’s very capable hands.

Master, Leo Martin with wife Deirdre
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He has been an exemplary Clerk who has 
brought nothing but praise and goodwill 
within the Livery towards the Company. 
From Deirdre’s and my perspective, Tim 
has been an enormous asset in our year, 
with guidance, gentle nudges when 
needed and overall an amazing resource. 
As I said recently at our celebration 
of Tim’s great service, Tim was strict 
without being severe, directional 
without being dictatorial and above all 
personable without being patronising. 
He guided us through the City, the Livery 
and the Protocol seamlessly. What an 
asset. It will always be my memory that 
we had the most amazing ‘Sir Humphrey 
Appleton’ at our beck and call. From both 
of us, Tim, thank you so much. I am sure, 
from the entire Company best wishes are 
extended to you. 

I am delighted to welcome our new 
Clerk, Ms Virginia Rounding, who took 
the baton from Tim at the Installation 
Court General. Virginia has had extensive 

experience over many 
years within the City and 
the Livery, and has the 
distinction of serving on 
the Common Council. I 
believe we are fortunate 
indeed to have ‘landed’ 
you and I wish you a 
long and satisfying 
tenure in your role. 

To my varied Chairmen 
and Committee men 
(and ladies!), I extend my 
sincere thanks. Neither 
the Master nor the 
Company could function 
without the tireless 
work put in by you, all ‘pro bono’. Long 
may the Company benefit from your 
goodwill. 

It would be remiss of me not to 
particularly mention MRA Marketing, 
Mike and Lucia, well known to all of 
us. What they bring to the Company 
is enormous in this area, and all done 
quietly and unflappably. 

I also thank all those who sponsored my 
Master’s year, and for their generous 
support.

To complete my thanks I must pay a huge 
tribute - and recognition - to Denise. 
Her friendliness and amicable persona 
combined with her amazing efficiency is 
really a revelation to experience. She has 
made my year as Master, together with 
Deirdre, a most enjoyable one. 

One change worth noting here is the 
approval I received from the Court to 

bring the Company 
into line with current 
best practice from 
both a Corporate and a 
Charities Governance 
perspective. As a 
result, terms of office 
of Committee Chairs 
will be confined to two 
periods of three years. 
The Court will have the 
ability to extend for one 
extra year in exceptional 
circumstances. 

As we finalise this 
newsletter, we approach 
the most important 

event of the year - the Installation Court 
General and subsequent Installation 
Dinner of the Master Elect, Stephen 
Turner. The prestigious black tie dinner 
for Liverymen, Freemen and their guests 
took place at Drapers’ Hall on 20th October 
and was an excellent evening. I wish 
Steve and his wife Christine the very best 
as they enter into an exciting year.

Lastly but by no means least Merchants 
are back in full force for the Lord Mayor’s 
Show on 12th November. We once again 
have our own Float to welcome the 
new Lord Mayor of London, Honorary 
Liveryman Alderman Dr. Andrew 
Parmley. Our Float will highlight the 
importance of Builders’ Merchants to 
Britain’s building needs and promote the 
vast career opportunities in our industry 
for young people. It will be a fantastic 
day and look forward to seeing you 
there! Read more on Page 23.

The new Clerk Virginia Rounding

Continued from Page 1 Epping Forest
by Past Master Christopher Latham

Our Livery has over the years had a history of 
forest visits. For The Master it was his second 
involvement as his company, Grafton, had been 
helpful with the arrangements for the Livery 
Companies Irish forestry visit. 

Following visits to observe forest felling operations and an MDF 
manufacturing plant we had half a day to spare.

A fascinating afternoon at Glennons sawmill in Longford was 
arranged by Grafton. Apart from the mill itself the copious tea 
they provided will also be long remembered. 

Back to Epping Forest, where our studies were more broad 
brush and arranged for us by Geoff Sinclair, their Head of 
Operations.

At the request of the Master we sought an active day. No 
indoor lecture sessions but a good day of fresh air. On arrival at 
the Queen Elizabeth hunting lodge we had a much appreciated 
coffee and a welcome from Paul Thomson, the Superintendent 
of Epping Forest. 

He gave us a fascinating account of the development of 
Epping Forest since its acquisition by the Corporation of 

London in 1871. I think that 
he appreciated our visit as 
a Livery Company. I got the 
impression that the Forest 
feels rather bereft of  
such visits.

Beforehand, we reminisced 
about the timber trade as he 
had worked for Bambergers, 
a company, then part of the 
trade establishment.

Then, walking boots on and 
alpine sticks at the ready, 
we set off on a three-
mile hike. First stop was 
Connaught Water, a big 
lake dug out by hand by our 
Victorian ancestors; very 

environmentally friendly, and harbouring a wide variety of wild 
life. Next stop was to see an especially arranged demonstration 
of rescuing a tree feller from the upper branches of an oak tree. 
It was an exercise laid on for us but is practised about once a 
year.

Adjacent to the oak was a cherry-picker used to set up this 
demonstration. This was requisitioned for the Master who 
was hoisted well up above the treeline to peer beyond the East 
End into the City of London, some twelve miles away. It was 
a chance for him to survey the Livery Halls where he might 
expect future hospitality! Whilst the Master was being hoisted 
up, the rest of us watched a demonstration of mechanically 
brashing the undergrowth. ‘Brashing’ is the removal of the 
lower dead branches, up to about two metres, of trees in a 
stand. It’s all part of keeping the Forest tidy and provides an 
organic product for gardeners. 

Throughout the walk Geoff told us about forest management, 
sylviculture, recreation and much else associated with Epping 
Forest; a wonderful natural lung for the people of east London. 

We continued on to the Kings Oak hotel at High Beach for 
drinks and a buffet lunch. It was our pleasure to ask the ‘rescue 
team’ to join us. 

Following a typically extended Livery lunch, fortunately not 
at City prices, we set out on the return journey to the hunting 
lodge, taking a different route, for another three miles, with 
other aspects of the Forest highlighted. To sum up, the Epping 
Forest team were very proud to show us their work over the 
last 150 years following The Corporation acquiring the Forest to 
save it from ribbon development. 

Later I found out that I had a special connection with Geoff.

He emailed to say: “Many thanks for this (the name of a book 
written by my father, Bryan Latham, under the title ‘Timber, a 
historical survey of its development and distribution’) and hope 
people have recovered from the hills at the end! We all enjoyed 
ourselves and lunch was much appreciated by my team who 
often miss out on such things and were pleased to be involved. 
It was very good to establish a connection with your Livery 
Company.”

He continues: “Afterwards I was thinking on your father’s book 
(Pippa’s and Paul’s grandfather) and I remember it was a main 
source for writing an essay on the role of woodlands in the UK 
economy by way of the pre-entrance exam for foresters’ School. 
I recall that having a timber business perspective was especially 
commented on at my interview for college.”

Very sadly, one of our great supporters of these forestry visits, 
Past Master John Hauxwell is no longer with us. This was one of 
his last outings with The Livery. We will greatly miss his obvious 
enjoyment of these outings.

The Master gets ready to be hoisted up

Epping Forest was one of the last Livery events attended by PM John Hauxwell

New Master Elect Stephen Turner

Accessorise and more!

The Grange Hotel Group – special rates available!
A reminder that the Livery has a deal with Grange Hotels, offering special rates to 
members to stay at the 5-star hotel. The reference to quote when you book is ID-21842.

The deal is available all year round and not just for Livery functions. Make sure you take 
full advantage of it. It represents excellent value for money especially at weekends.

With a growing Livery and new members joining recently, it’s 
probably a good time to remind everyone about our range of 
livery accessories. We have ties, pins and cufflinks available to 
all members. Ties are £20 each, cuff links are £20 a pair and the 
pins are free. Make sure you have yours to avoid any fines at 
future events!

Contact the Clerk, Virginia Rounding. 
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We remember... 
In this issue we pay tribute to three Past Masters, who sadly passed away this 
year. They are Past Master Maurice Vinden, Past Master John Hauxwell, and 
Past Master John O’Carroll-Bailey.

Past Master David Gandy remembers Past Master 
Maurice Vinden: ‘Chorister Soldier & Builders’ Merchant’

We were all saddened to 
learn that Maurice had 
died aged 96 in January 
this year. I had known him 
for a long time, as had my 
father before me, through 
his committee work with the 
BMF. A few of us regularly 
met and together organised 
a luncheon club in London, 
which used to meet in The 
Constitutional Club in St. 
James’, then The Honourable 
Artillery Company by the 
City and then finally The 
Naval Club in Hill Street. 
We met quarterly and our 

topics covered items of concern within our industry, shortages 
of materials, Government policy affecting our sector, transport 
development and costs, and best of all after a good lunch, life 
in general. 

Bob Budd, Graham Davis and Robin Thomas were amongst our 
members. Maurice was such fun, serious with his work and 
jovial amongst friends.

Born in 1919 and brought up in Bedfont in a music loving family, 
his father being a Professor of Music, Maurice auditioned for 
and was awarded a choral scholarship to The Temple Church in 
London and attended The City of London School which kindled 
his interest in the City. 

His family moved to Suffolk so he joined William Brown and 
Sons in Ipswich in 1938. Later that year, like so many, he 
joined The Territorial Army before War was declared, and was 
commissioned into The Suffolk Regiment. This Regiment was 
due to go to the Middle East but on the way it was diverted 
to reinforce the troops in Singapore. After three months at 
sea having been via Canada, South Africa and India, he finally 
arrived. Sadly, after 15 days he and thousands of others became 
prisoners of war. Life under the Japanese was hell. He spent 
three and a half years building the infamous Burma – Siam 
railway. After Victory over Japan had been declared he returned 
to Suffolk and re-joined William Brown and Sons and became a 
Director, retiring in the 1980s’. He also with many army friends 
remained in the TA until 1961, having become a Major.

He joined WCoBM in 1970 and became Master in 1984. His 
wife Jesse pre-deceased him and he leaves two daughters, four 
grandchildren and one great grandchild.  

His funeral was held in St Andrew’s Church Rushmere, the 
village where he had lived for 60 years. The Clerk and I attended, 
representing the Company.

Only a couple of weeks later of hearing 
about PM Hauxwell, our Clerk announced the 
passing of Past Master John O’Carroll-Bailey. 
John was a very significant figure in the 
builders’ merchants’ industry. He regularly 
and consistently attended WCoBM events 
up until ill-health prevented him from doing 
so. Nevertheless, John was able to attend the 
Master’s weekend in May which allowed him 
one last visit to his native Ireland. Past Master 
Stuart Somerville pays tribute:

John and I were very good friends in the 
Builders’ Merchant Industry.  It turned out we 
had quite a lot more in common. I was born in 
Coventry, our family business had a branch in 
Coventry and shortly after the war I went to 
the Arnold Lodge prep school in Leamington, 
where I believe many years later John’s two 
children, Tom and Dominique, both went.

Our paths first crossed about 16/17 years ago at the Berners 
Hotel, London where a meeting had been arranged by the 
Builders Merchants Federation (the BMF). Let me briefly tell you 
how John had arrived at that point in his life.

In 1961 John left school and became a trainee engineer with 
Turriff Construction. Over an eight year period he rose to 
become personal assistant to the operational director but was 
told he was too young to progress any further in spite of his 
capabilities. You can imagine how John took that. He and his 
new bride Jean took a ship from Southampton to Cape Town 
where he soon found a job and thrived as a civil engineer 
undertaking large building projects. However, by 1975 he 
and Jean felt that South Africa was not the right environment 
to bring up their two young children. So even though they 
loved the country and the wonderful life it offered, the family 
returned to Kenilworth. 

He joined the family builders’ merchants business Niall Bailey 
in Coventry as a buyer. He steadily worked his way up to 
Managing Director and took over when his brother retired 
in 1989. The company had grown to be a very successful six 
branch business. John was very keen on training so Niall Bailey 
bought into the training organisation AMIT where John was 
appointed chairman and turned it from a loss to a profit-
making business. His business philosophy was “Keep it simple”. 
You buy at one price; you sell at a higher price. How can you 
lose money so long as there is a good buyer in place? 

John’s buying and negotiating skills were legendary whether 
it was the price of cement, the price of an airline ticket, a bed 
and breakfast in Scotland or a super conference hotel in Monte 
Carlo; he always managed to get astoundingly good prices. 

About 10 years later Niall Baileys sold out to the Grafton Group 
and it was only then that John started coming to BMF meetings 
in London which is where I first met him. He eventually became 
their national President and, during his year, he hosted a very 
successful conference in the dream location of Monte Carlo. 

There followed a number of years when 
Grafton UK asked John as a Board member to 
help establish, sort out or improve a number 
of businesses in Scotland and England. He did 
this efficiently and successfully to the benefit 
of Grafton and all of the projects which he 
undertook.  These ranged in activity from 
builders merchanting, a specialist distributor 
of dry lining materials, a nail packaging 
company and a distributor of tubes, pipes and 
valves. His skill, at integrating the businesses, 
increasing their turnover and sensitively 
managing the people involved, was exactly 
what John had in spades.

Retirement gave John the time and the 
opportunity to focus his efforts on our Livery. 
He progressed through the Court and became 
Master in 2007. During his year as Master his 

forceful drive was instrumental in persuading the Company to 
accept the principle of having an Honorary Alderman on the 
Court. This led to Fiona Woolf becoming an Honorary Court 
Member; we were delighted she subsequently became Lord 
Mayor of London. His legacy to the Company is the wonderful 
embroidered cloth for use on the top table at all major 
functions. 

His aggressive cancer was diagnosed in April 2011 towards 
the end of a holiday in South Africa. His character and bravery 
drove him to battle against it with Jean’s unstinting and 
tireless support. It was during this time that he realised the 
lovely house where they were living at Ashow was just too big 
for them and too far from town, even though he was often 
seen hurtling through the country lanes on his mobility scooter 
on his way to and from Kenilworth. So he and Jean decided to 
downsize. The right location was found, the new house was 
designed and built and they moved in before Christmas last 
year. Having spent a weekend there with them, I have to say 
it is a magnificent house. But only John, an engineer, could 
manage to downsize on that scale. I believe the footprint is 
about the same as the old house. It is true there are fewer 
bedrooms and the garden is probably smaller but I have heard a 
rumour that there is so much glass in the new house that their 
window cleaners are now considering early retirement!

John was energetic, organised, strong- minded, stubborn and 
thrifty but encouraging, fair, warm hearted, and loving. I know 
from experience that the twinkle in his eye, his wicked sense 
of humour and his tendency to play tricks would often catch 
you out. He had a very quick wit and I never knew him to not 
to come up with an immediate response. His mind was razor 
sharp. In his leisure he loved to play bridge or chess and enjoyed 
the challenge of a Sudoku.

To sum up, John was the top man in Niall Bailey; a top man at 
Amit, the Builders Merchants Training Trust and the Unimer 
Buying Group; a top man at the BMF; a top man in the WCoBM; 
he was definitely a top Grandad, to William, Oliver, Abi and 
Chloe, a top father to Tom and Dominique; and above all a top 
husband to Jean.

On 14th June we heard about the sad 
news of Past Master John Hauxwell. 
Past Master Michael Pares pays tribute:  
Born in 1938, John was christened in the 
City’s Church of St Olave and educated 
at the Haberdashers’ Aske’s School, 
then in Edgeware. You could say his City 
Apprenticeship. 

In 1963 he joined William Way as 
Manager of their Wimbledon branch. 
When the opportunity came to open 
a New Maldon branch, he and Robert 
Way worked as equal shareholders. He 
eventually became full owner/manager. 

In 1985 he temporarily closed the 
business so he could develop a purpose 
built modern merchant site. He sold the 
business to Travis Perkins but shrewdly 
kept the New Malden site.

John was a very busy Builders’ 
Merchant. He became BMF London Area 
Chairman and later National President, 
was a Fellow, Governor and President 
of the IoBM and was very active on the 
NMBS Building Committee.

In 1985 he joined WCoBM and served 
as Master in 1997/98. The Election 
Committee was John’s baby. He was 
on it for 25 years with a long stint as 
Chairman. In the early years he must 
have nominated more Liverymen than 
the rest of the Company put together.

John loved all things to do with the City. 
He was at different times Chairman 
of both Candlewick and Tower Ward 
Clubs and an active member of The City 
Livery Club, United Guilds and his Past 
Masters Association.

A people person, the telephone was his 
medium and he would phone everyone 
he knew to pass on the latest gossip.

His great hobby was walking where he 
was Chair and a walk leader of Kingston 
Ramblers. He enjoyed travelling, 
especially wine tours with fine dining. 
In short, John brought enthusiasm to 
everything he did and enjoyed life to 
the full. 

He leaves two sons, Stephen and Ian, 
and a daughter Alison who gave him 
lots of grandchildren, and of course his 
wife, Barbara.

The Livery Company will not be the 
same without him.

Past Master John O’Carroll-Bailey 
enjoying a drink at the Master’s 
weekend in Dublin

Past Master Maurice Vinden

Past Master John Hauxwell as Master in 1997
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To Trinity House and Back!

During our annual Election Court General in April, partners and guests had the opportunity of a tour 
of Trinity House, led by the General Manager, Edgar Kind. Trinity House is a leader in maritime safety 
and navigation since 1514. Granted a Royal Charter by Henry VIII, the building is one of London’s most 
distinguished venues and holds a lot of maritime artefacts and history. In 2011 HRH The Princess Royal was 
elected Master and in 2014 Trinity House celebrated a remarkable 500th Anniversary.

Here are a few snapshots from the tour. For more information visit www.trinityhouse.co.uk 

Drinks reception before dinner for Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

In traditional form, the 
Master takes wine with 
the new Liverymen 
during dinner

The Guest Speaker was Mr Richard Jewson, JP, 
previously Managing Director of Jewson. He was 
appointed chairman of Jewson’s parent company, 
Meyer International plc, before retiring in 1993. 
Mr Jewson is the current Lord Lieutenant of 
Norfolk. His background and experience made 
him an ideal speaker

The Master with Honorary Liveryman Fiona Woolf

Great fun for the Clerk Tim Statham

Wheeling & dealing again Mr Ballinger...

New Liveryman Tony Smith celebrates the 
occasion with his wife and daughter

New Liveryman Steve Dunkley with wife Jo New Liveryman Jennie Ward proudly 
shows off her admittance to the Livery

Six new Liverymen were installed at the Election Court General. Names and photos were featured in the April 
newsletter. Unable to get away from the camera, three of them were also captured during dinner… 

Full house for dinner

Merchants in the Tower
Our Annual Divine Service in April is one of the main events in the 
Livery’s social calendar. Members, partners and guests enjoy the 
unique experience of attending a service at the Tower of London in the 
historic Chapel Royal of St Peter ad Vincula. The Service is conducted 
by our Honorary Chaplain The Reverend Canon Roger Hall, MBE. 

Since the Chapel’s 500th Anniversary in 2012, it has undergone 
extensive refurbishment including new heating, lighting and 

restoration of its stone floor. New 
solid English Oak furniture has also 
been designed and installed. The 
Chapel is now offering patrons, 
visitors and friends the chance 
to contribute to the continued 
preservation of the site by naming 
a chair for a donation of £500. The 
Company is pleased to support this 
worthy cause through its Charitable Fund and there have also been personal donations. This has 
resulted in the naming of four chairs: one for the Livery, one in the Clerk’s name as a gift to Tim 
from the Company on his retirement, a personal donation by the Master Leo Martin and another by 
Past Master Michael Pares. Look out for them at the Christmas Carol Service in December! 
If you’d like to name a chair, email roger.hall@hrp.org.uk 

Back to Trinity House!
Following the service, everyone returned to Trinity House for the 
reception and dinner, which is only a short walk away from the Tower. 
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Q: Looking back over your career, what are you most proud of 
achieving?

A: My most proud appointments in the Army were 
commanding No 7 Platoon B Company 1st Battalion the Green 
Howards on operations in 
Belfast in August 1971 and 
over the next 2 years.  I was 
privileged to command 
a splendid platoon and 
we had great adventures 
together.  I was also very 
proud to be appointed Chief 
of the General Staff for my 
final appointment in the 
Army.  It was a great honour 
and responsibility to be the 
professional head of the 
British Army.  In operational 
terms, I drew the greatest 
satisfaction from being 
Commander British Forces 
in Bosnia in 1995 and 1996.  This was the period of the Dayton 
Peace Agreement and it was a real privilege to end a war and 
bring former enemies together. 

Q: You are finishing soon as Constable HM Tower of London. 
Looking ahead, what is next?

A: Handing over as Constable of the Tower of London and 
retiring from the Board of Historic Royal Palaces will give 
me a little more time for the other things that I am doing.  I 
remain as Chairman of the Royal Armouries, as President of 

Q: Two years ago, some of us were fortunate to see the 3rd 
Battalion PWRR on manoeuvres in Cyprus. It was an eye 
opener and an honour. The Battalion told us it was among 
the first to get some impressive new kit and the latest 
battlefield technology. Is the Army now in better shape than 
when you argued publicly for the right kit?

A: The Army is always updating its equipment and in recent 
years has new combat kit and a much greater range of 
weapons.  Back in 2006, when I became Chief of the General 
Staff, we were in not such good shape.  The pressures of Iraq 
and Afghanistan made life very difficult for soldiers on the 
front line but we have come forward in leaps and bounds 
since then and today’s soldiers can be very confident in their 
equipment.

Q: You acquired a reputation when head of the armed 
forces for plain speaking and speaking out when it was 
needed. Many applauded this break with tradition, although 
Government doesn’t like being called to account. Did it 
achieve what you wanted and would you advise others to 
speak out?

A: In general terms, it is best if issues are debated internally 
within the Ministry of Defence and are resolved between 

Ministers and the Generals there.  The problem we had in 
2006 was that the Army was some 5% undermanned, units 
were doing repeat tours in Iraq and Afghanistan very regularly 
and we were in danger of our manning situation going over 
the cliff and into freefall.  I knew I had to act quickly.  Sadly 
the Secretary of State to whom I wrote a long letter had only 
been in post for 6 weeks and didn’t really seem to understand 
the pressure that the Army was under.  I felt I needed to take 
action so that those in the Army and those who just cared 
about the Army knew that the boss understood the issues and 
was doing something about it quickly.  We were able to secure 
an operational allowance for soldiers fighting in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and much better welfare and medical provision 
at the hospital in Birmingham and at the rehabilitation 
centre at Headley Court.  Do I think Generals should speak out 
publicly and routinely? No, I don’t but in 2006 the pressures 
justified exceptional action.

Highlights from General The Lord Dannatt’s Biography 
General The Lord Dannatt was commissioned into The Green Howards in 1971. He served in Northern Ireland, with 
the UN in Cyprus. He commanded 4th Armoured Brigade in Germany and in Bosnia during the early days of the 
implementation of the Dayton Peace Agreement.

He served in Kosovo as Commander British Forces and in 2000 returned to Bosnia as the Deputy Commander 
Operations of the NATO Stabilisation Force (SFOR). From 2001 to 2002 he was the Assistant Chief of the General 
Staff in the Ministry of Defence before taking command of NATO’s Allied Rapid Reaction Corps (ARRC). In March 
2005 he took over as Commander-in-Chief Land Command, and was Chief of the General Staff in August 2006, 
handing over to General Sir David Richards three years later.

He was awarded the Military Cross in 1973, was appointed a Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 1996, 
awarded the Queen’s Commendation for Valuable Service in 1999 and was appointed as a Knight Grand Cross of 
the most Honourable Order of the Bath in 2009. In 2010 he was appointed a Deputy Lieutenant for Greater London 
and in 2011 also as a Deputy Lieutenant for Norfolk. In the same year he became a cross bench member of the 
House of Lords.

He has an Honorary Doctorate in Civil Law from the Universities of Durham and Kent and in Technology from 
Anglia Ruskin University. He is an Honorary Fellow of Hatfield College, Durham, President of the Norfolk Churches 
Trust, YMCA Norfolk, and the Norfolk Branch of the Army Benevolent Fund and Patron of The Royal British Legion 
in Norfolk. In August 2009 he became the 159th Constable of The Tower of London and a Trustee of Historic Royal 
Palaces. He became a Trustee of the Royal Armouries in August 2009, and Chairman in July 2015.

Honorary Liveryman General the Lord Dannatt GCB CBE MC DL 
talks to editor, Mike Rigby

General The Lord Dannatt, Richard Dannatt, has had an 
extraordinary career. He’s one of those rare individuals who 
have actually been there and done pretty well everything. 
And he is still doing it. See some highlights from his 
biography below. Unusually, he was prepared to break 
with convention and speak publicly when the matter was 
important enough, as this BBC news report from 6th October 
2009 makes clear. 

“Prime Minister Gordon Brown refused a major Afghanistan 
troop reinforcement against the military’s advice, the former 
head of the Army has said. Gen Sir Richard Dannatt stood 
down in August 2009 after repeatedly speaking out against 
what he said were equipment shortages and poor pay and 
conditions….”

In retirement he has been just as busy - President and a 
Founder Patron of the Service charity Help for Heroes, and 
retiring this month as 159th Constable of the Tower of 
London - and continues to speak out. Interviewed about the 
Chilcot Report he was reported saying: “Going to Iraq was an 
error of near biblical proportions.” Recently he has been in 
the news about the military’s use of Lariam, the anti-malaria 
drug, and about false accusations against soldiers in Iraq. 

Help for Heroes, and an active participant on the boards of a 
number of companies and charities.  My second book, Boots 
on the Ground – Britain and her Army since 1945 – is due 
to be published on Thursday 6th October 2016 and I already 
have many speaking engagements lined up in connection 
with the marketing of that book.  But Pippa, my wife, and I 

live in Norfolk so I will enjoy 
spending a bit more time 
running the family arable farm 
and swinging a golf club at 
Brancaster.

Q: Once people cross the bridge 
at the entrance to the Tower it 
hardly feels like London. What 
is it like living in the Tower and 
what will you miss most about 
leaving it?

A: The Tower is an amazing 
place to be associated with. By 

day we have nearly 3 million visitors during the year but each 
night at 5.45pm, when the general public leaves, it feels like 
a little village – a community of about 125 people. To walk 
around inside the Tower in the evening is a real privilege and 
one can feel 1,000 years of history speaking to you. Leaving 
the Tower, I shall miss most the people who make up the 
community within the Tower, the yeoman warders – the 
beefeaters and their families and the other brilliant staff 
who work in the Jewel House, the White Tower, and do all 
the routine tasks around the place. People make places and 
we have a tremendous group of people who work within the 
Tower. My wife’s two Norfolk terriers will, however, not miss 
the ravens who give the terriers rather a hard time!

“The Tower is an amazing place to be 
associated with. By day we have nearly 

3 million visitors during the year but 
each night at 5.45pm, when the general 

public leaves, it feels like a little village - a 
community of about 125 people. To walk 
around inside the Tower in the evening 
is a real privilege and one can feel 1,000 

years of history speaking to you.”



page 11page 10

This was the second year ‘The Bob Beaver Memorial 
Shoot’ was held in July on behalf of the Rainy Day 
Trust. As last year, it was very well attended with over 
70 senior figures attending from across the industry. 
A number of past masters attended, including IPM 
Gill Moore, and Past Masters Ken Pepperrell and John 
Poore, and many Liverymen and Freemen. 

The sun shone, the food and facilities were excellent and we 
all had a lot of fun networking and enjoying ourselves. 

The Royal Berkshire Shooting School grounds near 
Pangbourne are ideally situated in a valley in the beautiful 
Berkshire countryside. The shooting staff provide one-to one-
coaching for those who need it, and 
make good on their promise to get 
everybody up to a level where they 
hit over 60% of the clays by the end 
of the day. 

A superb day with over £7,500 
raised for the Rainy Day Trust 
- a charity that is supported by 
our Livery too. The Rainy Day 
Trust is the only charity to help 
individuals and families from the 
home improvement industry who 
are struggling to survive on low 
salaries or in retirement. For more 
information or to make a donation 
visit: www.rainydaytrust.org.uk 
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The Bob Beaver Memorial Shoot

Now in its third year, the Livery Rifle day at the historic Bisley Camp near Woking, saw 45 
liverymen from 14 companies come together for a day’s shooting and fundraising in aid of the 
RAF Benevolent Fund. The event was organised for the third year by the Bakers’ Company. 

The RAF Target Rifle Club and the GB team kindly provided 
expert coaches for each team. The Builders Merchants’ team 
included Past Master Andrew Day and Liverymen Ian Beaver, 
Dave Moore and Darren Digby. 

Fourteen teams of three from each participating Livery 
Company competed in five disciplines, including the unusual 
running boar, an old Olympic event where a running target, 
supposedly representing a boar crossing a woodland ride, and 
Target Rifle with open sights at 900 yards. Looking through 
open sights ie with no magnifying telescopic sights, the target 
is tiny, and the bullseye you aim at is hardly visible and almost 
completely obscured by the sights. 

Builders’ Merchants came 8th out of 
14 teams. After shooting more than 
500 rounds apiece, there was a tie for 
first place between the Gunmakers 
and Clothworkers. After the tie break 
Gunmakers won by a whisker, as they did 
last year. 

The event raised in the region of £10,000 for the RAF 
Benevolent Fund, the RAF’s leading welfare charity, which 
brings the total raised to more than £25,000.

Organiser Colin Sach said: “The teams experienced Target Rifle, 
various gallery rifle events, and black powder pistol, which are 
the old cowboy pistols of the old Wild West. Participants quickly 
realising that it is not easy to hit a barn door at 10 yards let alone 
a cowboy at several hundred as we have seen on the films.

“Huge thanks go to the RAF Target Rifle Team, who put 
together the events, provided the coaches, and not least 
breakfast, lunch and tea and the British Sporting Rifle Club who 
donated the use of their range.”

RAF Benevolent Fund Controller Chris Nickols 
said: “Events like this are invaluable for the 
RAF Benevolent Fund. We receive no routine 
government spending so every pound spent has 
to be raised by our generous supporters. The 
Liverymen’s support means we can continue our 
work supporting the RAF Family in their time of 
need.”

Inter Livery shoot out at Bisley Camp

John Newcomb presents a photo of Bob Beaver to wife 
Christine and son Ian 

Liveryman Dave Moore (left)

50 metre range with .22

L-H (Ian Beaver)                                     R-H (Darren Digby)

Liveryman Dave Moore taking 
instruction...

...and then giving helpful advice

Dave Moore 900 metre Open Sights
Darren Digby average score on fast boar. 
Not good! The winners

Past Master Ken Pepperrell

Liveryman Ian Beaver

Ready to fire...
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In Dublin’s Fair City
    by Editor Mike Rigby

Dublin is known for its friendliness, humour and fun; its Georgian architecture, culture, good 
restaurants and glorious music. Not for good weather! Dubliners have a saying: if you can 
see the Wicklow hills from the city, rain is on its way, and if you can’t, it’s already raining. 

But a well-organised Master’s Weekend included blue skies and 
a hot sun. So Dublin was in sparkling form.

The Marker Hotel, where we stayed, was new and as fine as you 
could hope for, with a great view of the city from the rooftop 
where we had a convivial lunch.

Then off by coach to a tour and talk in Dublin’s House of Lords 
in the Bank of Ireland, a magnificent building – formerly the 
Irish Houses of Parliament – in the very centre of Dublin. The 
Bank is still functioning, and seeing real people transacting 
business over open counters in a huge traditional banking hall 
was worth seeing.

From there we went to Dublin Castle, the seat of British 
colonial rule for eight centuries until it was handed over in 
1922 after Ireland’s war of independence (1919-1921).

In the evening we dined in splendour to the accompaniment 
of a harp at The Stephens Green Hibernian Club. For over 170 
years, Dublin’s great and 
good have socialised in this 
beautiful Georgian building 
on Stephen’s Green.

The following morning, after a hearty Irish breakfast, we set off 
for Ireland’s most visited tourist attraction, the Guinness Store 
House. It’s on the original site where Arthur Guinness set up 
his St James’s Gate brewery in 1759. An astute businessman, 
he bought the land on a 9,000 year lease at £45 a year rent. 
The lease is on display and the site is now 64 acres, bang in 
the centre of the city. It deserves its reputation as a tourist 
attraction. It’s in a multi-storey building shaped somewhat like 
a pint of the black stuff, and topped by the Gravity Bar which 
has unobstructed 360-degrees views of the city. 

Progressing up through the floors of the building you learn 
about the history and making of the drink, the making of the 
wooden barrels by the highly-skilled and highly-paid coopers, 

which I found completely absorbing. Then about its distribution 
with its own transport on the vast site, throughout Ireland via 
horse and cart, trains, canal boats, trucks and road tankers, and 
internationally via its fleet of ships. 

A whole floor is given over to its brilliant branding and 
advertising. For a marketing man like your editor, it was 
heaven! All the iconic posters, humorous magazine ads and 
famous television commercials were there, and many of 
the props that appeared in them. The fish on a bicycle, the 
‘tick-tock, tick-tock’ old style clocks, out-takes of the surfer 
watching and waiting for the next big wave and so on. Many 
are in advertising’s hall of fame, voted the best ever. When 
I had calmed down, I bought a couple of books on Guinness 
advertising and branding and joined everyone else in the 
Gravity Bar at the top for a free Guinness. Or two. The pints 
kept coming, and no one was counting! 

Chocolate delight on arrival 

The spectacular Marker Hotel

Pay attention Andy!

Dublin Castle

How many wines do you 
need Mike?

Talk and tour of the House of LordsThe Master holds on to his glass 
just in case...

That famous fish on a bicycle

Believe it or not she drank it all!

Mary and Joe Sowton pull a pint

The Master’s wife Deirdre with their daughter Claudia

Happy times in the Guinness factory

Keeper of the Roll, Pippa Latham

Court Assistant Andy Williamson with his wife Shelley and 
the Master

Famous Guinness ads

Enjoying a convivial lunch
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In Dublin’s Fair City continued...In Dublin’s Fair City continued...

From there we went to Ireland’s oldest pub, The Brazen Head, 
for lunch. Dating back to 1198 many famous people have spent 
their time and money there including James Joyce, Brendan 
Behan, Jonathan Swift, Robert Emmet, Wolfe Tone, Daniel 
O’Connell and Michael Collins. More recent drinkers include 
Van Morrison, Hothouse Flowers, and Mary Black. We had a 
very good, merry lunch to toe-tapping Irish folk music, finishing 
with substantial tots of Irish whiskey to warm us up for our 
next stop.

Trinity College Dublin is top tier. Founded in 1592, it’s an 
elegant, buzzy, ancient university in a green and grey oasis in 
the heart of Dublin. Along with lecture theatres, administration 
buildings, and large cobbled quadrangles or squares, it’s 
extensive enough to house a beautiful old ‘legal deposit’ library 

with 4.5 million books and manuscripts including the Book of 
Kells, several student halls of residence and two large sports 
fields where they were playing cricket in the sun. 

Then, in the evening we dressed in black-tie for the Master’s 
Dinner at the Royal College of Physicians in a grand building 
within a stone’s throw of TCD where it was once based. 
Founded in 1654, it was granted a first Royal Charter in 1667, 
and a second one in 1692 extending its licensing powers to the 
whole of Ireland. The College’s mission is to improve the health 
and care of the population through medical training, education, 
and professional standards.

Dinner was excellent, accompanied by discrete guitar playing. 
Then things livened up as the Master’s guest, Senator David 
Norris regaled us with a series of outrageously funny stories. An 
Irish scholar and civil rights activist, he was the first openly gay 
person to be elected to public office in Ireland, and is credited 
with managing almost single-handedly to overthrow an 
anti-homosexuality law in 1988. Senator Norris was a popular 
candidate for President of Ireland in 2011. 

The following morning we crossed the city for a walk under 
blue skies, warm sun and gentle winds in the lovely old 
fishing village of Howth. Lunch was in the Aqua, a splendid 
fish restaurant on the harbour wall with fine sea views. The 
food was excellent, the conversation lively and the music was 
outstanding, courtesy of friends and neighbours of the Master. 

The musicians included fiddle, mandolin and tin whistle player 
John Sheahan, of the famous Dubliners, Michael Howard a 
classically trained guitarist with a wide repertoire of non-
classical pieces, and a reformed trio which included the Master 
himself, who played with great gusto. 

What a Master’s Weekend! Great company. Great fun. 
Memories are made of this.

Thumbs up from Past Master John Poore

Barbara Hauxwell with Jean O’Carroll-Bailey

Trinity College

Traditional Irish music in The Brazen Head

Past Masters O’Carroll-Bailey and Hauxwell

Liveryman and Editor Mike Rigby with Kathryn Williams

A perfect end to a perfect weekend at Howth Harbour The Master reveals hidden talent!Great music - John Sheahan & Michael Howard

After dinner drinks in the 
Physicians Library

Senator David Norris entertains guests

Champagne reception at the Gala dinner

Deirdre with Liveryman Andrew Nicholls

Trinity College Library Laughter during dinner: Liveryman Steve Boyer with wife 

Pauline and Liveryman Steve Durdant-Hollamby



                

Summer Lunch

The Summer Luncheon was 
held at Brewers’ Hall in June. 

The Hall is relatively new, but the 
Company, one the oldest Livery 
Companies, probably dates back to 
the twelfth century. A Brewers’ Hall 
has stood on the site in Aldermanbury 
Square for more than 600 years. As so 
many were, the first Hall which had been 
there since 1403 burnt down in the Great 
Fire of London in 1666. A second, built 
during the reign of Charles the Second 
was destroyed in the Blitz in 1940. The 
current Hall was opened in 1960. 

The company still has the memorandum 
book of William Porland who was clerk to 
the Company from 1418-1440. The book 
contains some of the earliest examples 
of official written English. Porland 
originally recorded the Company’s 
business in Latin or French but in 1422 
it was decided that the Brewers should 
follow the example of Henry V in using 
English, not least because many brewers 
did not “in anywise understand” Latin 
and French. 

The memorandum book provides 
evidence of the long standing enmity 
between the Brewers and the Lord 
Mayor, Richard Whittington, who 
persistently fined the Brewers or 
threatened the Master and Wardens 
with imprisonment for, among other 
things, taking too much water from the 
Chepe Conduit, artificially increasing the 
price of malt and overcharging for beer. 
Some things never change! Moreover, 
Porland records, Whittington complained 
that the Brewers had fat swans at 
their feast on the morrow of St Martin 
when he had none at his. Whittington’s 
revenge was apparently to make the 
Brewers sell their ale at 1d per gallon all 
the following day. The book also contains 
one of the earliest recorded instances of 
the game of football – recording that in 
1422-23 the Brewers received 20 pence 
from ‘ye Footballpleyers’ for the hire of 
the Hall. 

The Company also has an extensive set 
of beer bottles – complete with brand 
labels and contents from all over the UK. 
These attracted a great deal of interest 
from our party while they waited for 
luncheon.

Lucy Rawlings at the drinks reception

The Clerk Tim Statham

Liveryman Dennis Smith with Bursar Howard Grant

The Master with PO (SCC) 
Lucy Rawlings 
Officer in Charge 
Beckenham and Penge 
Sea Cadets

Past Masters Andrew Day (left) and 
Ken Pepperrell (centre)

Senior Warden Steve Turner

Past Master John Poore with Liveryman Averil Ballinger

Liveryman Dave Moore Junior Warden Brian Blanchard 
and Freeman Jamie Atkinson
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IoBM introduces new Professional Development Fund 
to boost careers in merchanting

The WCoBM actively supports training and education in the industry and the Institute of Builders’ 
Merchants (IoBM) is one of the organisations that benefits from our Charitable Fund. 

A key objective of the IoBM is to recognise and reward continuous professional development within 
national, regional or independent merchants. This includes demonstrating Builders’ Merchanting as a 
serious career path for young individuals through to encouraging the development of professional skills 
and competencies for those who may have worked in a builders’ merchant for many years. Up-skilling is 
promoted across the board and ambitious individuals are acknowledged with accredited qualifications to 
support their careers.  

Liveryman and President of the IoBM Allan Durning updates us on the Institute’s latest development, 
which is the opening of a new Professional Development Fund.

Over the last few years there has been 
a lot written about the skills shortage 
currently afflicting the construction 
industry. Many possible causes have 
been speculated and many potential 
solutions hypothesized. Despite 
extensive debate on this subject 
there is only one thing that has been 
proven – it will require more than 
rhetoric to fix.

The IoBM has been in the industry 
longer than most. It understands 
actions speak louder then words. It 
knows, from the yard operative to 
upper-management, the merchant 
industry appreciates the value of a 
skilled team and that every individual 
can become more proficient in their 
job if given the right tools.

As such, the Institute has been 
working to implement a strategy that 
improves the life of everyone in the 
sector by offering a clear path 

to further training and support to 
members, no matter what their 
position.

The IoBM is now involved in endorsing 
training programmes delivered by the 
Builders Merchant Federation and 
other major industry organisations.

As part of this overarching campaign 
we are proud to announce the 
opening of a new Professional 
Development Fund, which will 
facilitate further training for those 
working in the industry. The fund is 
open to members and non-members 
regardless of age or current career 
status. With a sizeable budget at 
its disposal, the IoBM will be able 
to remove the barriers to career 

development and get many people 
on an event more positive career 
trajectory.

The fund is designed for everyone 
who has the itch to become more 
skilled in his or her job. We want the 
merchant industry to be known for its 
commitment to the highest standards 
of self-development and by making 
this professional development 
fund available the process to do so 
becomes simpler.

To apply for the grant, email 
admin@iobm.co.uk. For more 
information on IoBM membership or 
the Professional Development Fund 
visit www.iobm.co.uk

Allan Durning



“
“

“

“

“
“

page 18 page 19© WCoBM 2016 © WCoBM 2016

Court Ladies Luncheon

Master Leo Martin, retiring Clerk Tim Statham and Deirdre Martin

Master Leo Martin and Christine Turner

Liveryman Averil Ballinger with husband Graham and 
Bursar Howard Grant

Retiring Clerk Tim Statham with Denise Llewellyn and Master Leo Martin

Michael Pares speaking highly of Almoner Andrew Adams

Deirdre Martin hands over her Mistress badge to 
Christine Turner

Retiring Almoner Andrew Adams

The Court Ladies Luncheon was held in Barber-Surgeons’ Hall in 
Monkwell Square next to London Wall. 

The first mention of the Barbers' Company occurs in 1308, 
when Richard le Barbour was elected by the Court of Aldermen 
to keep order amongst his fellows. In addition to haircutting, 
hairdressing, and shaving, barbers performed surgery and the 
extraction of teeth. 

A valuable painting by Hans Holbein the Younger of Henry VIII 
presenting the Barber-Surgeons' Company Charter hangs in 
the Hall. 

The Barbers' Hall was established in Monkwell Street in the 
14th century. Burning down in the Great Fire of London in 
1666, it burned down again during the Blitz. 

The luncheon featured the Master’s wife Deirdre handing over 
her badge to Christine Turner, the Mistress of Master Elect 
Steve Turner; the retirement of Almoner Andrew Adams and 
The Learned Clerk, Tim Statham; the appointment of a new 
Court Assistant Richard Hill; and the installation of two new 
Freemen, Keith Olver and Tim Statham.

Today marks the departure of 
two 'Giants' from office... Andrew 
Adams, Almoner for 10 years and 
Learned and gallant, Timothy 
Edward Statham, 10 years as 
Clerk. Tim has certain similarities 
with a very famous BBC sitcom 
character... Sir Humphrey Appleby, 
Tim, we all wish you so well in 
your retirement/next chapter of 
your life journey.

Master, leo Martin.

He is a quiet guy, who just 
gets on with the job, does it 
jolly well, and has devoted 
himself to the task selflessly... 
Andrew Adams – Amazing 
Almoner, a hard act to follow.

Michael Pares.

Retiring Master, Retiring Almoner and Past Masters under whom I’ve had the 
pleasure to serve:  we were the future once... 

It has continued to be the best Livery Company of all...  great support from its 
members and from the industry, a marvellous sense of fun, great respect for 
all a Livery Company stands for, a dynamic website and the many Company 
treasures stored at Carpenters’. But our greatest treasure is called Denise – one 
of the best Livery-organising brains in the business. I must exercise my right to 
name and shame... 

• Andrew Adams- Ist Class, All  aspects
• John O’Carroll Bailey- an Education (for Tim, that is). 

“Baptism of Fire”
• Roddy Taylor- Brisk Tempo, but then a manufacturer 

not a merchant
• Ken Pepperell- Golden Year!
• Gary Hopkins- Anniversary Year!
• Graham Ballinger-Charter Year/ Artichokegate
• Andrew Day- Champagne and  Ribbons
• John Poore- Brown Coats at Grocers and Electronic 

Banking
• Gill Moore- Historic, Ist Lady Master- a great year
• Leo is a very generous, thoughtful and convivial 

Master.

Tim Statham.

New Freeman Keith OlverStriking Hans Holbein the Younger painting of Henry VIIINew Court Assistant Richard Hill with wife Katja

The Court members
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Sheriffs’ Ball

On 23rd September, the Master and his wife attended the Sheriffs’ Ball 
in the Great Hall of Guildhall. The Ball was organised in aid of the Lord 
Mayor’s Appeal, which this year is supporting two charities: JDRF (fighting 
to cure, treat and prevent Type 1 diabetes) and Sea Cadets (supporting 
young people across the UK through transformational adventure and 
training). The evening included a ‘nautical twist’ dinner and Silent Auction, 
which raised over £70,000. 

What else…?

(L-R) Christine Turner, Senior Warden, Wendy Parmley, 

Honorary Liveryman Alderman Andrew Parmley
HRH Princess Anne talks to prize winner Gary McGurk 

WCoBM’s sponsored taxi, in convoy to Disney

The Master and wife Deirdre attend the 
Sheriffs’ prestigious Ball

The Master and Clerk with their 

signed certificates. The Master was 

accompanied by his wife Deirdre and 

daughter Claudia

Beckenham and Penge 
Awards Evening 

The Company has close links with 
the Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadets 
and, in May, the Master presented 
the Burgee Flag to the Unit. 
For more information visit: 
www.sea-cadets.org 

The Master presents the Burgee Flag 

to the Sea Cadets
The Beckenham and Penge Sea Cadets

Running for Gold!

The London Marathon is an extremely popular annual event where thousands 
enter to take part each year. The run attracts super-fit athletes to keen runners 
and walkers. The main focus of the marathon is to raise money for a wide range 
of deserving charities, with over £450 million raised over its history. This year a 
few well known faces to the Livery also took part: the Master’s daughter Claudia, 
Liveryman and Court Assistant Stewart Pierce and his son Jamie. 

Claudia and Jamie are both first time marathon runners. Claudia raised 
over £4,600 for the Multiple Sclerosis Society, reaching the finish line at an 
exceptional 4 hours 35 minutes. Just ahead was Jamie who entered to raise 
money for the Teenage Cancer Trust and Cystic Fibrosis Trust – and also beat his 
‘veteran’ competitor dad! He didn’t disappoint…raising over £2,600 for his 
charities and beating Stewart by 8 minutes with a time of just 4hrs 
and 25mins. 

Well done to you all – an outstanding achievement!

Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations 

In April, Senior Warden Stephen Turner and wife Christine, together 
with keen Shakespeare fans Honorary Liveryman Alderman Andrew 
Parmley and his wife Wendy attended the 400th Anniversary of 
Shakespeare’s death and his 452nd birthday celebrations! 
Lunch and a Gala performance 
were enjoyed at the Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre.

 

Buckingham Palace Awards 

In June, the Master and Clerk attended the City & Guilds 
Medal for Excellence Awards at Buckingham Palace. The City 
& Guilds is one of the educational organisations the WCoBM 
supports with funding. HRH Princess Anne presented the 
Builders’ Merchants’ Company Prize to Gary McGurk.

The Magical Taxi Tour

WCoBM once again sponsored ‘The Magical Taxi Tour’, 
organised by the Hackney Carriage Drivers’ Company. 
A fantastic cause involving 100 London taxis taking sick 
and terminally ill children for a summer weekend trip to 
Disneyland Paris in convoy to be deservedly spoilt.

Sheep Drive

Every year, The Worshipful Company of Woolmen exercise 
their rights as Freemen of the City of London to drive their 

sheep across London Bridge. It’s one of London’s oldest 
traditions. Each Freeman receives a personal certificate 

signed by the Lord Mayor and Master Woolman confirming 
that their rights have been exercised successfully. The aim 

is to raise awareness of the City’s Livery Companies and their 
significant contribution to charities. This year Master Leo Martin 

with wife Deirdre and daughter Claudia took part in the annual City 
tradition on 25th September. Joining them were our Learned Clerk 

Tim Statham, Freeman John Newcomb and his wife Sue and not 
forgetting of course Little Bo Beep – aka Liveryman Steve Dunkley!

Freeman John Newcomb

Liveryman Steve Dunkley as 
Little Bo Peep - brave man!

Stewart Pierce, son Jamie and 

Claudia Martin, with their marathon medals

More on page 24
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For your Diary…

It’s been another memorable year for the Livery. A lot of thought goes into 
organising events to ensure they appeal to wide interests and for members 
and guests to enjoy. So a BIG thanks to all our Liverymen and Freemen who 
have supported or contributed this year. Before we wrap up 2016, there are 
a couple more to note for your diaries! 

London’s Lord Mayor’s Show: 12th November 
Builders’ Merchants are back!

Fun for families and friends to enjoy

We will once again have a 
float in the Lord Mayor’s 
Show on Saturday 12th 
November. The float will be 
in support of our Honorary 
Liveryman, Alderman Dr 
Andrew Parmley, who will 
be installed as the City’s new 
Lord Mayor the day before. 

The Show is one of the best-known 
annual events in London as well 
as one of the longest-established, 
dating back to the 16th century. 
Over 150 floats take part each year in a procession through the City to celebrate the inauguration of a new Lord Mayor. Crowds 
of people line the City’s streets to celebrate the occasion and cheer the long fleet of vehicles, marching bands, spectacular floats, 
carriages and much more. The whole event is captured live on the BBC. 

A good eye-catching float with a clear message can be seen by hundreds of thousands of visitors at the Show and, via press and 
television, can reach an audience of millions. We had a float in 2013 featuring Builders’ Merchanting through the ages, which 
caught the attention of the BBC.

This year the theme is ‘Builders’ Merchants: Supplying Britain’s Building Needs’ – demonstrating the importance of builders’ 
merchanting to the UK economy. The float will also highlight the many career opportunities for young people. It’s a great 
opportunity to reach a wide audience with these important messages, and we hope to once again be caught on camera! 

A single modern vehicle will lead, followed by a JCB Forklift with a mock pallet of bricks, and 
placards with prominent messages. Walkers in striking building materials costumes will 
represent high profile supplier brands – it’s always a crowd pleaser to see people dressed as 
building materials you might buy from a builders’ merchant – who can forget the lavatory 
pans of 2013?

Yellow ‘Bob the Builder’ hats are back by popular demand as giveaways for the crowds and 
our supporters in the North Stand, as are the very useful yellow rulers! 

Our Float and participation could not be possible without the help from sponsors and we are 
extremely grateful for their support. Sponsors include: ACO, Alumasc Water Management 
Solutions, Catnic, Crystal Direct, Dickies, Ibstock, IKO PLC, JCB, Knauf Insulation, Liberon, 
Makita, Naylor Pipes and NMBS. A lot of hard work and creativity has gone into developing 
imaginative costumes – we’ve had a sneak preview and they look great!”

All merchants and suppliers are invited to come along to support the industry along the 
route. It will be a great day out. Hope to see you there!

Worshipful Company 
of Builders’ Merchants

Worshipful Company 
of Builders’ Merchants
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Fiona waves from the famous Lord Mayor Gold Coach in 2013Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley

WCoBM engraved Yorkshire Paving Slab at the 
National Memorial Arboretum

Nearly 200 Yorkshire paving slabs are engraved to 
represent the Royal Navy, the British Army, the Royal 

Air Force, Livery Companies and other organisations

After 10 years as Almoner, Andrew Adams takes a well-
deserved rest as he hands over to Past Master John 
Poore. For the last time, Andrew provides an update for 
the Builders’ Merchant on the Company’s charitable 
work and attending his last event as Almoner.

No doubt you will be aware that change is in the air. At the Installation General 
on 20th October a new Almoner and a new Clerk was installed. Tim has been in 
office for nearly ten years and Virginia Rounding is currently receiving training 
from our Learned Clerk.

John Poore and I are working together towards a smooth takeover of the 
Almoner’s duties and records. Because of all the changes made at CAF, the 
Almoner’s work has expanded and developed, and I am sure John will build on 
the current system.  His previous experience will be put to good use in developing 
the Company’s charitable activities in the City of London.

I am very pleased to record that, with considerable help from successive Masters, 
there has been a big increase in the number of donors to our Charities Fund.  
Also, because the Almoner is now responsible for collecting Gift Aid reclaims from 
HMRC, we are achieving much improved receipts from that source.

Our Charitable Funds are managed through our four Trustees, with the advice of 
stockbrokers Quilter Cheviot. At the time of writing the Trustees were the Master 
(Leo Martin), Past Masters Martin Earle and Ken Pepperrell, and myself. At the 
Installation the list changed to the new Master (Steve Turner), Immediate Past 
Master Leo Martin, and Past Masters Martin Earle and Ken Pepperrell.   

The value of our investments has increased steadily over the years and the total 
is now just over £1.5m, reflecting an excellent record from Quilters and the 
Trustees.

As you know, we now have an Education and Training Sub-committee, 
responsible to the Charities and Education Committee. The Sub-committee is 
meeting regularly to put together an active committee, establishing areas for 
further work, making contacts with other organisations and planning future 
progress.

One of my last events as Almoner was on Tuesday 18th October when I attended 
the opening of Heroes’ Square at the National Memorial Arboretum. This 
project includes nearly 200 engraved Yorkstone paving slabs representing 
the Royal Navy, the British Army, the Royal Air Force, many Livery Companies 
and other organisations. These slabs have been laid to form an area which 
will accommodate large outdoor services and meetings. Of course, Builders’ 
Merchants have been involved with this project and it was really good to see our 
slab in situ.

As I move on from my work as Almoner I would like to thank everyone for your 
help and support. You have made my work easy and enjoyable and I look forward 
to seeing you at Company events in future.

Andrew Adams

Almoner Andrew Adams

Last note from Almoner Andrew Adams…
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The next Newsletter will be issued in April 2017. If you have any interesting stories, photos, profiles or other information you would like  
to see featured please contact Mike Rigby: mike@mra-marketing.com or Lucia Di Stazio: lucia@mra-marketing.com

Christmas Carol Service & Supper 
NEW VENUE! 
9th December 

We always end the year on a high with our annual Christmas 
Carol Service at the Tower of London in the historic Chapel 
Royal of St Peter ad Vincula. The Service starts promptly at 
6.30pm accompanied by the superb Chapel Choir who lead 
the traditional Carols. If you’ve not attended before, then take 
note! It’s a unique opportunity to attend a service in such an 
historic chapel, and a fantastic occasion for Liverymen and 
Freemen to enjoy with guests, family and friends.

Following the Service, transport has been arranged to The Old 
Hall, Lincoln’s Inn for supper and Christmas cheer! The Old 
Hall dates back to 1490 and with its Inigo Jones screen and a 
magnificent Christmas tree, it will provide a magical setting for 
our celebrations.

For many years Supper took place at Watermen’s Hall. But due 
to the growing popularity of this event, a new venue has been 
sought to accommodate a larger number.

We hope you will support this new initiative and take the 
opportunity to invite guests. 

Look out for our new 2017 Events Calendar out soon!

What else...? continued from page 21

Company Golf day  

Our annual Golf Day in May saw Junior 
Warden Brian Blanchard (far left) pick 
up the winning trophy for the men’s 
competition while Debbie Brady (second left 
(bottom))won the ladies competition.

(L-R) : Junior Warden Brian 
Blanchard, Past Master Ken 

Pepperrell, Miggs Earle and Past 
Master Martin Earle enjoyed a day 
at Hever Castle Golf Club as guests 

of the Worshipful Company of 
Tylers & Bricklayers Golf Day


