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It has been an amazing experience 
to have been your Master for the 
past eight months.

I was honoured to be seated next to 
the Lord Mayor Peter Estlin at the Lord 
Mayor’s Summer Ball held in early June 
at Ironbridge which was attended by 103 
Livery Company Masters and their consorts. 
This annual gathering is one where the 
Livery Companies come together to discuss 
the opportunities and challenges faced 
by the Livery movement and to show 
what positive charitable and educational 
initiatives they can jointly make.

The Lord Mayor thanked our Company for 
the tremendous support in his initiative 
to improve the collaboration of the Livery 
Companies to maintain our core values and 
the professionalism of our trades. He was 
especially positive about the leadership 
which the Worshipful Company of Builders’ 
Merchants are showing to pilot a scheme 
within our members to give employment 
opportunities for ex-prison offenders.

As Master of a Modern Livery Company, 
my focus has been to continue our Past 
Masters’ excellent work: raising our profile 
and that of the builders’ merchants’ sector 
within the City Livery movement. 

The Master  
Pippa Latham

The  

Builders’ 
Merchant Worshipful Company 

of Builders’ Merchants
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As a prominent livery company, the 
Builders’ Merchants have a great deal  
to  contribute. 

We continue to demonstrate our relevance 
and the valuable contribution which we 
can make to society – my Master’s Award 
for strong leadership and philanthropic 
insight to make a real difference in our 
industry and a tangible benefit to society 
was given to Court Assistant Simon 
Lawson, who leads the employment of     
ex-offenders initiative.

I am so pleased that we are well supported 
by our members and the trade press on 
our nationwide campaign ‘Build A Career’, 
raising awareness amongst young people 
of the many interesting jobs in builders’ 
merchants and suppliers. Our launch of 
bursaries with the Rainy Day Trust has been 
very well received and attracted significant 
attention; we continue to support 
youngsters in need of financial support      
to enhance their skills through training.

The last eight months have gone by in a 
flash. My feet have barely touched the 
ground! Highlights for me have been 
the Royal British Legion’s Garden of 
Remembrance Service and Poppy Cross 
laying at St. Paul’s Cathedral; the service  
of Thanksgiving for the Lord Mayor at  
St Stephen’s Walbrook and the opportunity 
to process with other Modern Livery 
Company Masters with the Lord Mayor at 
the United Guilds’ Service in St Pauls. This 
is an invitation which only comes around 
every ten years and it was an honour to 
represent the Company.

There have been many other memorable 
events including Luncheon with the Judges 
at the Old Bailey, with the opportunity to sit 
in the well of two Courts in the afternoon 
to hear the Judges manage two very 
different murder cases. 

Our Awards Luncheon in March was        
very much enjoyed by all who attended. 

Promoting our industry in the City

Our Honorary Liveryman, The Lord Dannatt, 
gave an inspirational speech directed  
to the Award winners and the ‘Rising  
Stars’ attending. 

My job has been made much easier 
through the efforts of our Clerk Virginia 
Rounding, with the invaluable assistance 
of Denise, who knows the answer to any 
question about our Livery Company! 

I would like to thank the Wardens and    
many Past Masters for all their help and 
good advice, and the Committee members 
and officers for their dedicated work.

Thank you to our Sponsors for their 
generosity. Due to their support we have 
been able to subsidise the cost of our 
events. I look forward to seeing many 
members at our forthcoming events, 
including our annual Installation Dinner    
at Mansion House on 25th October 2019.

Pippa Latham, The Master
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Installation of  a new Master

Members and guests take The Loving Cup - an ancient tradition of City Livery Companies

Pippa became a Freeman of the Company 
in June 2005 and was made a Liveryman in 
October the following year. 

In her speech during dinner, the Master said:  
“I’m looking forward to my year and am determined 
to continue our Past Masters’ work, raising the 
profile of WCoBM and that of builders’ merchants 
within the City Livery movement.

“I will also continue the work of Immediate 
Past Master Brian Blanchard, promoting our 
Company’s considerable impact in education 
and in philanthropy through our outreach, our 
bursaries, grants and awards.

“Due to the transfer of significant funds from 
the BMTT we can now double the money we give 
to training and education in our industry. This is 
what our work as a Modern Livery Company is  
all about.

“Our campaign ‘Build A Career Without Limits’  
is raising awareness among young people of the 
many interesting jobs in builders’ merchants 
and suppliers, and is being well supported by our 
members. It’s going to be a busy but exciting  
12 months!”

“But we live in an increasingly fast moving  
trading-world of transparency and digitalisation,  
so people and businesses in our industry need 
to take advantage of new technologies and 
innovations to help themselves and to drive 
economic growth.” 

The industry has huge value in terms 
of jobs, incomes and tax generation, 
adding to the UK’s general prosperity 
- builders’ merchants are vital 
contributors to ‘Supplying Britain’s 
Building Needs’.

“
”

Last October, Pippa Latham 
was installed as the new 
Master of our Company. 
The installation ceremony took place at  
Merchant Taylors’ Hall - one of the ‘Great Twelve’ 
Livery Companies, being famously ‘at sixes and 
sevens’ with the Skinners’ Company in the order 
of precedence. 

On the same evening Wardens 
Dame Fiona Woolf, DBE, DL 
and Mr Stewart Pierce were 
elected to support the Master 
in her year (pictured far left 
with the Master and Beadle).

Liveryman Lucia Di Stazio  
of MRA Marketing (L) was  
invited to join the Court  
as a new Assistant. 

Entertainment during 
dinner included music from 
the Garsington Opera with 
Soprano Natalya Romaniw 
and Pianist Fran Hills. 

Her early career was in investment banking and 
management consultancy before joining the family 
business, James Latham plc, in 1990 for 25 years, 
and lately for 10 years as a Non-Executive Director.

The Master with Past Master Christopher Latham & wife Jacqueline
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Installation of a new Master cont...

Court Assistant Alan Hawkins enjoying the 
entertainment during dinner!

Members and guests  
(Judi Bone above) taking the 
Loving Cup – an ancient and 
honoured tradition of City 
Livery Companies

A special thank you to the following sponsors for supporting the Master in her year: 

On the first day of 
Christmas my true 
love gave to me…

Our Christmas Carol Service and Supper has become 
one of the most popular events of our Company’s social 
calendar – and it’s also getting crazier!

The evening starts with a superb service at H.M. Tower 
of London in the historic Chapel Royal of St Peter ad 
Vincula, conducted by Our Honorary Chaplain, the 
Reverend Canon Roger Hall, MBE. 

It’s a unique experience to attend a service in the Chapel 
and a perfect occasion to enjoy with family and friends. 
Traditional Carols led by an outstanding choir is sure to 
put everyone in the Christmas spirit.  

Following the service, a drinks reception and supper 
awaited members and guests at Trinity House, which 
included more singing and dancing… 

This year Keeper of the Roll Andy Williamson dressed up 
as a pantomime Dame supported by two helpers Court 
Assistant Lucia Di Stazio and guest Clare Digby.

The trio of entertainers made sure everyone joined in 
on the fun, singing to ‘Jingle Bells’, dancing to ‘Rocking 
around the Christmas tree’ and as for the ‘Twelve Days 
of Christmas’ – the utmost coordination was needed for 
this one! The Elysium Brass band did well to keep up and 
provided fantastic music.

I think for this event, we’ll let the pictures speak  
for themselves! 

With the growing popularity of this 
event, we recommend you book early  
to avoid disappointment. 

Bookings this year will be prioritised to 
Liverymen, Freemen and their partners 
before releasing further tickets to guests.

Panto Dame enters the room...

...with his helpers

Fun around the room

Big thanks to the superb brass band

Dancing around the room

Court Assistant Richard Hill (R) 
with guest Eddy Muyldermans Liveryman Steve Dunkley with guest Tina Olver
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Recognising ‘rising stars’ at City & Awards luncheon

Nearly 150 members and guests came together to celebrate the achievements of individuals  
in the industry and within organisations the Company supports  
in training and education through its charitable fund.

Prize winners for this year’s BMF students were Ryan Edwards of Kellaway Building Supplies,  
Georgina Bennett of Robert Pochin Ltd and Paul Clifford of Elliotts.

An additional part to this year was to introduce two 
new awards and also recognise the great contribution 
of the Livery and its members to building a new 
community space in a deprived area of London. 

Organised and led by the charity ‘Build Up’, over 
£20,000 worth of materials and tools were donated 
by builders’ merchants Lawsons and Lords and 
suppliers Makita and Toolbank. 

Nominated by his tutor, Ryan was 
awarded an engraved tankard and a 
cheque for £1,000 for ‘Best Student’ 
on the BMF Diploma in Marketing. 

Paul was presented with an 
engraved goblet and a cheque for 
£500 for ‘Best Online Student’. 
He completed 58 courses at an 
average score of 85%.

HMS Forth

Leading Chef Harper 

For outstanding service to the Royal Navy 
and the Fishery Protection Squadron

Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadet Unit

Poppy Tashkiran-O’Regan  
Cadet First Class  

3rd Battalion, PWRR

Private McIlduff 
Best Recruit (L)

Lance Corporal Chillitupa-Zevallos 
Best Solider (R) 

HMS Forth

Jamie Philpot Engineering Technician  
(Weapon Engineering) 

For his all-round contribution  
to unit effectiveness

Georgina received an engraved  
goblet and a cheque for £500 for the  
‘Trade Supplier Apprentice of the Year’  
award. Her manager felt Georgina’s 
enthusiasm, and strong character and 
determination to learn and succeed in  
what can be a ‘tough industry’ for young 
individuals made her deserving of the prize.

City & Guilds Of London Art School

Lily Marsh 
Exceptional Student

Prizes were also awarded for achievements from within affiliated organisations, namely the 3rd Battalion,  
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (PWRR); Her Majesty’s new addition to the Fleet, HMS Forth;  
the outstanding Beckenham and Penge Sea Cadets; and the City & Guilds of London Art School.

WCoBM hosted its annual City & Awards luncheon in March at Grocers’ Hall.

All prizes were presented by the Guest of Honour General 
The Lord Dannatt, who during his speech had some wise and 
encouraging words for the young individuals and emerging 
talents in the room: “Set your goals, aim for higher and be  
the best!”

The Master adds: “The lunch was also an opportunity for 
members to invite ‘rising stars’ from their businesses so they 
could learn more about training and career progression in our 
sector, and network with senior industry and City figures.” 

“I hope we were able to give them a better understanding of 
our industry and how WCoBM supports it, and that they felt 
inspired to continue their development working with a stockist 
or manufacturer of building materials.”

Buying Society NMBS purchased high-vis jackets and WCoBM 
donated £2,000. 

The project involved designing and building a new public space at 
Aldriche Way Housing Estate in North London for local residents. 

WCoBM’s new ‘Leadership Awards’ were presented to teenagers Joy 
Muiruri and Rokia Khelouda (pictured right) for their hard work on 
the project, come rain or shine, and in planning the opening event.

The last award of the afternoon was presented to Liveryman and Court 
Assistant Simon Lawson, Chairman of Lawsons Timber, Building  
& Fencing Supplies (pictured right with the Master). 

Initiated by Master Latham, this award is for Liverymen who demonstrate 
strong leadership and philanthropic insight, making a real difference in our 
industry and a tangible benefit to society. The Master comments: “Lawsons 
has a ‘triple bottom-line approach’ in that it aims to make a profit, give 
back to the community, and minimise its environmental impact.” 

“Lawsons’ apprenticeship and graduate training 
programmes attract people to the industry and present 
merchanting as a rewarding career choice.” 

“Simon is also active in driving an exciting initiative to employ  
ex-offenders. It is in areas like these that Modern Livery Companies  
can have a real impact.”

Guests Reiss Digby with Major Matt Wood (PWRR)
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On Board the  HQS Wellington

All Liverymen and Freemen are 
expected to attend the annual 
Election Court General. It’s the 
occasion where our new Master 
and Wardens are elected for the 
ensuing year so it’s important 
members take part.

Built at Devonport Dockyard in 1934, Wellington is the last surviving 
member of the Grimsby class of sloops, one of 13 Grimsby class 
warships built for service in the Commonwealth and Dependencies.

During six years of war-time service she rescued over 450 Merchant 
Navy seamen and was active at Dunkirk and the North African landings. 
She also shared the credit for sinking a U-boat. 

Shortly after the end of the war she was retired and laid up at Pembroke 
Dock. In 1947 HMS Wellington was made available by the Admiralty and 
purchased by the Master Mariners’ Company.

She arrived, as HQS Wellington, at Victoria Embankment in 1948.

Ownership was transferred in 2005 to the Wellington Trust, a charitable 
trust established to ensure the preservation of the ship.

The Sheriff also highlighted the important role of Modern 
Livery Companies, with charity and philanthropy at the 
heart of what we do.

Each year, Livery Companies collectively give around £67 
million to charity, and 75,000 hours of pro-bono support 
through donations or practical help and advice – it’s a 
tremendous contribution, helping to make a significant 
difference to people’s lives.

The Sheriff concluded her speech with a strong praise for 
our Company: “The Builders’ Merchants are innovative and 
relevant with a strong sense of purpose and duty, both to 
your profession and in support of the City of London and 
the Civic Team.” 

The event was an occasion for members and their guests to network and enjoy 
a fantastic evening on board an historic warship

The Master, Liverymen and guests enjoy the sunshine on the top deck

Sheriff The Hon. Elizabeth Green with Past Master Leo Martin

Liverymen Chris Hayward and Kevin Parr with their wives Emma Parr  
and Sam Hunt

The principal guest and speaker was Sheriff The Hon. 
Elizabeth Green (pictured above), whose speech during  
supper acknowledged WCoBM’s active role in 
promoting careers in our industry through our 
#BuildACareerWithoutLimits campaign. 

The Sheriff also recognised our great involvement with the 
Livery Schools Showcase to drive key messages about our 
sector to children, teachers and parents. 

It is a fantastic achievement and an honour to have our 
Company’s efforts noticed and endorsed by senior and 
influential figures in the City.

A view of the beautiful London skyline 

from the ship deck.

They are also encouraged to bring guests 
to this annual event, and while guests 
cannot take part in the Election, a tour is 
usually arranged during the time of the 
Court General. 

This year, Dame Fiona Woolf, DBE, DL 
(pictured above) was elected as the new 
Master, supported by Wardens Elect 
Stewart Pierce and Andy Williamson. 

Her installation will take place in October 
at Mansion House – refer to our social 
calendar for more details. At the Court 
General we also welcomed seven new 
Liverymen – see ‘Members News’ on   
Page 12 for details.

Following the Election, supper is 
organised and this year it was particularly 
special on board the HQS Wellington – 
known as the floating Livery Hall of the 
Honourable Company of Master Mariners. 

With the sun shining and London’s 
fantastic skyline in prime view, the 
historic warship was perfectly positioned 
for the drinks reception.
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The affiliation of the 3rd Battalion, the Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment (3PWRR) with WCoBM is much valued by the Regiment 
and the Battalion. 

This was underlined to me at the recent lunch where LCpl Chillitupa and  
Pte McIlduff received their awards for best soldier and recruit. 

Both have worked very hard to achieve impressive standards and seeing them 
recognised outside of the Battalion was a joy, but for them it was an incredibly 
special event they will remember for many years. That it felt very much as an 
event held with friends, made it even more poignant. 

With that in mind I wanted to update the Company on what the Battalion, and 
Regiment, is doing.

3PWRR Update
by Lieutenant Colonel Brennan Dwyer PWRR | Commanding Officer 

Before losing our previous A Company 
(Farnham) to the creation of a new 4th 
Battalion in 2017 we were overmanned, 
so as we build a new A Company in 
Manston and Ashford, Kent, we strive 
to push our figures up again. 

The Battalion is 95% manned 
for a strength of 439, making us 
one of the best recruited Army 
Reserve (AR) Infantry Battalions. 

Our new A Company is progressing well, 
there is a strong list of candidates with 
recruits ready to join. That 4PWRR is 
also succeeding, making the sacrifice 
very much worth it, both Regimentally 
and for the infantry. 

Our Regiment is the County Infantry 
Regiment for the south east of England 
and, known as the Tigers, our two 
regular battalions and two reserve 
battalions happily punch above their 
weight within the Army structure. 

1PWRR are about to leave Germany, 
after 17 years as an armoured unit, 
and go to Cyprus as light role infantry. 
2PWRR is now Specialised Infantry and 
is soon to move to Aldershot. 

Specialised Infantry are more 
stringently trained so that they 
can spearhead on various defence 
engagement tasks that see small 
groups of our soldiers working with, 
and developing, allied armies across the 
globe often in challenging conditions.

Both 3 and 4 PWRR are light role Army 
Reserve infantry units. 

We travel and fight light, but more 
importantly we are Reservists, ready to 
support the Regular Army on operations 
and tasks but with day jobs we must 
fulfil as well. 

A Reservist’s minimum commitment is 
27 days a year, with 15 of these being 
on Annual Training Exercise (ATE). 

This is very achievable and allows 
reservists to ensure they can place their 
family and work commitments before 
their AR role. 

Many will do a lot more days – whether 
on local exercises, on recent arctic 
training in Sweden, assisting the regular 
army in Kenya or on operations in 
Afghanistan (from where we have just 
welcomed back seven of our soldiers). 

 

With all our roles open to men and 
women, and an age limit of 50, joining 
the reserves and getting the enjoyment 
and opportunity it brings is available to 
most people. 

With that in mind it would be a rather 
special occasion if our best soldier or 
recruit prizes were won not only by  
a Tiger, but by one who is also a  
member of the Worshipful Company  
of Builders’ Merchants! 

Last year our soldiers worked 
in 15 separate countries 
across four continents.

What else...?

Once again this year WCoBM entered a team for the annual 
Pancake Day Race at Guildhall Yard, organised by the Worshipful 
Company of Poulters. 

Our team this year comprised the Immediate Past Master Brian 
Blanchard and his partner Luisa Makepeace – who ran for the 
Masters’ and Ladies’ race respectively; Junior Warden Stewart Pierce, 
who ran in the Liveryman’s race; and Liveryman Edward Naylor 
braved it for the Novelty race. 

Sadly no winning trophy this year…but we’re a determined bunch so 
watch out for next year.  

Well done and thank you to the WCoBM team – an excellent effort!

Inter-Livery Pancake Day Race

Newbury Races
In April, the Master arranged a day at Newbury 
Racecourse for the Dubai Duty Free Spring Trials 
with full hospitality. For those unfamiliar to racing, 
the hints and tips from the resident tipster were 
very useful!

Nevertheless, bets were won…and they were lost…
but all good fun for members and their guests.

Golf Day 

Hadley Wood

More recently our popular 
annual golf day held at 
Hadley Wood saw Liveryman  
Chris Hemmington-Green 
win for the men’s team 
(pictured left). 

Runner up was Liveryman 
Andrew Weiss. 

The winner for the ladies 
was Luisa Makepeace 
(pictured left), with equal 
runners up Migs Earle and 
Linda Poore.
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7 new Liverymen installed 

At our recent Election Court General in April, the Master 
welcomed seven new Liverymen to our Company, raising 
WCoBM’s total membership to 210 active Liverymen and  
25 Freemen. Joining is by invitation only. 

Among the new Liverymen are familiar faces in the industry  
(Top L-R): Peter Hallitt, Trading Director Marshalls plc;  
Alistair McAuley, Managing Director UK & Ireland,  
Decorative Paints & UK Country Director AkzoNobel;  
Keith Barker, Managing Director Wienerberger UK;  
Richard Bagnall, Managing Director Robbins Timber;  
Lucyanne Matthews, Associate Publisher Builders’  
Merchants News; Kevin Parr, Managing Director PGS Team Ltd 
and Jonathan Crean, Commercial Director VIP Polymers.

(Far left) the new Liverymen stand for their declaration to  
the Court before signing the Roll (left).

Once you become a Freeman of WCoBM, and before you can 
be installed as a Liveryman, you need to organise a date at 
Guildhall to get your Freedom of the City certificate. 

It’s a very special ceremony and a memorable occasion 
where you learn more about this historic tradition and the 
many famous people that have taken the Freedom before 
you. Members are encouraged to bring family and friends to 
share in this unique experience.

(Pictured Right) Liveryman Alistair McAuley with his 
Freedom of the City certificate, presented by the Assistant 
Clerk to the Chamberlain’s Court, Laura Miller.

On receiving your Freedom of the City, you will need to  
get in touch with our Clerk Virginia Rounding, who will 
arrange the next appropriate date for you to be clothed  
as a Liveryman.

Freedom of the City

New Liverymen

The new Liverymen prepare for their 
declaration to the Court

Alistair with his father, mother, wife and Past Master John Poore 
and wife Linda

Liveryman Lucyanne Matthews shares her special moment with 
husband Kevin, and her family 

Member  News

Welcome dinner 
for new Freemen 
and Liverymen

This is a new annual event, set up recently 
for new Freemen and Liverymen to spend 
time with members of the Court in a  
relaxed environment. 

It is also an opportunity for new members to network, 
ask questions and learn more about the Livery.

The dinner took place in the Private Members' Dining 
Room, Guildhall, organised by our Clerk Virginia 
Rounding and hosted by Junior Warden Stewart Pierce 
(pictured standing). 

A beautiful sunny evening made for fantastic views of 
the Guildhall Yard from the 3rd floor of this fascinating 
dining room. 

In the recent London Marathon Edward, together with 
his wife Jenny and daughter Vicky, braved the 26.2 mile 
course to raise a total of £5,000 for their three charities: 
Cutty Sark, Cardiac Risk in the Young and the Lighthouse 
Construction Industry Charity. Although a great 
achievement for anyone who takes part, training for a 
marathon and completing it is no small feat.  

A Naylor Marathon...

We have a few runners in our Livery, and 
Liveryman Edward Naylor is just one of them! 

Well done to the trio of runners and for raising 
such a fantastic sum for charity! 

It was a great event...but never again!“ ”

Pictured L-R: Jenny, Edward and Vicky

It requires many months of rigorous training and a lot of 
discipline, not to mention the determination and focus 
on the day. As Edward summarises in just a few words: 
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Member  News cont...

Hubert Latham,  
the pioneer flyer!
by Past Master Christopher Latham

Hubert Latham is a well-known French 
aviateur who nearly crossed the channel 
ahead of Bleriot. 

Past Master Christopher Latham couldn’t resist this 
interesting piece of history at a time that Pippa is 
Master. He reports:

“If you exit the Channel tunnel at Sangatte and turn 
right towards Boulogne as you pass across Cap Blond 
Nez at Escalles, you will observe a slightly forlorn statue 
on the right side of the D940 wearing a scarf and with a 
shell hole through his leg. 

“This is Hubert Latham, an ancestor of The Master, 
probably through Thomas Latham 1719-50. 

“It is noteworthy that James Latham Plc was established 
in Liverpool in 1757. Hubert’s section of the Latham 
family moved from Liverpool to Le Havre in 1829. 

“Through successful commodity trading and ‘a good 
marriage’ this grandson of Charles Latham could indulge 
in his love of flying. He is described as an Anglo French 
aviation pioneer (aviateur) and indeed was educated at 
Oxford University.

“

“

”

”
He participated in a long list of air races, 
in France, England and America.

“These included Reims in 1909, Blackpool 1909 and Baltimore 1910. 
When flying at Blackpool his airspeed reached 100 Mph. 

“However, on another occasion, when flying into the wind strong 
gusts drove him backwards. This was reported as the first time an 
aeroplane was observed flying backwards!

“At one point he held the altitude record at 3,600 ft.”

“He shot two ducks, one of which 
was stuffed and is displayed at the 
Chateau de Maillebois. 

“His popularity was such 
that he became the ‘David 
Beckham’ of France with his 
looks, manners and lifestyle. 

“However, his real fame is that 
in 1909 he was the first pilot to 
attempt to fly the channel. 

“This was in pursuit of the Daily Mail 
£1,000 prize. 

“At his first attempt his plane 
ditched and had to be retrieved for 
repairs. He is photographed sitting 
on his plane, smoking a cigarette 
awaiting rescue by the French 
destroyer Harpon. 

“At this point Louis Bleriot arrives 
with his plane and is based on the 
cliffs near Sangatte. Latham and 
Bleriot agree to race across the 
channel on the morning of  
July 25th 1909. 

Whilst in  
Los Angeles  
he was invited by 
a wealthy estate 
owner to shoot wild 
duck from his plane 
and became the first 
person to hunt wild fowl from a plane. 

“Unfortunately, Hubert and his team fail 
to wake up on time and at 4.41am they 
hear Bleriot on his way. The rest is history. 

“Hubert, shortly afterwards, made 
another attempt to cross, but again 
ditched, this time close to Dover. 
However, he continued to participate  
in air races, which were the fashion at  
the time. 

“Hubert died in 1912, in mysterious 
circumstances whilst big game hunting  
in the Chad.

“He was born in the Chateau Maillebois, 
Dreux and the Chateau remained in his 
family until sold to the Town in 2014. 
Guided visits now 5 Euros! 

“This is the nearest the Latham family 
got to fame, indeed in all justice it should 
have been Hubert Latham not Bleriot 
remembered as being the first across  
the channel. A better alarm clock would 
have helped!” 
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New Bursary
With additional funds from the BMTT, WCoBM is able to increase 
its charitable support in training and education with the launch of a 
new bursary. 

Apprenticeships and training are vital components in attracting 
new talent into the sector and retaining them. They also provide 
an excellent platform for career progression and improving 
awareness of the many opportunities. 

So, working with the Rainy Day Trust (RDT), WCoBM is providing 
financial support to those looking to work in the merchant sector 
or with a supplier to a builders’ merchant. The bursary is worth 
up to £2,000 per person and successful applications are subject to 
meeting specific criteria. The feedback has been excellent, and to 
date we have received over 80 applications. 

For more information, including a detailed breakdown on the 
criteria, visit www.wcobm.co.uk/about/build-your-career/ 

New Master  
Pippa Latham

#BuildACareerWithoutLimits 
                                   - get involved!

Our campaign 
#BuildACareerWithoutLimits 
continues to progress strongly, 
with growing coverage in 
trade media and increasing 
support from leading industry 
organisations. 
The campaign focuses on improving awareness and 
understanding of our industry and the varied and 
exciting job opportunities in builders’ merchanting 
or working with a supplier of building materials. 
Here is an update on where we are! 

Media support
Many thanks to Builders Merchant News, Builders Merchants Journal and 
Professional Builders Merchant who support our campaign with extensive and 
regular coverage. We are particularly grateful to BMN for the space provided to  
the Company for our regular columns. 

Our trade media is an important platform for engaging with the industry on a 
topical issue. The PR varies from interviews with member merchants and suppliers 
on how they are encouraging skills and careers in their businesses, through to the 
launch of our new Bursary.

It’s important to reach out beyond our industry to students, apprentices, teachers 
and parents. So more recently we featured in Apprentice Builder – a publication 
circulated to 20,000 students at 220 technical and construction colleges nationwide.

Our PR is repurposed into blogs and added to our 
website so we can link to it on social media, tagging 
members, construction colleges and other relevant 
organisations to widen reach and gain engagement: 
www.wcobm.co.uk/category/news/

Our video gallery has two new videos: An interview 
with BMF Apprentice Hannah Taylor and the recently 
launched video by the Construction Products 
Association on ‘Why Construction Matters’. 

If you haven’t had chance to look yet, visit  
www.wcobm.co.uk/videos 

Social & Digital

WCoBM is now  
on LinkedIn! 
While Twitter remains 
a relevant social media 
platform, LinkedIn is 
invaluable for reaching a 
wider network of businesses, 
organisations and individuals. 

Follow our news and campaign developments at 
www.linkedin.com/company/wcobm on LinkedIn 
and @WCoBM on Twitter.

A tremendous amount of 
work goes into the planning, 
coordination and execution 
of our PR and marketing, 
and we are grateful to 
Court Assistant Lucia Di 
Stazio of MRA Marketing, 
whose excellent work and 
commitment is driving 
forward the campaign and 
associated opportunities. 

Our Immediate Past Master (IPM)  
Brian Blanchard continues his work with 
presenting in schools and colleges.  
The Company also has a close 
association with the Livery Schools Link, 
and we are exploring opportunities with 
the Construction Youth Trust to further 
our work in reaching children and 
college students more directly.

We are extremely grateful to merchant buying 
society NMBS and industry trade body Builders 
Merchants Federation (BMF) for their support.

NMBS has been particularly active in promoting our new Bursary to its 
merchant members. They have designed a dedicated leaflet, are doing 
targeted e-shots, are promoting it on www.nmbs.co.uk/news/2296 and 
have supported the production of a recyclable bamboo coffee mug – jointly with 
Makita and The Rainy Day Trust. The mug is being handed out by the NMBS sales 
team to smaller merchants so it gets into the hands of people we’d like to reach 
directly. NMBS also gave WCoBM stand space at its annual exhibition in April.

The BMF provided WCoBM with a speaker opportunity at its HR Forum 
in April. IPM Brian Blanchard presented to HR Directors and Managers 
about the campaign and how HR personnel can get involved.

The BMF recently relaunched its career recruitment site, which includes 
video interviews with members on their experiences of working in the 
sector to illustrate the career opportunities. WCoBM’s video is included  
prominently in the Media Centre. Find out more and view all the videos at:  
www.buildingmaterialscareers.com/media-centre/

Industry support

To find out how you can support the campaign or get involved,  call Court Assistant Lucia Di Stazio 
on 01453 521621 or email lucia@mra-marketing.com. 

This includes letting us know what you’re doing with training and development in your business or 
how you’re raising the profile of our industry in your local area. 
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WCoBM Charity Fund

Firstly, a massive THANK YOU to all those Freemen and Liverymen who 
make a contribution to our Charities Fund, it is very much appreciated, 
most generous and gives us the chance to support many charities and 
deserving causes over the year. 

Charity Focus

In every Spring issue of the newsletter we publish a list of 
donors and the donations made by our Company during the 
last year. 

The list of donors covers the period October 2017 to 
September 2018. Information on donors after this period will 
be reported in Spring 2020. The list of donations includes 
those that were made or agreed in 2018.

For new Liverymen and Freemen that have joined the 
Company recently, below is a breakdown summarising the 
various payments made to WCoBM: 

• All Freemen when joining the Company pay  
a Fine (Entrance Fee).

• All Freemen and Liverymen also pay an  annual 
Quarterage (Subscription) via Direct Debit, usually  
in April. 

• Incidentally when you join the Court or become a 
Warden or Master a further Fine is paid for the Honour! 
All Fines and Quarterages are agreed annually by  
the Court.

• All Freemen on entry to the Company are asked to  
make a donation to our Charities Fund by Standing 
Order – the amount varies enormously depending  
on personal circumstances.

We currently have over 65% of our Liverymen and Freemen 
donating and our aim of course is to get to the 100%  
mark eventually!  

Gift Aid is extremely important to our efforts in raising funds 
so we encourage personal donations rather than company 
ones as the Gift Aid is claimable against personal donations 
but it is not against company ones.

John Poore, 
Almoner

I’d like to also use this opportunity to remind all 
Liverymen and Freemen to advise the Clerk of any 
change of address. This is very important for when we 
make a claim to HMRC for Gift Aid repayments. 

The address of every donor needs to be submitted and 
I’m aware our information is not always up-to-date. As 
Almoner I am legally responsible for that data. If you 
have recently moved but not informed the Clerk, can I 
ask you do so as soon as possible.

Finally, can I ask you all if you have considered 
remembering WCoBM in your Will as not only can 
a Legacy be a tax efficient way of passing on funds 
but it is very easy to achieve. However, it is strongly 
recommended that appropriate professional advice is 
taken to ensure legal certainty and tax mitigation when 
making or revising a will to provide a legacy.

Thank you.

A Adams

Mrs HR Adams

Adams & Sons Holdings

M.R.Aldridge

T Allen

R Bagnall

AG Ballinger

Mrs AN Ballinger

KJ Barker

R Barrett

G Barton

MG Beard

Mrs JC Beaver

I Beaver

D Bedford

George Bence & Sons Ltd 

on behalf of CG Bence & PC Bence

BF Bevan

B Blanchard

RJG Bloomer

M Bone

GW Boyle

PS Bradford

H Broomby

R Carr

S Carr

Mrs G Catterson

Monument Tools on behalf of J Collier

JG Collins

AR Cope

J Crean

R Crees

I Crowe

C Cunliffe

PJ Daggert

DGE Dale

JM Davies

GA Day

DG Dickens

Digby Trading Ltd 

on behalf of DP Digby

A Duffy

S Dunkley

SD Durdant-Hollamby

EP Dymond

PA Ferris

AG France

NJ Froy

GK Gingell

HR Grant

SJ Halford

PW Hallitt

J Hampson

A Harrison

CH Harrison

AK Hawkins

JC Hawksley

C Hemmington-Green

DCR Hesketh

PR Hetherington

AR Hextall

RW Hill

T Hill

A Hogg

GJ Hopkins

RA Howard

TH Jenkins

P Kearney

GP Kelly

SB King

CGA Latham

PWC Latham

Mrs P Latham

JE Lawrence

C Ledigo

MG Lewin

WJ Lewis (BM) Ltd 

on behalf of DC Moore & Mrs G Moore

Mrs L Matthews

L Martin

T Marshall

EW Mason

J Milligan

MKM Building Supplies Ltd 

on behalf of D Kilburn

Michael Rigby Associates 

on behalf of M Rigby & L Di Stazio

M Mulvey

RG Munson

ND Neale

JR Newcomb

John Nicholls (Trading) Ltd 

on behalf of A Nicholls

RS Norden

JV Norton

K Olver

M Pares

K Parr

All Needs Ltd on behalf of V Patel

D Pearce

K Pepperrell

M Pearce

J Pierce

S Pierce

AJ Pine

J Poore

JC Putterill

M Rees

Rev MHE Ridgeon

DA Roberts

D Robertson

P Roche

WJ Rockstro

T Rowbottom

JN Rumford

Mrs Fiona Russell-Horne

J Sam

TJ Scott

MJ Shannon

A Simpson

J Sinfield

R Skinner

B Smart

T Smith

DJ Smith

Mrs Erica Smith

MA Smith

J Sowton

DJH Stearn

PJ Stephens

TC Stuart-Jervis

Rav Singh Sumal

J Swain

MJP Tattam

RJ Taylor

JN Tipper

SJ Turner

JA Ward (Legacy)

Miss JK Ward

AT Weiss

LA White

C Whitlock

W Worsfold

GH Williams

JG Williams

A B Williamson

D Young

Donors - October 2017 to September 2018

© WCoBM 2019© WCoBM 2019 page 19page 18



Charity  Focus cont...

Charity Fund 
Donations

Our Charities Committee 
along with the Trustees 
oversees the Charity 
donations we give away.

Our Charity Fund is approximately £1.7M built up over 55 years 
from the generosity of our Freemen & Liverymen, past and 
present, and giving us an annual income of around £48,000.

Quilter Cheviot are currently our Financial Advisors, appointed 
on a discretionary basis. In the last financial year, we donated 
£47,274, which is £10,000 more than the previous year.  It is the 
intention of the Committee to donate to worthy causes to the 
value of at least our annual income, which has been achieved.  

We are extremely fortunate to have secured significant funds 
from the BMTT charitable fund, which will be dedicated towards 
supporting training and education in our industry. 

Builders’ Merchants

BMF Prizes £2,300

BMF Tankards £782

Commonwealth Forestry Association £250

Construction Youth Trust £500

Rainy Day Trust £2,000

Crash £1,000

Timber Trades Benevolent Society £1,000

Building Heroes Education Foundation £2,500

The Prince’s Foundation £2,000

Build Up Foundation Materials £1,901

£14,233

General Donations

ABF (Big Curry Lunch) £500

Flowers for widows of Past Masters £273

Bradley Lowry Foundation £500

Canterbury Cathedral £250

Chicken Shed Theatre £2,000

Children's Magical Taxi Tour £1,400

Children with Cancer £500

Child Rescue Nepal £200

Cure Parkinson Trust £250

Dame Kelly Holmes Trust £500

Deafblind UK £250

Evie’s Gift £500

Glass Door £1,000

Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust £1,000

Lincoln Cathedral £1,000

London Air Ambulance £1,000

Lord’s Taverners £200

National Churches Trust £500

Raleigh International £500

Royal Armouries Museum £500

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal £1,000

Spitalfields City Farm £500

Step Together Volunteering £500

Team Up-Low income Kids-Hackney/
Newham-Maths/English teach

£500

Treloar’s Trust £1,000

Tuckwell Hospice £50

World Heart Beat Music Academy £500

£16,873

City

City & Guilds £500

City & Guilds of London Art  School £500

C&G nominated Prizewinner (Kristy Flood) £250

Guildhall School of Music & Drama £500

Lord Mayor's Appeal £1,000

Lord Mayor Scholarship Appeal £500

Museum of London £250

Pan Livery Contribution £500

Poulters Company (Pancake Race) £300

St Cecilia Musicians Benevolent Fund £300

St Paul's Foundation £500

Sheriffs’ and Recorder’s Fund £500

Shrieval Chain - Vincent Keaveny £50

Shrieval Chain -  Liz Green £50

United Guilds Service £150

£5,850

Company

Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment  
(special fund)

£2,000

3 PWRR Prize for Best Recruit  £100

3 PWRR Prize for Best Soldier £100

Royal Navy HMS Forth £1,000

Prize for Outstanding Contribution £100

Prize for All round contribution to Unit 
Effectiveness

£100

Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadets £1,000

B&P Sea Cadets-Award Winner £50

B&P Sea Cadets Signwriting of Mini Bus £468

Tower of London Appeal Fund £1,000

Master's Nomination £2,400

Senior Warden’s Nomination
(Garsington Opera Ltd )

£1,000

Junior Warden's Nomination  
(Children with Cancer)

Bursar's Nomination  
(Leicestershire Air Ambulance Service)

£500

Almoner's Nomination   
(Evie’s Gift - Bryan Clover)

£500

£10,318

Total of all donations listed: £47,274

Every year we receive a large quantity of requests 
from various charities, individuals and causes trying 
to raise funds. 

We prioritise donations into the areas the Company 
supports which are:

• Our industry, in particular Training & Education

• The City of London

• Our Company

The introductory of our new Bursary is one example of how 
this money will be used. With dedicated funds for training and 
education, we will no longer need to draw from our annual 
income to support this area. 

This in turn opens up the opportunity to consider and support 
other charities and worthy causes from the Company’s main 
Charity Fund. 

From Spring 2020, the breakdown of donations will be split to 
show the value donated from the main Charity Fund and that 
taken from the new Training & Education Fund.
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Ironbridge 1000 builders

Ironbridge have launched an appeal to 
raise £1 million by March 2021 which will 
be matched by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
thus raising a total of £2 million to carry out 
important maintenance and conservation 
work at Coalbrookdale, which is part of the 
Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site. 

They are appealing for ‘1000 Builders’ to join their 1000 Builders 
Fundraising Appeal and are looking for businesses, individuals, 
Livery Companies & generous donors to support it with a 
donation of £1,000.  

WCoBM was one of the first Livery Companies to become one  
of their ‘Builders’ and donate £1,000. 

The Company has supported Ironbridge for many years and every 
June the Master joins all the Masters from the Livery Companies 
along with the Lord Mayor on a weekend at Ironbridge, learning 
about the First Industrial Revolution in 1709 among other things.

New Mini Bus for 
Beckenham & Penge 
Sea Cadets

The charity is focussed on helping disadvantaged children 
and teenagers learn new skills and build their confidence 
in life and in whatever they choose to do. WCoBM supports 
the organisation with an annual donation. 

This year it was with great honour that we were able to 
contribute towards the purchase and signage of their new 
mini-bus, providing reliable transport for the children to 
support their various activities and adventures.

For more information visit:  
www.sea-cadets.org/beckenhampenge 

The Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadets is one 
of WCoBM’s affiliated organisations who 
provide us with outstanding support at a 
number of events. 

Charity  Focus cont...

Friday 28th- Sunday 30th June 
Master’s Weekend, Oxford 

Monday, 24th June 
Election of Sheriffs  
with lunch at Painters’ Hall
Guildhall. Liverymen only. A special and unique 
occasion to experience if you’ve not been before.

What’s coming up...

Sunday, 29th September 
The Great Sheep Drive across 
London Bridge
Join the hundreds of Freemen that take 
up their historic entitlement to drive 
their sheep across London Bridge.

Wednesday, 2nd October 
Election of Lord Mayor with 
lunch at Painters’ Hall
Guildhall. Liverymen only. This is an 
impressive event and a privilege to be 
part of an historic tradition.

Friday, 25th October 
Installation Court General 
& Dinner 
Mansion House, home and office 
of the Lord Mayor of London.

It was a pleasure therefore for our Almoner to attend the 
inaugural laying of the Plaques in April which will eventually be 
mounted on one of the Coalbrookdale surrounding walls. 

For more information or to donate, visit:  
www.ironbridge.org.uk/our-story/support-us/appeals-projects

It’s been a busy start to the Master’s year with many 
events organised for members and their guests.  

By the time this newsletter is printed, The Household Division 
Beating Retreat at the Horse Guards Parade on 5th June will have 
also taken place and we look forward to covering that evening 
and other upcoming events in our next newsletter. 

So what’s next in our social calendar?
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The Household Division Beating Retreat: 
Horse Guards Parade 

A spectacular evening pageant of music and military 
precision drill, including horses, cannon  

and fireworks.
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Friday, 13th December 
Christmas Carol Service & Supper
The service takes place at H.M. Tower of London in the 
historic Chapel Royal of St Peter ad Vincula, followed by 
supper at Fishmongers’ Hall.

Saturday, 9th November 
Lord Mayor’s Show 
The longest, oldest, most popular procession in the world. 
A spectacular Show with over 150 very colourful and creative 
Floats, and crowds of people lining the City streets to welcome 
the new Lord Mayor of London.

For full details on each of these events, visit wcobm.co.uk/events/

Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants, 4 College Hill, London EC4R 2RB
Tel: 0207 329 2189   Fax: 0207 329 2190   Email: info@wcobm.co.uk   Website: www.wcobm.co.uk   Follow: @WCoBM  

WCoBM has an ongoing agreement with The Grange Hotel Group 
offering preferential rates all year round for Liverymen, Freemen, 
family and friends. 

City accommodation for members

As Liverymen and Freemen, you are 
entitled to apply for membership of the 
City Livery Club, which operates in the 
premises of the Little Ship Club on the 
north Thames river walk, very near  
to WCoBM's office at 4 College Hill.  

For full details of the Club's 
facilities, and of how to join, 
visit cityliveryclub.com 

The Mercers’ Company is situated at 6 Frederick’s Place in London EC2R 8AB 
with close tube links from St Paul’s (Central Line), Mansion House and  
Bank (Circle Line). 

To book, email bedrooms@mercers.co.uk

A note or email from our Clerk Virginia Rounding verifying your membership 
will be requested the first time you book.

There are 15 four or five-star rated hotels in prime central 
London locations to choose from, but ones commonly booked 
when attending Livery events are The Grange St Pauls, and 
the City Grange. 

The Grange Wellington, close to the Houses of Parliament, 
and The Grange Holborn are also convenient.

To book a room or find out more visit  
www.grangehotels.com/business/builders-merchants-members

More recently, a number of bedrooms have become available  
at Mercers’ Hall for members of Livery Companies. 

The rooms (5 doubles, 2 twins 
& 2 singles) are available 
Monday to Thursday. 

Prices are £125 per night for a single 
& £160 per night for a double or 
twin (including breakfast).

Mercers’ Company Rooms
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