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The Master has organised a number of exciting 
social events for Liverymen, Freemen and Guests 
to enjoy in 2018. The events cover a broad range 
of interests so there is something for everyone! 
Highlights include the Master’s weekend in Durham, 
and a visit to Neasden Temple and York races in 
May. Read on to find out more…

Reserve your place in plenty of time to avoid 
disappointment. Email the Learned Clerk Virginia Rounding 
at info@wcobm.co.uk. 

Visit www.wcobm.co.uk for all upcoming events and add 
them directly to your diary.

Our main events this year include…

Mon. 19th March

7th City & Awards Luncheon
Venue: Vintners’ Hall, 68 Upper Thames Street, London, 
EC4V 3BG. Dress Code: L

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

A popular annual event introduced by Past Master Graham 
Ballinger to recognise and award the achievements of young 
merchants and other individuals the Company supports in 
training and education.

This event provides 
a great platform for 
networking, but it is 
also an opportunity 
for new and potential 
Liverymen to learn 
more about our 
industry and the good 
work of the Livery. So 
this year we are encouraging members to invite high achievers 
and ambitious individuals within their organisations so they 
can gain more insight into WCoBM and have the opportunity 
to talk to senior figures in our industry and learn more.

Members and their guests can have a tour of the Hall before 
the drinks reception. The awards and prizes are presented 
during lunch by the guest of honour, Sheriff Neil Redcliffe.

Mon. 16th April

Election Court General
Venue: Watermen’s Hall, 16-18 St. Mary at Hill, EC3R 8EF at 
4.45 p.m. Liverymen and Freemen only with a tour for guests. 
Dress Code: L

Annual Divine Service: 6.30 p.m. H.M. Tower of London for 
Liverymen, Freemen and guests with a reception and supper 
back at Watermen’s Hall.

Every April, Liverymen and Freemen are invited to the Election 
Court General where our new Master and Wardens are elected 
for the ensuing year. It is an important occasion for members 
to attend. While the election takes place, guests are invited for 
a tour of the Hall.

Following the election, we take a short walk to the Tower of 
London for a service in the historic Chapel Royal of St Peter 
ad Vincula - a unique and special experience for members, 
partners and guests. The service is conducted by our Honorary 
Chaplain The Reverend Canon Roger Hall, MBE, and the hymns 
are sung by one of the country’s best choirs.

Following the service, we return to Watermen’s Hall for a 
reception and dinner.

It’s a fantastic evening in the City with great networking!

Award winners in 2017



Tues. 22nd May

Visit to Neasden Temple
Venue: BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, 105-119  
Brentfield Rd, London NW10 8LD

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

A new event organised by the Master this year is a trip to BAPS 
Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, popularly known as the ‘Neasden 
Temple’. It’s Europe’s first traditional Hindu temple, situated 
in North-West London.

Sat. 26th May

Bets on! A day at York Races
Venue: York Racecourse, Tadcaster Road, York YO23 1EX

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

Hot off the heels of a visit to Neasden Temple, will be a 
first class day at York Races with full hospitality. This event 
returns to our social calendar following the positive reviews 
of members and guests who attended in 2015 in Past 
Master Gill Moore’s year.

Members and guests will enjoy the privilege of an 
exclusive Committee’s Executive box with excellent views 
of the racecourse.

NEW EVENT

NEW EVENT

Thurs. 3rd May

Company Golf Day
Venue: Hadley Wood, Beech Hill, Barnet, Herts EN4 0JJ

Liverymen and Freemen, including partners or wives

Our popular annual golf day 
is an 18 hole Stableford full 
handicap competition organised 
by Past Masters Roddy Taylor 
and Martin Earle.

Hadley Wood is situated one mile 
from Junction 24 of the M25, and 
the course is well known among 
keen golfers. It was designed 
by Alister MacKenzie, who also 
designed the famous Masters 
course Augusta National.

To book your place or for more information email  
Martin Earle at martin@migsy.com.



Fri. 6th - Sun. 8th July

Master’s Weekend, Durham
Accommodation: Radisson Blu, Frankland Lane,  
Durham DH1 5TA

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

The Master looks forward to welcoming members and 
guests to his home City of Durham, where he has planned 
a varied and fascinating weekend. There will also be time 
to explore on your own.

The Durham city skyline is one of the most stunning 
city panoramas in Europe, and is dominated by the 
majestic Durham Cathedral and the adjacent Durham 
Castle. The city has a wonderful timeless quality with 
rowing on the River Wear, relaxing riverside walks, and a 
vibrant contemporary culture with superb cafés, artisan 
workshops, boutiques, galleries and museums.

The Weekend includes:

• A spectacular open-air live show in Bishop Auckland 
to experience ‘Kynren – an epic tale of England’. It is a 
mesmerising live action extravaganza that takes you on 
a whistle stop tour of 2,000 years of history, myth and 
legend. The 90-minute show begins at sunset and ends 
in starlight and is set to an evocative original soundtrack 
by award-winning composer Nathan Stornetta. 

• A visit to Beamish - The living museum of the north. 
This is no ordinary museum, but a 350-acre site where 
you can explore ‘hands-on history’, with everything 
from steam trains and collieries to gardens and a 
medieval church.

• Black tie dinner at Durham Cathedral where members 
and guests will be treated to a guided tour after the 
Cathedral has closed to the public. We will then have 
our reception drinks in the Undercroft foyer just off the 
medieval cloister, before proceeding to a three-course 
dinner with wines in the Undercroft restaurant.

Kynren – an epic tale of England

Beamish - The living museum of the north

Durham Cathedral



Thurs. 25th October

Installation Court General  
& Livery Dinner
Venue: Merchant Taylors’ Hall, 30 Threadneedle Street, 
London EC2R 8JB. Dress Code: D

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

The installation of a new Master is the highlight of our social 
calendar and this year it takes place at Merchant Taylors’ Hall – 
one of the Great Twelve Livery Companies of the City of London.

The evening starts with 
a formal ceremony in the 
Court at 5.00p.m. where 
the new Master and 
Wardens are installed. 
The ceremony also 
acknowledges the role of 
other Court Assistants. This 
part of the evening is open 
to members only while 
guests enjoy a tour of the 
Hall. Subject to Election, our 
next Master will be Senior 
Warden Pippa Latham.

Following the election, the new Master, Liverymen and 
Freemen join their guests for a champagne reception at 
7.00p.m., followed by a black tie Dinner at 7.30p.m.

Mon. 1st October

Election of  
Lord Mayor
Venue: Guildhall, Noon. 
Dress Code: L

Liverymen only

No matter how many 
times you see or take 
part in it, the ceremony 
and election of the 
Lord Mayor is a unique 
and impressive event. 

Liverymen are summoned to vote and Builders’ Merchants 
are among them. The Election is a popular event and you 
need to turn up at least an hour early to secure a seat.

Following the Election, WCoBM is among many Livery 
Companies invited by The Worshipful Company of Painter-
Stainers for lunch in their Hall.

Wed. 19th September

Lunch for new Liverymen & Freemen
Venue: Private Members’ Dining Room, Guildhall at 12.45 p.m. 
Dress Code: L

For the first time 
in 2017 a welcome 
lunch was arranged 
for new Freemen and 
Liverymen. It was so 
well received that it 
will now be an annual 
event. It’s a great 
opportunity for new 
members to learn 
more about the Livery, 
meet other new 
members and talk to 
the Master and other 
Court Assistants in a 
relaxed environment.

Senior Warden,  
Pippa Latham

NEW EVENT

Merchant Taylors’ Hall



Sat. 10th November

The Lord Mayor’s Show, London
Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

The Lord Mayor’s 
Show is unique. 
It’s the longest, 
oldest, most 
popular procession 
in the world. A 
spectacular Show 
with over 150 
very colourful and 
creative floats, and crowds of people lining the City streets to 
welcome the new Lord Mayor of London.

Tickets for the North Stand will be available from The Clerk 
for those wishing to attend. The stand is situated close to 
St Paul’s Cathedral where the Lord Mayor descends from 
his carriage. It provides prominent and perfect views of the 
Show from start to finish. Tickets are limited so get in early 
to avoid disappointment!

Fri. 14th December

Christmas Carol Service & Supper
Venue: St. Peter ad Vincula, H.M. Tower of London, EC3N 4AB, 
followed by a supper at Trinity House. Dress Code: L

Liverymen, Freemen and Guests

We always end the year on a high 
with our annual Christmas Carol 
Service at the Tower of London 
in the historic Chapel Royal of 
St Peter ad Vincula, followed by 
Supper. It’s an extremely popular 
event and this year supper will 
take place at Trinity House, only 
a short walk from the Tower.

The Service starts promptly at 6.30 p.m. accompanied by a 
superb choir who lead the traditional Carols. It’s a unique 
experience to attend a service in such an historic chapel, and 
a fantastic occasion for Liverymen and Freemen to enjoy 
with guests, family and friends.

We also have this year…

Thurs. 1st March 
Past Masters’ Lunch at 12.30 p.m. 
Cutlers’ Hall, Warwick Lane, EC4M 7BR. Dress Code: L

Mon. 5th March 
Inter-Livery Bridge Competition at 5.00 p.m. 
Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton Street, EC2N 2DQ. 
Liverymen & Freemen. Details from the Clerk.

Fri. 16th March 
United Guilds Service, St. Paul’s Cathedral at 11.00 a.m. 
Buffet Lunch, Carpenters’ Hall, 1 Throgmorton Avenue,  
EC2N 2JJ. Liverymen, Freemen and Guests. Dress Code: L

Tues. 15th May 
Festival of Sons of the Clergy, St. Paul’s Cathedral at 5.30 p.m. 
Supper at a local venue. Liverymen, Freemen and Guests. 
Dress Code: L

Wed. 16th May 
Inter-Livery Clay Shoot 
Holland & Holland, Northwood, Middlesex. 
Details from the Clerk.

Thurs. 17th May 
Prince Arthur Cup 
Inter-Livery Golf Competition, Walton Heath Golf Club.  
A team has been selected to represent WCoBM.

Wed. 6th June 
Master’s Reception for retired members,  
Aldermen’s Dining Room at 3.00 p.m. 
Guildhall, Gresham Street, EC2. Details from the Clerk.  
Dress Code: L

Thurs. 21st June 
Summer Lunch, Carpenters’ Hall with tour for Guests 
1 Throgmorton Avenue, EC2N 2JJ. 
Liverymen, Freemen and guests. Dress Code: L

Mon. 25th June 
Election of Sheriffs, Guildhall, Noon. 
Liverymen only. Lunch at Painters’ Hall,  
Little Trinity Lane, EC4V 2AD. Dress Code: L

Thurs. 19th July 
Historic City Pubs Walk & Supper 
Liverymen, Freemen and Guests. Details from the Clerk.

Dress for functions is indicated as follows: 
D Dinner Jackets (black tie).  L Lounge Suits and Ties



Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants 
4 College Hill, London EC4R 2RB
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We thank all our sponsors for supporting the Master 
Brian Blanchard in his year.


