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Being Master

I was recently asked what being 
a Master of a Livery Company 
involved. My response was that it is 
a bit like being a middle aged male 
debutante. Just like those upper 
class “gals”, Livery Masters pursue 
a social round of dinners, lunches, 
lectures and numerous receptions; 
all immensely pleasurable. 

However, unlike the frivolous world of 
the débutante, there is a much more 
serious side to the Livery Movement. 
Apart from its role in support of the 
Mayoralty and the City, it was recently 
estimated that the Livery Companies 
distribute over £50 million a year to 
charities. Our own charitable fund, 
though nowhere near the level of the 
older companies, is healthy and growing. 
This year we were able to consider the 
award of bursaries to students who 
needed financial support to pursue 
studies in Builders’ Merchanting at 
Birmingham City University. On the wider 
front we support numerous charities 
both in the City and nationally.

My wife and I, in the company of the Lord 
Mayor and together with other Livery 
Masters, recently had the opportunity 
to visit Treloar’s College, a school for 
youngsters with physical disabilities. 
The WCoBM supports the school as do 
many other Livery Companies. It takes 
pupils from all over the country and 
its work is highlighted on Page 28 of 
this newsletter. It is both uplifting and 
humbling to see the way the youngsters 
progress and cope with their difficulties. 
Please continue to give generously to our 
charitable fund. It is money well spent.

The great showcase of the Livery 
movement is the Lord Mayor’s Show and 
it was an honour and privilege for me, a 
Londoner born and bred, to lead our float 
last November in support of our honorary 
liveryman and Lord Mayor, Alderman Dr 
Andrew Parmley.  The day was of course 
wet, but still great fun and I would like 
to thank those who participated and 
especially the members of the organising 
working party.

At the beginning of my year I set out 
three objectives. Firstly, I wanted 
to throw a little more light on the 
operation of the Company and encourage 
participation from liverymen. We are 
in the process of producing what I have 
called “a plain man’s guide” to the 
Company, which I hope will highlight 
opportunities for involvement and 
explain how the Company and its 
committees are organised.

Secondly, I wanted to maintain the 
drive to recruit new Freemen. With Past 
Master Gill Moore as Chairman of our 
Election Committee, I am pleased to say 
we have installed nine new Freemen 
since October, and we continue to seek 
suitable members.

Lastly, I wished to introduce some 
new events and make some changes 

to established favourites and sought 
your support. You have responded 
magnificently. At Christmas we filled 
our Chapel of St Peter ad Vincula in the 
Tower and had a rousing Carol Service 
followed by supper and entertainment 
at the much larger venue of Lincoln’s Inn.  
A great time was had by all, helped by 
the presence of the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress who brought an air of dignified 
levity to the whole occasion.

Since then a large group had a 
fascinating tour and supper at the 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry, one of the last 
before its closure.

A final innovation will be our first 
Summer Ball on the 14th July at Skinners’ 
Hall. It is a beautiful venue, with a 
lovely roof terrace where we hope, if the 

Master Stephen Turner with wife Christine
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For the first time this year, the WCoBM entered 
a team for the annual Livery Pancake Race at 
Guildhall Yard. It is organised by the Worshipful 
Company of Poulters in collaboration with The 
Cook & The Butler. Our line-up included the 
Master, Keeper of the Roll and marathon runner 
Stewart Pierce, and two Liverymen: Steve 
Dunkley (aka Little Bo Peep) and fitness fanatic 
me. So we stood a good chance!

The race requires each entrant to run about 60 yards each way, 
tossing the pancake in designated zones – sounds easy (you’d 
think). As Masters, Liverymen and novelty racers competed in 
their running lanes we saw a few small accidents, falls, trips and 
in the case of my lane ‘catastrophe’ as described by the Course 
Judge! I soon realised that trying to run holding a heavy and 
large metal frying pan while keeping the pancake intact and in 
the pan was quite a challenge.

The novelty race was particularly good with lots of imaginative 
costumes, although not all practical for running, like the church 
organ. WCoBM’s Little Bo Beep was in good form and Steve was 
very close to winning in his Heat. He was also selected among 
the best novelty dressed Liverymen. 

The morning ended with a buffet lunch in the Crypt at the 
Guildhall where prizes were presented. An extremely fun and 
enjoyable day. 

weather blesses us, we will have our pre-
meal reception before dancing the night 
away to a top class band.  Do join us.

I now look forward to welcoming those 
who are joining me for my Master’s 
weekend in Birmingham. Christine and I 
hope that you will have a great time and 
that we can expand your knowledge of 
Britain’s second City.

I cannot finish without recognising the 
work of, and expressing my gratitude 
to, the Officers of the Company and the 
Committee Chairmen and Members. 
Especial thanks go to our Clerk, Virginia 
Rounding, who has taken to her new 
role like a duck to water, and to Denise 
Llewellyn our stalwart assistant of 
many years.

Stephen Turner, Master

Member News

In addition to the seven Liverymen who were installed at the Master’s Installation last October – 
see page 10 – we welcome nine new Freemen and two new Liverymen to our Livery.

Once you have become a Freeman of the Company 
the next step is to arrange a date at the Guildhall 
to attend a ceremony to get your Freedom of the 
City certificate. Once you’ve done this, tell our 
Clerk Virginia Rounding, who will arrange the next 
appropriate date for you to be clothed as a Liveryman.

Receiving your Freedom of the City is a truly 
memorable and special occasion – see below. Many 
Freemen bring family and friends to share the unique 
experience.

The Company now has 206 
Liverymen, 27 Freemen, 
2 Honorary Liverymen and 
1 Honorary Member. We 
look forward to seeing 
you all at the many events 
organised during the year.

The new Freemen admitted in January and March are:
At the Election Court General in April two 
Liverymen were installed:

Andy Simpson, Commercial Director, 
Hanson Cement

Glynis Catterson, Finance Director, 
Simpson & Allinson Ltd

Rav Singh Sumal, Operations Director, 
C&S Builders Merchants

Mr Chris Cunliffe, CEO, Selco Builders 
Warehouse

Mr Andrew Harrison, Group Commercial & 
Business Development Director, Travis Perkins

Mr Peter Hallitt, Group Trading 
Director, Marshalls Plc

Paul Roche, Director,  
Grafton Group plc 

Keith Olver, Director,  
Palladium Building Supplies

Chris Whitlock, Managing Director, 
Harlow Holdings Ltd

Mr Finbarr Doyle, Managing Director, 
Independent Buying Consultancy Ltd

Mr Steve Halford, Managing Director, 
Crystal Clear Group Ltd

Liveryman Robert Munson with his family and Past Master Michael Pares

John Newcomb with his wife Liveryman Darren Digby

With new members joining – see 
page opposite - it’s a good time to 
remind everyone about 
our range of livery 
accessories. We have 
ties, pins and cufflinks. 
Ties are £20 each, Cuff 
links are £20 per pair 
and the Pins are free. 
Make sure you have 
yours to avoid any fines 
at future events! 

Email the Clerk  
Virginia Rounding at  
info@wcobm.co.uk

Accessorise!

WCoBM lines up for Pancake race

WCoBM line-up

Little Bo Peep among the best novelty dressed Liverymen. 
The winning prize went to the church organ

Ahead of the race Little Bo Peep

by Deputy Editor & Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio

Not sure if that’s a happy or worried 
face for the Master
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So what’s coming up…?

12th-14th May: The Master’s Weekend

The Master is looking forward to welcoming over 60 members 
and their guests to Birmingham – Britain’s  
second City - for his Master’s weekend!

Birmingham is best known as a great manufacturing centre 
with a rich industrial heritage. It’s also a cultural hub with 
wonderful museums and gardens.

The weekend has been organised with a range of activities 
so there is something for everyone! This includes a tour of 
the Range Rover plant, dinner at the Balti Triangle (a curry is a must if you’re visiting Birmingham!), a visit to the well-known 
Jewellery Quarter, lunch on a narrowboat and a tour of Birmingham’s famous canals, a visit to the gardens at Winterbourne 
House, a Gala dinner at Highbury Hall and another must - some retail therapy in Birmingham’s admired shopping centre.

Look out for a full write-up on the weekend in the next issue!

We hope you received our new social calendar. It has details of 
this year’s events for Liverymen, Freemen and guests to enjoy. 

Special thanks to our sponsors this year, whose support 
contributed to producing this calendar: Alumasc Water 
Management Solutions (AWMS), Cemex, Courtney Smith 
Group, H+H, Lawsons, Marsh Industries, Monument Tools, 
MRA Marketing, NMBS, Plasmor and Reisser.

Much thought goes into organising these events to ensure 
they cover a broad range of interests so there is something 
for everyone!

You can download full details at www.wcobm.co.uk/
events/ and add any of the events directly to your diary. 

Book early to avoid disappointment. Email the Clerk 
Virginia Rounding  at info@wcobm.co.uk.

Key events that have taken place already include: our 
annual City & Awards Luncheon in March - see Page 
7; the Tour of Whitechapel Bell Foundry featured on 
Pages 8-9; the annual Election Court General with 
a superb Service at the Tower of London; and our 
popular annual golf day, which this year returned to 
Past Master Martin Earle’s club at Hadley Wood - more on 
these events in the next issue!

Lunch on a narrowboat

7th June: Walk across Hampstead Heath & Visit 
to Kenwood House

Liverymen, Freemen and guests are invited to experience 
the beautiful scenery of Hampstead Heath – one of the most 
famous open spaces in London. If you enjoy tranquil landscaped 
gardens and open spaces make sure this date is in your diary.

Our Clerk Virginia Rounding was until very recently the 
Chairman of the Hampstead Heath Management Committee 
and has organised a leisurely afternoon walk over parts of the 
Heath, accompanied by the Superintendent.

The walk ends at Kenwood House – one of London’s hidden 
gems – for well-earned tea and cake! The House, a former 
stately home, is renowned for its Robert Adam interiors.

14th July: Summer Ball

Each year a summer event is organised for Liverymen, Freemen 
and guests. This year it will be a Ball – the first of its kind!

The setting couldn’t be more perfect, Skinners’ Hall is a Grade 1 
listed building nestling in the heart of the City. Dating back to 
1670 the Hall is steeped in a rich history and tradition.

A drinks reception on the roof terrace makes for a perfect start 
to the evening, followed by a Black Tie dinner.

Members and guests can then dance the night away to 
music by a top class band. The evening will also include fun 
entertainment.

This is a perfect occasion for entertaining guests in fantastic 
surroundings. Members can purchase a table of ten, or single 
tickets.

It is proving extremely popular, and the Clerk is already taking 
reservations. Don’t miss out. Book or reserve your places early.

27th October: Installation Court General & Livery 
Dinner - Mansion House

A unique opportunity to celebrate the installation of a new 
Master at a splendid venue - Mansion House - home to the Lord 
Mayor of London, our Honorary Liveryman Alderman  
Dr. Andrew Parmley.

The installation of a new Master is the highlight of our social 
calendar. The evening starts with a formal ceremony in the 
Court at 5.00p.m. where the new Master and Wardens are 
installed. The ceremony also acknowledges the role of other 
Court Assistants. This part of the evening is open to Liverymen 
& Freemen only, while guests enjoy a tour of Mansion House. 
At the Election Court General in April Senior Warden Brian 
Blanchard was elected as our next Master.

Following the installation, the new Master, Liverymen and 
Freemen join their guests for a champagne reception at 
7.00p.m., followed by a White Tie dinner (Black Tie optional) at 
7.30p.m. with the Lord Mayor as Guest of Honour.

NEW EVENT

NEW EVENT

 

Save the Date! Download details of each event at www.wcobm.co.uk 
Add directly to your diary!

Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants

Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants
Events 2017
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6th City & Awards luncheon
In March we hosted our popular annual City & Awards luncheon at Apothecaries’ Hall – the oldest 
surviving Hall in the City of London. It’s an important event in the Company’s calendar and one of our main 
networking events, giving members and their guests the opportunity to meet senior industry and City 
figures. The Guest of Honour was Deputy Richard Regan O.B.E. Chairman of the Cities Livery Committee.

The aim of the luncheon is to recognise and award 
the achievements of individuals in the industry and 
organisations the Livery supports. This year prizes went 
to four BMF students; two soldiers from the 3rd Battalion, 
PWRR regiment; a Cadet from the Beckenham & Penge 
Sea Cadets; a student from City & Guilds of London Art 
School; and a piano student from the Guildhall School of 
Music & Drama. 

The Master and Guest of Honour presented the prizes to 
all winners. 

The Master says: “We congratulate all the 
winners on their achievements. They work 
extremely hard and it is a pleasure to be able 
to support their development and reward 
their focus and determination.”

For more on the day and to view all the 
photos, visit our website www.wcobm.co.uk 

 

Save the Date cont...

8th December: Christmas Carol 
Service & Supper

We always end the year on a high with 
our annual Christmas Carol Service at the 
Tower of London in the historic Chapel 
Royal of St Peter ad Vincula, followed by 
Supper. The Service starts promptly at 
6.00p.m. accompanied by a superb choir 
who lead the traditional Carols. It’s a 
unique experience to attend a service in 
such an historic chapel, and a fantastic 
occasion for Liverymen and Freemen to 
enjoy with guests, family and friends.

Following the Service, transport will be 
arranged to the Old Hall at Lincoln’s Inn - 
back by popular demand! This event was 
moved to a new venue to accommodate a 
larger number and it was sold out within 
days. The feedback and support has been 
tremendous so we have re-booked for the 
same venue this year. 

Don’t miss out and book or reserve your 
places early with the Clerk!

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

A couple of years ago Past Master John 
Poore negotiated special rates for our Livery 
with The Grange Hotel Group. The rates 
are available all year round and not just for 
Livery functions. They represent excellent 
value for money especially at weekends.

Due to the success of the arrangement, Grange Hotels are 
now Official London Hotel Partners for the WCoBM. The 
partnership means our members benefit from a choice of 
15 four or five-star rated hotels in prime central London 
locations, year-round preferential accommodation rates, 
and discounted meeting and events spaces. 

The Hotel Group has developed a bespoke booking page 
to make the process of booking a room as easy and quick 
as possible. 

This page is live at: www.grangehotels.com/business/builders-merchants-members.

The bespoke booking page is also accessible at: www.wcobm.co.uk/about/links. 

Alternatively call Reservations directly on 020 7233 7888 and quote our dedicated booking code C00059EC.

The Grange Hotel Group in partnership with WCoBM

Networking at the champagne reception – Past Master Gary Hopkins with 
guests Calum Forsyth and Matthew Carter

BMF Winners (L-R) Johnathan Rawson, Lynn McGhee and Lee Stock. 
The fourth winner Simon Birchall was unable to attend

Felix Handley was nominated by the City 
& Guilds of London Art School

During the Awards ceremony, Chairman 
of the Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadets 
Ray Blackmore presented Immediate Past 
Master Leo Martin with the Sea Cadets 
Shield. Read more on Page 28

3rd Battalion PWRR 
prize winners Private 
Jamie Gray (L) for Best 
Soldier and Private 
Glen McArthur (above)
for Best Recruit
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The living history we were so lucky to see has come to an end, 
its critical parts dispersed to different companies, a museum 
and archives.

The Grade II* listed façade on London’s Whitechapel Road will 
be preserved of course, and the factory buildings repaired and 
repurposed. Whitechapel tower bells will in future be cast by 
Westley Group Ltd. Whites of Appleton, Church Bell Hangers, 
has bought the pattern equipment and a tuning machine 
so that with expert consultancy from Whitechapel they can 
continue tuning church bells. The hand bells have gone to 
Bells of Whitechapel, the records to the London Metropolitan 
Archives, and the Museum of London will display its old 
machinery and other artefacts. 

The Whitechapel Bell Foundry was where the 13½ ton Big Ben 
was made for the clock tower at the Houses of Parliament. The 
5½ ton Great Tom in Lincoln, and 10¾ ton Great Peter at York 
Minster were also cast here. After World War Two, the foundry 
provided new bells for several London City churches damaged 
in the Blitz, including the famous Bow Bells and the Oranges 
and Lemons bells at St Clement Danes in the Strand. America’s 
Liberty Bell was cast here, and following the 9/11 twin towers 
attack in New York, a bell was given by the City of London to 
the City of New York. 

The Whitechapel Bell foundry was established in 1570, 
according to the sign on the door, and 443 years ago the sign of 
the three bells, the stamp of Robert Mot, Master Bell Founder, 

Three months after our visit in January to Britain’s oldest factory, the Whitechapel Bell Foundry 
cast its last batch of tower bells on 22nd March for the Museum of London before disposing of its 
bell tuning machines, furnaces and lathes in an industrial auction at the end of April.

The casting of Big Ben - from a contemporary drawing

The foundry facade

Casting in progressA handbell being tuned

End of the line for Br itain’s oldest factory
by Editor and Live ryman Mike Rigby

proclaimed a bell’s origin as the Whitechapel Bell Foundry. The 
foundry claims an uninterrupted line of descent from Robert 
Mot. But the line of master founders goes further back to 
Robert Chamberlain of Aldgate in 1420, and continues forward 
to the last Master Bell Founder, Alan Hughes. Alan and Kathryn 
Hughes took over the business in 1997 from William Doulas 
and Alan Hughes. 

Some of the equipment and machinery in the factory was 
modern, the electronic bell tuner, for example. But many of the 
tools and methods had hardly changed in hundreds of years. 
It’s a highly skilled business and the quality is superb. The 
quality, together with falling demand for new churches and 

new bells, has been the problem. Repair and refurbishment has 
been an important part of the business, but these bells were 
built to last. Some of the bells cast by Robert Chamberlain in 
1420 are still being rung today! 

Alan Hughes showed us how to make a bell from the patterns 
and moulding, the casting and tuning, the fine joinery in 
making the beautifully crafted hardwood frames, and finally in 
hanging the bell. 

The tour ended with drinks and buffet in the adjacent Foundry 
House, hosted by the Hughes family. 

As a group we were entranced by the atmosphere and the 
astonishing craft and continuity of purpose over the centuries. It’s 
ironic that while the foundry is now history, its bells will probably 
still be pealing and in tune centuries from now. Personally, I felt 
immensely fortunate to have had the opportunity to see Britain’s 
last working bell foundry before its sad end.

Finished bells The foundry today

Albert, Leonard and Robert Hughes

Finely made hardwood frames

© WCoBM 2017© WCoBM 2017 page 9page 8



Members & guests enjoying the champagne 
reception in the magnificent drawing room

Stephen Turner was installed as the new 
Master of the Worshipful Company of Builders’ 
Merchants at Drapers’ Hall on 20th October 2016. 
Drapers’ Hall is home to the Worshipful Company 
of Drapers. Founded over 600 years ago, it’s one 
of the City’s Great Twelve Livery Companies. The 
imposing, very grand hall doubled as the interior 
of Buckingham Palace in the film ‘The King’s 
Speech’, and provided a magnificent setting to 
celebrate the installation. 

After the installation, there was a 
champagne reception for the 250 
Liverymen, Freemen and guests who 
attended and a Black Tie dinner. We 
were entertained by tenor Karl Loxley, 
who first appeared on BBC One’s ‘The 
Voice’. The acoustics were perfect for his 
outstanding voice. 

The ceremony included the installation of new Wardens Brian 
Blanchard and Pippa Latham, and seven new Liverymen - see below.

The Master with Senior Warden Brian Blanchard (L)  
and Junior Warden Pippa Latham (R)

Newly installed Liverymen (L-R)  
Tim Allen, NMBS; Jamie Atkinson, JT Atkinson;  Erica Smith, MPS (retired);  
John Newcomb, BMF; Malcolm Aldridge, SELCO (retired); Tony France, Ibstock;  
Tim Statham, former WCoBM Clerk.

Liverymen & Freemen take their place for the Installation ceremony

The Master with his wife Christine

The Installation of WCoBM’s new Master

The Master became a Freeman of the Company in 2008, and a Liveryman soon after. He was invited onto the Court in 2011. 
Stephen’s career in the industry started in 2000 when he joined Sharpe & Fisher Plc as Marketing Director, adding purchasing 
to his responsibilities later on. At the time Sharpe & Fisher was one of the largest independent merchants in the UK. When the 
business was sold, Stephen moved to Jacksons as Heavy-Side Director. Following Jacksons’ sale to Grafton Group, he remained 
a director but worked with colleagues in the Grafton Group on heavyside purchasing until his retirement in 2009.

The Master comments: “My installation 
ceremony and dinner was unforgettable and 
an honour to share it with family, friends and 
guests. I look forward to representing our Livery 
in the City and in our industry, and raising the 
profile of our Company. My first significant 
event was the Lord Mayor’s Show where we had 
a float to highlight the importance of builders’ 
merchants to the UK economy, and the wide 
and varied career opportunities in our industry. 

“The Company will continue to support training 
and education for young builders’ merchants 
through our close links with the IoBM and BMF. 
Our attendance at the annual Livery Schools 
Link gives us the opportunity to meet young 

Guest of Honour Murray Craig, Clerk of the 
Chamberlain’s Court New Liveryman Tony France with wife Anita, Liveryman Andrew Cope and his wife Jane

students to inform them about our industry. 
Increasing our charitable funds for distribution 
to worthy causes will remain a key focus too, as 
will our support of the Mayoralty and the Lord 
Mayor’s Appeal. 

“I aim to actively encourage members to get 
involved and attend our events, which are 
organised throughout the year. WCoBM is an 
excellent platform for our members and their 
guests to network, socialise, discuss business, 
and exchange information and views in historic 
Livery Halls, and other prestigious and unique 
venues in the City. No doubt it will be a busy 12 
months!”

Entertainment by 
tenor Karl Loxley 
completed the 
evening perfectly

© WCoBM 2017© WCoBM 2017 page 11page 10



This year 3rd Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s 
Royal Regiment (PWRR) invited seven Livery 
Company teams to compete in Canterbury 
on 29th October. The Worshipful Company 
of Builders’ Merchants was up against the 
Paviors, Needlemakers, Cutlers, Haberdashers, 
Coopers and the Order of St George.

The Builders’ Merchants, led by the Master Steve Turner, 
comprised Past Master Andrew Day, Court Assistant Andy 
Williamson, and Liverymen Dave Moore and Mike Rigby. 

After a welcome and brief from the Commanding Officer 
Lt Col Andy Betts in the Officers Mess, we received our kit 
and assembled in teams to compete at a number of stands 
covering seven important activities. The stands were 81mm 
Mortar; Camouflage & Concealment; General Purpose Machine 
Gun; Combat Signals; Anti-Tank; Observation Post; and CQB 
(shooting concealed enemy soldiers in the woods). 

We worked well as a team, and were quick learners. We 
assembled aerials quickly and efficiently so we could call 
field headquarters and disassembled it (Combat Signals). We 
assembled the General Purpose Machine Gun without losing 
any fingers. We assembled the surprisingly heavy 81mm 
Mortar, sighted and aimed it to fire. 

Crawling through a low-roofed tunnel, we hid beneath 
camouflaged netting in forward concealment to identify 
incoming vehicles, distinguishing carefully between hostile and 
friendly vehicles. PM Andrew Day shone at that, while Court 
Assistant Andy Williamson proved adept at knocking out both 
moving and stationary tanks on the video using the shoulder-
held Javelin anti-tank weapon. 

Be afraid, be very afraid

Hello Hello, Pick up the phone

Art of camouflage: hiding in plain sight

At the double

3rd Battalion PWRR Livery Day

In the Observation Post we used the latest night-sight and 
infra-red equipment. Really impressive! And the team excelled 
at recalling eight objects in a particular order observed with 
just a brief glance. Each member of the team achieved this. 

Then in Camouflage & Concealment we had to spot 10 objects 
that had been hidden in the field and low lying bushes and 
trees in front of us. We learned the disorientating effects 
of seeing – mostly not seeing – them out of context and at 
unfamiliar angles, and the tendency to see what you expect 
to see. Not seeing the obvious in full view was a humbling 
experience for some, but it was an insight into the considerable 
skills of the sniper’s art of hiding in plain sight. 

The final stand was a timed ‘run’ through the woods where 10 
enemy soldiers were lying in wait for us. Using rifles adapted 
to fire plastic balls, we were marked for kills, aggression and 
speed against the clock. Each of us had to shoot all 10 concealed 
soldiers in or behind bushes and beside trees along a winding 
trail. The team did well on shooting, scoring 48 kills out of 50, 
but less well over the uneven ground against the clock. 

Builders’ Merchants came third overall, and first in the anti-
tank rankings. 

After we removed the very sticky camouflage paint and got 
cleaned up and changed we were entertained in the Officers 
Mess with a dazzling display of drumming in the dark lit up by 
UV light. Then we had the prize giving, and a fine curry supper 
and drinks with our kind hosts, the officers and men of 3 PWRR. 

It was an impressively well organised, informative and 
entertaining day, and it’s worth saying that the men of the 
PWRR were doing this in their own time. We had a great day and 
were very appreciative of their kindness and the opportunity.

Assembling a machine gun

Ready for a walk in the woods

You have 10 enemy soldiers to kill

Our hosts and team line up
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Since 1215 every newly-elected Lord Mayor has had 
to travel through the streets of the City of London 
to Westminster to swear loyalty to the Crown. Lord 
Mayors have made that journey for over 800 years.

Over the centuries this journey has become a popular fixture in the 
national calendar, with hundreds of thousands of people lining the 
streets and millions watching the procession on TV. 

Last year’s pageant on 12th November included around 7,000 
participants, 200 horses and 140 floats, including the Worshipful 
Company of Builders’ Merchants’ own float in support of our 
Honorary Liveryman, Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley the 689th Lord 
Mayor of London. 

It was a visual and aural feast with 164 vehicles, marching bands in a variety of rarely seen 
uniforms, soldiers on horse and foot, with swords, pikes and guns, sailors, airmen, cadets and 
special forces, horses-drawn field guns, acrobats, jazz bands, exotically attired dancers and 
Caribbean steel bands, steam engines, fire engines, pea harvesters, sports cars, tractors, the 
Blackpool Tower and a tank. 

Despite the wet weather, people thronged the 
City’s streets to cheer the three-mile procession. 

WCoBM’s float appeared live on the BBC. The 
theme was: ‘Builders’ Merchants: Supplying 
Britain’s Building Needs’, demonstrating the 
importance of builders’ merchanting to the 
UK economy. It also highlighted the career 
opportunities in our industry for young 

people. Builders’ Merchants supply over 85% of the building materials used in our 
built environment. Yet many people are unaware that most of Britain’s building 
materials for homes, roads, public sector and commercial buildings are supplied 
through merchants. The Show was excellent for raising the profile of our Livery 
Company and of builders’ merchants.

A JCB forklift with a mock pallet of Ibstock bricks led a large curtain-sided lorry with prominent messaging. The float was supported 
by walkers in imaginative costumes representing high profile supplier brands. These included striking blue raindrops from AWMS; 
rolls of Knauf Insulation; Catnic steel lintels, IKO roofing felt and insulation board; windows and doors by Crystal Direct; Makita drills, 
walking paint tins by Liberon, colourful pipes printed on stylish Naylor Pipes’ suits, and ACO’s knights! 

Our float with important 
messages about our industry

Here they come

The Master is all set

Builders’ Merchants on National  TV again at Lord Mayor’s Show!

The Master Stephen Turner explained: “A lot of hard work goes into preparing a float, from design to logistics in the run up and on the 
day. A big thanks to all our sponsors, without whom we wouldn’t have been able to take part. Thanks also to the 3PWRR soldiers who 
volunteered to carry our placards, and our volunteer walkers who distributed hats and rulers to the crowds lining the roads. 

“Thanks also to Court Assistant Andy Williamson for coordinating the float, Past Master John Poore for the catering arrangements, 
and Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio who 
organised the float design, placarding, 
give-aways, photography and social 
media,” he said. 

Liverymen and guests on the North 
Stand by St Paul’s Cathedral wore yellow 
helmets and waved yellow rulers, and 
cheered themselves hoarse when the 
Lord Mayor’s gold coach stopped and the 
Lord Mayor got out for the blessing on 
the steps of St Paul’s. The yellow helmets 
and rulers were so popular, people 
queued to get them and when the Lord 
Mayor arrived both sides of the road 
were lined with cheering people wearing 
WCoBM’s bright yellow hats and waving 
yellow rulers. The TV footage on the BBC 
was the cherry on the cake!

If you’d like a montage of the day see 
Page 17 for more details. 

Walkers not in product costumes handed out WCoBM’s unmissable bright yellow builders’ hats and rulers to the crowds. They kept 
warm and dry courtesy of Dickies and NMBS who funded the WCoBM branded clothing.  

The new Lord Mayor salutes the crowds
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Christmas Carols at the Tower

The annual Christmas Carol Service at 
the Tower of London in the historic and 
atmospheric Chapel Royal of St Peter 
ad Vincula in December has become so 
popular that early booking is advised. St 
Peter ad Vincula, and the Tower itself, 
can hardly be bettered as a venue, and 
the organist and Royal Chapel Choir are 
outstanding.

Although the current chapel of St Peter ad Vincula dates 
from the reign of Henry VIII, there has been a place of 
worship on the site for over a thousand years, predating the 
Normans. Edward I demolished and rebuilt the Chapel in 
1286. When that was badly damaged by fire in 1512, a new 
one was built in 1520. That Tudor chapel remains today. 

New venue for Christmas cheer

This year, after several years in Watermen’s Hall, 
we moved to the larger Old Hall, Lincoln’s Inn to 
accommodate the growing numbers of Liverymen and 
guests who want to attend. 

Coaches took us to the new venue for 
supper and festivities. Old Hall dates back 
to 1490 and is one of the finest buildings 
in London, erected before Christopher Columbus set 
sail for the New World and 130 years before the Mayflower left Plymouth on 
its historic voyage. Sir Thomas Moore, who joined the Inn in 1496, lived much 
of his professional life here. The Old Hall was where benchers, barristers and 
students of the Inn ate, drank, debated and held their revels.

Singing & dancing at  Lincoln’s Inn

With that tradition in mind, our own supper was a pretty lively affair with 
festive songs and dancing organised for Liverymen, Freemen and guests, 
energetically choreographed by Court Assistant Andy Williamson dressed as our 
“Assistant Beadle” and led by Mr Barry Juckes. 

Our guests of honour were the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, who we 
were delighted to welcome. The Lord Mayor set the seal on the evening 
with a characteristically amusing speech, and the Master presented him 
a cheque for his charity on behalf of the Company.

Due to the growing popularity of this event, it will take place at 
Lincoln’s Inn again this year. Don’t miss out and book early…

Singing fun led by Court 

Assistant Andy Williamson

Carol Service at the Tower  
of London

The outstanding Lincoln’s Inn Lord Mayor’s Show Montage 
If you or your company 
took part in the Lord 
Mayor’s Show, or supported 
the Company from the 
grandstand and would like a 
montage of the day, please 
contact the Clerk Virginia 
Rounding. 

Here is an example completed recently 
for one of the supplier sponsors. A 
selection of photos from the day is 
printed on canvas and framed, with an 
engraved plaque. The framed montage 
is 18” x 22” and costs £75 + VAT 
excluding delivery.

If you’re one of the sponsors, the 
montage can be tailored to include 
more images of your costumes and 
people taking part. A fantastic memory 
of the day and one that would stand out 
in an office reception or at home!

Lord Mayor and Master
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How can we improve the newsletter? 
What members think...

The newsletter was given a facelift in April 2011, and a new title - The Builders’ Merchant -  
“to emphasise the Company’s intention to communicate more clearly with the industry. It will 
support the Master’s and Wardens’ emphasis on increasing the Company’s influence in the 
industry,” the editorial explained. “One of the Company’s objectives is to show the Worshipful 
Company of Builders’ Merchants for what it is, rather than as people think it is. So, we intend to 
feature more stories about members to show their importance to the industry and community.”

So six years and 13 issues later, we asked members for feedback, 
and the improvements they’d like to see. We surveyed members 
by telephone during March and April to find out.

The survey was conducted by Rigby Research, the research 
division of MRA Marketing, under the Market Research Society’s 
code of conduct so individual responses were confidential and 
not associated with named individuals in the reporting, unless 
members asked for their comments to be passed on.

We managed to speak to 121 Liverymen and Freemen, 52% of 
the total: 116 said they’d received the October 2016 newsletter. 
Four said they hadn’t had it but had received previous 
newsletters; one couldn’t remember. 

Members were extremely helpful and the quality of feedback 
was thoughtful and considered. 

The verbatim responses to the open ended questions are 
particularly useful, and can be seen in full in the members’ area 
of the website. We’ll be using them to tweak the balance and 
content of subsequent newsletters. 

Overall, members liked the 
newsletter and it’s clear from the 
detailed comments that we should 
not change too much. For the 8% 
who want fewer images, 13% want 
more. Nine percent think there are 
too many words, but 90% think it’s 
about right, so we’ll trim excess 
words where we can. 

What would you like to 
see more of? 

There were some very useful 
suggestions, which we plan to 
implement over coming issues, 
although not all were under 
our control. For example many 
members commented about 
seeing the same people in many 
photographs in every issue, 
and would like to see a better 
balance of photos. We try to 
strike a balance but we can only 

photograph those who turn up to events. Some Liverymen are 
at a lot while others rarely attend. The more members who turn 
up to events the more we can photograph! There were also 
suggestions to include more member profiles (young and old!), 
including Past Masters and new additions to the Court, and 
more on the WCoBM’s charitable work.

What would you like to see less of?

Only 13 members responded to this question. Some wanted 
pieces to be more concise and factual, with a greater variety 
of images, for example covering charitable work and what 
WCoBM does; and more of places than people, and fewer of 
people having dinner. But others liked them as reminders of who 
attended. 

Any other comments?

One member thought the publication was excellent but 
questioned whether the money would be better spent on 
charity, but most said they enjoyed reading it. The consensus 
was that it was a good professional publication that promoted 

the Company to other Livery 
Companies and the industry, and 
helped members keep in touch. 

The feedback from the survey has 
been really useful - thank you to 
all who contributed their views. 
We intend to incorporate as many 
of the suggestions as possible.

We’re always looking for 
photographs of events that we 
can’t attend, and really welcome 
photographs you take on your 
phone or camera. Just send them 
to Lucia, with some details about 
the event, or email her at  
lucia@mra-marketing.com to ask 
how best to send them. 

We’re also keen to hear about 
your own stories or successes, 
particular interests or activities 
in your own area. Members like 
to know what other members are 
up to.
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Tempus Fugit!

Where has the last year gone? 

For Deirdre and I it’s been an 
amazing journey. We visited many 
great Livery Halls including The 
Mansion House, Guildhall and, of 
course, a highlight, Buckingham 
Palace. In addition the Cathedrals: 
St Pauls, Westminster Abbey and 
Canterbury Cathedral.

There have been serious...and not so 
serious events. The Big Curry Lunch, The 
Masters’ Pancake Races in Guildhall Yard, 
not to be outdone by the Sheep Drive on 
London Bridge! 

Being Master of this wonderful Company 
is a true privilege and honour which 
I acknowledge with gratitude. Apart 
from our involvement in City and Livery 
events and activity, there is some serious 
commentary required. 

Our numbers continue to increase, 
with 204 Liverymen and 24 Freemen. 

However, it is with a note of sadness 
that I must record the loss of three Past 
Masters this year: Past Master Maurice 
Vinden (1984/5), Past Master John 
Hauxwell (1997/8), and Past Master 
John O’Carroll-Bailey (2007/8). All three 
had a huge impact on the growth and 
flourishing of this Company. We send 
our heartfelt condolences to Maurice’s 
daughters, and to Barbara and Jean and 
their families. 

On a lighter note, the Master’s Weekend 
in Dublin in May was I believe a great 
success. Good company, good weather, 
good venues, good fare and a record 
67 of us to enjoy the fun! I want to 
thank you, the participants, one and all, 
for coming to Dublin and making it a 
memorable event for Deirdre, Claudia 
and me to host. 

The Company’s finances are in good 
shape, and, despite market turbulence 
in 2016, stood at end September this 
year at the highest level to date. Our 
disbursement level in the current year 
at £35,000 is the highest the Charitable 
Fund has achieved in its history. Our 
Almoner for the past 10 years, Andrew 
Adams steps down later this month and 
I would like to pay a particular tribute 
to Past Master Adams. He has enjoyed a 
wonderful ‘Watch’ and has served this 
Company exceptionally well. 

Also sincere thanks to Past Master Ken 
Pepperrell who has recently passed the 
Chair of the Election Committee, after 
six years in tenure, to Past Master Gill 
Moore. Many thanks, Ken, you have done 
a stellar job and have brought in many 
distinguished members to the Livery 
under your astute Chairmanship. 

One of my favourite activities during the 
year was the Company’s involvement 
with Beckenham and Penge Sea 
Cadets. It is wonderful to experience 

the commitment to the Cadets from 
dedicated people with so little resource. 
The welcome we receive is immense, 
and the appreciation for our support 
uplifting. We have made an exceptional 
one-off donation towards a replacement 
mini-bus. Having sought and received 
approval from the Court, I am opening 
an ‘Appeal’ to the full Livery to support 
this special cause individually. Believe 
me when I say every pound donated 
brings huge rewards to the Corps. So 
please give generously. 

I now turn my attention to our Learned 
Clerk, Tim. I am the 10th Master to pass 
through Tim’s very capable hands.

Master, Leo Martin with wife Deirdre
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Summary of findings:

• 89% thought the newsletter was about right in 
length, 11% thought it too long. 

• 90% thought the copy was about right - 9% 
said too much, 1% too little. 

• 79% said the number of images was about 
right - 8% thought there were too many, 13% 
too few.

• 46% wanted both print and email copies, while 
34% wanted print only and 20% email only. 

• On a scale of 1 (poor) to 7 (excellent), 80% 
rated it 7 or 6 - 19% gave it 5 and 1% a 4. 

How do you rate the newsletter?

1 = Poor to 7 = Excellent

The charts and analysis on this page were completed by Rigby Research, a division of MRA Marketing.
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Deputy Editor Liveryman  
Lucia Di Stazio interviews  
The Clerk, Virginia Rounding

Q. What were you doing before you became the Clerk to the 
Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants?

A. This isn’t the first time I’ve followed in Tim Statham’s footsteps. 
I also succeeded him as Clerk to the Guild of Public Relations 
Practitioners. I spent seven years with them and succeeded in 
getting them to ‘Company without Livery’ status. So when Tim 
decided to retire, he asked if I would consider applying for the 
job with the Builders’ Merchants. At first I said no (!), but after a 
few conversations, including with the then Senior Warden (now 
Master) Stephen Turner, I agreed to apply, and am very glad I did. 

Q. Not everyone knows what the Clerk does in a Livery Company. 
Can you explain? 

A. Being the Clerk of a Livery Company is very varied and unusual. 
It’s sometimes compared to being the Chief Operations Officer 
of a company – in the sense of the Court being the Board, and 
the Clerk carrying out the decisions of the Court. The Clerk 
works very closely with the Master, on the planning and running 
of events. The Clerk also advises the Court on procedure, to 
ensure we conform to our own Ordinances as well as to charity 
and company law, where appropriate, and to the customs and 
expectations of the Court of Aldermen and the City of London 
(in its role of overseeing the Livery Companies). The Clerk, along 
with the Master, is also part of the outward face of the Company, 
particularly in its engagement with other Livery Companies and 
the life of the City in general. 

Each Livery Company has its own arrangements for getting things 
done. Some leave almost everything to the Clerk. The Builders’ 
Merchants are very fortunate in having a very active Court and 
Livery, and various Past Masters, Court Assistants and others take 
on responsibility for chairing Committees, or being the Bursar or 
Almoner, or looking after publicity. The Clerk plays a supportive 
role here, providing and disseminating information, clerking 
meetings, and so on. There’s a lot to do and I’m hugely fortunate 
in having secretarial support from Denise, who 
we share with the Solicitors’ 
Company, and who always 
seems to know what ought to 
be done next. Every Clerk should 
have a Denise, but not many do…

Q. What part do you play in 
preparing the Master for his visits, 
dinners & events?

A. The Clerk replies on the Master’s 
behalf to all invitations, and 
ensures he has all the information 
he needs before setting out. The 
diary changes rapidly, and the 
Master and I tend to run through it 
every week, to check we know where 
he’s supposed to be when. 

Q. Do you accompany the Master on 
many of his visits, dinners & events?

A. One of the most interesting aspects of the job is accompanying 
the Master to various events. Not all invitations include the Clerk, 
but quite a lot do. It has been suggested that the collective noun 
for clerks might be ‘conspiracy.’ A Conspiracy of Clerks is indeed 
often in evidence at formal dinners, when we all tend to be seated 
together at the end of a sprig, while our respective Masters 
are nearer the top table. Clerks can also often be seen waiting 
anxiously in the foyer, wondering whether their Master is going 
to be late, lost, badgeless, or in the wrong clothes. Fortunately, the 
Master Builders’ Merchant is never any of those things and does 
not need ‘looking after’ at events – which makes attending them 
all the more enjoyable.

Q. What have been the highlights or your most memorable 
moments since joining WCoBM as the Clerk?

A. One of the first things I did as Clerk to the Builders’ Merchants 
was to take part in the Lord Mayor’s Show, and that was 
unforgettable. So were the piles of fleeces, jackets, beanies, yellow 
plastic hats and other paraphernalia that cluttered up the office 
for days beforehand. When things get too much in the office, I 
quite often put on a yellow hat to cheer myself up!

Q. When you’re not working hard for our Livery, what else 
occupies your time?

A. I’m working for the Company three days a week. In the other 
part of my professional life, I’m an author (of history books, mainly) 
and also a freelance editor and proofreader. I work quite a lot with 
postgraduate students – particularly those for whom English is not 
their first language. The subject matter can be amazingly varied. 
My most recent assignments included proofreading a PhD thesis 
on digital architecture, and working with a Russian academic on 
converting his thesis – on the 19th century group of artists known 

as The Wanderers – into a book.

Q. I understand you’ve just launched a new book at  
St Sepulchre-without-Newgate. What’s it about, and what 
else have you written? 

A. My most recent book, THE BURNING TIME (read about  
the launch on the page opposite), is about the people burnt 
at the stake (most of whom were early Protestants) in the 
reigns of Henry VIII and Mary I, in Smithfield, just outside the 
walls of the City of London. In that sense it’s a very ‘local’ 
book – the people in charge of these horrific events were, 
generally, the Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs – and the victims 
were local too. They included City clergy, apprentices, 
Liverymen – very much our predecessors (on both ‘sides’ 
of the divide). So it’s been very interesting to research 
and write. I haven’t, incidentally, come across any Livery 
Company Clerks who were burnt at the stake. I suspect 
we’ve always been rather good at keeping out of trouble!

helped send many devout men and women to their deaths. 
The second is John Deane, Rector of St Bartholomew’s, who 
was able, somehow, to navigate the treacherous waters of 
changing dogma and help others to survive. 

The Burning Time is their story, and the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs 
and Aldermen of the City who were responsible for organising 
the burnings. It’s also the story of the hundreds of men and 
women who were put to the fire for their faith. It’s a gripping 
insight into a time when people were willing to die, and to kill, 
in the name of religion. 

An interesting place for a book launch

Dating back to 1137, St. Sepulchre-
without-Newgate is the largest parish 
church in the City of London. Originally 
named St. Edmund, the name was 
expanded to St. Edmund and the Holy 
Sepulchre in the 12th Century while 
under the control of Augustinian Canons 
– or Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, so the 
church became known as ‘St Sepulchre’. 
Its official name includes the ‘without-
Newgate’ suffix as it was located just 
outside the New Gate of the Roman Wall 
surrounding the City (now demolished). 
Damaged heavily in the Great Fire of 
1666, it was restored by Wren. 

The twelve church bells of St. Sepulchre are remembered in the 
rhyme “Oranges and Lemons” in the couplet “so when will you 

pay me, say the Bells of Old Bailey”. 

How did it go?

Virginia was busy signing copies at her party, and all the launch 
copies were sold on the day. There was a full page on the book as 

‘Book of the week’ in the Saturday edition of The Times. 

Liverymen and Freemen who are on Twitter please retweet from @WCOBM. Go Virginia! 

It’s available through booksellers everywhere, including Amazon.

A number of Liverymen and Freemen were 
invited to the launch party of Virginia 
Rounding’s latest book The Burning Time at St. 
Sepulchre-without-Newgate on 20th April. 

An established author

Virginia is an established writer, author of biographies of 
Catherine the Great, Tsar Nicholas II and Empress Alexandra, 
and of Grandes Horizontales, a study of French courtesans. She 
also contributes to a number of newspapers and magazines, 
such as the Daily Telegraph and the Financial Times. 

What’s The Burning Time about?

Smithfield, on the fringes of Roman London, was once a place 
of revelry. Jesters and crowds flocked for the medieval St 
Bartholomew’s Day celebrations, tournaments were plentiful 
and it became the location of London’s most famous meat 
market. Yet in Tudor England, Smithfield had another, more 
sinister use: the public execution of heretics.

Spanning the reigns of British history’s most remarkable 
dynasty, The Burning Time is a vivid insight into an era in 
which what was orthodoxy one year might be dangerous 
heresy the next. The first martyrs were Catholics, who cleaved 
to Rome in defiance of Henry VIII’s break with the papacy. But 
with the accession of Henry’s daughter 
Mary - soon to be nicknamed ‘Bloody 
Mary’ - the charge of heresy was levelled 
against devout Protestants, who chose 
to burn rather than recant. 

At the centre of Virginia’s vivid account 
of this extraordinary period are two very 
different characters. The first is Richard 
Rich, Thomas Cromwell’s protégé, who, 
almost uniquely, remained in a position 
of great power, influence and 
wealth under three Tudor 
monarchs, and who 

The Clerk Virginia Rounding’s 
launch of The Burning Time

Virginia signs a copy for the Master

Viriginia with Senior Warden Brian Blanchard
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Students love builders’ merchants! 
Our Company recently exhibited at the annual Livery Schools Link (LSL) Showcase in Guildhall to 
help raise the profile of our industry among students. It’s the third year the WCoBM has exhibited. 

The LSL Showcase is targeted at 14-17 
year olds and is an ideal platform for 
helping them to realise the wide career 
opportunities in various trades and build 
their understanding. Over 600 students 
from 25 schools across London attend 
with their teachers. They’re able to talk 
to each of the 30 Livery Companies 
exhibiting on the day and ask questions, 
as well as have some fun with some 
practical activities and competitions.

WCoBM is actively engaged with 
educational awards and supporting the 
training of individuals in and outside the 
industry through our charity work. Our 
prominent stand with a sea of bright 
yellow builder hats, rulers and bags 
attracted many students. The Master, 
Past Master Gill Moore, Senior Warden 
Brian Blanchard, Liveryman Dennis Smith 
(representing the IoBM) and Marketing 
Manager of Parker Building Supplies 
Jamie Pierce (representing the BMF 
Young Merchants) were at hand to talk 
to students about our industry with 
informative leaflets and fun giveaways. 

Past Master Moore comments: “We were 
extremely pleased with how the day 
went. A huge thanks to everyone who 
helped with the stand and for their time 
to man it all day. Jamie and I had some 
meaningful conversations with teachers, 
assistants and coordinators which led to 
questions regarding work experience and 
career talks in schools. There is still a big 
hill to climb in selling our industry as a 
career path, but events like this help us get a step closer. 

“The LSL is also arranging a platform whereby all participating 
Liveries can submit details of Liverymen willing to go into their 
local schools to talk about their trade,” continues Gill. “The 
platform can be accessed by Head Teachers too so that they 
can approach relevant Liverymen directly. This is a fantastic 
development and one that our Livery will be keen to support and 
take part in.”

As a result of conversations at the LSL exhibition, Jamie has since 
had two schools contact him asking for an ambassador to visit 

their school and speak to their students. Jamie says: “This is a 
great result. There is definitely a grey area over what builders’ 
merchants do so to be invited to schools and speak directly to 
their pupils about what we do, and the many exciting career 
opportunities available in our industry helps to build the image 
of construction and break the stereotypical views. On a final 
note, who knew the yellow hats and stress bricks would be more 
popular than The Coachmakers scalextric track!!”

For more information on the LSL visit www.liveryschoolslink.org.uk. 
To view all the photos visit: www.wcobm.co.uk/gallery

In March the Master was invited to visit 
Monument Tools at its Hackbridge headquarters 
to open its new Showroom and Training Centre. 

The opening of the new Centre is the latest 
investment by the company to support 
the industry’s need to give more training 
to end users, trade counter staff and 
distributors. People attending the opening 
included representatives from the BMF, BHETA, Builders’ 
Merchants News and the 6th generation of the Collier family!

The day began with 
Managing Director 
Jonathan Collier 
presenting a history 
of the business. He 
outlined the continual 
investment in CNC 
turning & milling 
machines, new 
packaging machinery, 
laser marking, a brand 
update and sales 

training programme, and an apprentice scheme linked with 
Kingston College engineering department. 

The Master and guests were then given a factory tour, including 
the opportunity to assemble and engrave 
their own personalised pipe cutters. The 
Master initiated the engraving of the plaque 
commemorating the opening.

During a buffet lunch in the new training 
room the Master had the opportunity to 
look around ‘The Collier Collection’. There 
was a plane made by John Jennion in the 
City of London in the 18th century, and 
a coachbuilder’s plough plane made by 
Christopher Gabriel in the 18th century, just 
outside the City. Christopher Gabriel went on 
to become a dealer in timber. His firm can be 

traced via Gabriel Wade, Meyer International, Jewson and on to 
St Gobain.

Monument Tools started trading in 1880 when George Collier 
started as a tool merchant in Brixton. The business then moved 
to the next generation, Arthur and Alfred Collier. Alfred set up 
in King William Street, close to the Monument of the great fire 
of London and from these beginnings as merchants for lead 
dressers, plumbing and roofing tools, today’s business has 
been built.

Skip a couple of generations and we move to Balham and then 
to Hackbridge. The business is now in the hands of John Collier, 
Chairman and Jonathan Collier as MD. The brand is famous for 
its range of Shetack saws and basin wrenches and now has a 
plethora of patented products, most notably pipe cutters but 
also many other plumbing, roofing and drainage products, 
the majority of which are manufactured on ‘state of the art’ 

machinery at the Hackbridge factory.

Products are sold through builders’ and 
plumbers’ merchants as well as some DIY 
outlets and the business boasts a strong 
and growing export book.

Commenting on the day, 
Jonathan Collier said: “It 
is a real honour to be able 
to host the Master on 
this landmark day for our 
company. The Training 
Centre and Showroom is 
an extension to the re-
investment and we want 
to attract merchants, focus 
groups and industry bodies. 
We also aim to hold BMF 
Regional meetings, and 
merchant and distributor 
sales meetings.

“We are finalising a Trade 
Counter Training Module with Cortexa where we aim to help 
train merchant branch counter staff to develop skills in plumbing, 
roofing and drainage tools,” continues Jonathan.

“Our product training is being rolled out across our YouTube 
Channel and being combined with a focus group we work closely 
with - the Monument Masters - helping us develop and test new 

and existing products.

“We want to be a hub for Made in Britain. 
South London is not traditionally known 
for its manufacturing but we are a member 
of the Federation of British Hand Tool 
Manufacturers and for whatever reason, 
we as manufacturers have seemingly 
missed an opportunity over recent years 
to promote Made in Britain. With Brexit 
looming and Sterling relatively weak 
against other currencies there is a real 
opportunity for Made in Britain products”.

Master opens Monument Tools 
new Showroom & Training Centre

6th generation

Chairman John Collier and MD Jonathan Collier

The Master with the Collier collection

The official opening by the Master

Ready for action
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The Last of London’s Lamplighters

On their way to the Guildhall, Past Master Andrew 
Day and his wife Sara stopped to talk to one of 
London’s last remaining lamplighters who was 
maintaining a lamplight outside Guildhall Buildings. 

He showed them how he lit the lamps and described 
the job of London’s last five lamplighters, who are 
actually a special team of British Gas engineers. 

There are just 1,500 gas lamps left in London. Each 
one is hand-lit by lamplighters who ride around 
London on motorbikes, maintaining and lighting gas 
lamps from Richmond Bridge in the West to Bromley-
by-Bow in the East. 

London was a very dangerous place to walk at night before the advent of street 
lighting, which was introduced in 1807. The Westminster Review wrote that 
the introduction of gas lamps had done more to eliminate immorality and 
criminality on the streets than any number of church sermons. 

Unlike electrical lights, gas lamps are temperamental. Their mechanisms 
have to be wound and checked, the glass polished and the ‘mantles’ replaced. 
The teardrop shaped elements which look from the ground like bulbs are 
small, bell-shaped silk-casings coated in lime oxide, which becomes white hot 
when lit to give the lamps their gentle glow.

Remembrance Day

The Master looking appropriately sombre after planting 
a cross at the opening of the Royal British Legion’s 
Garden of Remembrance outside St Paul’s on  
6th November. Over 150 guests attended including 
the Lord Mayor of London, Masters of the City Livery 
Companies, representatives from the city’s Armed 
Forces, and other key London institutions. After the 
service there was a Parade of Standards accompanied 
by a military band.

Happy Birthday, William Shakespeare! 

On 22nd April, the Master was delighted to welcome the Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayoress to his home town of Stratford-upon-Avon for the annual 
Shakespeare Birthday Celebrations.

Watched by thousands, the day begins with a colourful processsion of hundreds 
of people around the town incuding civic dignitaries, diplomats, representatives 
of the theatre and literary worlds, community groups and the town’s school 
children, finally reaching Shakespeares grave at Holy Trinity Church. On the 
way, flags of all the participating nations and representatives are unfurled 
and the morning is topped off by a lunch for over 500 people. This year, also 

featured a barge trip along the Avon from the church to the luncheon venue. The Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayoress are great Shakespeare fans and the Master, a former Mayor of Stratford, invited 
them to join him as his guest at last year’s 400th Anniversary Event, which he had been involved 
in organising. This year they returned, with the Lord Mayor resplendent in his robes and chain of 
office. He unfurled the City’s flag and susequently was one of the main speakers at the Lunch.

The Master says: “It was an honour to have the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress in Stratford and it 
was a great piece of PR for the City of London, which they represent so well.”

Ascot Race Day for Lord Mayor’s Appeal

On 3rd May the Master enjoyed a thrilling day of racing at Ascot Racecourse in 
Berkshire in aid of the Lord Mayor’s Appeal. He was joined by his wife Christine, 
Past Master Ken Pepperrell and his wife Jenny, Past Master Gill Moore with 
husband and Liveryman Dave, and Senior Warden Brian Blanchard. 

Guests enjoyed a champagne reception, three course lunch, afternoon tea 
and fundraising activities including a raffle and silent auction offering some 
fabulous prizes. All money raised goes towards the Lord Mayor’s chosen 
charities: London Symphony Orchestra Discovery programme, St Paul’s 
Music Outreach and Music in Hospitals.

Gala Concert in St Paul’s

Honorary Liveryman of the WCoBM, Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley, the Lord Mayor 
of the City of London, gave a historic performance as organ soloist with the London 
Symphony Orchestra (LSO) in a Gala Concert at St Paul’s Cathedral on 14th March. 
Several Liverymen attended. 

Dr Parmley performed the Saint-Saëns’ Organ Symphony, otherwise known as 
Symphony No.3 in C minor, under the baton of Fabio Luisi as part of a programme 
featuring Parry’s I Was Glad, Allegri’s Miserere and Walton’s Coronation Te Deum sung 
by the St Paul’s Cathedral Choir. 

Speaking during rehearsals for the Gala Concert, Lord Mayor Andrew Parmley said:

“The City of London is a world leading financial centre and home to a vibrant cultural 
hub and, not only do we believe that arts and culture are essential to enriching 
people’s lives, they are crucial to the City’s success and woven into our history. 
Culture, open and available to all, is part of what attracts people to work in, live in, 
and visit the City.

“I have nominated three musical good causes for this year’s Lord Mayor’s Appeal. 
LSO Discovery, the orchestra’s pioneering music education programme, St Paul’s 
Music Outreach, and Music in Hospitals to benefit from funds raised by this Gala Concert.

“As very probably the first ever organist Lord Mayor in 827 years, I am delighted to be playing the solo part in the Saint-
Saëns Organ Symphony with the LSO in the magnificent surroundings of St. Paul’s Cathedral.”

The City of London Corporation, which is headed by Lord Mayor Andrew Parmley, invests £80m every year in heritage  
and cultural activities of all kinds. It’s the UK’s largest funder of culture after the government, the BBC, and the  
Heritage Lottery Fund.

Livery Companies gather for the annual 
United Guilds Service

Every year, a special service to mark the work of the 
Livery Companies in the City of London is held at St Paul’s. 
Our Master, Senior Warden and Clerk attended the 75th 
Service this year on 31st March.

What  else...?

(L-R) Mistress Christine Turner, the Lord 

Mayor of London Alderman Dr. Andrew 

Parmley with his wife Wendy, and the 

Master Stephen Turner are welcomed 

at Shakespeare’s birthday celebrations.
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WCoBM Charity Fund
In every April issue of the newsletter we publish a list of donors and the donations made by our Company during the last year. 

The list of donors covers the period October 2015 to September 2016. Information on donors after this period will be reported in 
April 2018. The list of donations includes those that were made or agreed in 2016. 

The company would like to thank all those named below for their most generous donations. Without your contributions the Livery 
would not be able to support the many worthy causes listed on Page 27.

I’d like to use this opportunity to remind all Liverymen and Freemen to advise the Clerk of any change of address. This is very 
important for when we make a claim to HMRC for Gift Aid repayments. The address of every donor needs to be submitted and I’m 
aware our information is not always up-to-date. As Almoner I am legally responsible for that data. If you have recently moved but 
not informed the Clerk, can I ask you do so as soon as possible.

Thank you
John Poore, Almoner

Charity Fund Donations
These donations arise from discussions at the Charities & Education Committee meetings and fall into four broad groups: 
The Builders’ Merchants Industry, The City, The Company and General Donations.

Last year we donated nearly £36,000 to charities or other worthy causes that fall within the above four groups. This is a significant 
increase from £25,700 on the same period the previous year.

A large number of requests and appeals are received from a very wide range of charities and individuals and these must be 
carefully assessed to decide which ones to support and how much to donate. All this must be done within certain parameters and 
within a budget prepared by our Bursar.

Mrs HR Adams
JA Adams
Adams & Sons Holdings
T Allen
AG Ballinger
Mrs AN Ballinger
R Barrett
MG Beard
Mrs JC Beaver
D Bedford

Beesley & Fildes on behalf of 
JF Beesley

George Bence & Sons Ltd on 
behalf of Liverymen CG Bence & 
PC Bence

F Bevan
B Blanchard
RJG Bloomer
M Bone
GW Boyle
PS Bradford
H Broomby
R Carr
S Carr
Mrs G Catterson
JG Collins
AR Cope
R Crees
I Crowe
PJ Daggett
DGE Dale
JM Davies
GA Day
EP Dymond
DG Dickens
DP Digby

A Duffy
SD Durdant-Hollamby
EP Dymond
RF Erith
PA Ferris
AG France
Mrs PA French
NJ Froy
PH Gill
HR Grant
CH Harrison
J Hauxwell
AK  Hawkins
JC Hawksley
C.Hemmington-Green
DCR Hesketh
PR Hetherington

Hevey Building Supplies on behalf 
of NJ Hemmington  &  
M Mulvey

RW Hill
T Hill
GJ Hopkins
RA Howard
Mrs DJ Jackson
JB Jackson
TH Jenkins
P Kearney
GP Kelly
SB King
CGA Latham
PWC Latham
JE Lawrence
MG Lewin

WJ Lewis (BM) Ltd on behalf of DC 
Moore  &   Mrs G Moore

MKM Building Supplies Ltd on 
behalf of D Kilburn

EW Mason
AD Marshall
L Martin
J Milligan
RG Munson
ND Neale
JR Newcomb

John Nicholls (Trading) Ltd on 
behalf of A Nicholls

RS Norden
JV Norton
J O'Carroll-Bailey
K Olver
M Pares
V Patel
DR Pearce
M Pearce
K Pepperrell
SW Pierce
AJ Pine
JC Poore
JC Putterill
Miss A Ridgeon
Rev MHE Ridgeon

MRA Marketing on behalf of  
M Rigby & L Di Stazio

DA Roberts
WJ Rockstro

T Rowbottom
JN Rumford
Mrs F Russell-Horne
J Sam
TJ Scott
MJ Shannon

Shropshire Building Supplies on 
behalf of Mrs JC Beaver & 
I Beaver

JC Simon
JH Sinfield
R Skinner
B Smart
DJ Smith
MA Smith
T Smith
DJH Stearn
PJ Stephens
TC Stuart-Jervis
J Swain
MJP Tattam
RJ Taylor
Mrs SP Thompson
JN Tipper
SJ Turner
JA Ward
Miss JK Ward
AT Weiss
LA White
GH Williams
JG Williams
AB Williamson
The Late John Worboys (Legacy)
W Worsford

Donors - October 2015 to September 2016

Charity  Focus

Builders’ Merchants 

BMF Awards Prizes & Tankards £3,247.50

Commonwealth Forestry Association £250.00

Construction Youth Trust £500.00

Rainy Day Trust £1,000.00

Timber Trades Benevolent Society £500.00

IOBM Skills Training Day £600.00

£6,097.50

City

City & Guilds £500.00

City & Guilds Arts School £500.00

C&G nominated Prizewinner £500.00

Lawrence Dennison (C&G Prizewinner) £250.00

Guildhall School of Music & Drama £1,000.00

Jinah Shim (Guildhall School) - Special Award £500.00

Lord Mayor's Appeal £1,000.00

Museum of London £250.00

St Cecilia Musicians Benevolent Fund £250.00

St Paul's Foundation £1,000.00

Sheriff's and Recorders' Fund £500.00

Shrieval Chain - Peter Estlin £50.00

Shrieval Chain - William Russell £50.00

United Guilds Service £150.00

£6,500.00

Company

Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment (special fund) £2,000.00

Tower of London Appeal Fund £1,000.00

Tower of London Appeal Fund (Dedication of Chair) £500.00

Master's Nomination (Benevolent Society of St Patrick) £1,000.00

Master's Nomination (PWRR Special Fund) £1,000.00

Senior Warden's Nomination (SMA Support) £1,000.00

Junior Warden's Nomination 
(2016 Nizels Men's Section Charity) 

£500.00

Bursar's Nomination (2016 Vista) £500.00

Almoner's Nomination (HM Tower of London) £500.00

£8,000.00

ABF (Big Curry Lunch) £500.00

Almoner refund for flowers for widows of Past Masters £140.00

Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadets £1,000.00

Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadets Mini Bus Appeal £2,500.00

Cancer Research (in Memory of Sir Christopher Walford) £100.00

Canterbury Cathedral £250.00

Central England Rehabitulation Unit 
(In Memory of J O'Carroll-Bailey)

£200.00

Children's Magic Taxi Tour £1,400.00

Cure Parkinsons Trust (+ Sir Richard Nichols) £350.00

Dame Kelly Holmes Trust £250.00

Deafblind UK £250.00

Glass Door (formerly William Wilberforce Trust) £1,000.00

Helping Rhinos Trust £500.00

Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust £1,000.00

Kelvin Grove Primary School £100.00

Lincoln Cathedral £1,000.00

Livery Schools Link (Membership) £95.00

London Air Ambulance £500.00

Princess Alice Hospice (In Memory of J Hauxwell) £200.00

Prostate Cancer UK £250.00

Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust £500.00

Royal Air Force Museum Hendon £500.00

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal £500.00

Royal Welsh School of Music & Drama £250.00

St Bartholomews (new sound system) £250.00

St Elizabeth Hospice (In Memory of M Vinden) £200.00

The Penny Trust £250.00

Treloar's Trust £1,000.00

Winston's Wish £200.00

£15,235.00

Total of all donations listed above £35,832.50

Donations made or agreed in 2016

© WCoBM 2017© WCoBM 2017 page 27page 26



We donated £2,500 towards a replacement mini bus for the 
Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadets. The donation was presented to 
the Chairman Ray Blackmore by the Immediate Past Master Leo 
Martin at our annual City & Awards luncheon in March.

Our Company has close and longstanding links with this 
charitable organisation, which is part of the UK’s oldest nautical 
youth charity. The commitment to the Cadets from dedicated 
people with so little resource is exceptional, and our ongoing 
support is greatly appreciated.

The first Sea Cadet unit was established in 1854 at Whitstable 
in Kent, created by communities wanting to give young people 
instruction on a naval theme. Today there are 400 units across 
the UK, all of which are members of the Sea Cadet Corps and are 
governed by the national charity MSSC - the Marine Society & 
Sea Cadets. A lot of hard work goes into raising funds that help 
meet every day running costs. Cadets get to go to sea, learn to 
sail, do adventure training, and gain extra skills to give them a 
great start in life. 

For more information visit www.sea-cadets.org

This charity is very relevant to our industry. It is the only 
one to support the home improvement workforce and their 
families in times of need. Whether it’s redundancy, falling 
on hard times, accidents or illness the Trust can help with 
financial assistance from one-off grants to modest annual 
awards. Their support includes helping retirees who are 
struggling financially. An extremely worthy cause and one 
we’re proud to support with a donation of £1,000 from our 
charitable fund. 

Read how the Rainy Day Trust is transforming the lives of 
individuals and families at www.rainydaytrust.org.uk.

Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadets

The Rainy Day Trust

The Treloar Trust

Our donation of £1,000 to the Treloar Trust is also most 
welcome. This charity touches a lot of hearts with their 
commitment and dedication to provide education, care, therapy, 
medical support and independence training to young people 
with physical disabilities. Their focus is on preparing young 
people for adult life, giving them the confidence and skills to 
achieve their full potential regardless of any physical disability.

Founded in 1907 Treloar’s is a registered charity. Most of their 
income comes from fees paid by local authorities or by private 
funding. They also need to raise approximately £2 million every 
year to keep Treloar’s at the forefront of education and services 
for physically disabled people. A worthwhile cause and one our 
Company is proud to support.

For more information visit www.treloar.org.uk

 

Charity Focus cont...

In each issue of the newsletter we aim to highlight a few of the charities we support to provide more 
in-depth understanding of the cause and how our donation is contributing. For this issue we have 
selected the Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadets, the Treloar Trust and the Rainy Day Trust.
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