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The Master has organised a number of exciting social 
events for Liverymen, Freemen and Guests to enjoy in 
2017. The events cover a broad range of interests so 
there is something for everyone!

Put these dates into your diaries and reserve your place in 
plenty of time to avoid disappointment. For details email  
The Clerk Virginia Rounding at info@wcobm.co.uk or visit  
www.wcobm.co.uk for all upcoming events and add them 
directly to your diary.

Our main events this year include…

Thurs. 26th January

Tour of Whitechapel Bell Foundry
Venue: 32/34 Whitechapel Road, London, E1 1DY

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

Our social events in 2017 kick-start with an early evening tour 
of the Whitechapel Bell Foundry, followed by supper. The 
world-famous bell foundry is closing indefinitely in April 2017 
so it’s a last chance to experience this historic organisation.

The Foundry is Britain’s oldest manufacturing business, 
established in 1570 (during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I)  
and has an entry in the Guinness Book of Records. It has 
always been involved in, and still concentrates solely on, the 
manufacture of bells and their associated fittings.

Whitechapel’s famous bells include the original Liberty Bell 
(1752), the Great Bell of Montreal and, probably best known 
of all, Big Ben at the Palace of Westminster. Cast in 1858, this 
is the largest bell ever cast at Whitechapel, weighing 13½ 
tons. To this day, a cross-section of the bell surrounds the 
entrance door to the Foundry.

Details will be circulated by The Clerk, and we recommend 
booking early to avoid disappointment! Timings should 
allow for a late train home.

Mon. 13th March

6th City & Awards Luncheon. L
Venue: Apothecaries Hall, Black Friars Lane, London, EC4V 6EJ

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

A popular annual event that has grown to become one of the 
main networking events in the Company’s social calendar. 
It was introduced six years ago to recognise and award the 
achievements of young merchants and other individuals the 
Company supports in training and education. 

The Worshipful Society of Apothecaries is situated close 
to St Paul’s Cathedral, and the Hall is steeped in history 
and tradition. It is the oldest surviving livery Hall in the 
City of London. The original building was destroyed in the 
Great Fire of London and re-built on the same site in 1672. 
Although the building underwent major restoration in the 
1780s and further redevelopment in the 1980s, the Hall has 
altered little.

Members and their 
guests can have 
a tour of the Hall 
before the drinks 
reception. The 
awards and prizes 
are presented 
during lunch by the 
guest of honour.

NEW EVENT



Mon. 24th April

Election Court General. L
Venue: Trinity House, Tower Hill, EC3N 4DH at 5.00 p.m. 
Liverymen & Freemen only with a tour for Guests

Service at the Tower of London and supper at Trinity House 
Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

If you’ve not been to this 
one before, then it’s one not 
to miss! It gives members, 
partners and guests the 
unique experience to attend a 
service at the Tower of London 
in the historic Chapel Royal of 
St Peter ad Vincula. The Service 
is conducted by our Honorary 
Chaplain The Reverend Canon 
Roger Hall, MBE, and the 
hymns are sung by one of the 
country’s best choirs.

Following the service, everyone gathers for a reception and 
dinner at Trinity House, a short walk away from the Tower. 
It’s a fantastic evening in the City with great networking!

Thurs. 4th May

Company Golf Day
Venue: Hadley Wood, Beech Hill, Barnet, Herts EN4 0JJ

Liverymen and Freemen, including partners or wives

Our popular annual golf day is an 
18 hole Stableford full handicap 
competition organised by Past Masters 
Roddy Taylor and Martin Earle. This year 
it returns to PM Earle’s club at Hadley 
Wood, situated one mile from Junction 
24 of the M25. The golf course is well 
known among keen golfers. It was 
designed by Alister MacKenzie, who also 
designed the famous Masters course 
Augusta National.

To book your place or for more information email  
martin@migsy.com



Fri. 12th - Sun. 14th May

Master’s Weekend, Birmingham
Accommodation: Hyatt Regency Hotel, Birmingham City Centre

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

Birmingham, Britain’s second city, is best known as a 
great manufacturing centre with a rich industrial heritage. 
It’s also a cultural hub with wonderful museums and 
gardens. All the great aspects of this fantastic city will be 
encompassed in the Master’s weekend as well as plenty of 
fun and good fellowship.

The Weekend includes:

• The chance to enjoy the Land Rover experience with a 
tour of the Range Rover production lines

• Dinner in the famous Balti Triangle

• A visit to the Jewellery Quarter and its Museum 
The Quarter is the centre of the jewellery trade in 
the UK where over 40% of British jewellery is made. 
Hundreds of shops are clustered in an area around a 
fascinating museum where a working, but perfectly 
preserved, jewellery workshop forms the centre piece of 
an exhibition that tells the story of the Quarter and its 
metalworking and jewellery heritage.

• Lunch on a narrowboat, touring Birmingham’s  
famous canals

• A tour of the gardens at Winterbourne House, a fine Arts 
and Crafts Edwardian residence set in beautiful gardens 
and the Barber Institute, one of the best picture galleries 
in the country

• Gala dinner at Highbury Hall, once the residence of the 
Chamberlain family, where we will be honoured by 
the presence of the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of 
Birmingham

• The chance for a bit of retail therapy in Birmingham’s 
shopping centre or to visit its Cathedrals or many other 
museums and art galleries

Full details and a form to indicate interest will be sent out in 
the New Year.

Gardens at Winterbourne House

Lunch on a narrowboat

The Bullring shopping centre



Fri. 14th July

Summer Ball. D
Venue: Skinners’ Hall, 8½ Dowgate Hill, London EC4R 2SP

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

The format 
for this year’s 
summer event is 
a Ball – the first of 
its kind! And the 
setting couldn’t 
be more perfect 
than Skinners’ 
Hall - a Grade 1 
listed building 

nestled in the heart of the city. Dating back to 1670 the Hall 
is steeped in rich history and tradition. 

A drinks reception on the 
roof terrace makes for a 
perfect start to the evening, 
followed by a Black Tie 
dinner. Members and 
guests can then dance the 
night away to music by a 
top class band.

A perfect occasion for 
entertaining guests in 
fantastic surroundings, 
members can either 
purchase a table of ten, or 
single tickets.

Look out for more details in the New Year. In the meantime, 
make sure the date is in your diary!

Images courtesy of www.skinnershall.com

Wed. 7th June

Walk across Hampstead Heath  
& visit to Kenwood House
Venue: Meeting point to be confirmed

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

If you enjoy tranquil landscaped gardens and open spaces, 
then make sure this date is in your diary to experience the 
beautiful scenery of Hampstead Heath – one of the most 
famous open spaces in London. The Clerk Virginia Rounding 
is the Chairman of the Hampstead Heath Management 
Committee and has organised a leisurely afternoon walk 
over parts of the Heath, accompanied by the Superintendent. 

The walk leads to Kenwood House - one of London’s hidden 
gems – for well-earned tea and cake! The House, a former 
stately home, is renowned for its Robert Adam interiors.

NEW EVENT

NEW EVENT

Contact The Clerk on 0207 329 2189 to book your place.



Fri. 29th September

Election of Lord Mayor. L
Venue: Guildhall, Noon

Liverymen only

No matter how 
many times you see 
or take part in it, 
the ceremony and 
election of the Lord 
Mayor is a unique 
and impressive 
event. Liverymen 
are summoned to 
vote and Builders’ 
Merchants are among 
them. The Election is 
a popular event and 
you need to turn up at 
least an hour early to 
secure a seat.

Following the 
Election, the WCoBM 

is among many Livery Companies invited by The Worshipful 
Company of Painter-Stainers for lunch in their Hall.

Fri. 27th October

Installation Court General  
& Livery Dinner. D
Venue: Mansion House, London

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

The installation of a new 
Master is the highlight of 
our social calendar and 
this year it takes place at 
Mansion House – home to 
the Lord Mayor of London 
and WCoBM’s Honorary 
Liveryman Dr. Andrew 
Parmley. 

The evening starts with 
a formal ceremony in the 
Court at 5.00p.m. where the 
new Master and Wardens 
are installed. The ceremony 

also acknowledges the role of other Court Assistants. This 
part of the evening is open to members only while guests 
enjoy a tour of Mansion House. Subject to Election, our next 
Master will be Senior Warden Brian Blanchard.

Following the election, the new Master, Liverymen and 
Freemen join their guests for a champagne reception at 
7.00p.m., followed by a black tie Dinner at 7.30p.m. with the 
Lord Mayor as Guest of Honour.

Senior Warden  
Brian Blanchard

Dinner at 
Mansion House



Sat. 11th November

The Lord Mayor’s Show, London 
Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

The Lord Mayor’s Show is unique. It’s the longest, oldest, 
most popular procession in the world. A spectacular Show 
with over 150 very colourful and creative Floats, and crowds 
of people lining the City streets to welcome the new Lord 
Mayor of London. 

Last year we entered our own Float in support of our 
Honorary Liveryman Dr. Andrew Parmley, who was elected 

as the new Lord Mayor of London. The wet weather did not 
dampen spirits or attendance, with many supporters in the 
Grand Stand cheering our Float, and crowds of people lining 
the streets.

We won’t be entering a Float this year, but tickets will be 
available from The Clerk for those wishing to attend. Tickets 
are limited so get in early to avoid disappointment!



We also have this year…

Mon. 6th March

Inter-Livery Bridge Competition 
5.00 p.m. Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton Street, EC2N 2DQ 
Liverymen & Freemen. Details from The Clerk.

Fri. 31st March

United Guilds Service
St. Paul’s Cathedral, Noon. Buffet Lunch, Carpenters’ Hall, 
1 Throgmorton Avenue, EC2N 2JJ. 
Liverymen, Freemen and Guests. L

Tue. 9th May 
Festival of Sons of the Clergy 
St. Paul’s Cathedral at 5.30 p.m. 
Supper at a local venue. Liverymen, Freemen and Guests.

Wed. 17th May

Inter-Livery Clay Shoot
Holland & Holland, Northwood, Middlesex. 
Details available from The Clerk.

Thurs. 18th May

Prince Arthur Cup Inter-Livery Golf
This annual event takes place at Walton Heath Golf Club.  
A team has been selected to represent WCoBM.

Fri. 2nd June

Inter-Livery Rifle Shooting
Bisley. Details from The Clerk.

Mon. 26th June

Election of Sheriffs
Guildhall, Noon. Lunch at Painters’ Hall, Little Trinity Lane, 
EC4V 2AD. Liverymen only.

Dress for functions is indicated as follows: 
D Dinner Jackets (black tie).  L Lounge Suits and Ties

Fri. 8th December

Christmas Carol Service & Supper
Venue: St. Peter ad Vincula, H.M. Tower of London, EC3N 4AB. L

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

We always end the year on a high with our annual 
Christmas Carol Service at the Tower of London in the 
historic Chapel Royal of St Peter ad Vincula, followed by 
Supper. It’s an extremely popular event and for the first 
time last year we moved it to a new venue – Lincoln’s Inn – 
to accommodate a larger number. It was sold out within 
days so book early!

The Service starts promptly at 
6.00p.m. accompanied by a superb 
choir who lead the traditional Carols. 
It’s a unique experience to attend a 
service in such an historic chapel, and 
a fantastic occasion for Liverymen 
and Freemen to enjoy with guests, 
family and friends.

Following the Service, transport will 
be arranged to The Old Hall, Lincoln’s 
Inn, which provides a magical setting 
for our celebrations.



Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants 
4 College Hill, London EC4R 2RB

T 0207 329 2189 F 0207 329 2190 
E info@wcobm.co.uk    www.wcobm.co.uk

Worshipful Company 
of Builders’ Merchants

W
ri

tt
en

 a
n

d 
de

si
gn

ed
 b

y 
M

RA
 M

ar
ke

ti
n

g 
20

17

We thank all our sponsors for supporting the Master 
Stephen Turner in his year.


